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The ThunderWolves squared off
against Minnesota State, who were
undefeated for the season. With grit
and a stout defense, the Wolf Pack shut
out the Mavericks by a score of 13-0.

Before the season began, Coach
Wristen gave each player a shirt with
the letters W-T-L-G, which meant
“Win the Last Game.” Coach Wristen’s
dream, when he became head coach of
the ThunderWolves 7 years ago, was to
win a national championship. Now, the
Wolf Pack players and coaches can
proudly say they are national cham-
pions. The city of Pueblo is proud of
the team.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the team
and their outstanding coach, John
Wristen, for the stellar season and
championship. With Coach Wristen’s
leadership and the team’s tireless com-
mitment to winning, they captured
their first football championship and
are solidifying the ThunderWolves pro-
gram’s legacy of excellence.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, after
last week’s horrific attacks in France,
we are reminded that the threat of ter-
rorism is very real. The Department of
Homeland Security is on the front line
of protecting our Nation from terrorist
threats.

House Republicans are using the
funding for DHS for political posturing
rather than governing. The President
has prioritized on how our national se-
curity dollars are spent. He focused
DHS’ tools and resources on preventing
terrorist threats and protecting the
American people.

Republicans continue to play polit-
ical games with immigration reform,
and now, they are bringing forward a
series of amendments to pick a fight
with the President. The political games
that the Republicans are playing with
this bill would jeopardize our national
security. We need an appropriations
bill that ensures that DHS has the re-
sources and tools they need to protect
America.

We must pass a strong bipartisan
Homeland Security Appropriations bill
that keeps America safe and protects
our country.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker,
Americans watching this debate must
be shaking their heads in astonish-
ment. The question on everyone’s mind
at this moment is: Are we doing every-
thing we can to prevent a Paris-like
terrorist attack in the United States?

Americans would be right to suppose
the Republican majority is rushing to

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

finally adequately fund the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security after they
already delayed funding by making it a
political football on immigration; but,
no, it seems the Republicans can’t help
themselves, even when it comes to na-
tional security.

They can’t simply vote for the nec-
essary funding to keep the American
people safe; instead, the Republicans
view this potentially dangerous mo-
ment as an opportunity to undermine
the President’s executive actions on
immigration going all the way back to
2011, putting 600,000 young people in
jeopardy of deportation and refusing to
let the government prioritize for depor-
tation felons over families.

Shame on them. We should stop play-
ing games with our national security
by defeating these amendments and
passing a clean Homeland Security
funding bill.

———————

LET’S NOT PLAY POLITICS WITH
HOMELAND SECURITY

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security is about
keeping our Nation and our citizens
safe.

Just as we fund the military to face
threats abroad, Department of Home-
land Security does that work to keep
our communities safe at home. Now is
not the time to play politics with our
immigration laws as if it is a child’s
toy. If you want to talk immigration,
let’s talk immigration.

We have a plan. The Senate passed a
bipartisan plan with more than two-
thirds support last session. Let’s see
some ideas about resolving our broken
immigration system.

The President’s step is an important
first step to keep our communities
safer, by focusing our limited enforce-
ment resources on criminals who rep-
resent a threat to our community.

Do you want to undo that and in-
stead use our enforcement resources to
go after kids and families rather than
criminals? That makes our commu-
nities less safe rather than more.

Let’s not play politics with Home-
land Security. Pass a clean bill, and
tackle the immigration issue.

————

THE HOMELAND SECURITY
FUNDING BILL

(Mr. BEYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to raise my concerns about the
upcoming Homeland Security funding
bill.

The tragedies in Paris reinforce how
critical it is that we keep DHS strong
and appropriately financed. Unfortu-
nately, the majority leadership has de-
cided to play politics with our national
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security. The appropriations package is
littered with amendments which would
undermine what little progress we have
made to our broken immigration sys-
tem.

