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House of Representatives 
The House met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MESSER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
April 13, 2015. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable LUKE 
MESSER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Gracious God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

The work of the Congress resumes 
after time spent by millions of Ameri-
cans celebrating high holy days and 
spring comes to our Nation’s Capital. 
It is a season of hope. 

In this Chamber, where the people’s 
House gathers, we pause to offer You 
gratitude for the gift of this good land 
on which we live and for this great Na-
tion which You have inspired in devel-
oping over so many years. Continue to 
inspire the American people that, 
through the difficulties of these days, 
we might keep liberty and justice alive 
in our Nation and in the world. 

Give to us and all people a vivid 
sense of Your presence, that we may 
learn to understand each other, to re-
spect each other, to work with each 
other, to live with each other, and to 
do good to each other. So shall we 
make our Nation great in goodness and 
good in its greatness. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
TAKANO) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. TAKANO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of 
the resignation of the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. Schock), the whole num-
ber of the House is 432. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 27, 2015. 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-

tives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
March 27, 2015 at 12:02 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1092. 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1527. 

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H.J. Res. 10. 

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 32. 

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 31. 

That the Senate passed S. 535. 
Appointments: 
Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial Commis-

sion. 
Advisory Committee on the Records of 

Congress. 
Commission to Study the Potential Cre-

ation of a National Women’s History Mu-
seum. 

Commission to Study the Potential Cre-
ation of a National Women’s History Mu-
seum. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 27, 2015. 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol, House of Representa-

tives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
March 27, 2015 at 1:13 p.m.: 

Appointments: 
Advisory Committee on the Records of 

Congress. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
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enrolled bills and joint resolution were 
signed by Speaker pro tempore COM-
STOCK on Monday, March 30, 2015: 

H.R. 1092, to designate the Federal 
building located at 2030 Southwest 
145th Avenue in Miramar, Florida, as 
the ‘‘Benjamin P. Grogan and Jerry L. 
Dove Federal Building’’; 

H.R. 1527, to accelerate the income 
tax benefits for charitable cash con-
tributions for the relief of the families 
of New York Police Department Detec-
tives Wenjian Liu and Rafael Ramos, 
and for other purposes; 

H.J. Res. 10, providing the reappoint-
ment of David M. Rubenstein as a cit-
izen regent of the Board of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution. 

f 

TIME TO SIMPLIFY THE TAX CODE 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, we are only 
2 days away from April 15, also known 
as tax day. It is a day that we all dread 
every year. 

Between mountains of paperwork, 
complicated codes, and the fear of 
fines, paying taxes every year is a huge 
burden for hard-working Americans. In 
fact, U.S. taxpayers and businesses 
spend about 7.6 billion hours a year 
complying with the filing requirements 
of the IRS. 

But if you listen to the political dis-
cussion in our country very long, you 
will inevitably hear some lawmakers 
repeat one of their favorite lines, that 
all of our country’s budget problems 
would be solved if only we increased 
taxes, except increasing taxes increases 
government spending and crowds our 
private sector investment, diminishing 
our prosperity. 

Instead, it is past time to simplify 
the Tax Code and decrease the tax bur-
den that Americans currently spend 
close to a third of the year bearing. 

It is vital that we enact policies that 
strengthen and stabilize our economy, 
as well as give individuals and busi-
nesses long-term certainty. 

f 

LGBT NONDISCRIMINATION 
RESOLUTION 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the House resolu-
tion declaring that gay, lesbian, and 
transgender people should be protected 
from discrimination under the law. 

Every day, LGBT Americans are de-
nied housing and public accommoda-
tions. In 29 States, someone can be 
fired because they are gay, and in 32 
States, someone can be fired because of 
their gender identity. In several 
States, there is an organized push to 
deny LGBT Americans their rights. 

However, dozens of States have taken 
action and passed nondiscrimination 
laws, as have hundreds of cities; yet 

this body has not. Congress is sworn to 
uphold the Constitution, the same Con-
stitution that says no State shall 
‘‘deny to any person within its jurisdic-
tion the equal protection of the laws.’’ 

It is time for Congress to uphold the 
Constitution and take action. Support 
this resolution and protect these Amer-
icans—all Americans. 

f 

HONORING JIM CALLAHAN 

(Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, at the heart of my congres-
sional district lies Chester County, a 
community that relies on 
groundbreaking, thoughtful, probative 
reporting for its residents, a responsi-
bility that the Daily Local News has 
filled for generations. 

