April 21, 2015

Speier Turner Welch
Stefanik Upton Wenstrup
Stewart Valadao Westerman
Stivers Van Hollen Westmoreland
Stutzman Vargas Whitfield
Swalwell (CA) Veasey Williams
Takai Vela Wilson (FL)
Takano Velazquez Wilson (SC)
Thompson (CA) Visclosky Wittman
Thompson (MS) Walberg Womack
Thompson (PA) Walden Woodall
Thornberry Walker Yarmuth
Tiberi Walorski Yoder
Tipton Walters, Mimi Yoho
Titus Walz Young (AK)
Tonko Waters, Maxine Young (IA)
Torres Watson Coleman Young (IN)
Trott Weber (TX) Zeldin
Tsongas Webster (FL) Zinke

NOT VOTING—21
Barton Gutiérrez Ribble
Brady (TX) Hastings Rohrabacher
Butterfield Hurd (TX) Smith (WA)
DesdJarlais Jackson Lee Wagner
Duffy Neal Wasserman
Fincher Nolan Schultz
Graves (MO) Nugent
Grijalva Olson

7 1855

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
concurrent resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
162 | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes.”

————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 707

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
to remove my name from H.R. 707.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentlewoman
from California?

There was no objection.

———
O 1900

HONORING ANNA “MICKEY”
PETERS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Re-
cently, the Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity Agricultural Extension honored
Anna ‘“‘Mickey’”’ Peters for her more
than half century of volunteerism to
Penn State Extension’s 4-H volunteer
youth program.

This was just the latest honor for
Mickey, who, last year, was inducted
into the National Association of Exten-
sion 4-H Agents Hall of Fame. This
honor was only granted to 14 individ-
uals from across the Nation who best
embodied the award motto: ‘“‘Making
the Best Better.” Mickey was the sole
recipient from Pennsylvania.

Since the early 1960s, this dairy farm
wife and mother of four has been a
mentor and a trainer, exhibiting out-
standing citizenship and leadership.
Mickey has been recognized through
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numerous awards, including the Na-
tional 4-H Salute to Excellence award,
the President’s Volunteer Service
Award, and the Centre County Council
of Human Services Extension award.
During her years with the Extension,
Mickey has worked with over 500 mem-
bers and has mentored over 30 4-H lead-
ers.

At age 83, Anna ‘‘Mickey’” Peters
continues to help us all understand
that every person has the best within
himself and that we all have the capac-
ity to make the best better.

———

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF END OF
WORLD WAR II

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, this year
marks the 70th anniversary of the end
of World War II.

We are at a critical juncture in
America’s rebalance to the Asia-Pa-
cific region, and I really believe that
further cooperation between the United
States, Japan, and Korea will play a
pivotal role towards peace and pros-
perity throughout the world.

Next week, Japanese Prime Minister
Abe will make a historic visit to Cap-
itol Hill as the first ever Japanese
Prime Minister to deliver an address to
a joint session of Congress. That ad-
dress must be honest. That address has
to address Japan’s wartime history. It
has to honestly address Japan’s atroc-
ities and enslavement of thousands of
women who have been forced to work
as sex slaves, or comfort women.

To ignore past atrocities, Mr. Speak-
er, is to ensure a very troubling future.
These wounds need to be closed, and
they need to be healed. Prime Minister
Abe can attain that closure, can attain
that healing by exposing those wounds
to the light of the truth—and an apol-
ogy. I am hopeful that he will do this
on this floor when he addresses us next
week.

————

TPA PUTS AMERICAN BUSINESSES
ON LEVEL PLAYING FIELD

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
support legislation that will benefit
American manufacturers, farmers, and
workers.

By passing Trade Promotion Author-
ity, we can establish fair and strong
rules that hold other nations account-
able for their unfair trade practices,
and we can tear down the barriers that
block our goods from foreign markets.

Passing TPA is critical to ensuring
that we can get the best deal available
from our trading partners that will
benefit hard-working Americans. Stud-
ies have shown that jobs supported by
trade earn, on average, more than 18
percent more than other jobs. In Min-
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nesota, 775,000 jobs are connected to
trade. We can build and improve on
that by lowering regulatory barriers
and allowing access to emerging mar-
kets.

