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ground at the Capitol—he was direct-
ing affairs there—and we got a call
from the President of the TUnited
States. I did not know it at the time,
but they—Frank Keating and Bill Clin-
ton—had actually gone to school to-
gether. They were both at Georgetown
together. Frank Keating was president
of the student body when Bill Clinton
was president of the sophomore class,
so0 they knew one another.

The first thing that the President
asked was: Governor, do you have any
idea who is responsible for this?

There were, of course, all sorts of
wild reports on television, wild specu-
lation.

The Governor, being a law enforce-
ment professional, immediately re-
sponded: Mr. President, we have no
idea. We do not know who would do
this. I know you are hearing foreign
terrorists or all sorts of things. We just
don’t know yet. It is too chaotic for us
to know.

President Clinton at that point said
something that really struck me, and
struck me more later. He said: Well, 1
hope it wasn’t a foreign national.

And I remember Dbeing almost
shocked that you would hope that, you
know, an American had done some-
thing this awful, but then he added,
prophetically, as it turned out several
years later: Because if it was, we will
be at war someplace in the world with-
in 6 months.

He was absolutely right. He, too, un-
derstood the dimensions of the tragedy.
And in the days ahead, everything we
asked for and all the resources and
compassion that a great people like the
United States of America and its citi-
zens can muster was immediately at
our disposal.

I remember President Clinton, when
we announced we were doing the cere-
mony, we were discreetly approached
by a member in his administration,
who said: You know, the President
would like to be here, but we certainly
don’t want to be here if it is inappro-
priate.

I said: Look, I have to go clear that
with the Governor, but I can tell you,
I know what Frank Keating’s response
is going to be. Of course, we would wel-
come the President of the United
States.

He did, indeed, come. He not only
helped us through it, he helped us emo-
tionally through it, as did the First
Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton, at the
time also made that journey and was
there to help and comfort people.

So we may have our political dif-
ferences from time to time as Ameri-
cans, but in times of tragedy, we stick
together. We come together; we pull to-
gether; and we work to help one an-
other, and certainly President Clinton
did that.

Finally, let me just make this obser-
vation and this expression of gratitude.
I want to use this occasion to thank
the millions and millions of Americans
who responded with their prayers, with
their help, the rescue workers that
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came, the donations that flowed in
from all across the country to help the
victims and the families of the victims,
that came, frankly, from around the
world, because we had international
help as well.

I want to remind people that when-
ever they lose faith in the United
States of America or just the sheer de-
cency of people, think of the Oklahoma
City bombing; think of the magnificent
performance of this country, not just
of the people on the scene, but of the
support this country directed toward
its fellow citizens in a time of dif-
ficulty, and of the many prayers and
expressions of goodwill and condolence
from around the world as people rallied
in the face of what was an unspeakable
act of terror.

So we had our moment of tragedy,
but we have had 20 years of triumph
since then; and that triumph is not just
the triumph of the people of Oklahoma
City or the people of Oklahoma, it is an
American triumph, and it is a human
triumph of enormous dimensions and of
great consequence.

Mr. LUCAS. Thank you, Congress-
man COLE.

I certainly want to acknowledge Con-
gressman MULLIN and Congressman
BRIDENSTINE. We work as a family dele-
gation, so to speak, in the Oklahoma
delegation.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
yield to Congressman RUSSELL, who
has the responsibility of representing
that site in the Fifth District of Okla-
homa, to conclude with a few com-
ments.

Congressman RUSSELL.

Mr. RUSSELL. I thank Congressman
LucAs and my friends and colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, on April 19, 1995, I was
defending my country as an officer in
the United States Army. We were pre-
paring warriors to defend our country,
never imagining that an attack would
occur in our hometown.

Among the 168 people that were
killed and the 680 nonfatal injuries, the
324 buildings that were destroyed or
damaged in a 16-block radius, and the
$652 million worth of damage that was
caused in my hometown, there were a
number of brother warriors and sister
warriors that were defending their
country at their duty stations at the
recruiting depots that were contained
in the Federal building—Victoria Sohn,
a master sergeant in the United States
Army; Benjamin Davis, a sergeant in
the United States Marine Corps;
Lakesha Levy, an airman first class in
the United States Air Force; Randolph
Guzman, a captain in the United States
Marine Corps; Cartney McRaven, an
airman first class in the United States
Air Force; and Lola Bolden, a sergeant
first class in the United States Army—
never imagining that in their recruit-
ing duties in Oklahoma City that they
would give their lives in defense of
their country.

