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Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, within the
last hour or so, there was a decision by
the Baltimore City State’s Attorney
Marilyn Mosby in the investigation of
the death of Freddie Gray, a Black man
who died wunder questionable cir-
cumstances; circumstances that kind
of made us all wonder where the truth
lies; circumstances that cause young
people and others to take to the streets
across this Nation; circumstances that
brought into a sharp, bright light the
question of justice in America, the
question of police misconduct in Amer-
ica, the question of mayhem in Amer-
ica, the question of poverty in Amer-
ica, and the question of bias in Amer-
ica.

Freddie Gray’s murder, Freddie
Gray’s death, and the questionable cir-
cumstances around his death brought
into sharp relief all of these issues of
race and living in an urban center—
brought into sharp relief, Mr. Speaker,
50 years or more of abject, determined,
and callous disinvestment in our urban
areas, b0 years or more of joblessness,
bad schools, bad housing, bad health
care, and 50 years of hopelessness.

In the last few minutes, Mr. Speaker,
this brilliant, young, African American
woman, Baltimore City State’s Attor-
ney Marilyn Mosby, made a decision;
and she decided that, yes, notwith-
standing all the differences of opinion,
the changed stories, the moving target,
notwithstanding all of these things
that happened, she decided that
Freddie Gray was murdered—Freddie
Gray was murdered—and that she
would indict the police officers who
were responsible.

By indicting the Baltimore City po-
lice officers who were responsible for
Mr. Gray’s murder, she made a giant,
enormous step for justice for young
people, young African American men
and women, young people who live in
our urban areas.

By her decision today, just a few mo-
ments ago, she has done this Nation an
invaluable service, especially for young
people, especially for the African
American and other minority youth.
These young people have, for decades
now, sought and yearned for justice as
it relates to police misconduct, police
brutality, and, yes, police murder.

This new standard for justice is a
standard that now transcends Balti-
more and transcends even the entire
State of Maryland. It transcends and it
reaches to other points all across this
Nation—Ferguson, New York City, Chi-
cago, Cleveland, and other places all
throughout this country.

Mr. Speaker, as an African American
male who represents the South Side of
the city of Chicago, I know firsthand
about police misconduct, police may-
hem, and police murder.

I must say, Mr. Speaker, that, in my
68 years living mostly in the city of
Chicago, I have never seen the wheels
of justice move so profoundly, so point-
edly, and so purposefully as I have wit-
nessed with Baltimore City State’s At-
torney Marilyn Mosby’s actions.
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She has raised all kinds of standards.
She has captured the imagination of all
of us who fight for justice, who want to
see justice delivered in the true Amer-
ican way, and who want to see an end
to all the machinations, excuses, turn-
ing away, and closing our eyes to po-
lice misconduct in our urban areas.

This wonderful, courageous, young
city State’s attorney has raised the
standard for prosecutors all across our
great Nation. She has raised the stand-
ards for mayors, chiefs of police, and
other law enforcement officials. She
has raised the standard for even those
who are in this body. Open your minds,
open your eyes, and see the truth.

Let me just say right now, Mr.
Speaker, that the police officers of this
Nation, the overwhelming majority of
them, are good, hard-working defenders
of the community. They are not
lawbreakers. They are there to serve
and protect.

We honor them, and we lift them up;
but there are a few who think that
they can get away with all kinds of il-
legal actions just because they can get
away with it because the system has a
tendency and a habit of rising to pro-
tect even those who violate not only
the laws of the Nation, but the spirit of
the laws of this Nation, these laws that
keep this Nation together, these laws
that make us have an identity as one
nation under God, indivisible, with lib-
erty and justice for all.

These police officers, this minority of
those on the urban police forces across
this Nation, these are the ones that ab-
rogate the Constitution, short-circuit
our Constitution, short-circuit our
quest for justice, our appeal for justice,
our right for justice, and short-circuit
those just for their thrill of the mo-
ment.

Can you imagine, Mr. Speaker, being
handcuffed and leg-cuffed, laying down
facedown in the back of a paddy wagon
driven not accidentally recklessly, de-
termined by those police officers who
were driving, who had him in custody,
to maim, harm, and brutalize him, dif-
ferent speeds driven by the driver of
that van, tossed about because of sud-
den stops?

