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Since the last helicopter left the U.S.
Embassy roof in Saigon 40 years ago,
Vietnam has been under Communist
control. And with Communist control
has come a shameful human rights
record. What was a hot spot in the cold
war is now a cold spot for people aspir-
ing to walk, to borrow a phrase from
Hubert Humphrey, in ‘‘the warm sun-
shine of human rights.”

Vietnam’s postwar history began
with a purge that resulted in the
deaths of thousands. Hundreds of thou-
sands of refugees escaped. Many died in
the process, but many survived. Some
made it to America, where they pur-
sued the American Dream. They have
undertaken diverse endeavors, from
running small shops in Orange County,
California, to fishing operations in
Louisiana, to practicing medicine in
places like Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

For those who are still living under
the Communist regime, they must be
ever-fearful of a government all too
willing to crush freedom. Political
freedom. Religious freedom. Freedom
of the press. Freedom in family life.

In Vietnam, Catholics, Buddhists,
Falun Gong, and other religious mi-
norities have been harassed, impris-
oned, and persecuted for their faith. In
Vietnam, hundreds of political pris-
oners are held in jail or under house ar-
rest. The Vietnamese Government con-
tinues to restrain the press, and they
have engaged in coercive population
control practices.

Never forget: our servicemembers
fought, and many died, to prevent the
tragedies Communist rule would im-
pose upon the Vietnamese, Laotian,
and Cambodian people, the latter of
whom suffered an outright genocide
that killed millions.

We are grateful that our servicemem-
bers were able to save thousands of Vi-
etnamese.

To the Vietnam veterans who under-
took Operation Frequent Wind 40 years
ago this weekend in the chaotic days
before Saigon fell, be proud you res-
cued 7,000 Americans and South Viet-
namese. God alone knows the ripples in
history that their having escaped will
cause.

As we look to the future, let us have
a final accounting for all our MIAs. Let
us insist that if Vietnam desires to in-
tegrate further with the community of
nations, then it must allow much
greater freedom for its people. And let
us hope that the people of Vietnam will
not have to endure another four dec-
ades of repression and that one day,
perhaps this decade, the freedom for
which our servicemembers died will fi-
nally take root by the South China
Sea.

————

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my colleague from California,
Congressman BARBARA LEE, for her
courtesy.
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I join today in standing with my
chair, Congressman BUTTERFIELD of the
Congressional Black Caucus. I, as well,
am overwhelmed with the pain that we
have seen not only in Baltimore, which
we have seen most recently, but in cit-
ies like Ferguson, in North Charleston,
in New York, where we have seen the
convergence of poverty and the need
for criminal justice reform converge.

I too want to offer my sympathy to
the family of Freddie Gray. We have
watched them over the past couple of
days. In the midst of their mourning to
be able to stand up and call for peace,
nonviolence, nonviolent protests, they
should be honored.

And to those in Baltimore, and par-
ticularly my colleague from Mary-
land—I will call him Congressman
CUMMINGS with the bullhorn politics,
the bullhorn leadership—he should be
commended for the stunning and out-
standing engagement, that he touched
the hearts and minds of his constitu-
ents, walked those streets, to be able
to acknowledge the pain, the poverty,
but that there is a better way, that
there is a way toward the stars that we
all want our children to have.

And, yes, to Ms. Graham, who wanted
better for her son Michael. I want him
not to be embarrassed but to be proud
that he had a mother with such deep
love that she wanted to take him away
from doing it wrongly—not against
protests, not against the quiet march-
ing of the spirit of Dr. King, but to
know that engaging in violence is in-
tolerable and will not allow him to
reach the very high heights that he can
reach.

Today I stand here to acknowledge
the convergence of the need for crimi-
nal justice reform and the deep and
abiding poverty in the African Amer-
ican community. One in every six
Americans is living in poverty, total-
ing 46.2 million people. This is the
highest number in 17 years. Children
represent a disproportionate amount of
the United States poor population. It
falls heavily on the African American
community.

In my district, there are 190,000-plus
living in poverty. It falls heavily on
the African American community.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a standing
invitation for the door to open and say,
let’s blame President Obama. President
Obama has been a stellar leader on the
questions of realizing the investment
in people. From the stimulus that
brought us out of the depths of collapse
of the markets and a complete implod-
ing of the capitalistic system, he pro-
vided the stimulus that moved us to-
ward an economy where we were cre-
ating jobs.

But here we have in Congress this
dastardly sequester that is cutting
Head Start seats, not investing in in-
frastructure, not creating jobs or pro-
viding opportunities for our young peo-
ple.

So today I say that there needs to be
a call for action. That call for action is
that this Congress must get rid of se-
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quester and must look at the Balti-
mores and must look at the Fergusons
and Houstons and L.A.s and New Yorks
and cities across America and realize
that we are coming upon a summer-
time. And if we don’t act to invest in
our children and to begin to give an
agenda to release ourselves from pov-
erty, we will have doomed ourselves.

