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We believe today that the hearts of 

these leaders are in Your hands, and 
their decisions will be divinely directed 
of the Lord. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
PITTENGER) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PITTENGER led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND LARRY 
KENDRICK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. FINCHER) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in support of the pastor who gave 
our opening prayer this morning, 
Brother Larry Kendrick, who preaches 
at my home church, Archer’s Chapel 
United Methodist Church in Frog 
Jump, Tennessee. 

I just want to tell him how much we 
appreciate his service to the kingdom. 
His wife and daughter, Karen and 
Vicki, are here with him also—and 
their service to God’s kingdom—and we 
wish them the best. 

God always be with you. Thank you 
for coming today and opening us up 
with prayer. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 

for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AN UNSUNG HERO 

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, sometimes, a 
tragedy has to happen for us to recog-
nize unsung heroes. 

On Monday, I received word that 
Lowell Ensel had passed away. Lowell 
was an intern here in our D.C. office for 
the past 3 months. His passing was sud-
den; it was unexpected, and it was 
painful to our entire office family. 

He was just 20 years old; but, while 
Lowell’s years have been short, his 
reach was very long. That was reflected 
when over 200 students attended a vigil 
earlier this week at the University of 
Maryland. 

Lowell’s love of life had a big impact 
on our office as well. He handled every 
project we gave him with a positive at-
titude and a smile on his face. 

I offer my thoughts and prayers to 
Lowell’s parents, Ellen and Fendwick, 
as well as his extended family and 
countless friends during this time of 
suffering, as difficult as it is. 

To my colleagues, I know that each 
one of you have special people like 
Lowell in your office. These are young 
people who work long hours for little 
or no pay because they want to make a 
difference in this country. 

In honor of Lowell, please take a mo-
ment and thank these unsung heroes 
that work in our offices every day. 

f 

FUNDING THE VA IS A SACRED 
RESPONSIBILITY 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, recently, 
I met with two veterans and their fam-
ilies who traveled to Buffalo for med-
ical treatment. Initially, I thought 
they were receiving care at our highly- 
regarded VA hospital, but in fact, they 
were brought to Buffalo by Operation 
Backbone, an organization that works 
with private doctors to provide spe-
cialty care that is not available within 
the VA system. 

The families expressed frustration 
that they could not obtain through the 
VA the highly specialized and efficient 
care they were receiving in Buffalo. It 
was not until Operation Backbone ar-
ranged their treatments and the Buf-
falo Sabres hockey team facilitated re-
covery that these men received the 
care they needed. 

I commend Operation Backbone and 
the Buffalo Sabres for their commit-
ment to our veterans, but their work is 
necessary only because Congress is fail-
ing in its responsibility to these men 
and women. When we ask our service-
members to put their bodies on the 
line, we incur a moral obligation to get 
them the best possible care when in-
jury occurs. 

Last year, Congress provided funding 
for the VA to hire more physician spe-
cialists. It was a good first step, but 
making sure the VA has the resources 
to care for our veterans is a sacred re-
sponsibility that will require our at-
tention this year and for many years to 
come. 

f 

SOUTH CAROLINA HEROES ON THE 
HONOR FLIGHT TO WASHINGTON 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, this morning, I was especially 
grateful to meet the Honor Flight 
members from South Carolina during 
their trip to Washington. These World 
War II and Korean war veterans are he-
roes for their honorable service in de-
fense of American families. 

I appreciate the Honor Flight net-
work, coordinated by Bill Dukes, for 
enabling these veterans the oppor-
tunity to visit the memorials built to 
honor their service and sacrifices. 

I was privileged to visit with Medal 
of Honor recipient Corporal Kyle Car-
penter, a constituent and resident of 
Lexington, whose service and heroic 
actions in the United States Marine 
Corps during Operation Enduring Free-
dom saved the lives of countless Amer-
icans. 

I have no doubt that, because of Cor-
poral Carpenter’s service, American 
families are more secure. Thank you, 
Kyle. And I thank all of the Honor 
Flight veterans who are visiting today, 
and thank all the veterans and mili-
tary families in South Carolina and 
across our Nation for your dedication 
to America. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and the President by his actions should 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

Our sympathy to the family of Low-
ell Ensel. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAY 2015 AS 
STROKE AWARENESS MONTH 

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight my introduction of 
H. Res. 256, a resolution to recognize 
May 2015 as Stroke Awareness Month. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly stand here 
today because of our Nation’s commit-
ment to greater awareness about 
stroke and funding to find treatments 
for stroke survivors. 

Stroke is the fifth leading cause of 
death in the United States, killing 
nearly 130,000 Americans per year. On 
average, someone in the United States 
has a stroke every 40 seconds, while 
one American dies of stroke every 4 
minutes. 

In light of these sobering statistics, I 
am reintroducing my resolution recog-
nizing May as Stroke Awareness 
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Month. This resolution strives to en-
hance public awareness, urges contin-
ued coordination and cooperation be-
tween researchers and families, and ad-
vocates for improved treatment for in-
dividuals who suffer stroke. 

Mr. Speaker, together, we can com-
bat this devastating illness and work 
together toward long-term solutions to 
prevent and treat and improve the lives 
of those suffering from strokes. 

I am a stroke survivor, and I ask my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing 
May as Stroke Awareness Month. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF THE PAIN-CAPA-
BLE UNBORN CHILD PROTECTION 
ACT 
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the Pain-Capable Unborn 
Child Protection Act, which would re-
strict the practice of abortion after the 
sixth month of an unborn child’s life. 

