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We also need to stop the racial
profiling that disproportionally affects
African Americans. We need to pass the
End Racial Profiling Act, H.R. 1933, be-
cause racial profiling has no place in a
21st century police force.

It is also time to pass ‘‘ban the box”
for Federal contractors and agencies. I
am proud to be working with our col-
leagues on the Senate side, Senators
BOOKER and BROWN, to do just that.

We can’t stop with the criminal jus-
tice system. We have got to create job
training, workforce training, and eco-
nomic opportunities for people of color
in marginalized communities who have
been, unfortunately, impacted by gen-
erations of endemic barriers rooted in
discrimination.

———

BEWARE THE ARROGANCE OF THE
UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. HUELSKAMP) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Mr. Speaker, I
want to tell you about a brave lady
named Ellie, whom I met a few years
ago in Kansas. This is her story.

One Tuesday morning, back in 1973,
she opened up her local newspaper to
read about a U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion that shocked her, outraged her,
and saddened her. She questioned how
a small group of unelected judges could
reach such a tragic and illegitimate de-
cision in the name of constitutional
rights.

That case was the fateful Roe v.
Wade decision that mandated abortion
on demand throughout all 50 States for
all 9 months of pregnancy. In response
to the Court’s ruling, Ellie rushed out
to the nearest abortion clinic.

Expecting other outraged Kansans to
already be there, Ellie found herself
alone. No one else was there. It seemed
that the Supreme Court, in far-off
Washington, had imposed its radical
decision on Ellie and an entire Nation
without anyone noticing, few caring,
and no one responding about the lives
of the unborn.

As history does report, that seem-
ingly deafening silence didn’t stay that
way. Soon, Ellie was joined by others,
many others. Contrary to the expecta-
tions of the elite lawyers on the Su-
preme Court, their decision did not
short-circuit or end the debate over
abortion; rather, over the following
years, it ignited the debate.

While the Court still stubbornly
clings to the ruling, science has ex-
posed its folly. Legal scholars recog-
nize its defects. Most importantly, pub-
lic opinion, from the young to the old,
has passed them by. Today, an over-
whelming majority of Americans op-
pose an overwhelming percentage of all
abortions.

Today, the Supreme Court may be
tempted to repeat that same mistake.
They may be emboldened to impose
again a so-called 50-State solution on
the entire Nation. By radically at-
tempting to redefine marriage for Ellie
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and the entire country by invalidating
centuries of marriage laws and by si-
lencing the more than 50 million Amer-
icans—that is 50 million Americans—
who have voted to protect marriage as
between one man and one woman, this
court would, once again, be repeating
their arrogant mistake of misreading
both the American public and our
American Constitution.

Unlike 1973, I believe that Americans
are already beginning to engage on this
issue. This time, Ellie will not be
alone. If this Supreme Court attempts
to shred again another foundational as-
pect of our society, there will be a
strong, quick, and ferocious response,
for a small group of lawyers should not
impose their redefinition of marriage
on every single American State, every
single American citizen, every single
American family, and every single
American church and synagogue.

Therefore, I implore this Court to
learn from the Roe v. Wade mistake, do
its job, read and obey the Constitution,
and correctly affirm that Ellie and the
citizens of every one of our united
States are free to affirm or restore
marriage as the union of one man and
one woman.

——
TO BE POOR IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. RANGEL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I am
thankful for this opportunity. I feel so
proud to be an American and be in this
great country where so many Members
of Congress have come from families
and communities that have been poor,
without the dreams or hopes that they
would ever be in a position to serve
this great country in the most august
legislative body in the world.

I know I have been through more
riots than anyone else, coming from
Harlem and being older than most
Members; yet, throughout the world, I
am so proud that people respect our
country because of the opportunities
we have here.

Therefore, to all Americans, it has to
be painful and embarrassing to see on
international news or to have our
international friends think that we are
a country that allow young, Black men
to be shot down, murdered, and killed
and that this is supposed to represent
America.

It doesn’t really, in my mind, rep-
resent our country; it represents pov-
erty, but it is so hard for people to be-
lieve that the richest country in the
world could have this cancer of poverty
that eats away from so many things
that we could be doing.

There were so many dreams and
hopes when President Obama came in
and recognized how much you can ac-
complish if you have access to edu-
cation. I was among those who recog-
nized that a bum from Lenox Avenue in
Harlem, being given an opportunity
with the GI Bill, can go to New York
University, go to law school, become a
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Federal prosecutor, and come here in
Congress.

I knew, Mr. Speaker, the President
understood the power of being exposed
to education and what it has done to
make America all that she is today,
but I had no idea of the problems he
would face as our President, the depth
of people who wanted to prevent him
from making a contribution to our
country, the partisanship that exists
today, and the pain that I feel now
when you talk about education, wheth-
er or not you support traditional public
schools or charter schools, when the
greatest thing that we can do and the
obligation we have as Members of Con-
gress is to invest in the education of
our young people for the future of this
great country.

Mr. Speaker, poverty is more than
lack of self-esteem. Poverty means
that there is a degree in the connection
between poverty and hopelessness, pov-
erty and joblessness, poverty in not
being able to send your kids to school,
poverty in not even knowing how to
take care of yourself in terms of
health. Poverty can cause people not to
be able to make the contributions that
they can make to the country.

The disparity between the wealthy
people that we have in this country
and those who work hard every day and
don’t have enough money for dispos-
able income, poverty and near in pov-
erty reduces the ability of the middle
class to have disposable income, to be
able to purchase, to support jobs
through small businesses.