And I would offer to say that the in-
ertia of moving toward criminal justice
reform in this Congress is unaccept-
able.

I call upon Members to come to-
gether collectively to be able to pass
legislation, the Cadet bill that I have
introduced, the Build TRUST bill. But,
more importantly, I am calling upon
our government to invest in our youth,
to get rid of the poverty, to prepare
them as they go into higher education,
as they go into upper grades. We must
have a program of summer jobs this
summer, and we must have a collabo-
rative effort with corporate America.

Wake up, corporate America. Wake
up, corporate Baltimore. Wake up, cor-
porate New York. Wake up, corporate
Houston. There must be an investment
in summer jobs, collaborating with the
Federal Government to make a dif-
ference to lift families out of poverty.
We do know that summer jobs with
young people elevate families’ ability
to pay their bills and to provide re-
sources for their families.

So if the story of Baltimore is any, it
is one, don’t jump to conclusions.
Don’t jump to conclusions that Freddie
Gray tried to hurt himself. Don’t jump
to conclusions that these young people
don’t mean well. Don’t jump to conclu-
sions that they shouldn’t have done
what they have done. Jump to the con-
clusions that these are young people
who are hungry and looking for leader-
ship and are in pain, as Congressman
CUMMINGS said.

Look for the opportunity for them.
Help rebuild Baltimore. Help give them
jobs. Help tell them that the improved
relationships between police and com-
munity are going to be moved forward
as a number one agenda for the United
States Congress and this government
that they call the United States of
America.

Let us have a call to action—not of
condemnation, but of action.

I want to thank the young people
who nonviolently marched all over
America, indicating Black lives matter
and all lives matter. The Congressional
Black Caucus stands to stamp out pov-
erty, and we stand, Mr. Speaker, to
bring opportunities to young people.

—————

HONORING SANDERS-BROWN
CENTER ON AGING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. BARR) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the University of Ken-
tucky’s Sanders-Brown Center on
Aging, which was established in 1979
and is one of the original 10 National
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Institutes of Health-funded Alzheimer’s
disease research centers.

The TUniversity of Kentucky Alz-
heimer’s Disease Center, ably led by
Director Dr. Linda Van Eldik and her
outstanding team of scientists and in-
vestigators, supports and facilitates re-
search with a long-term goal of ena-
bling more effective translation of
complex scientific discoveries to inter-
vention strategies that improve the
lives of patients.

The Sanders-Brown scientists are fo-
cused on understanding the mecha-
nisms involved in development and
progression of age-related
neurodegenerative diseases, such as
Alzheimer’s disease and related demen-
tias and stroke, and are seeking new
knowledge breakthroughs to combat
these diseases of the elderly.

This center also promotes education
and outreach, provides clinical and
neuropathological diagnoses and care
of patients with cognitive impairment,
and runs an active clinical trials pro-
gram to test potential new therapies.
These activities are critical because,
with the aging of the population world-
wide and in this country, age-related
cognitive disorders, such as Alz-
heimer’s disease, are reaching epidemic
proportions, requiring a desperate need
to identify strategies for effective
therapeutic intervention.

According to a recent report, an esti-
mated 5.3 million Americans have Alz-
heimer’s disease, and that is in 2015
alone. This includes an estimated 5.1
million people age 65 and older and ap-
proximately 200,000 individuals under
the age of 66 who have younger-onset
Alzheimer’s disease. Barring the devel-
opment of medical breakthroughs, the
number will rise to 13.8 million by the
year 2050.

Almost half a million people age 65 or
older will develop Alzheimer’s in the
United States this year alone. To put
that into perspective, every 67 seconds,
someone in the United States develops
Alzheimer’s. By midcentury, an Amer-
ican will develop the disease every 33
seconds.

Alzheimer’s disease is the sixth lead-
ing cause of death in the United States
and fifth leading cause of death for
those age 65 or older. There is an enor-
mous cost and financial impact of this
disease.

Alzheimer’s is, in fact, the costliest
disease to society. Total 2015 payments
for caring for those with Alzheimer’s
and other dementias are estimated at
$226 billion. Total payments for health
care, long-term care, and hospice for
people with Alzheimer’s and other de-
mentias are projected to increase to
more than $1 trillion in 2050.

So when we talk about reforming
Medicare, when we talk about doing
the things we need to do to save Medi-
care and keep our promises to our sen-
iors, we have to recognize the critical
importance and the return on invest-
ment that that investment in the Na-
tional Institutes of Health can have.