Our family business just lost one of
our most valuable employees, Cesar
Arias. He may have originally come to
Virginia without proper papers, but in
the Reagan years, he found a way to
stay here, raise his family, and open
and close our store 6 days a week for
more than 20 years. Cesar is one small,
powerful example among millions of
new Americans who have helped our
economy grow and kept our democracy
strong. He believed it was long past
time for comprehensive immigration
reform.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Republicans
to bring a clean bill to the floor with-
out the anti-immigrant amendments.
We need to invest in homeland secu-
rity, and we need a real conversation
about immigration reform.

THE HOMELAND SECURITY
FUNDING BILL

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because we are just 1 week into
this Congress and the Republican ma-
jority promised bipartisanship, espe-
cially on homeland security, the secu-
rity of our homeland, yet, oh, no, it is
politics as usual from Republicans now
politicizing the Department of Home-
land Security and its important fund-
ing at this time when we know around
the world, and especially in France,
which has felt so poignantly what hap-
pens when we don’t pay attention to se-
curity. But here they are.

They are mad at the President. Why?
Because the President did what other
Presidents have done, taking executive
action on immigration. And so they are
mad at the President, and Republicans
are now going to punish the American
people by not protecting our homeland.
Well, shame on the Republican Party
for politicizing the Department of
Homeland Security.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to get to busi-
ness. The American people expect that,
and the Republicans, if they plan to
govern, need to do it and pass a clean
bill funding our Department of Home-
land Security and take care of our
homeland. This is what the American
people expect, and it is what the Re-
publican Party needs to deliver if they
want to govern.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 16 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BYRNE) at 5 o’clock and 6
minutes p.m.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

CLAY HUNT SUICIDE PREVENTION
FOR AMERICAN VETERANS ACT

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 203) to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to provide
for the conduct of annual evaluations
of mental health care and suicide pre-
vention programs of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, to require a pilot pro-
gram on loan repayment for psychia-
trists who agree to serve in the Vet-
erans Health Administration of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 203

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Clay Hunt
Suicide Prevention for American Veterans
Act” or the ‘‘Clay Hunt SAV Act’.

SEC. 2. EVALUATIONS OF MENTAL HEALTH CARE
AND SUICIDE PREVENTION PRO-
GRAMS OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) EVALUATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 17
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new section:
“§1709B. Evaluations of mental health care

and suicide prevention programs

‘‘(a) EVALUATIONS.—(1) Not less frequently
than once during each period specified in
paragraph (3), the Secretary shall provide for
the conduct of an evaluation of the mental
health care and suicide prevention programs
carried out under the laws administered by
the Secretary.

‘‘(2) Each evaluation conducted under para-
graph (1) shall—

‘“(A) use metrics that are common among
and useful for practitioners in the field of
mental health care and suicide prevention;

‘(B) identify the most effective mental
health care and suicide prevention programs
conducted by the Secretary, including such
programs conducted at a Center of Excel-
lence;

“(C) identify the cost-effectiveness of each
program identified under subparagraph (B);

‘(D) measure the satisfaction of patients
with respect to the care provided under each
such program; and

‘“‘(E) propose best practices for caring for
individuals who suffer from mental health
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disorders or are at risk of suicide, including
such practices conducted or suggested by
other departments or agencies of the Federal
Government, including the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration
of the Department of Health and Human
Services.

‘“(8) The periods specified in this paragraph
are the following:

‘“(A) The period beginning on the date on
which the Secretary awards the contract
under paragraph (4) and ending on September
30, 2018.

‘(B) Each fiscal year beginning on or after
October 1, 2018.

‘“(4) Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this section, the Sec-
retary shall seek to enter into a contract
with an independent third party unaffiliated
with the Department of Veterans Affairs to
conduct evaluations under paragraph (1).

‘“(6) The independent third party that is
awarded the contract under paragraph (4)
shall submit to the Secretary each evalua-
tion conducted under paragraph (1).

‘“(b) ANNUAL SUBMISSION.—Not later than
December 1, 2018, and each year thereafter,
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report that contains the
following:

‘(1) The most recent evaluations sub-
mitted to the Secretary under subsection
(a)(b) that the Secretary has not previously
submitted to such Committees.

