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the heartbreak of their families and
their children, that that risk is very
real.

In our county, we have lost a total of
24 officers, including, in recent years,
St. Petersburg officers David Crawford,
Jeffrey Yaslowitz, and Thomas
Baitinger, each representing a precious
loss of life while serving and protecting
us.

And yet we find ourselves today lis-
tening to some, a minority in our soci-
ety, who wish to give voice to those
who undermine the very honor of law
enforcement officers, who undermine
the very sacrifice of our law enforce-
ment officers, and who undermine the
very danger that these law enforce-
ment officers face each day. Instead,
we should be rising to say ‘‘thank you”’
to the men and women of law enforce-
ment, ‘“‘thank you” to the men and
women in our communities who pro-
tect and defend us.

So, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to do
just that, to say ‘‘thank you.” Thank
you to Officer Kondek of Tarpon
Springs for his service, and thank you
to his family for sharing him with a
community that will forever remember
his ultimate sacrifice. Thank you to
the families of all fallen law enforce-
ment officers, and thank you to those
who continue to serve each day.

I want to thank our local law en-
forcement leadership in my hometown
of Pinellas County: Pinellas County
Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, Clearwater Po-
lice Chief Dan Slaughter, St. Peters-
burg Police Chief Anthony Holloway,
Chief Terry Hughes of my hometown of
Indian Shores, Belleair Police Chief
Bill Sohl, Gulfport Police Chief Robert
Vincent, Kenneth City Police Chief
Kevin Matson, Largo Police Chief Jef-
frey Undestad, Pinellas Park Police
Chief Dorene Thomas, Pinellas County
Schools Police Chief Rick Stelljes, Tar-
pon Springs Police Chief Robert
Kochen, Treasure Island Police Chief
Tim Casey, and Chief David Hendry of
the University of South Florida, St.
Petersburg.

I especially want to thank all mem-
bers of law enforcement in my home-
town and those throughout Pinellas
County who get in their cars each day
and walk the streets, respond to crime,
investigate crimes and respond to dis-
turbances and ultimately protect us. I
want to thank those I am privileged,
within the law enforcement commu-
nity, to call friends, officers from the
Clearwater police force: my dear friend
Detective Jonathan Walser, Detective
Michael Stonelake, Detective Chris-
topher Precious, Sergeant John Brown,
Officer Bill Renfro, Lieutenant Juan
Torres, and Lieutenant Richard Harris.
And from the Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Department, my friend, Sergeant Steve
Wagner.

Thank you to each of you.

And I want to thank the Capitol Po-
lice officers who protect each of us here
as Members of Congress and the thou-
sands of Capitol visitors each year that
are protected from threats that at
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times can be tragically real. Thank
you to all who serve, from Pinellas
County, throughout the State of Flor-
ida, communities across the country,
and right here in this very Chamber.
Thank you for protecting us. Thank
you for serving. Thank you to every
law enforcement officer for your com-
mitment to duty, your service to your
community, and your service to your
fellow man.

As my colleague, BRADLEY BYRNE
said, blessed are those who would lay
down their life for their brethren. That
is the oath—to risk their life to protect
others—that our law enforcement offi-
cers renew each day.

Indeed, may our loving God richly
bless each one of you who put on the
uniform of law enforcement, and may
God richly bless your families. May
God’s loving hands protect and defend
each of you every day of your service,
just as you protect and defend each one
of us. Please know that this Member of
Congress and millions of people across
the country, including those in
Pinellas County and Florida’s 13th Dis-
trict, including communities through-
out our Nation, are forever grateful for
the service of law enforcement officers,
your service to your fellow man. So
today, on behalf of millions of Ameri-
cans, I simply say to each of you serv-
ing as law enforcement officers, thank
you.

With that, I yield to a new colleague
of mine from Texas, Mr. RATCLIFFE.

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Florida for
yielding me this time.

This week, I was honored and grate-
ful to be able to vote for and help pass
several bills that will improve the lives
of so many hardworking Americans.

Earlier today, I was proud to be an
original cosponsor of H.R. 3, the Key-
stone XL Pipeline Act. I am grateful to
be pushing this bill across the finish
line because the Keystone runs through
the Fourth Congressional District that
I am privileged to represent. It is a
long overdue, commonsense piece of
legislation which will create good-pay-
ing jobs, will grow our economy, and
will support more manufacturing and
trade in this country.

