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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CARTER of Georgia).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 30, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable EARL L.
CARTER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

———————

IT IS TIME TO STOP STALLING ON
THE HIGHWAY TRUST FUND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, on
May 31, a looming deadline, the high-
way trust fund extension expires. I ac-
tually could have dusted off the speech
I gave last summer, arguing against
this ill-advised measure to slide it into
this spring.

As I pointed out then, we will be
right back in the same spot. We will be
stuck. We won’t have a long-term pro-

posal. We won’t have a short-term pro-
posal. We will look at another exten-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for us to stop
the stalling. Everyone ought to make a
commitment that this will be the last
extension that we take before we give
America what it needs, a robust 6-year
reauthorization of the critical highway
trust fund.

Please focus on making sure this
does not slide beyond the end of this
Federal fiscal year because Congress
doesn’t act absent some sort of dead-
line, and do instead what we do best:
stall, study, and sidestep.

If we would actually start working
now, the 5 months until the expiration
of this Federal fiscal year, we can actu-
ally give the people legislation they de-
serve. It is not that hard; except if you
never start, if you don’t know how big
the program is going to be, if you don’t
get down to business, it is difficult.

Now, I hear that the simplest ap-
proach, the most direct approach—rais-
ing the gas tax for the first time in 22
years—is somehow too hard, too dif-
ficult for Congress. It has been pro-
nounced dead on arrival. It is off the
table, according to our distinguished
majority leader and the chair of the
Committee on Ways and Means.

Why exactly is it off the table? Why
is this too hard for Congress? If it was
good enough for Dwight Eisenhower to
start the Interstate Highway System,
if it was good enough for Ronald
Reagan to call Congress to come back
during his Thanksgiving Day speech,
November 29, 1982, to more than double
the gas tax, if it is good enough for 19
States—including, this year, five Re-
publican States—to raise the gas tax,
why is it too hard for us? Maybe it is
because we have never given the people
who care deeply about this a chance to
make their case.

The Republicans have been in charge
for 52 months. We have not had a single
hearing on Ways and Means on trans-

portation finance. What if we allowed
the Chamber of Commerce, the AFL-
CIO, the American Trucking Associa-
tion, contractors, local governments,
engineers, environmentalists, mayors
to come in and make the case why they
support raising the gas tax?

Maybe if Congress did its job, if it lis-
tened to the people, if it allowed the
broadest coalition you have seen on
Capitol Hill on any major idea to come
in, take a couple days, work with Con-
gress, explain the issues, dive into the
details, actually show politicians that
even the public supports it, maybe we
could do our job, maybe we could have
a 6-year reauthorization, maybe we
could put hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple to work at family-wage jobs all
across America, making our families
safer, healthier, and more economi-
cally secure.

Deadline, September 30—get down to
work; have some hearings; do our job;
produce the bill, and America will be
better off.

———————

SALUTING LAW ENFORCEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to discuss a matter that is,
frankly, getting out of hand. It is more
than a matter; it is a problem. This is
a problem that has expanded beyond
the borders of individual American cit-
ies and into the international spot-
light. It is a problem that is no longer
a localized issue, but a national one
that is spiraling out of control.

This week, we watched in horror as
Baltimore burned. We watched in dis-
gust as lowlifes destroyed their own
communities as local government help-
lessly stood by. We watched in anger
that some could even think to justify
this sort of behavior. I applaud Presi-
dent Obama for calling those respon-
sible for the destruction who they real-
ly are, criminals and thugs.
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Mr. Speaker, everyone has the right
to participate in peaceful demonstra-
tions, and I thank and respect those in
Baltimore who exercised their con-
stitutionally granted right, but, when
the actions of a few infringe on the
rights of others, we have a problem.
When the actions of a few violent pro-
testers dominate the 24-hour news
cycle, it takes away from the impor-
tance of the message, and it tears apart
already fragile communities.

When businesses are trashed, those
responsible must be brought to justice.
When a national chain pharmacy is set
aflame, we ask if they will ever risk
doing business in that community ever
again.

As a businessowner, I can tell you,
Mr. Speaker, it would take a whole lot
of convincing to get me to invest my
sweat, energy, and treasure in a city
that has demonstrated the type of law-
lessness we have seen in recent days,
and that is a tragedy. It is a tragedy
because these communities so des-
perately need structure, stability, sup-
port, and jobs.

Mr. Speaker, it is law enforcement
that will help reassure businesses that
they will be able to safely operate in
these communities. It is law enforce-
ment that will reduce the risk that is
currently holding back job creators
from setting up shop. Mr. Speaker,
communities must have law and order
to succeed and prosper. I applaud those
in law enforcement who have worked
so hard to ensure that.

In God we trust.

———

PUT A WOMAN ON THE TWENTY
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, what
would it be like if the Chamber and
this government reflected the diversity
of the American people? There would
be a lot more portraits of women
alongside all the portraits of com-
mittee chairmen of the past decades.

In 2015, it wouldn’t be newsworthy
when a competent, intelligent person
who happens to be African American is
hired for a job for which she is su-
premely qualified, which happened this
week when Loretta Liynch was sworn in
as our 83rd Attorney General. We
wouldn’t still be talking about unequal
pay for equal work.

