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Within months of their ability to go in 
there, once again, they found the body. 

The bill that Mr. HECK is presenting 
to you is nothing more than common 
sense. This is the way all agencies 
should behave, and it is sad that we ac-
tually have to pass legislation to get 
our land agency to do what they should 
be doing in the first place. 

Sometimes we are criticized here in 
Congress for having a lack of common 
sense, but it is sad that it is up to Con-
gress to try to insist that our land 
agencies actually use common sense. 
The most important issue should be 
the issue with how we can actually 
help people; that is our first responsi-
bility. In these two situations, it was 
an utter failure to actually realize that 
people are the most important element 
and, if we do have Federal lands, they 
better be used to help people or we 
shouldn’t have them in the first place. 

That is why this bill is not just a 
simple suspension bill. This is a signifi-
cant piece of legislation that should set 
the standard for how agencies deal 
with people in the future. 

I commend the good gentleman from 
Nevada for bringing this back up and 
giving it to us again, and I promise 
that we will continue to pass this bill 
until it becomes reality, until it be-
comes a standard by which people are 
treated by the Federal land agencies 
we have here in this Nation. I urge its 
adoption, and I urge its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 373, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

CHIEF STANDING BEAR NATIONAL 
HISTORIC TRAIL FEASIBILITY 
STUDY 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 984) to amend the National 
Trails System Act to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a 
study on the feasibility of designating 
the Chief Standing Bear National His-
toric Trail, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 984 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CHIEF STANDING BEAR NATIONAL 

HISTORIC TRAIL FEASIBILITY 
STUDY. 

Section 5(c) of the National Trails System 
Act (16 U.S.C. 1244(c)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(46) CHIEF STANDING BEAR NATIONAL HIS-
TORIC TRAIL.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Standing Bear 
Trail, extending approximately 550 miles 
from Niobrara, Nebraska, to Ponca City, 
Oklahoma, which follows the route taken by 
Chief Standing Bear and the Ponca people 
during Federal Indian removal, and approxi-
mately 550 miles from Ponca City, Okla-
homa, through Omaha, Nebraska, to 
Niobrara, Nebraska, which follows the return 
route taken by Chief Standing Bear and the 
Ponca people, as generally depicted on the 
map entitled ‘Chief Standing Bear National 
Historic Trail Feasibility Study’, numbered 
903/125,630, and dated November 2014. 

‘‘(B) AVAILABILITY OF MAP.—The map de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) shall be on file 
and available for public inspection in the ap-
propriate offices of the Department of the In-
terior. 

‘‘(C) COMPONENTS.—The feasibility study 
conducted under subparagraph (A) shall in-
clude a determination on whether the Chief 
Standing Bear Trail meets the criteria de-
scribed in subsection (b) for designation as a 
national historic trail. 

‘‘(D) CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the 
feasibility study under subparagraph (A), the 
Secretary of the Interior shall consider input 
from owners of private land within or adja-
cent to the study area.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentle-
woman from Massachusetts (Ms. TSON-
GAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. FORTENBERRY), the 
sponsor of this piece of legislation. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 
let me thank the distinguished gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP), the 
chairman of the House Committee on 
Natural Resources, and the distin-
guished gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GRIJALVA), who is the ranking member 
on the committee, as well as the distin-
guished gentleman from California 
(Mr. MCCLINTOCK), the chairman of the 
Federal Lands Subcommittee, and the 
distinguished gentlewoman from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. TSONGAS), the ranking 
member on the subcommittee, for their 
outstanding work and help to me in 
bringing this legislation to the floor. 

This is important. This legislation 
directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
conduct a feasibility study for the 
Chief Standing Bear National Historic 
Trail. 

Now, Chief Standing Bear holds a 
very special place in Native American 
and U.S. history. Establishing a trail 
in his name would be an outstanding 
way to recognize his contributions to 
our great land. I would like to provide 

some additional background on this ex-
traordinary individual, who prevailed 
in one of the most important court 
cases for Native Americans in our 
country’s history. 