I say, in the debates about Medicare
reform—and these are important de-
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bates—let’s pay attention to invest-
ment in the National Institutes of
Health and particularly the under-
investment in the research that goes
on in places like the Sanders-Brown
Center on Aging.
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This can have an enormous impact
on our ability to keep Medicare solvent
and also improve the lives of so many
Americans. So I call on all of my col-
leagues here to join me in thanking ev-
eryone at the University of Kentucky
Sanders-Brown Center on Aging for
their contributions to continue the
fight against Alzheimer’s and other
diseases of the elderly.

————

IMPACTS OF PERSISTENT POV-
ERTY IN THE AFRICAN AMER-
ICAN COMMUNITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
EMMER of Minnesota). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise first to
send my thoughts and prayers to the
family of Freddie Gray and the entire
city of Baltimore. Today, another fam-
ily is grieving another young life need-
lessly cut short; and, again, a commu-
nity is searching for answers in the
face of tragedy and injustice.

My own community knows this all
too well. On New Year’s Day 2009, Oscar
Grant, a bright young man, was mur-
dered on the Fruitvale Bay Area Rapid
Transit platform in Oakland. Our com-
munity took to the streets demanding
justice.

Freddie Gray, Oscar Grant, Mike
Brown, Tamir Rice, and Trayvon Mar-
tin and the list goes on, all lives cut
short. Today, their stories compel us to
come to the House floor to join mil-
lions of Americans around our Nation
in saying that, like all lives, Black
lives also do matter.

Make no mistake, the issues rocking
many communities are not a new phe-
nomenon. These tragedies, yes, are a
part of a dark legacy of injustice born
in the sufferings of the Middle Passage,
nurtured through slavery, and codified
in Jim Crow.

On April 14, 1967, at Stanford Univer-
sity, Dr. King described these issues in
his “Two Americas” speech. He said,
“There are literally two Americas. One
America is overflowing with the milk
of prosperity and honey of opportunity.
Tragically and unfortunately, there is
another America. This other America
has a daily ugliness about it that con-
stantly transforms the ebulliency of
hope into the fatigue of despair.”

The ugly fact is that two Americas
still exist nearly five decades later. An
African American male is killed by a
security officer, police officer, or a self-
proclaimed vigilante every 28 hours in
the United States. One in three Black
men will be arrested in their lifetime,
a reason why men from communities of
color, unfortunately, make up more
than 70 percent of the United States
prison population.
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Sadly, our laws have made having a
criminal justice record a lifetime bar-
rier to the ‘““honey of opportunity” Dr.
King described. A formerly incarcer-
ated individual who has paid his or her
dues to society and is out of jail is still
denied access to Pell grants, closing off
the opportunity for higher education
and a better job. Ten States enforce
lifetime bans on receiving food assist-
ance, SNAP benefits, for drug-related
felonies—only drug-related felonies.

Mr. Speaker, these limitations are
components of a system that continues
to punish someone for life for having
made a mistake. This system main-
tains cyclical and systemic barriers
that keep generations of African Amer-
icans from building pathways out of
poverty.

Recently, the Joint Economic Com-
mittee, under the leadership of Rank-
ing Member CAROLYN B. MALONEY, re-
leased a report with the Congressional
Black Caucus on the economic state of
Black America, which Congressman
BUTTERFIELD laid out the bleak find-
ing. I hope Members recognize this is a
wake-up call.

Children in African American house-
holds are nearly twice as likely to be
raised in the bottom 20 percent of in-
come distribution as children in White
households; and, while African Amer-
ican students represent 18 percent of
the overall preschool enrollment, they
account for 42 percent of preschool stu-
dent expulsion—these are kids ages 2 to
5 years old—expulsions. These children
don’t even get a start, let alone a head
start.

The link between the economic in-
equality and our broken criminal jus-
tice system and education is crystal
clear, and Congress must do more to
break down these systemic barriers.

Our friend and our colleague, our
chair of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, said in his inaugural speech when
he was sworn in, ‘“‘America is not work-
ing for many African Americans, and
we, as the Congressional Black Caucus,
have an obligation to fight harder and
smarter to help repair the damage.”’

Mr. Speaker, we must come together
as never before to address the sys-
temic, structural, and rampant racial
bias endemic in our institutions and
criminal justice system.

We have introduced the Half in Ten
Act, H.R. 258, to create a mnational
strategy to cut poverty in half in 10
years. By coordinating and empowering
all Federal agencies, we can 1lift 22 mil-
lion Americans out of poverty and into
the middle class, but that is only one
step. We must bring serious structural
reforms to our broken criminal justice
system.

I am proud to be a cosponsor of the
Stop Militarizing Law Enforcement
Act, H.R. 1232, because war weapons
don’t belong on Main Street. We also
need to pass the Police Accountability
Act, H.R. 1102, and the Grand Jury Re-
form Act, H.R. 429, to ensure account-
ability and that deadly force cases are
actually heard by a judge.
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