To my colleagues and to Congress-
man LucAs, I would ask that we could
observe a moment of silence in mem-
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ory to all the 168 Americans, Oklaho-
mans, friends that were killed in this
despicable act of terror on our domes-
tic shores, and to all of those that
carry the scars and injuries to this day,
if we could observe a brief moment of
silence.

I thank my colleague and friend,
Congressman LuUcCAS, and thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, there is no
way that the Oklahoma delegation can
express our thanks to the country for
the help over the last 20 years, but with
this moment of silence just now, we
ask that everyone, 2 minutes after 9,
central time, this Sunday morning
think about those 168 souls, those
killed and those who survived, and
those who were changed forever.

I yield back the balance of my time,
Mr. Speaker.

——————

HONORING ALEX MILLS WITH THE
CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. LOUDERMILK) is recognized for
the remainder of the hour as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker,
after the Japanese attacks on Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941, Americans
from across the Nation were driven by
a sudden sense of patriotism, and they
sought ways that they could serve
their country. One such patriotic
American was young Alex Mills of Con-
cord, North Carolina. Although Alex
desperately wanted to serve his nation,
at only 13 years old, he was too young
to join the ranks of thousands of young
men and women who were shipping off
overseas.

Determined to not allow his youth to
stand between him and doing some-
thing significant, young Alex searched
for a way that he could help his coun-
try. Now, learning of a newly organized
outfit created to patrol the coastline
and borders of our homeland, Alex
quickly enlisted in the Civil Air Pa-
trol.

Throughout World War II, the Civil
Air Patrol pilots flew hundreds of pa-
trol missions searching for enemy sub-
marines operating along our coastline.
Throughout the war, the Civil Air Pa-
trol spotted numerous German U-
boats, and after the planes were fitted
with bombs, the Civil Air Patrol crews
were credited with sinking at least two
enemy submarines. Recognizing the
value of this volunteer force of civil-
ians, Congress acted to make the Civil
Air Patrol the official auxiliary of the
United States Air Force.

Forty-one years after first joining
the Civil Air Patrol, Alex Mills was ap-
pointed as the chaplain of Civil Air Pa-
trol’s Rome Composite Squadron at the
Richard B. Russell Airfield in Rome,
Georgia.

Since taking on the role of chaplain,
Alex Mills has continued his exemplary
service and has risen to the rank of
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lieutenant colonel. He also has been
recognized as the Georgia Wing Chap-
lain of the Year and the Southeast Re-
gion Chaplain of the Year.

Having had the honor to serve side by
side with Lieutenant Colonel Alex
Mills during my tenure at the Rome
Squadron, I can attest firsthand to his
dedication to duty, God, and country. I
have witnessed the positive impact he
has had on many young Americans
who, as he did 74 years ago, joined the
Civil Air Patrol as a way to serve their
nation.

On Sunday, April 26, I will have the
honor of presenting the Congressional
Gold Medal to Lieutenant Colonel Alex
Mills for his lifetime of service and as
one of the few remaining charter mem-
bers of the Civil Air Patrol.

Of all those that I have served with
during my time in the military and
serving in Civil Air Patrol, there are
only a few that have had such a posi-
tive influence on my life and the life of
my family. Without any reservation, I
can attest that Lieutenant Colonel
Alex Mills is one of those individuals.

On behalf of the State of Georgia and
Georgia’s 11th Congressional District, I
recognize and commend Lieutenant
Colonel Alex Mills for his 74 years of
service to God, community, and coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——————

HOUR OF MEETING ON FRIDAY
AND ADJOURNMENT FROM FRI-
DAY, APRIL 17, 2015, TO MONDAY,
APRIL 20, 2015

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 10:30 a.m. tomorrow; and fur-
ther, when the House adjourns on that
day, it adjourn to meet at 2 p.m. on
Monday next and that the order of the
House of January 6, 2015, regarding
morning-hour debate not apply on that
day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

———
THE WAR ON COAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WOODALL) is recognized for the
remainder of the hour as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate you making time to be down here
with me today.

Mr. Speaker, I am down here to talk
about the war on coal. And when I say
‘““the war on coal,” people think of that
as if we can actually go and attack a
natural resource. I am not worried
about attacking natural resources. I
am worried about the impact it has on
American families. In particular, I am
worried about the impact it has on
families in my district in Georgia.
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Mr. Speaker, you can’t see this chart,
but it is a chart that represents section
111(d). It is the language that the
President used to create his new car-
bon emission targets. I am not saying
that Congress passed a law to do this,
because Congress didn’t pass a law. The
President just decided he was going to
do it. I am not saying that the House
and the Senate got together and de-
bated it, because we didn’t get together
and debate it. The President just de-
cided this was the way it was going to

e.