Chief Standing Bear was a Ponca 
chief. In the 1800s, the Ponca Tribe 
made its home in the Niobrara River 
Valley area of Nebraska. In 1877, the 
United States Government forcibly 
pressured the Poncas from that home-
land, compelling them to move to the 
Indian territory in Oklahoma. Not 
wanting to subject his people to a con-
frontation with the government, 
Standing Bear obliged and led them 
from their homes on a perilous journey 
to the territory of Oklahoma. That 
journey was harsh and the new land 
was inhospitable. Nearly a third of the 
tribe died along the way from starva-
tion, malaria, and other diseases, in-
cluding Chief Standing Bear’s little 
girl and, later, his son, Bear Shield. 

Before Bear Shield died, however, 
Standing Bear promised his son that he 
would bury him in their native land in 
the Niobrara River Valley. So Standing 
Bear embarked on the trip in the win-
ter of 1878 to return to the homeland to 
bury his son, leading a group of about 
65 other Poncas. When they reached 
the Omaha reservation, the United 
States Army stopped Standing Bear 
and arrested him for leaving Oklahoma 
without their permission. He was taken 
to Fort Omaha and held there until 
trial. 

In the meantime, Standing Bear’s 
plight attracted media attention, first 
in the Omaha Daily Herald, which was 
the forerunner of the present-day 
Omaha World-Herald, and the story be-
came well-publicized nationally. 

At the conclusion of his 2-day trial, 
Standing Bear was allowed to speak for 
himself. And then he raised his hand 
and he said this: ‘‘That hand is not the 
color of yours, but if I pierce it, I shall 
feel pain. If you pierce your hand, you 
will feel pain. The blood that will flow 
from mine will be the same color as 
yours. I am a man. God made us both.’’ 

With these profound words in that 
late spring day of 1879, I believe Chief 
Standing Bear expressed the most 
American of sentiments: the belief in 
the inherent dignity and rights of all 
persons, no matter their color, no mat-
ter their ethnicity. Judge Elmer Dundy 
concurred, and he ruled that Native 
Americans are persons within the 
meaning of the law. Now, this is nota-
ble. This is 1879, and, for the first time, 
Native Americans are recognized as 
persons within the full meaning of the 
law. 

The story of the Ponca chief is a 
story of strength and grace and deter-
mination. I think it is a story that we 
need to tell over and over again so that 
it is understood and cherished by all 
Americans of future generations. 

Mr. Speaker, establishment of the 
Chief Standing Bear National Historic 
Trail would honor both the courage of 
this man and the great contribution to 
the freedom and the civil liberties of 
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our Nation that he brought about. This 
bill is an important first step toward 
establishing the trail, and I look for-
ward to continuing to work with the 
committee and the National Park 
Service to make this a reality. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 984 directs the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a 
study on the feasibility of designating 
the Chief Standing Bear National His-
toric Trail in Oklahoma, Nebraska, and 
Kansas. The trail extends 550 miles, fol-
lowing the same route taken by Chief 
Standing Bear and the Ponca people 
during Federal Indian removal in 1877 
and their subsequent return to Ne-
braska. 

Chief Standing Bear played an impor-
tant role in American history as the 
first Native American recognized by 
the United States Government as a 
person under law, following his arrest 
and ensuing trial for leaving his res-
ervation in Oklahoma without permis-
sion. 

Chief Standing Bear was honoring his 
son’s dying wish to be buried in the 
land of his birth and traveled with his 
son’s remains, along with other mem-
bers of his tribe, through harsh condi-
tions from Oklahoma back to their an-
cestral lands in Nebraska. Unfortu-
nately, at that time, leaving the res-
ervation was a violation of the law. 

At the very least, 135 years later, it is 
only right that we look into the feasi-
bility of including this trail as part of 
the national historic trails system, to 
reflect on a not-so-proud period of his-
tory in our country when Native Amer-
icans were treated as second-class citi-
zens and to honor the courage of Chief 
Standing Bear and the Ponca people. 

This bill passed the House last Con-
gress. I thank my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle for advancing 
this legislation again, and Representa-
tive FORTENBERRY for his leadership on 
this bill. 

I support passage of this bill, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

As was just mentioned before, this 
bill authorizes the study, which is the 
appropriate first step in all these types 
of procedures. Any designation of a 
trail would require additional action 
from this committee and this Congress. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

This is a very good bill. I appreciate 
the gentleman from Nebraska bringing 
it to our attention. I also appreciate 
him saying I am distinguished. It is ob-
viously the new shirt that I am wear-
ing. 

