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What the Baltimore rioters and other
rioters across this Nation fail to under-
stand, particularly those who are in
Baltimore, what they fail to under-
stand and what they fail to consider is
how many people in that neighborhood
were depending on the CVS drug store,
or how many older neighbors of those
same young people were looking for-
ward to the day that they could call
that burned-down senior citizens home
a home for themselves, and they were
looking forward to it being completed.
“When is the move-in date?”” They
were looking forward to the comfort of
that senior home.

Simply put, Madam Speaker, sense-
less destruction of your own neighbor-
hood is not protesting; it is pillaging.
It is not political; it is pillaging—noth-
ing more, nothing less. It is pillaging
your own neighborhood.

That is unintelligent. That makes no
sense. That is eating the wrapper and
throwing the candy bar away. It makes
no sense to pillage your own neighbor-
hood and deny your own people.

Beyond Baltimore, Madam Speaker—
yes, and there is a beyond Baltimore.
Beyond Baltimore, we must look at the
whole picture of violence in our Na-
tion. The violence that has plagued
Baltimore didn’t come out of nowhere.
It wasn’t just a spark out of nowhere.

Instead, Madam Speaker, it was
sparked by the frustration that so
many African Americans feel with the
reports of the death of yet another
young African American man at the
hands of our Nation’s police. It was
sparked by the flame of frustration
that far too many of our Nation’s
youth are facing each and every day of
their lives: unemployment, disrespect,
broken-down homes, broken-down com-
munities, failed education systems.

All these frustrations, frustrations
that deny them a sense that there is a
future for them in this Nation, these
frustrations inflame all the fires in
Baltimore or in other places across this
Nation.
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That said, Madam Speaker, from my
friend Fred Hampton, my friend Mi-
chael Clark in 1969 to Michael Brown
and Eric Garner and Tamir Rice and
now Freddie Gray in 2015, we have seen
far too many young men of color fall
victim to the very same people who
were sworn to serve and protect.

This mother is demonstrating the
power of a mother’s love and the power
of a mother’s courage. She walked into
harm’s way straightforward, directly
to, located her son. And she is dem-
onstrating a power that is beyond
imagination and beyond all selfless-
ness.

To honor her and the important role
that all mothers, mamas, our moth-
ers—including my own mother—to
honor them and to honor the impor-
tant role that they play in taking back
our streets and ending the violence
that plagues our communities all
across this Nation, I humbly call on
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America’s mothers, those in the Afri-
can American community and outside
of the African American community,
those in urban areas and those in rural
areas, all American mothers, to wear
yellow, to wear yellow, to wear yellow
on Mother’s Day in a symbolic show of
solidarity and to create a ‘‘Mothers in
Yellow’”’ movement to end the violence
that plagues this Nation’s cities, this
Nation’s communities, this Nation’s
neighborhoods.

Mothers, rise up now. Use this as an
occasion to take back the streets. Your
pain, the pain that you feel, your sense
of loss of hope for your child, your
sense of finality in terms of a future of
your child, that pain must stop, and
you have the power to stop it.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

THE GLOBAL CHRISTIAN
PERSECUTION EPIDEMIC

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. POE) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
this Easter, Pope Francis focused his
message on the worldwide persecution
of Christians. Around the world, Chris-
tians are being imprisoned, tortured,
and killed for their faith. According to
the Pew Research Center, no religious
group is persecuted in more countries
around the world than Christians.
Christians faced persecution in 102
countries out of about 190-plus that we
have in the world. That was in 2013. So
tonight I will mention only eight of
those countries: Iran, North Korea,
Pakistan, Egypt, Libya, Syria, Iraq,
and Kenya. And I will also mention
that terrorist group, ISIS.

Christian pastor and American cit-
izen Saeed Abedini has been held in an
Iranian jail for the last 2% years be-
cause he is a Christian. Weeks before
he turned 7, Pastor Abedini’s son wrote
to his imprisoned father, inviting him
to come to his birthday party. In reply,
Pastor Abedini wrote: ‘“Daddy loves
you so much. I long to be there for
your birthday and to make this re-
union happen, but my chains are keep-
ing me from you.” His son celebrated
his 7th birthday last month. It was his
third birthday without his dad. His dad
is still in the jailhouse because he is a
Christian.

