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gave drones. Here a drone, there a
drone, everywhere a drone. Just more
eyes in the sky and these eyes could be
anywhere and on any person. How com-
forting is that?

It is estimated that by 2030, 30,000
drones will be over the skies of Amer-
ica. People are rightfully concerned
that these eyes in the sky could be a
threat to their constitutional right of
privacy.

Mr. Speaker, we are entering a world
of unchartered drone technology. That
is why I am reintroducing the Pre-
serving American Privacy Act. This
bill seeks to ensure the privacy of
Americans. It establishes specific
guidelines for about when and what
purposes that law enforcement and pri-
vate entities can use drones.

Technology may change, but the
Constitution does not. The Christmas
spy machines that have useful purposes
also need constitutional rules to pre-
vent unlawful surveillance by law en-
forcement or private organizations.

And that is just the way it is.

———

A RETURN TO AMERICA’S
HIGHEST IDEALS

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
this week the Members of the 114th
United States Congress took their
oaths of office. Families and friends
from around the country came to par-
ticipate in this great American tradi-
tion of representative democracy and
to support their loved ones. I was
pleased that my own wife and five
daughters were here with me as well.

The start of a new Congress is always
an exciting time to renew our govern-
ment and the promise of America, but
as we all know, we face tremendous
challenges. Political dysfunction and
partisan gridlock have made smart and
effective government very difficult
here.

An arthritic economic recovery has
dimmed the financial prospects of too
many small businesses and their fami-
lies. In our time of social fracture,
more and more people are feeling direc-
tionless and alone.

Mr. Speaker, as I often like to say,
there is nothing wrong in America that
can’t be fixed by what is right in Amer-
ica, but this will require bold resolve,
innovative public policy, and a return
to our highest ideals.

We must restore our economic vi-
brancy through responsible govern-
ment, reclaiming our best traditions,
and building a culture of life that re-
spects the dignity and rights of all per-
sons.

Let’s repurpose Washington. Let’s
turn our country around.

——
CUBA

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
the administration’s concessions to the
tyrannical Cuban regime have only
strengthened the iron grip of the dicta-
torship, and by President Obama at-
tempting to normalize relations with
the island, we are only putting more
money into the coffers of these thugs
to continue their repressive ways.

The White House and the State De-
partment were once again fooled by a
tyrant, and that has grave con-
sequences for our credibility around
the world.

Mr. Speaker, this is a bad deal. It is
a bad deal for the people of Cuba, a bad
deal for America, and a bad deal for
freedom-loving people everywhere.

Today, I was joined by other Mem-
bers of Congress in sending a letter to
Secretary Kerry urging the administra-
tion to stop its concessions, abandon
the talks scheduled with Cuba later
this month, and get serious about
bringing true reforms to Cuba first be-
fore even contemplating a change in
our relations.

If they won’t listen, it is up to us in
Congress to defend freedom for Cuba
and, indeed, around the world.

APPRECIATING THE PUBLIC SERV-
ICE OF PAUL CLYMER, PENNSYL-
VANIA STATE REPRESENTATIVE

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, last
fall, after 34 years of distinguished pub-
lic service, Pennsylvania State rep-
resentative Paul Clymer from upper
Bucks County announced his retire-
ment. Throughout his career, Rep-
resentative Clymer has been a strong
advocate on many issues ranging from
education to economic development.

An avid historian, Paul chaired the
committee responsible for the renova-
tion on the State capitol building. He
took a personal interest in this project,
working diligently to ensure the com-
pleted renovation would live up to
President Theodore Roosevelt’s dec-
laration in 1906 when he called it, ‘‘the
handsomest building he ever saw.”

More than a century later, thanks in
part to Paul’s work, the building still
strikes visitors with awe. Although he
has many accomplishments to his
name, it has been Representative
Clymer’s gentlemanly demeanor for
which he was best known.

Paul was known in government as a
man of conviction who would stand up
for his principles, yet also able to lis-
ten to those who passionately opposed
him. He has been a model public serv-
ant and a mentor to many, including to
me, and I want to say, ‘“Well done,
Paul, in your retirement.”’
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AMERICA WELCOMES ALL PEOPLE
AND DOES NOT STIGMATIZE
BASED ON RELIGION, ETHNICITY,
OR RACE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
this morning, we started by reading
the Constitution, and I did not want to
leave this week without reminding us
of Amendment One of the Bill of
Rights:

‘““Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press, or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the government for a redress of griev-
ances.”

Today, we stand with the people of
France who, in the early years of our
beginnings, certainly gave to America
many of the democratic principles by
way of their own values. Today, we ac-
knowledge that violence will not un-
dermine democratic values around the
Nation or around the world.

We mourn those who have lost their
lives, and we want to stop the terrorist
violence, but what we most want to do
is to be able to acknowledge the indi-
vidual dignity of all people and that we
will not stigmatize religions or
ethnicities or race in this country, but
we will recognize that we are great be-
cause we are able to welcome all from
all places and to be able to accept their
human dignity.