I believe that, if there is a country
that truly believes in equality, that it
is time to put our money where our
mouths are, literally, and express that
sense of justice on the most widely
used currency in international trans-
action.

Last week, I introduced the Put a
Woman on the Twenty Act to build on
the grassroots campaign Kknown as
Women on 20s, working to bring gender
equality to our currency. Their public
campaign has garnered more than half
a million votes in support of putting a
woman on a $20 bill. I loved the idea,
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and it was brought to me by a smart,
young woman on my staff, Kate John-
son. To me, this isn’t just a women’s
issue; it is an American issue.

My bill simply directs the Secretary
of the Treasury to convene a panel of
citizens to solicit recommendations
from the public for a woman to be
placed on the $20 bill. Women have in-
spired generations of Americans for
their courage by challenging this Na-
tion to protect the civil rights of all
Americans.

Women have advocated for voting
rights and equal protection under the
law and for programs that serve the
most vulnerable members of our com-
munities. Women led us out of slavery
on the Underground Railroad, taught
us what the phrase ‘‘all men are cre-
ated equal’ really means by fighting
for women’s suffrage and civil rights
and have led in all sectors in society.

When I go to the bank, when I use an
ATM, when I travel overseas, the $20
bill is already widely used and in the
purses and wallets of hundreds of mil-
lions of Americans. We all know that
the almighty dollar speaks; but what if
it had a woman’s voice?

Consider for a moment the powerful
message that would be sent to a young
girl in Chicago if she saw a portrait
celebrating Rosa Parks or Harriet Tub-
man when she reached into her wallet
to make a purchase. What about the
young man in a country far away who
maybe is still hearing damaging mes-
sages about the role of women in his
country?

The portrait of Wilma Mankiller or
Eleanor Roosevelt on the United States
bill that represents power and success
to him provides a new opportunity to
show our common values about equal-
ity and inclusion in faraway places.

The organization Women on 20s has
put forward four exceptional female
leaders for this honor: Rosa Parks,
Wilma Mankiller, Harriet Tubman, and
Eleanor Roosevelt. That is a great list,
but there is no reason to stop there.
The initiative has sparked conversa-
tions about the many great women who
have contributed in significant ways to
strengthening our Nation.

I have certainly benefited from the
passionate advocacy of women who
have fought for civil rights and equal-
ity, as have my daughters and con-
stituents in Chicago, many of whom
are debating and weighing in on the
candidates for this incredible honor.

Roosevelt University in Chicago has
launched a campuswide campaign to
champion Eleanor Roosevelt for the
honor and not just because they were
named after her. As a result of the
campaign, students are participating in
a national dialogue about her work ad-
vocating for child labor laws to protect
kids and all workers from unsafe condi-
tions and long hours, for gender equal-
ity, and safe housing.

Now, I don’t know who will be cho-
sen. She could be one of the women
suggested already or any one of many
other talented, impressive women in
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our country’s history. My mother, who
is an amazing woman, would probably
get my personal vote, but she is out of
the running because, thankfully, she is
still alive.

I believe the time has come to have
our currency represent the contribu-
tions of women throughout our history.
A woman’s place is in the boardroom,
chairing the committee, in the labora-
tory, in the Oval Office, and, yes, even
on our currency.

————
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TRADE PROMOTION AUTHORITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, it is
said that, when the plan for the an-
cient city of Alexandria was presented
to the great Alexander, his master
builder pointed with pride to an inge-
nious way to honor the city’s name-
sake. All of the city’s water supply
would be channeled to one great cen-
tral fountain featuring a giant statue
of Alexander and then flow from it to
the surrounding city.

When Alexander seemed unimpressed,
his architect explained the symbolism.
Water, the life’s blood of the city,
would flow from Alexander to Alexan-
dria. Alexander replied, ‘“‘But water is
not the life’s blood of a city. Commerce
is the life’s blood of a city.” The statue
of Alexander was placed, instead, at
the entrance to the port.

As it is with city-states, it is with
nation-states. Every nation that en-
gages in trade prospers from it; every
nation that fails to trade, fails to pros-
per.

Today, international trade agree-
ments are the means by which nations
establish the terms of their commerce.
This often requires intricate negotia-
tions with trading partners, and our
trading partners must be confident
that the United States is bargaining in
good faith and that what is decided at
the bargaining table will not be re-
voked or redefined later at a congres-
sional table.

The Constitution gives Congress the
authority to regulate commerce with
other nations. Congress, thus, has the
final say over any trade agreement, but
trading partners have to have con-
fidence that, once the agreement has
been reached, it represents the last
best offer of both sides, a meeting of
the minds that won’t be repeatedly al-
tered after the fact.

That is why, since the 1930s, Congress
has chosen to exercise its responsi-
bility by establishing the broad terms
of the agreement that it seeks and then
giving explicit instructions to our ne-
gotiators at the beginning of the proc-
ess. If—and only if—these objectives
are advanced in the agreement, Con-
gress will then consider it as a whole
package and either approve it or reject
it.
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