During its construction, it is esti-
mated that 42,000 jobs will be created
by the Keystone, and it will put more
than $2 billion in the pockets of Amer-
ican workers.
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To put this impact in perspective,
those 42,000 jobs are 12,000 more than
the unemployed population in the
Fourth Congressional District of
Texas.

Unfortunately, President Obama has
indicated that he will veto the Key-
stone if it passes both Houses. I hope
that this is just an idle political threat
because, if it is not, then the President
is intentionally harming the middle
class Americans that this great job cre-
ation bill is going to help.

I hope and pray that our President
won’t play politics with legislation
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that will provide opportunities to cre-
ate jobs for tens of thousands of Ameri-
cans to support their families.

This week, I was also proud to be
able to support H.R. 30, which changes
the definition of a full-time employee
from 30 hours a week to 40 hours a
week under the perversely named Af-
fordable Care Act.

ObamaCare’s 30-hour rule places an
impossible burden on individuals and
small businesses in my district and
across this country, and I am glad to
be able to help pass a bill which repeals
a terrible provision from a terrible law.

But I say we haven’t gone far enough.
I know the people that I represent in
east and north Texas won’t be satisfied
until we repeal every provision of the
Affordable Care Act.

I was sent here to Washington to de-
liver results for the hardworking peo-
ple of north and east Texas, and these
bills show that I am doing that, and it
is what I intend to keep doing because,
while these are great bills and I am
proud that we passed them this week,
it is just a start.

We need more good bills to combat
the President’s executive overreach; to
restore fiscal sanity; to secure our bor-
ders; to repeal all of ObamaCare; and,
most importantly, to defend our great
Constitution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers for this time.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

———————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. MOORE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of an un-
scheduled medical procedure.

——
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 26. An act to extend the termination
date of the Terrorism Insurance Program es-
tablished under the Terrorism Risk Insur-
ance Act of 2002, and for other purposes.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until Monday, January 12, 2015,
at noon for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
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8. A letter from the Administrator, Rural
Business-Cooperative Service, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
Major final rule — Subpart B — Rural En-
ergy for America Program (RIN: 0570-AAT76)
received January 7, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

9. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting the Department’s Major
final rule — Credit Risk Retention (RIN:
2501-AD53) received January 7, 2015, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

10. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Office of Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy, Department of En-
ergy, transmitting the Department’s Major
final rule — Energy Conservation Program:
Energy Conservation Standards for Commer-
cial Clothes Washers [Docket No.: EERE-
2012-BT-STD-0020] (RIN: 1904-ACT77) received
January 6, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

11. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency with respect to North Korea that
was declared in Executive Order 13466 of
June 26, 2008; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

12. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), a
six-month periodic report on the national
emergency blocking property of the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation relating to
the disposition of highly enriched uranium
extracted from nuclear weapons that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13617 of June 25,
2012; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

13. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and
pursuant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31,
2003, a six-month periodic report on the na-
tional emergency with respect to terrorists
who threaten to disrupt the Middle East
peace process that was declared in Executive
Order 12947 of January 23, 1995; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

14. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and
pursuant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31,
2003, a six-month periodic report on the na-
tional emergency with respect to the West-
ern Balkans that was declared in Executive
Order 13219 of June 26, 2001; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

15. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Safety Zone, Eliza-
beth River; Portsmouth, VA [Docket No.:
USCG-2014-1032] (RIN-1625-AA00) received
January 7, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

16. A letter from the Attorney-Advisor,
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland
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Security, transmitting the Department’s
temporary final rule — Safety Zone:
Carquinez Strait Cable Repair Operation,
Martinez, CA [Docket No.: USCG-2014-0950]
(RIN: 1625-AA00) received January 7, 2015,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

17. A letter from the Trade Representative,
Executive Office of the President, transmit-
ting a letter notifying the Congress that the
United States intends to join a consensus
among Environmental Goods Agreement
(EGA) participants to invite the Government
of Iceland to join the current group of 13
WTO Members engaged in the EGA negotia-
tions; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