We have a Constitution and a Bill of
Rights, and I am grateful for the great-
ness of this Nation, but I stand with
the people of France and mourn their
loss this week.

———

LAW ENFORCEMENT
APPRECIATION DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BosT). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 6, 2015, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. JOLLY) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the time, and I would like to
claim this time to spend a few mo-
ments on the floor of this House to ex-
press the appreciation of myself and
my colleagues to those who serve every
day in our law enforcement commu-
nity.

There is no better way to kick off
this time than to yield to a colleague
of mine from the State of Washington,
a former sheriff of 30 years in law en-
forcement, and a former Sheriff of the
Year from King County, my colleague
from Washington (Mr. REICHERT).

Mr. REICHERT. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding and his kind intro-
duction.

Today, Mr. Speaker, is National Law
Enforcement Appreciation Day. I hope
this becomes a yearly thing. It is spon-
sored today by the National Sheriffs’
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Association, the International Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police, the FOP, and
other law enforcement organizations—
national, State, and local organiza-
tions.

As Mr. JoLLY said, I served 33 years
in the sheriff’s office in Seattle, start-
ing in a patrol car and eventually end-
ing my career as the sheriff. I know
from my own personal experience in
serving those years that a cop’s mis-
sion is to protect their community.

I know this from working with law
enforcement not only in the sheriff’s
office in Seattle, but with the Seattle
Police Department, all the police de-
partments and sheriffs’ offices in the
State of Washington and even across
this country. I have had the oppor-
tunity to work with a number of law

enforcement organizations—Ilocal,
State, and Federal.
Mr. Speaker, they come each day

with the heart of a servant. They come
each day knowing that, when they put
on that badge and that uniform, that
they may not go home. They know
that, but they do it anyway.

Why do they do that? Why do they
take that risk? Why did I take that
risk for 33 years? Let me tell you, Mr.
Speaker, I did come close several times
in my career to losing my life to pro-
tect the community I served.

Let me also say that I lost some dear
friends over those 33 years. One was my
best friend, Sam Hicks, who was shot
and killed in June of 1982. Another
good friend in 1984 was stabbed to
death.

It is a dangerous job, but it is a job
they choose to do because they choose
to serve the community. They choose
to put their life on the line to protect
and serve all of us, protect our fami-
lies, our children, our businesses, and
our property each and every day.
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But no one is perfect, we know that.
There are good police officers and there
are bad police officers. There are good
mechanics and there are bad mechan-
ics. There are good lawyers and there
are bad lawyers. We all come from the
human race. There is good and bad in
all of us. So no police department is
perfect, and no police officer is perfect,
and sometimes things go wrong. They
are required to make split decisions,
life-and-death decisions. In a moment’s
notice, you can have a gun pointed at
you, and you have to make that deci-
sion: Do I shoot or not? Can I talk that
person out of that gun? I have been in
that position, too. Fortunately, I was
able to talk that person out of his gun
and took him to jail.

But sometimes things go wrong, and
when it does, police, rightly so, must
be under the microscope. There must
be public scrutiny. Cops know that. Po-
lice chiefs know that. Sheriffs know it,
and we accept that, too. But when
things go wrong and we watch these in-
cidents and these events unfold over
the media, let us all remember that po-
lice officers have constitutional rights,
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too. They are allowed due process, too.
They are American citizens, too. They
have constitutional rights and protec-
tions also.

The Constitution, as was mentioned
earlier, was read today, reminding us
that we all have those constitutional
rights. You are innocent until proven
guilty. So when something happens
that we think is wrong, let’s pay atten-
tion to the facts. Let’s let the process
go forward; and then based on the
facts—based on the facts—let’s work
with the community, with the police
department and the mayor and city
council and change the policy, change
the procedures, and make sure that it
doesn’t happen again.

But today, let us also remember the
service of the men and women, the
brave and dedicated men and women
who put that uniform on every day. I
am going to name a few police officers
from Washington State who, 5 years
ago—and this is the 5-year anniversary
of the death of these police officers,
gunned down, four of them gunned
down while sitting in a coffee shop in
Lakewood, Washington—paid that ulti-
mate sacrifice, that ultimate price
that we often hear talked about: Ser-
geant Mark Renninger, Officer Ronald
Owens, Officer Tina Griswold, Officer
Greg Richards, as well as Seattle Po-
lice Officer Timothy Brenton and
Pierce County Deputy Kent Mundell,
all from Washington State, all not with
us today, all of their families missing
them.

During these difficult times, Mr.
Speaker, we need to come together as a
community, as a country, as a nation,
and recognize the service of these po-
lice officers across the country. I will
end with the simple act that comes so
easily for us with people who serve in
the military, just a simple ‘‘thank
you.” If you see a police officer today
as you go about your duties, your day’s
duties, please walk up and say ‘‘thank
you.” Please tell them you appreciate
their service. That means the world to
them.