You are in the back of a paddy
wagon, handcuffed and leg-cuffed, and
these police officers are getting a thrill
out of tossing you around in a steel-en-
cased paddy wagon, not caring about
the broken parts of your body that
might occur, not caring about whether
you really live or die, not even caring
about their oath that they were sworn
to when they were hired and when they
took that oath to serve and protect.

All those things became secondary to
their thrill of seeing how much havoc
and harm they could cause to this
Black man in Baltimore. Yeah, they
thought they would get away with it,
that no one would even think to ques-
tion their decisions, their thrill-seek-
ing, their conduct.

Thank God there is a woman in Bal-
timore who said to them, to all the po-
lice officers who are like minded such
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as them, said to this Nation: No more.
No more, not this time. You are going
to be indicted, and you are going to be
charged, and that is the way it is.

Grieving mothers, Mr. Gray’s moth-
er, his father, his relatives, his loved
ones, his friends, and his neighbors can
all now say that there will be justice
for Freddie Gray. I said, in Chicago,
there will be justice for Freddie Gray.
From this Nation’s borders, young peo-
ple are rejoicing now. The day is soon
to be justice for Freddie Gray.

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Mosby’s actions,
her courage, her dedication, her com-
mitment, and her decisiveness have
spoken to the idea that is creating this
movement for justice all across this
Nation.
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She has very clearly and profoundly
and without hesitation spoken to all of
us, to this Nation. Her actions have
shouted out that Black lives do matter,
that Black lives do matter, that all
lives in America matter, and that
Black lives matter also.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. LEWIS (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 1 minute p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until Tuesday, May 5, 2015, at
11:30 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1348. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the
approved retirement of Vice Admiral Ken-
neth E. Floyd, United States Navy, and his
advancement to the grade of vice admiral on
the retired list; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

1349. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Suspension of Community Eligibility
(Accomack County, VA, et al.) [Docket ID:
FEMA-2015-0001] [Internal Agency Docket
No.: FEMA-8379] received April 28, 2015, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

1350. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Minority and
Women Inclusion Amendments (RIN: 2590-
AAG6T) received April 30, 2015, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

1351. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislation, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the FY 2014
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Medical Device User Fee Financial Report
required by the Medical Device User Fee
Amendments of 2012; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

1352. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Commission’s final rule —
Communications Reliability Standards
[Docket No.: RM14-13-000; Order No.: 808] re-
ceived April 30, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

1353. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting notice of Proposed
Issuance of Letter of Offer and Acceptance to
Australia, pursuant to Sec. 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, Pub. L. 94-329, as
amended, Transmittal No.: 15-26; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

1354. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting notice of Proposed
Issuance of Letter of Offer and Acceptance to
Australia, pursuant to Sec. 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, Pub. L. 94-329, as
amended, Transmittal No.: 15-22; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

1355. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting notice of Proposed
Issuance of Letter of Offer and Acceptance to
India, pursuant to Sec. 36(b)(1) of the Arms
Export Control Act, Pub. L. 94-329, as amend-
ed, Transmittal No.: 15-15; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

1356. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting a report
certifying that the export of the listed items
to two different end users in the People’s Re-
public of China is not detrimental to the
U.S. space launch industry, pursuant to Sec.
1512 of the Strom Thurmond National De-
fense Authorization Act for FY 1999 (Pub. L.
105-261), as amended by Sec. 146 of the Omni-
bus Consolidated and Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act for FY 1999 (Pub.
L. 105-277), and the President’s September 29,
2009, delegation of authority (74 Fed. Reg.
50,913 (Oct. 2, 2009)); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

1357. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Bureau of Indus-
try and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Addition of Certain Persons to the Entity
List [Docket No.: 150318286-5286-01] (RIN:
0694-AGb58) received April 30, 2015, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

1358. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
of Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report pursuant to Sec. 804 of
the Palestine Liberation Organization Com-
mitments Compliance Act of 1989 (Title VIII,
Foreign Relations Authorization Act, FY
1990 and 1991 (Pub. L. 101-246)), as amended,
and Secs. 603-604 (Middle East Peace Com-
mitments Act of 2002) and 699 of the Foreign
Relations Authorization Act, FY 2003 (‘‘the
Act”, Pub. L. 107-228); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

1359. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report consistent with the
Authorization for Use of Military Force
Against Iraq Resolution of 2002 (Pub. L. 107-
243) and the Authorization for Use of Mili-
tary Force Against Iraq Resolution of 1991
(Pub. L. 102-1), for the December 15, 2014 to
February 13, 2015 reporting period.; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