———————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. GOODLATTE (for himself, Ms.
EsHOO, Mr. CHABOT, Mr. COHEN, and
Mr. MARINO):

H.R. 235. A bill to permanently extend the
Internet Tax Freedom Act; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself, Ms.
LOFGREN, Mr. FARENTHOLD, and Mr.
CHABOT):

H.R. 236. A bill to provide for the exchange
of information related to trade enforcement,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. POE of Texas:

H.R. 237. A bill to authorize the revocation
or denial of passports and passport cards to
individuals affiliated with foreign terrorist
organizations, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. KILMER (for himself, Ms. R0OS-
LEHTINEN, Mr. PoLIS, Mr. HANNA, Mr.

SWALWELL of California, Ms.
DELBENE, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr.
VARGAS, Mr. MURPHY of Florida, Ms.
TITUS, Mr. LOWENTHAL, Mr.
CICILLINE, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Ms.
BROWNLEY of California, Mr. YAR-

MUTH, Ms. MENG, Mr. HIMES, and Ms.
WILSON of Florida):

H.R. 238. A bill to amend title 17, United
States Code, with respect to the definition of
“widow” and ’widower’’, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. HUFFMAN (for himself and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 239. A bill to preserve the Arctic
coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge, Alaska, as wilderness in recognition
of its extraordinary natural ecosystems and
for the permanent good of present and future
generations of Americans; to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

By Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky:

H.R. 240. A bill making appropriations for
the Department of Homeland Security for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2015, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ap-
propriations, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Budget, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. CALVERT (for himself,
HUNTER, Mr. MCCLINTOCK,
DENHAM, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr.
ROYCE, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. IssA, Mr.
VALADAO, Mr. COOK, Mrs. MIMI WAL-
TERS of California, Mr. NUNES, Ms.
JENKINS of Kansas, Mr. SIMPSON, and
Mr. WESTMORELAND):

H.R. 241. A bill to amend the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 to impose notice
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and a compliance opportunity to be provided
before commencement of a private civil ac-
tion; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia (for herself, Mr. ScoTT of Vir-
ginia, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. DAVID
ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr.
VARGAS, Ms. NORTON, Mr. MEEKS, Mr.
LOWENTHAL, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms.
BRrROWN of Florida, Ms. CLARK of Mas-
sachusetts, Ms. MOORE, Mr. COHEN,
Mr. RANGEL, Mr. GENE GREEN of
Texas, Mr. DELANEY, Mr. VELA, Mr.
SMITH of Washington, Mr. GRAYSON,
Mr. YARMUTH, Mr. HONDA, Mr. SIRES,
Ms. LEE, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. NADLER,
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms.
BROWNLEY of California, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. NOLAN, Ms. CLARKE of
New York, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr.
FARR, Mr. RUSH, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Ms. VELAZQUEZ, and Ms. MATSUI):

H.R. 242. A bill to restore access to year-
round Federal Pell Grants; to the Commaittee
on Education and the Workforce.

By Ms. KAPTUR (for herself, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr.
RyAN of Ohio, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
FUDGE, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, Ms.
SLAUGHTER, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mrs.
BEATTY, and Mr. JOYCE):

H.R. 243. A bill to direct the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency to
publish a health advisory and submit reports
with respect to Microcystins in drinking
water; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. COLLINS of Georgia (for him-
self and Mr. LOEBSACK):

H.R. 244. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for pharmacy
benefits manager standards under the Medi-
care prescription drug program to further
transparency of payment methodologies to
pharmacies, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in
addition to the Committees on Ways and
Means, Armed Services, and Oversight and
Government Reform, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. ABRAHAM:

H.R. 245. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to codify certain existing provi-
sions of law relating to effective dates for
claims under the laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mrs. BEATTY (for herself and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 246. A bill to improve the response to
victims of child sex trafficking; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mrs. BEATTY (for herself, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mr. FATTAH, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
DAVID ScoTT of Georgia, and Mr. Fos-
TER):

H.R. 247. A bill to posthumously award a
Congressional gold medal to Maya Angelou
in recognition of her achievements and con-
tributions to American culture and the civil
rights movement; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on House Administration, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. BOUSTANY:

H.R. 248. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the employer
health insurance mandate; to the Committee
on Ways and Means.
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