Today marks the second anniversary 
of the conviction of Dr. Kermit Gosnell 
of Pennsylvania, who ran a late-term 
abortion mill in Philadelphia. Despite 
media silence about the case, we were 
able to learn that Dr. Gosnell regularly 
delivered third-trimester babies and 
then snipped their spinal cords, their 
necks, with scissors. 

He used unclean instruments, spread-
ing infections among the women he 
treated, hospitalizing many of them, if 
he even allowed an ambulance to be 
called. Most of his victims were poor. 
One mother, a Ms. Mongar, died in the 
process. 

It seems that some Members of this 
body want to regulate things like 
lightbulbs and rainwater and farm 
dust, but leave women helpless before 
the Dr. Gosnells of the world, late-term 
abortionists driven by profit, 
undeterred by the painful death of 
countless innocent lives. 

We must protect these women and 
children by passing the bill. 

f 

WE ARE STARVING OUR NATION’S 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, the ma-
jority has found a new way to keep 
from funding a long-term surface 
transportation bill within 6 days: keep 
passing short-term patches. As a re-
sult, we are starving the Nation’s in-
frastructure. 

Twenty-three States are so desperate 
that they have either raised their 
State gas taxes or are in the process; 
still, the states are screaming for Con-
gress to have the guts to do the same. 
State gas taxes were meant to partner 
with the Federal tax. States can’t do it 
alone. The States have shown that the 
public understands the gas tax is a user 
fee. 

The roads, bridges, and transit Amer-
ica most needs can’t even be started 
with short-term patch funding. The 
people are leading us to their roads and 
bridges. 

It is time we followed, Mr. Speaker. 
f 

HONORING CHARLOTTE-MECKLEN-
BURG POLICE OFFICERS HARLAN 
PROCTOR, ASHLEY BROWN, AND 
SCOTT EVETT 

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg Police Officers Harlan Proctor, 
Ashley Brown, and Scott Evett, three 
officers who serve and protect our com-
munity. 

In the aftermath of a recent tragic 
domestic violence homicide and arson, 
Officer Proctor was assigned to drive 
the victim’s children to the police sta-
tion and listened attentively as the 
children discussed losing everything, 
including an 8-year-old’s favorite dress. 

Officers Proctor, Brown, and Evett 
thoughtfully contacted Target to track 
down that favorite dress and, with do-
nations from these officers and Target, 
were able to provide clothes, toys, and 
gift cards to help the family recover in 
this distressing time. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues 
to join me in thanking Officers Proc-
tor, Evett, and Brown for their humble 
act of service and to thank all of the 
brave and dedicated police officers 
across the United States who put their 
lives on the line to protect each and 
every one of us every day and still 
make time to perform thoughtful acts 
of kindness in our communities. 

May God bless them. 
f 

b 1215 

HIGHWAY AND TRANSIT TRUST 
FUND 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, before I 
begin, I want to offer my condolences 
to everyone who was affected by the 
derailment of Amtrak train 188 yester-
day. The victims and their loved ones 
are in our thoughts and prayers today. 

This week, Mr. Speaker, is National 
Infrastructure Week. I rise today to 
underscore the importance of a long- 
term reauthorization for the highway 
and transit trust fund so we can ad-
dress the urgent responsibility to re-
pair and rebuild our roads, bridges, 
ports, and transit systems. 

There are just 6 legislative days re-
maining until the expiration of the 
highway trust fund. We are putting at 
risk 6,000 infrastructure projects and 
more than 600,000 jobs. 

The American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials 
estimates that my home State of 

Rhode Island could lose $200 million in 
Federal funding, $3 million in Federal 
transit funding, and 1,689 jobs, and 40 
infrastructure projects are at risk. 

Some on the other side of the aisle 
have suggested that we should pass an-
other short-term patch rather than a 
long-term solution to the highway 
trust fund. If we are serious about re-
building our economy, we need to be 
able to move goods, services, and infor-
mation to compete in the 21st century. 

It is critical that we pass a long-term 
reauthorization of the highway trust 
fund that provides the resources we 
need to rebuild our crumbling bridges, 
roads, and schools and helps create 
good-paying jobs for hard-working 
Americans. Our constituents deserve 
nothing less, and our economic recov-
ery requires this. 

f 

INTRODUCING THE TREAT AND 
REDUCE OBESITY ACT 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, with 
one in four seniors in America afflicted 
with obesity at a price of $50 billion a 
year to Medicare, it is apparent that 
any attempts to put Medicare on a 
sound financial path must deal with 
this disease. That is why I am intro-
ducing the Treat and Reduce Obesity 
Act. The bill removes the exclusion for 
Medicare part D for covering drugs 
that treat and reduce obesity and 
makes more treatment options avail-
able for our seniors. 

When Medicare part D was created in 
2006, there were no widely accepted 
FDA-approved obesity drugs on the 
market, so they were declared exempt 
from coverage. However, with signifi-
cant medical advances, a number of 
FDA-approved weight loss drugs are 
now available, and our Medicare rules 
should reflect that. 

Mr. Speaker, obesity is responsible 
for nearly 20 percent of the increase in 
our health care spending over the last 
two decades, and it is time we take ac-
tion to target, treat, and reduce obe-
sity. 

f 

HONORING PRINCIPAL MICHAEL P. 
O’MALLEY 

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the achievements of an 
extraordinary educator from my dis-
trict. Michael O’Malley will retire next 
month after 40 years of service, 30 of 
which he spent as a social studies 
teacher and soccer coach before becom-
ing principal at Newfound Regional 
High School in Bristol, New Hamp-
shire. 

Under his leadership, the school has 
been named the New Hampshire Sec-
ondary School of Excellence in 2010, 
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