For 20 years, Jim Callahan has served 
the Daily Local News and Chester 
County as a newsman. He calls himself 
an ‘‘adjustable wrench’’ in the news 
business, which means he has served a 
multitude of functions to make sure 
that our Republic, as locally con-
stituted in Chester County, is well in-
formed. 

Indeed, the hallmark of an engaged, 
robust democracy requires a well-in-
formed citizenry; and to my constitu-
ents, as a journalist, Jim Callahan has 
served this function in exemplary fash-
ion. 

One of his colleagues calls Jim an 
‘‘old school journalist, who enjoys 
teaching and working with young re-
porters,’’ a breaking news junkie, and 
political nut. 

I would add that Jim possesses a 
great sense of humor, and he is as pug-
nacious a journalist as he is witty an 
observer. At his core, Mr. Speaker, Jim 
Callahan greatly values the impor-
tance of local journalism, and for that, 
Chester County is better off for it. 

Here in the United States House of 
Representatives—the people’s House— 
and across Chester County, we want to 
thank you, Jim. 

Stay strong, my friend. 
f 

LAW ENFORCEMENT USING THEIR 
GUNS INSTEAD OF THEIR HEADS 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it feels like open season on black 
men in America, and I am outraged. In 
fact, all Americans are at risk when 
bad actors in law enforcement use their 
guns instead of their heads. 

Despite bipartisan, nationwide calls 
for action and despite my bills to re-
form the broken grand jury process, 
hold police accountable, and end mili-
tarization and despite my colleagues’ 
bills to encourage body cameras, this 
Congress does nothing—no hearings, no 
blue ribbon commissions—nothing. 

Mr. Speaker, here are just a few 
names of our colleagues, neighbors, and 
relatives killed by police, so my col-
leagues will no longer ignore this cri-
sis: Walter Scott, North Carolina; Mi-
chael Brown, Missouri; Anthony Hill, 
Georgia; Tony Robinson, Wisconsin; 
Kevin Davis, Georgia; Nicholas Thom-
as, Georgia; Daniel Elrod, Nebraska; 
Antonio Zambrano-Montes, Wash-
ington; David Kassick, Pennsylvania; 
Jessica Hernandez, Colorado; Kevin 
Davis, Georgia; Dennis Grigsby, Texas; 
Rumain Brisbon, Phoenix; Tamir Rice, 
Ohio; Akai Gurley, New York; Carlos 
M. Perez, Nevada; Kajieme Powell, 
Missouri; Ezell Ford, California; Dillon 
Taylor, Utah; John Crawford III, Ohio; 
Naeschylus Vinzant, Colorado; Charly 
Leundeu Keunang, California; and the 
list goes on. 

f 

THE SENATE MUST ACT 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, April 1, 
just a few days ago, most people don’t 
realize it, but the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services reduced physi-
cian reimbursement for Medicare pa-
tients by 21 percent. 

This occurred as a matter of law. 
This is a deadline that we have been up 
against before, a drama that we have 
seen played out in this House multiple 
times during my tenure here. 

This time, it is different because the 
House of Representatives, right before 
the end of March, chose to act and 
passed, by a vote of 392 individuals, to 
repeal this formula that crops up every 
year and threatens our Medicare pa-
tients and those that provide care for 
them. 

This bill is sitting over in the other 
body. The Chaplain talked about this 
being a season for renewal, and indeed, 
it is. It is my hope that in the other 
body that spirit of renewal will take 
hold, and they will take up and pass 
the bill that passed this House with an 
overwhelming majority some 2 weeks 
ago. 

It is time to do it. The other body 
can act. 

f 

b 1415 

EASTER FEED 

(Mr. WOMACK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the outstanding 
work of Dr. Merlin Augustine and his 
wife, Beverly, of Fayetteville, Arkan-
sas, and the event his foundation has 
sponsored for 22 years—the annual 
Easter Feed, held the Saturday before 
Easter. 

This year, a record 6,741 people en-
joyed a meal fit for kings, served by 
men and women of all walks, including 
a number of local, State, and Federal 
officials and scores of volunteers. 
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