According to the 2015 Open Doors
World Watch List, North Korea is the
worst persecutor of Christians in the
whole world. Christians are sent to
prison camps for possession of Bibles,
which is a crime. Some are even exe-
cuted because they are Christians. The
State Department estimates that 80,000
to 120,000 North Koreans are impris-
oned in labor camps, many because of
their religious beliefs. In November
2013, 80 North Korean Christians were
reportedly executed for possession of
Bibles and South Korean religious
films.
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Now to Pakistan. In Pakistan, two
suicide blasts hit the Christ Church
and Catholic Church last month, kill-
ing 17 Christians. A Pakistan Taliban
splinter group claimed responsibility
for the attack, which left another 80
people injured. Last week, two Muslims
heading to Friday prayers at their
mosque in the same city where the
churches were bombed came across a
14-year-old Christian boy. They stopped
him and asked him his religious affili-
ation. And the boy proudly said: “‘I told
them that I am Christian. They started
beating me,” he said. ‘“When I tried
running, both boys started following
me through the street.”” They caught
me and ‘‘threw kerosene on me and set
me on fire.”” This Pakistan boy, this
Christian has burns covering more
than 55 percent of his body.

In Egypt, over a 3-day period in 2013,
Coptic Christians experienced the
worst single attack against their
churches in 700 years, with 40 Christian
churches destroyed and over 100 other
sites severely damaged. Thousands and
thousands of Coptic Christians are esti-
mated to have fled their homeland of
Egypt because of religious persecution.

Most Coptic Christians in Egypt have
a tattoo of a cross on their wrist,
Madam Speaker. It is a sign of devo-
tion to their Christian faith. When his
Arabic language teacher told Ayman
Nabil Labib to cover that tattoo in the
classroom, Ayman pulled out the cross
that was hanging around his neck for
all in the classroom to see. The teacher
was enraged. He choked Ayman and
asked his Muslim classmates, ‘“What
are you going to do with him?”’ His
classmates then beat Ayman to death.
He was murdered in an Egyptian class-
room because he was a Christian.

In Libya, ISIS captured and beheaded
21 people because they were Christians
from nearby Egypt. When the victims’
families wanted to build a church in
their honor, they were attacked by an-
other Muslim mob and beaten.

In Syria, the situation is even worse
for Christians. In June 2013, a cluster of
Christian villages were totally de-
stroyed. The head of all Franciscans in
the Middle East reported that ‘‘of the
4,000 inhabitants of the church village
of Ghassanieh, no more than 10 people
remain.” In a village of 4,000 Chris-
tians, 10 are left.

In Syria, it is not just Assad’s thugs
killing Christians. Two Syrian bishops
have been kidnapped by rebel groups.
Militants expelled 90 percent of the
Christians in the city of Homs. Patri-
arch Gregorios III of Antioch says that,
out of a population of 1.75 million,
450,000 Syrian Christians have fled
Syria in fear.

Then to Iraq. In Iraq, the story is
just as bleak. The number of Christian
churches in Iraq has declined from 300
in 2003 to 57 today. A place that Chris-
tians have called their home since the
time of Jesus, Iraq’s Christian popu-
lation has almost entirely disappeared.
The population has dropped 90 percent
since the first gulf war.
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In Kenya, Christians are also per-
secuted. At 5:30 in the morning on
April 2 of this year, the terrorist group
al Shabaab attacked a school. Collins
Wetangula, a student at the school,
said when the gunmen arrived at his
dormitory, he could hear them opening
doors and asking the people who were
hiding inside whether they were Chris-
tians or whether they were Muslims.

Here is what he said: “‘If you were a
Christian, you were shot on the spot.”
A spokesman for the terror group told
the BBC that it attacked the school be-
cause ‘‘it’s on Muslim land colonized
by non-Muslims.’”’ Of the 147 people who
were slaughtered that day because they
were Christians, many of them were
students—teenagers, kids.

When the same terrorist group at-
tacked a shopping mall in Kenya in
2013, they took a number of shoppers
captive. One of them was Joshua
Hakim. When Joshua got close to his
attackers, he showed them his ID, but
he covered up his Christian name with
his thumb. ‘“They told me to go,” he
recalled later. ‘“Then an Indian man
came forward, and they said, ‘What is
the name of Mohammed’s mother?’
When he couldn’t answer, they just
shot him”’ on the spot.

There are many more unnamed
Christian martyrs who are persecuted
for their faith, Madam Speaker. The
persecution of Christians has been
going on since Stephen was stoned for
his faith in Acts 7. But what these cur-
rent accounts show is that persecu-
tions of Christians around the world
are growing in number and are being
tolerated more by governments and, in
my opinion, encouraged by some non-
Christian societies.