Today, with over 95 percent of the
world’s consumers living outside of the
United States, we need to create a sys-
tem of fair rules and enforcement so
that American products and services
are able to compete on a level playing
field.

Mr. Speaker, we have an opportunity
to enact meaningful trade deals that
will build a stronger and a healthier
economy, and it begins with TPA.

——

CYBER WEEK

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is
Cyber Week in the House again. To-
morrow and Thursday, the House will
be considering two very important
pieces of information-sharing legisla-
tion, and I commend the leadership of
the Intelligence and the Homeland Se-
curity Committees for their bills.

As co-chair of the Congressional Cy-
bersecurity Caucus, I am glad that the
House is, once again, taking the lead to
protect our networks—both public and
private—from attack as well as looking
to protect privacy and civil liberties. I
am also hopeful that, unlike in the last
two Congresses, my colleagues in the
other Chamber, in the Senate, will
take up their proposals so that we can
get a bill on the President’s desk.

It is particularly important that we
codify an information-sharing frame-
work so that we can turn our attention
to other challenges in the cyber do-
main. From data breach to critical in-
frastructure protection, our ever more
connected world ensures that there will
be a further demand for congressional
action.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the leadership
of the committees for their attention
to this issue.

———————

HONORING THE BRAVERY OF WIL-
LIAM RAMIREZ AND OFFICER
ROSNY OBAS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to shine the spotlight on a
Miami constituent who courageously
risked his life for a stranger.

Last Tuesday, on his way to work,
William Ramirez witnessed Miami Po-
lice Officer Rosny Obas become pinned
down under a hail of gunfire. Mr. Rami-
rez bravely swerved his van into the
line of fire to shield Officer Obas, then
was able to get the officer to safety.

When asked why he did it, William
humbly said, ‘“How could I not?”’

I say William Ramirez is a hero.

South Florida is blessed by the serv-
ice of patrolmen like Officer Obas, who



H2346

work every day to keep us safe, and we
are further strengthened by residents
like William Ramirez, who sometimes
add heroic action to their everyday
routines because it is simply the right
thing to do.

How could we not?

———

WATER INFRASTRUCTURE, SAFE
CLIMATE CAUCUS

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the importance of
the ambitious investment in water in-
frastructure in every community
across our great Nation.

I recently wrapped up a tour of sev-
eral water systems in upstate New
York, and what I saw was infrastruc-
ture in urgent need of attention—bro-
ken pipes, flooded communities, and a
lack of technical support for our mu-
nicipalities. I have spoken with col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle here
in the House, and I have heard similar
problems.

We as a Nation must always keep an
eye on our debt and on our deficits,
both current and those years down the
road. To that end, we must realize that
investment is needed now to save dol-
lars in the decades to come. We live in
a world in which we upgrade our
phones, our TVs, our cars, and other
personal items almost every 2 years. It
is time to apply that same mentality
to the delivery systems that move
around our most precious commodity—
water.

To my colleagues who haven’t al-
ready done so, I urge them to get in-
volved in this issue within their own
communities because it is not just H20
flooding out of those broken pipes just
under our feet; it is water plus tax-
payer dollars—hard-earned taxpayer
dollars.

———
STOPPING TSA ABUSES ACT

(Mr. ROONEY of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROONEY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, last week, we saw disturbing news
of two TSA screeners who allegedly
conspired to sexually assault pas-
sengers. This was not the first we have
heard about screeners exceeding their
authority to abuse passengers. We have
read about the pat-downs and strip
searches of young children, senior citi-
zens, and cancer patients. Instead of
reining in screeners, TSA has unilater-
ally given them the appearance of even
greater authority—metal badges, blue
uniforms, and the title of ‘‘officer.”

When you dress someone up like a po-
liceman and call him ‘‘officer,” you are
misleading passengers about his actual
authority. Most people see a badge and
a uniform, and they comply with the
screener’s demands even when those
demands are abusive. That has to end.
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I have introduced the Stopping TSA
Abuses Act to prohibit the TSA from
giving screeners metal badges, police-
like uniforms, and the title ‘‘officer.”
It reserves those rights for sworn offi-
cers who have actually completed law
enforcement training.