It is 292 words that were already in
statute. The President has turned it
into a 130-page regulation that he is
implementing on the country—hun-
dreds more pages of technical support
documents going behind that. This is
what President Obama’s constitutional
law professor had to say.

Again, this is a regulation that the
President, Mr. Speaker, is imple-
menting without any action of Con-
gress whatsoever.
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Laurence Tribe, the Harvard law pro-
fessor who was President Obama’s con-
stitutional law professor, said this in
December of last year: ‘“To justify the
Clean Power Plan’’—the President’s en-
ergy plan—‘‘the EPA has brazenly re-
written the history of on obscure sec-
tion of the 1970 Clean Air Act’—that is
these 292 words I talked about—‘‘passed
by Congress in 1970.”

Professor Tribe goes on to say:
“Frustration with congressional inac-
tion cannot justify throwing the Con-
stitution overboard to rescue this law-
less EPA proposal.”

Mr. Speaker, a Clean Air Act passed
in 1970—and I will get into some charts
that show the successes we have had of
previous Clean Air Acts in 1970, 1990.
The President wants to do things dif-
ferently than the law of the land al-
lows, and he is frustrated, as described
by Professor Tribe, that Congress re-
fuses to do what the President wants us
to do.

I am going to talk about why it is we
don’t want to do what the President
wants us to do. We don’t want to do it
because it is destructive to the Amer-
ican economy and it is destructive to
American families. We don’t want to do
what the President wants to do. The
President hasn’t come up here to lobby
Congress to try to get Congress to do
what the President wants us to do.

The President, to quote Professor
Tribe, is ‘“‘throwing the Constitution
overboard to rescue this lawless EPA
proposal.”’

We will come back to Professor
Tribe. I want to talk about it in terms
of my constituency, Mr. Speaker. I am
right there in kind of the northeastern
Atlanta suburbs there. It is only two
counties, Mr. Speaker, but they are
two of the fastest growing counties in
the State of Georgia. They have also
just been named two of the healthiest
counties in the State of Georgia.

This is what we are talking about in
Georgia. This is our Georgia Public
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Service Commission, that group of
elected officials in charge of keeping
energy prices affordable for Georgia
families, that group that is tasked with
keeping energy supplies reliable in
Georgia, that group that is tasked with
regulating energy in the State of Geor-
gia.

It is not the EPA; it is not President
Obama. It is the Georgia Public Service
Commission. They say this about the
President’s rule:

This rule will be unduly burdensome on
Georgians, placing upward pressure on elec-
tricity rates, an outcome that is not accept-
able to our organization or the citizens that
We serve.

These are not Republicans and Demo-
crats, Mr. Speaker. These are folks who
are concerned, literally, about how
families are able to keep the lights on.
How do you keep the lights on? We talk
about getting the mortgage paid. We
talk about getting the car note paid.
How do you keep the lights on? The
Georgia Public Service Commission is
concerned about the burden of this new
rule.

The Clean Power Plan—that is what
the President calls his plan—has noth-
ing to do with clean power. It has to do
with a war on America’s energy secu-
rity.

He says this:

The Clean Power Plan is illegal, unfair,
and unwise.

That is Georgia’s attorney general.
That is the one elected official in Geor-
gia that is tasked with enforcing the
laws of the land as they exist in Geor-
gia, a statewide elected office. He calls
this plan illegal, unfair, and unwise.

It is not just President Obama’s con-
stitutional law professor, Laurence
Tribe, calling it unconstitutional. We
hear it from our Georgia State attor-
ney general as well.

This is from one of our power sup-
pliers in Georgia. You may think of
power suppliers, Well, of course, they
want to pollute. That is what those big
energy companies do—nonsense.

Oglethorpe Power is the group that
supplies power to all of the electric co-
ops in the State. Mr. Speaker, I know
you have electric co-ops in your State,
as I do in mine. These are citizen-
owned utilities. These are citizen-
owned companies that make sure the
lights stay on.

Oglethorpe Power provides the power
to those citizen-owned groups. This is
not some big investor-owned utility.
This isn’t some dirty power producer.
This is the group of citizens that rep-
resents every single one of us in the
State of Georgia who receive our power
in this way.

This is what Oglethorpe Power says:

Consequently, there is substantial prob-
ability bordering on certainty that
Oglethorpe Power will suffer economic in-
jury if the EPA finalizes the proposal in its
current form or in any substantially similar
form.

Mr. Speaker, it is a bad idea to do it
because Congress wasn’t involved in it.
It is a bad idea, as Professor Tribe sug-
gests, to do it because the Constitution
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