1360. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
visor, Office of Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting a report concerning
international agreements other than treaties
entered into by the United States, to be
transmitted to Congress within sixty days in
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accordance with the Case-Zablocki Act, 1
U.S.C. 112b; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

1361. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification, pursuant to
Sec. 36(c) and 36(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, Transmittal No.: DDTC 14-129; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

1362. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification, pursuant to
Sec. 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
Transmittal No.: DDTC 14-142; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

1363. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a certification, pursuant to
Sec. 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act,
Transmittal No.: DDTC 14-148; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

1364. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a report
required by Sec. 401(c) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and Sec. 204(c)
of the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), a six-month
periodic report on the national emergency
with respect to the situation in or in rela-
tion to the Democratic Republic of the
Congo that was declared in Executive Order
13413 of October 27, 2006; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

1365. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by Sec. 401(c) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and Sec. 204(c)
of the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and pursuant
to Executive Order 13313 of July 31, 2003, a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency declared in Executive Order 12978
of October 21, 1995, with respect to signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

1366. A letter from the Chairman, Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s FY 2014 annual re-
port, pursuant to Sec. 203 of the Notification
and Federal Employee Antidiscrimination
and Retaliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR Act),
Pub. L. 107-174; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

1367. A letter from the Assistant Director,
Senior Executive Management Office, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a report
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform
Act of 1998, Pub. L. 105-277; to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

1368. A letter from the Assistant Director,
Senior Executive Management Office, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a report
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform
Act of 1998, Pub. L. 105-277; to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

1369. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General, Office of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of Justice, transmitting three re-
ports pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Re-
form Act of 1998, Pub. L. 105-277; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

1370. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel, Office of the General Counsel, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting a re-
port pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Re-
form Act of 1998, Pub. L. 105-277; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

1371. A letter from the Counsel to the
Clerk, Court of Appeals, transmitting an
opinion of the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Tenth Circuit, United States v.
White, No. 14-7031, 2015 WL 1516385 (10th Cir.
Apr. 6, 2015); to the Committee on the Judici-

ary.
1372. A letter from the Chief Justice, Su-
preme Court of the United States, transmit-
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ting amendments to the Federal Rules of
Bankruptcy Procedure that have been adopt-
ed by the Supreme Court, pursuant to 28
U.S.C. 2075; (H. Doc. No. 114—32); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary and ordered to be
printed.

1373. A letter from the Chief Justice, Su-
preme Court of the United States, transmit-
ting amendments to the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure that have been adopted by
the Supreme Court, pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
2072; (H. Doc. No. 114—33); to the Committee
on the Judiciary and ordered to be printed.

1374. A letter from the Chief Impact Ana-
lyst, Regulation Policy Management, Office
of the General Counsel, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, transmitting the Department’s
interim final rule — Driving Distance Eligi-
bility for the Veterans Choice Program (RIN:
2900-AP24) received April 27, 2015, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

1375. A letter from the Adjutant General,
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States, transmitting the proceedings of the
115th National Convention of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States, held in
St. Louis, Missouri, July 20-23, 2014; (H. Doc.
No. 114—31); to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs and ordered to be printed.

1376. A letter from the Chairman and Vice
Chairman, U.S.-China Economic and Secu-
rity Review Commission, transmitting noti-
fication of the Commission’s March 18, 2015
public hearing on ‘‘Looking West: China and
Central Asia” pursuant to the Floyd D.
Spence National Defense Authorization Act,
amended by Pub. L. 109-108, Sec. 635(a) and
amended by Pub. L. 113-291, Sec. 1259 B;
jointly to the Committees on Ways and
Means, Armed Services, and Foreign Affairs.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 1890. A bill to estab-
lish congressional trade negotiating objec-
tives and enhanced consultation require-
ments for trade negotiations, to provide for
consideration of trade agreements, and for
other purposes; with an amendment (Rept.
114-100, Pt. 1). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin: Committee on
Ways and Means. H.R. 1891. A bill to extend
the African Growth and Opportunity Act, the
Generalized System of Preferences, the pref-
erential duty treatment program for Haiti,
and for other purposes (Rept. 114-101). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committees on Rules and the Budget
discharged from further consideration.
H.R. 1890 referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union.

———————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. ROTHFUS:

H.R. 2195. A bill to amend the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015
to eliminate exceptions to the limitations
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