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States courthouse located at 700 Grant
Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as
the ‘“Joseph F. Weis Jr. United States
Courthouse’.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 1690

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States courthouse located at
700 Grant Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania, shall be known and designated as the
“Joseph F. Weis Jr. United States Court-
house”.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed
to be a reference to the ‘‘Joseph F. Weis Jr.
United States Courthouse’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the Pennsylvania (Mr.
BARLETTA) and the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. CARSON) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1690.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 1690 designates the TUnited
States courthouse located at 700 Grant
Street in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as
the Joseph F. Weis Jr. United States
Courthouse.

Joseph F. Weis, Jr., served as a Fed-
eral judge on the United States Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit from
1973 until assuming senior status in
1988. He served in that capacity until
his death last year.

Prior to his appointment to the
United States Court of Appeals, Judge
Weis was appointed to the United
States District Court for the Western
District of Pennsylvania.

Prior to his appointment to the Fed-
eral bench, he served as a judge on the
Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny
County and was in the private practice
of law.

Judge Weis served our country dur-
ing the Second World War as a captain
in the United States Army and is bur-
ied in Arlington National Cemetery.

Given Judge Weis’ service and dedi-
cation to our country, it is fitting to
name this courthouse after him.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1690 names the
U.S. Federal courthouse in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, for Judge Joseph Weis, a
distinguished jurist who made signifi-
cant contributions to the surrounding
community.
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Judge Weis was a World War II vet-
eran who received the Bronze Star and
the Purple Heart with oak leaf clusters
for his service in the Army. Judge Weis
went on to graduate from Duquesne
University and the University of Pitts-
burgh Law School. In 1970, he was ap-
pointed to the Western District Court
of Pennsylvania. Three years later, he
was appointed to the Third Circuit
Court of Appeals and went on to serve
44 years as a distinguished Federal
judge.

Judge Weis won numerous awards
while on the bench, including the
DeVitt Award, considered the highest
award for a Federal judge; the Pitt Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award; and he
served as an adjunct faculty member at
the Pitt School of Law.

Because of Judge Weis’ dedicated
service to the legal community and his
exemplary time as a jurist in Pitts-
burgh, it is fitting to name this court-
house in his honor.

I encourage my colleagues to support
this legislation.

Mr. BARLETTA. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE), my very
distinguished colleague.

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. I thank my good friend for yield-
ing me time. I want to thank him as
well for his support for this legislation
in committee and here today on the
floor.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1690, legislation to designate
the Federal courthouse in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, as the Joseph F. Weis
Jr. United States Courthouse.

I have the honor and privilege of rep-
resenting the city of Pittsburgh in the
House of Representatives. Joseph F.
Weis, Jr., was a well known and re-
spected individual in western Pennsyl-
vania who served his country both as a
soldier and as a judge.

Naming the Federal courthouse in
Pittsburgh would be fitting recognition
for an individual with such a long and
distinguished record of service to his
country.

Joe Weis left college and enlisted in
the U.S. Army during World War II.
Later in life, he described that decision
simply as ‘‘the thing to do. The coun-
try was at war, and I felt I should be
out there doing my share.” And he
clearly did. He was wounded twice
fighting in France with the 4th Ar-
mored Division. He was awarded the
Bronze Star for Valor and a Purple
Heart with an oak leaf cluster for his
action in combat.

After the war, Joe Weis completed
his undergraduate degree at Duquesne
University and then pursued a legal ca-
reer, joining his father’s practice after
graduating from the University of
Pittsburgh Law School in 1950. After a
number of years in private practice, he
was elected to the Allegheny County
Court of Common Pleas in 1968 as the
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first choice on both the Democratic
and Republican ballots. As a judge, he
rapidly earned a reputation for dedica-
tion, integrity, and hard work. Two
years later, Judge Weis was appointed
to the Federal bench, and in 1973, he
was appointed to the U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit, one
step below the Supreme Court.
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He served on that court for 40 years,
retiring just 2 years ago when he was 90
years old.

He worked tirelessly to improve the
judicial system, advocating for innova-
tive courtroom technologies and en-
forcement of judicial ethics. He was
recognized for his outstanding service
on the bench with the Devitt Award,
the highest honor given to Federal
judges.

Amidst this impressive list of accom-
plishments, he was known most of all
for the strength of his character. Joe
Weis was beloved by his colleagues and
his law clerks, who to this day call
themselves “Weis guys.”

Joseph F. Weis, Jr.’s life is a model
all public servants should aspire to
emulate. Naming this Federal court-
house in his honor is a fitting way to
honor this long, faithful, and capable
service to our country and to hold him
up as an example of a true public serv-
ant.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this legislation
to name the Federal courthouse in
Pittsburgh in his honor.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to thank my colleague, Mr.
DOYLE, from Pennsylvania.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1690.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

R. JESS BROWN UNITED STATES
COURTHOUSE

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 172) to designate the United
States courthouse located at 501 East
Court Street in Jackson, Mississippi,
as the “R. Jess Brown United States
Courthouse”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 172

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The United States courthouse located at
501 East Court Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, shall be known and designated as
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the “R. Jess
house”.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed
to be a reference to the ‘“R. Jess Brown
United States Courthouse’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) and the
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. CARSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 172.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 172 designates the
United States courthouse located at 501
BEast Court Street in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, as the R. Jess Brown United
States Courthouse.

Mr. Brown was a civil rights attorney
who worked against racial discrimina-
tion and was credited in the 1950s with
filing the first civil rights lawsuit in
Mississippi. A native of Oklahoma, Mr.
Brown attended Illinois State Univer-
sity, Indiana University, and the Texas
Southern University law school.