When you see someone wearing a
Federal badge and uniform, you should
have the faith that he actually has re-
ceived the proper training. This bill is
an important step towards that goal.

——
MAYOR PRADEL

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Mayor A. George Pradel
of the city of Naperville, Illinois.

A lifelong Naperville resident, Mayor
Pradel has spent his life in service to
the community that he loves.

George was born and raised in
Naperville, and after a 3-year detour in
the Marine Corps, he returned home to
become a police officer. Known around
town as ‘‘Officer Friendly,” he served
on the force for 30 years. One of his
proudest achievements during his time
as an officer was the dedication of
Safety Town, a miniature town that
teaches children about public safety
and how to avoid danger.

In 1995, he was first elected and has
served as mayor for a record-setting 20
years, during a time of great expansion
and growth for the city. The mayor has
led Naperville with his signature mix
of charm and compassion. His annual
tradition of delivering the State of the
City Address in a tuxedo and silk top-
hat will certainly be missed.

Mayor Pradel is also a devoted hus-
band to his beloved wife, Pat, and is a
dedicated father to his children and
foster children.

Mayor Pradel, as you step down and
spend time with your family, know
that your dedication to the community
and know that your energy and enthu-
siasm for serving Naperville will never
be forgotten.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF SAN JACINTO
DAY

(Mr. BABIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, today is a
very special day for us Texans. Today,
we celebrate San Jacinto Day, which
marks the day Texas won its independ-
ence at the Battle of San Jacinto.

On this very day in 1836, General Sam
Houston’s army decisively defeated
Mexican President Santa Anna and his
forces at the Battle of San Jacinto
while famously shouting, ‘Remember
the Alamo. Remember the Goliad.”

In the U.S. Congress, I am honored
and proud to represent this historic
battlefield, which now lays home to the
San Jacinto Monument. This monu-
ment is a staggering and stunning
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piece of architecture that proudly pays
tribute to Texas’ victory at the Battle
of San Jacinto. Since its completion in
1939, the San Jacinto Monument has
served as a symbol of pride, sacrifice,
and honor to not only Texas but also to
our local community.

As we celebrate 179 years of freedom,
let us remember the brave Texas he-
roes who conquered the Mexican forces
at the Battle of San Jacinto on this
day.

May we also remember the signifi-
cant sacrifices made by so many during
the Texas Revolution to achieve the
freedoms and liberties that we proudly
enjoy today in the Lone Star State.

————
COMFORT WOMEN

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, as the
United States continues to work with
Japan to promote peace and prosperity
throughout the Asia-Pacific region and
the broader global community, it is my
hope that Prime Minister Abe’s visit
next week will lay the foundation for
healing and humble reconciliation by
addressing the historical issue of the
comfort women.

I look forward to hearing from the
Prime Minister for Japan is a close
friend and ally, as is South Korea. We
want to encourage our close friends
and allies to communicate and to fos-
ter an ability to work together produc-
tively.

That is why I am proud to cosponsor
resolutions in the United States Con-
gress to urge the Japanese Government
to formally acknowledge and apologize
for their Imperial Military’s coercion
of young women into sexual slavery
during the thirties and forties. The rec-
ognition of these events by the Japa-
nese Government, through the report
released last year on the Kono State-
ment, takes a step backward in taking
full responsibility for the immeas-
urable pain and incurable wounds suf-
fered by the comfort women.

As a member of the Congressional
Human Rights Caucus, I will continue
to work every day to ensure that our
children and our children’s children
will inherit a world where these types
of atrocities are a thing of the past.

Mr. Speaker, MIKE HONDA, who will
be speaking in a little while, has kept
this hope alive.

———

CONSTITUENT CASES AT THE
PHILADELPHIA VA

(Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, as a Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee member, tomorrow we will have
a hearing on the abuses at the Phila-
delphia Veterans Affairs Regional Of-
fice. We are going to hear a lot about
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