Poverty is so costly, Mr. Speaker,
not only in the prestige, the power, and
the expectation of our great country;
but how much do we pay to put poor
folks in jail? How much, really, do we
pay to subsidize earned income tax
credits, low-income housing credits,
children tax credits, subsidies, not be-
cause these things don’t pay off, but
subsidies because we don’t have pro-
grams for them? We have to do every-
thing we can. These are costly; but who
can deny the return on these types of
investments?

The trillions of dollars that we have
invested in our defense has little or no
return, but the investment that we can
have in people and the talent of our
minds can make this country all that
she can be.

Let’s increase education and decrease
poverty.

————
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NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DoLD). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMP-
SON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the House Ag-
riculture Subcommittee on Conserva-
tion and Forestry, which I chair, con-
ducted a hearing to review the Na-
tional Forest System and active forest
management.
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The health of our national forests is
an issue of vital importance for rural
America. Not only are national forests
a source of immense natural beauty,
but they provide us with natural re-

sources, healthy watersheds, rec-
reational opportunities, and wildlife
habitat.

Perhaps more importantly, they

serve as economic engines for the sur-
rounding local communities. Our na-
tional forests are capable of providing
and sustaining these economic bene-
fits, but they need proper management
in order to do so.

The U.S. Forest Service manages
more than 193 million acres of land
across 41 States. Within those 41 States
are over 700 counties containing na-
tional forestland. These counties and
communities within them rely on us to
be good stewards of these Federal
lands, and there is a direct correlation
between forest health and vibrant rural
communities.

The people living in these rural areas
depend on well-managed national for-
ests to foster jobs and economic oppor-
tunities. These jobs come from diverse
sources, such as timbering, energy pro-
duction, or recreation. However, if
those jobs disappear, so do jobs that
support those industries. It is a snow-
ball effect from there, threatening
school systems and infrastructure in
these rural communities.

As a result, effective management
and Forest Service decisions have sig-
nificant consequences on our constitu-
ents who live in and around national
forests. Healthier, well-managed na-
tional forests are more sustainable for
generations to come due to the con-
tinual risks of catastrophic fires and
invasive species outbreaks. Especially
with the decline in timber harvesting
and the revenue to counties from tim-
ber receipts over the past two decades,
rural economies will benefit immensely
from increased timber harvest.

We can continue supporting a diverse
population of wildlife through active
land management practices, such as
prescribed burns. Our national forests
are not museums. They were never in-
tended to sit idly. I say it frequently,
but national forests are not national
parks.

When Congress created the National
Forest System more than 100 years
ago, it was designed so that sur-
rounding communities would benefit
from multiple uses. Our national for-
ests are meant to provide timber, oil,
natural gas, wildlife habitat, rec-
reational opportunities, and clean
drinking water, not just for the rural
communities, but these tend to be the
headwaters of the waters that provide
water for our cities as well.

During yesterday’s hearing, members
of the Conservation and Forestry Sub-
committee called upon Forest Service
Chief Thomas Tidwell to use the tools
that Congress made available in the
2014 farm bill in order to strengthen
rural economies and improve the
health of our national forests. One cer-
tainly complements the other.
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POLICY FAILURES OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. FUDGE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, I am here
today to talk about the policy failures
of this body.

Mr. Speaker, when we look at Balti-
more, let me tell you why it is not a
shock to me. It is because when you
disinvest in education, when you pro-
vide no places for kids to play and no
summer jobs, Baltimore happens. When
you refuse to provide resources for job
training for decent housing and you
have a lack of resources to the commu-
nities of highest need, Baltimore hap-
pens.

The budget we are working on this
week continues to prove that the ma-
jority of people in this House care lit-
tle about the plight of the poor and un-
derserved communities. There is a lack
of concern for education.

I sit on the Education Committee as
we are talking about reauthorizing
ESEA, and the majority passed out of
committee the ability to block grant
all title I funding. So now children who
are poor, disabled, or minority will be
at the mercy of their State to deter-
mine what kind of education they get.
Ohio has one way to do it; Indiana has
another way to do it. It all depends on
what your ZIP Code is anymore as to
what your educational attainment may
be. They, further, have reduced Federal
funding for education every year of
their plan.

I work in a body where the majority
wants to block grant Medicaid. So
State by State they will determine who
qualifies, who is sick enough to qual-
ify. I work in a body where there is no
value placed on our greatest asset,
which is our people. These are the peo-
ple who want to reduce block grants
and community funding and commu-
nity policing.

Our communities are crying out
every day for our attention. Did what
happened in Baltimore get our atten-
tion? It should have, and it did. Was it
right? No. Violence is never right. But
we have to hear the cries of the people
in need.

So today, I want to say to the Gray
family and all of the people who are in
the streets in Baltimore: I apologize. 1
apologize for a body that has failed
you. I apologize for people who only
give lip service to the poor. I apologize
because we could do better to make
your lives better.

Mr. Speaker, it is our responsibility
as the leaders of this Nation to take
care of the people who need us the
most.

Miss Gray, I apologize.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 21
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER
Rabbi Michael Siegel, Anshe Emet
Synagogue, Chicago, Illinois, offered

the following prayer:

Almighty God, instill within the
Members of the House of Representa-
tives the deep understanding of the po-
tential that this day holds as they
work together for the common good of
all people in this great land.

Open their hearts to respond mean-
ingfully to the voices of those who hun-
ger for justice, hunger for equality, and
hunger for opportunity.

Give them the strength and wisdom
to ensure the security of this great Na-
tion and her friends around the world.

On this day that George Washington
was inaugurated as the first President
of the United States in 1789, we ask
You, God, to bless each and every
Member of this august body with the
same courage that he exhibited in his
time, in order to fulfill the vision and
purpose of this great land for us and all
who will follow in the future.

Let us pray that together this body,
together, will do their part to create a
world worthy of God’s presence and
God’s blessing.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. HAHN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. HAHN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.
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