I urge adoption of this particular bill, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 984. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ARAPAHO NATIONAL FOREST 
BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT ACT 
OF 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1324) to adjust the boundary 
of the Arapaho National Forest, Colo-
rado, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1324 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Arapaho Na-
tional Forest Boundary Adjustment Act of 
2015’’. 
SEC. 2. ARAPAHO NATIONAL FOREST BOUNDARY 

ADJUSTMENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The boundary of the 

Arapaho National Forest in the State of Col-
orado is adjusted to incorporate the approxi-
mately 92.95 acres of land generally depicted 
as ‘‘The Wedge’’ on the map entitled ‘‘Arap-
aho National Forest Boundary Adjustment’’ 
and dated November 6, 2013, and described as 
lots three, four, eight, and nine of section 13, 
Township 4 North, Range 76 West, Sixth 
Principal Meridian, Colorado. A lot described 
in this subsection may be included in the 
boundary adjustment only after the Sec-
retary of Agriculture obtains written per-
mission for such action from the lot owner 
or owners. 

(b) BOWEN GULCH PROTECTION AREA.—The 
Secretary of Agriculture shall include all 
Federal land within the boundary described 
in subsection (a) in the Bowen Gulch Protec-
tion Area established under section 6 of the 
Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 
539j). 

(c) LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND.— 
For purposes of section 200306(a)(2)(B)(i) of 
title 54, United States Code, the boundaries 
of the Arapaho National Forest, as modified 
under subsection (a), shall be considered to 
be the boundaries of the Arapaho National 
Forest as in existence on January 1, 1965. 

(d) PUBLIC MOTORIZED USE.—Nothing in 
this Act opens privately owned lands within 
the boundary described in subsection (a) to 
public motorized use. 

(e) ACCESS TO NON-FEDERAL LANDS.—Not-
withstanding the provisions of section 6(f) of 
the Colorado Wilderness Act of 1993 (16 
U.S.C. 539j(f)) regarding motorized travel, 
the owners of any non-Federal lands within 
the boundary described in subsection (a) who 
historically have accessed their lands 
through lands now or hereafter owned by the 
United States within the boundary described 
in subsection (a) shall have the continued 
right of motorized access to their lands 
across the existing roadway. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentle-
woman from Massachusetts (Ms. TSON-
GAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H.R. 1324 would adjust the boundaries 
of the Arapaho National Forest in the 
State of Colorado to incorporate 93 
acres. This land may be acquired only 
with the written permission of the 
landowners, and this bill preserves mo-
torized access for the landowners with-
in the new boundary. 

An identical bill, H.R. 4846, passed 
this Congress by a voice vote last year. 
It is appropriate that it is with us 
again. 

I am here to make sure that everyone 
mentions the fact that this is found in 
Colorado, not Colorado. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS), 
the sponsor of this legislation. 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, the name 
Colorado is a Spanish word. It means 
the color red. ‘‘Rado’’ is an archaic 
version of the better known ‘‘rojo.’’ So 
Colorado—of course, the southern two- 
thirds of our State having been part of 
Mexico prior to the Treaty of Guada-
lupe Hidalgo, which ceded the southern 
two-thirds of our State to the United 
States after our troops took Mexico 
City. 

b 1700 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of leg-
islation I was proud to author, the 
Arapaho National Forest Boundary Ad-
justment Act of 2015. 

This legislation involves a parcel of 
10 lots in Grand County, Colorado, 
nicknamed the ‘‘wedge.’’ 

As indicated by its name, this parcel 
of land is wedged between the Arapaho 
National Forest and the Rocky Moun-
tain National Park, effectively sepa-
rating the two. Although the wedge is 
integral to the successful management 
of both of these public spaces, it cur-
rently remains outside of the National 
Forest boundary. This parcel’s beauty 
is enjoyed by millions of visitors who 
come by as they travel west from the 
13,000-foot apex of the Rocky Moun-
tains, along the Trail Ridge Scenic 
Byway, and into the destination Town 
of Grand Lake. The wedge is currently 
undeveloped, and 7 of its 10 parcels are 
already under management by the U.S. 
Forest Service. 

The owners of each remaining parcel 
are all strongly in favor of this bill. De-
velopment of the wedge parcel would 
hurt the health of the Rocky Mountain 
National Park and harm the adjoining 
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