In the 1960s, he was one of only four
African American lawyers in Mis-
sissippi and one of three who took civil
rights cases. In 1962, he worked on be-
half of James Meredith, whose success-
ful lawsuit allowed him to be the first
African American student to enroll in
the University of Mississippi.

Later, Mr. Brown worked to fight
against discrimination in transpor-
tation and other public accommoda-
tions. Given his dedication to the law
and civil rights, it is appropriate to
name this courthouse after him.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
172, a bill to designate the Federal
courthouse in Jackson, Mississippi, as
the R. Jess Brown United States Court-
house.

Attorney R. Jess Brown was a tow-
ering champion during critical mo-
ments in the civil rights movement in
the South and especially in Mississippi.

Jess Brown received his law degree
from Texas Southern University and
practiced law in Mississippi throughout
the 1960s and the 1970s.

As an associate counsel for the
NAACP, he filed the first civil rights
suit in Mississippi in the 1950s. In 1961,
he represented James Meredith in his
suit to be allowed to enter the Univer-
sity of Mississippi.

Brown United States Court-
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His victory in this case opened doors
that the University of Mississippi citi-
zens had to walk through quite boldly,
and I think that he doesn’t get the
credit that he deserves, Mr. Speaker.

It is important to note that, while
with the NAACP’s Legal Defense and
Educational Fund, he played a major
role in fighting racial discrimination
in the areas of transportation and
other public accommodations.

I support this legislation, Mr. Speak-
er. I urge my colleagues to help me
pass H.R. 172.

I yield back the balance of my time,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Brown was a coura-
geous American who stood and fought
for what was right. He is deserving to
have this courthouse named after him.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 172.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GOOD SAMARITAN SEARCH AND
RECOVERY ACT

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 373) to direct the Secretary of
the Interior and Secretary of Agri-
culture to expedite access to certain
Federal land under the administrative
jurisdiction of each Secretary for good

Samaritan search-and-recovery mis-
sions, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 373

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Good Sa-
maritan Search and Recovery Act’.

SEC. 2. EXPEDITED ACCESS TO CERTAIN FED-
ERAL LAND.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE.—The term ‘‘eligible’’, with re-
spect to an organization or individual, means
that the organization or individual, respec-
tively, is—

(A) acting in a not-for-profit capacity; and

(B) composed entirely of members who, at
the time of the good Samaritan search-and-
recovery mission, have attained the age of
majority under the law of the State where
the mission takes place.

(2) GOOD SAMARITAN SEARCH-AND-RECOVERY
MISSION.—The term ‘‘good Samaritan search-
and-recovery mission’” means a search con-
ducted by an eligible organization or indi-
vidual for 1 or more missing individuals be-
lieved to be deceased at the time that the
search is initiated.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior or the
Secretary of Agriculture, as applicable.
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(b) PROCESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each Secretary shall de-
velop and implement a process to expedite
access to Federal land under the administra-
tive jurisdiction of the Secretary for eligible
organizations and individuals to request ac-
cess to Federal land to conduct good Samari-
tan search-and-recovery missions.

(2) INCLUSIONS.—The process developed and
implemented under this subsection shall in-
clude provisions to clarify that—

(A) an eligible organization or individual
granted access under this section—

(i) shall be acting for private purposes; and

(ii) shall not be considered to be a Federal
volunteer;

(B) an eligible organization or individual
conducting a good Samaritan search-and-re-
covery mission under this section shall not
be considered to be a volunteer under section
102301(c) of title 54, United States Code;

(C) chapter 171 of title 28, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Federal Tort
Claims Act”), shall not apply to an eligible
organization or individual carrying out a pri-
vately requested good Samaritan search-and-
recovery mission under this section; and

(D) chapter 81 of title 5, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘“‘Federal Employ-
ees Compensation Act’), shall not apply to
an eligible organization or individual con-
ducting a good Samaritan search-and-recov-
ery mission under this section, and the con-
duct of the good Samaritan search-and-re-
covery mission shall not constitute civilian
employment.

(¢) RELEASE OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
FROM LIABILITY.—The Secretary shall not re-
quire an eligible organization or individual
to have liability insurance as a condition of
accessing Federal land under this section, if
the eligible organization or individual—

(1) acknowledges and consents, in writing,
to the provisions described in subparagraphs
(A) through (D) of subsection (b)(2); and

(2) signs a waiver releasing the Federal
Government from all liability relating to the
access granted under this section and agrees
to indemnify and hold harmless the United
States from any claims or lawsuits arising
from any conduct by the eligible organiza-
tion or individual on Federal land.

(d) APPROVAL AND DENIAL OF REQUESTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall notify
an eligible organization or individual of the
approval or denial of a request by the eligi-
ble organization or individual to carry out a
good Samaritan search-and-recovery mission
under this section by not later than 48 hours
after the request is made.

(2) DENIALS.—If the Secretary denies a re-
quest from an eligible organization or indi-
vidual to carry out a good Samaritan search-
and-recovery mission under this section, the
Secretary shall notify the eligible organiza-
tion or individual of—

(A) the reason for the denial of the request;
and

(B) any actions that the eligible organiza-
tion or individual can take to meet the re-
quirements for the request to be approved.

(e) PARTNERSHIPS.—Each Secretary shall
develop search-and-recovery-focused partner-
ships with search-and-recovery organiza-
tions—

(1) to coordinate good Samaritan search-
and-recovery missions on Federal land under
the administrative jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary; and

(2) to expedite and accelerate good Samari-
tan search-and-recovery mission efforts for
missing individuals on Federal land under
the administrative jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secre-
taries shall submit to Congress a joint report
describing—
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