“(2) Any recommendations the Secretary
considers appropriate.’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 1709A the following new item:

“1709B. Evaluations of mental health care
and suicide prevention pro-
grams.’’.

(b) INTERIM REPORTS.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30 of each of 2016 and 2017, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, in coordination
with the independent third party awarded a
contract by the Secretary pursuant to sec-
tion 1709B(a)(4) of title 38, United States
Code, as added by subsection (a)(1), shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on the mental health care and suicide
prevention programs carried out under the
laws administered by the Secretary that in-
cludes, with respect to each such program,
the following:

(1) A description of the program.

(2) The number of veterans served by the
program.

(3) The budget of the program.

(4) The number of full-time equivalent em-
ployees assigned to the program.

(5) Whether veterans may repeat participa-
tion in the program or participate in the pro-
gram in addition to other similar programs.

(6) Any study results or research published
regarding the efficacy of the program.

(7) Any other information the Secretary
determines appropriate.

SEC. 3. PUBLICATION OF INTERNET WEBSITE TO

PROVIDE INFORMATION REGARDING
MENTAL HEALTH CARE SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Using funds made avail-
able to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
publish the Internet websites of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, the Secretary shall
survey the existing Internet websites and in-
formation resources of the Department to
publish an Internet website that serves as a
centralized source to provide veterans with
information regarding all of the mental
health care services provided by the Sec-
retary.
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(b) ELEMENTS.—The Internet website pub-
lished under subsection (a) shall provide to
veterans information regarding all of the
mental health care services available in the
Veteran Integrated Service Network that the
veteran is seeking such services, including,
with respect to each medical center, Vet
Center (as defined in section 1712A of title 38,
United States Code), and community-based
outpatient center in the Veterans Integrated
Service Network—

(1) the name and contact information of
each social work office;

(2) the name and contact information of
each mental health clinic;

(3) a list of appropriate staff; and

(4) any other information the Secretary de-
termines appropriate.

(c) UPDATED INFORMATION.—The Secretary
shall ensure that the information described
in subsection (b) that is published on the
Internet website under subsection (a) is up-
dated not less than once every 90 days.

(d) OUTREACH.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall ensure that the out-
reach conducted under section 1720F(i) of
title 38, United States Code, includes infor-
mation regarding the Internet website pub-
lished under subsection (a).

SEC. 4. PILOT PROGRAM FOR REPAYMENT OF
EDUCATIONAL LOANS FOR CERTAIN
PSYCHIATRISTS OF VETERANS
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall carry out a pilot program
to repay loans of individuals described in
subsection (b) that—

(1) were used by such individuals to finance
education relating to psychiatric medicine,
including education leading to—

(A) a degree of doctor of medicine; or

(B) a degree of doctor of osteopathy; and

(2) were obtained from any of the fol-
lowing:

(A) A governmental entity.

(B) A private financial institution.

(C) A school.

(D) Any other authorized entity as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(b) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
an individual eligible for participation in the
pilot program is an individual who—

(A) either—

(i) is licensed or eligible for licensure to
practice psychiatric medicine in the Vet-
erans Health Administration of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; or

(ii) is enrolled in the final year of a resi-
dency program leading to a specialty quali-
fication in psychiatric medicine that is ap-
proved by the Accreditation Council for
Graduate Medical Education; and

(B) demonstrates a commitment to a long-
term career as a psychiatrist in the Veterans
Health Administration, as determined by the
Secretary.

(2) PROHIBITION ON SIMULTANEOUS ELIGI-
BILITY.—An individual who is participating
in any other program of the Federal Govern-
ment that repays the educational loans of
the individual is not eligible to participate
in the pilot program.

(c) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall select
not less than 10 individuals described in sub-
section (b) to participate in the pilot pro-
gram for each year in which the Secretary
carries out the pilot program.

(d) PERIOD OF OBLIGATED SERVICE.—The
Secretary shall enter into an agreement with
each individual selected under subsection (c)
in which such individual agrees to serve a pe-
riod of 2 or more years of obligated service
for the Veterans Health Administration in
the field of psychiatric medicine, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(e) LOAN REPAYMENTS.—
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