We cannot deny this reality. We must
tell it like it is. People should not
make excuses for or cover up the wide-
spread persecution of Christians
throughout the world. Governments,
terrorist groups, and others should not
get a pass and ‘‘tacit hunting permits”’
to kill Christians.

The problem is rogue States like
Pakistan and Iran and rogue terrorist
groups like ISIS who get their legit-
imacy and power from imprisoning and
killing Christians. As a country, the
United States needs to reexamine its
relationship with States that persecute
Christians. Maybe we should give these
countries less American money until
they start protecting—instead of ar-
resting—Christians. We need to be sin-
gularly minded when it comes to de-
scribing groups like ISIS and what
they really are: They are evil; they kill
in the name of their radical religion.

Madam Speaker, one of the pillars of
our Nation and a foundation of our Re-
public is the principle of religious free-
dom, religious freedom for all faiths. It
is constitutionally protected in the
First Amendment of the Constitution.
Of the five rights mentioned in the
First Amendment, religious freedom
and liberty is mentioned first. This is
not by accident. Our forefathers were
serious about the protection of reli-
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gious liberty. It is a basic civil right,
human right, and an inalienable right.

Since Pilgrims came to America to
escape religious persecution in Europe,
our Nation has stood as a bright beacon
to the world for religious freedom for
all faiths—Jews, Muslims, Hindus,
Christians, and others. But the ques-
tion before us today is: Will we remain
a beacon of hope for persecuting Chris-
tians around the world?

It is properly written in Scripture, a
parable by the good Lord. I will para-
phrase. He said: A man was traveling
down a road, and he fell among robbers.
The man was beaten, and his property
was stolen, and he was left for dead.
Other people traveled down the same
road, saw the victim, but they passed
over on the other side of the road. They
went their own way and avoided this
victim.

Madam Speaker, we cannot pass on
the other side while Christians world-
wide are being beaten, beheaded, and
brutalized because of their religious
faith, being a Christian. We must be
that beacon that shines brightly in
proud protection of religious freedom
for all, including Christians.

And that is just the way it is.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 59 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 8 o’clock and 54
minutes p.m.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2028, ENERGY AND WATER
DEVELOPMENT AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2016; PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 2029, MILI-
TARY CONSTRUCTION AND VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2016; AND PROVIDING FOR
PROCEEDINGS DURING THE PE-
RIOD FROM MAY 4, 2015,
THROUGH MAY 11, 2015

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 114-94) on the resolution (H.
Res. 223) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 2028) making appropria-
tions for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal
yvear ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes; providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 2029) making ap-
propriations for military construction,
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
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and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for
other purposes; and providing for pro-
ceedings during the period from May 4,
2015, through May 11, 2015, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. ROYCE (at the request of Mr.
MCcCARTHY) for today and April 29 on
account of attending the funeral of his
father-in-law, Ronald Herbert Porter.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WOODALL. Madam Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 55 minutes

p.m.), under its previous order, the

House adjourned until tomorrow,

Wednesday, April 29, 2015, at 9 a.m.
———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. WOODALL: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 223. Resolution providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2028) mak-
ing appropriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2016, and for other
purposes; providing for consideration of the
bill (H.R. 2029) making appropriations for
military construction, the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, and
for other purposes and providing for pro-
ceedings during the period from May 4, 2015,
through May 11, 2015 (Rept. 114-94). Referred
to the House Calendar.

——————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. PALAZZO (for himself, Mr.
SMITH of Texas, Mr. CULBERSON, Mr.
LucAs, Mr. BRIDENSTINE, Mr. WEBER
of Texas, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER, Mr. McCAUL, Mr.
HULTGREN, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr.
KNIGHT, Mr. BABIN, Mrs. COMSTOCK,
Mr. BROOKS of Alabama, Mr. JOHNSON
of Ohio, and Mr. POSEY):

H.R. 2039. A bill to authorize the programs
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology.

By Mr. MACARTHUR:

H.R. 2040. A bill to designate the Atlantic
striped bass as the National Fish of the
United States; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

By Mr. LAMALFA (for himself and Mr.
COSTA):

H.R. 2041. A bill to provide equal treatment
for utility special entities using utility oper-
ations-related swaps, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Agriculture.
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