Mr. JOLLY. I thank my colleague
from the State of Washington.

Today, on Law Enforcement Appre-
ciation Day, I would like to yield to a
champion supporter of law enforce-
ment, the gentleman from Alabama
(Mr. BYRNE).

Mr. BYRNE. I thank the gentleman
for yielding me this time and for sched-
uling this Special Order to honor the
men and women who put their lives on
the line every day, as we just heard
from our colleague from Washington.

Last year in the United States of
America, 119 law enforcement officers
lost their lives in the line of duty; 119
lives snuffed out. It was not because
they did anything wrong, but they were
performing their duty to protect you
and me so that every night when we go
to sleep, we put our heads on our pil-
lows and sleep soundly.

We take it for granted. There is
something about it that we think is
just natural. There is nothing natural
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about someone who goes out every day
and consciously gives of themselves
and puts their life on the line for some-
one else. Jesus said there is no greater
love than this, than someone who
would lay down his life for his brother.
And law enforcement officers do that
every day.

Yet sometimes when we get these in-
cidents in America, we somehow forget
that. We forget that they have hus-
bands and wives and children and par-
ents and sisters and brothers and
friends, that they are people, too. They
are citizens in our community, just
like we are, and they go out every day
to protect you and me and give us a
quality of life that, as I say, we take
for granted. So it is altogether fitting
that we would take today and recog-
nize them, salute them, recognize
them, honor them, thank them for
what they do for all of us.

I hope that we won’t just do it for
today. I hope we do it 365 days a year,
because they are here for us 365 days a
year.

So on behalf of my constituents in
the First Congressional District of Ala-
bama, I say to law enforcement offi-
cials in my district and throughout
America: We thank you. We salute you.
God bless you.

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague from Alabama.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today as well to
say thank you to law enforcement offi-
cers throughout Pinellas County, Flor-
ida, and across the Nation. Thank you
for your service and thank you for your
sacrifice. And I thank your families.

Each day in Pinellas County, Florida,
the community I have the opportunity
to represent, as well as across the
country, thousands of law enforcement
officers serve and protect us, often at
great sacrifice to their families and at
risk to their very own lives.

This was the case on December 21
when Officer Charles Kondek of the
Tarpon Springs Police Department in
Pinellas County responded to simple a
noise complaint. It would be Officer
Kondek’s end of watch as he tragically
lost his life at the hands of a gunman,
a gunman whose actions represent the
type of inhumanity that we entrust our
law enforcement officers each day to
protect us from. Officer Kondek was
only 45 years old, and he is survived by,
and his memory lives on through, his
wife and his six children.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, this story re-
peats itself throughout communities
across the country. The Nation wit-
nessed, on December 20, in New York,
two law enforcement officers who were
assassinated by an individual with one
intention: to take the lives specifically
of law enforcement officers.

Mr. Speaker, in my hometown of
Pinellas County, the brotherhood of
law enforcement officers, the sister-
hood of law enforcement officers who
protect us each day understands, just
like law enforcement officers across
the country, the very risk to their safe-
ty and to their lives and the risk and
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the heartbreak of their families and
their children, that that risk is very
real.

In our county, we have lost a total of
24 officers, including, in recent years,
St. Petersburg officers David Crawford,
Jeffrey Yaslowitz, and Thomas
Baitinger, each representing a precious
loss of life while serving and protecting
us.

And yet we find ourselves today lis-
tening to some, a minority in our soci-
ety, who wish to give voice to those
who undermine the very honor of law
enforcement officers, who undermine
the very sacrifice of our law enforce-
ment officers, and who undermine the
very danger that these law enforce-
ment officers face each day. Instead,
we should be rising to say ‘‘thank you”’
to the men and women of law enforce-
ment, ‘“‘thank you” to the men and
women in our communities who pro-
tect and defend us.

So, Mr. Speaker, I rise today to do
just that, to say ‘‘thank you.” Thank
you to Officer Kondek of Tarpon
Springs for his service, and thank you
to his family for sharing him with a
community that will forever remember
his ultimate sacrifice. Thank you to
the families of all fallen law enforce-
ment officers, and thank you to those
who continue to serve each day.

I want to thank our local law en-
forcement leadership in my hometown
of Pinellas County: Pinellas County
Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, Clearwater Po-
lice Chief Dan Slaughter, St. Peters-
burg Police Chief Anthony Holloway,
Chief Terry Hughes of my hometown of
Indian Shores, Belleair Police Chief
Bill Sohl, Gulfport Police Chief Robert
Vincent, Kenneth City Police Chief
Kevin Matson, Largo Police Chief Jef-
frey Undestad, Pinellas Park Police
Chief Dorene Thomas, Pinellas County
Schools Police Chief Rick Stelljes, Tar-
pon Springs Police Chief Robert
Kochen, Treasure Island Police Chief
Tim Casey, and Chief David Hendry of
the University of South Florida, St.
Petersburg.

I especially want to thank all mem-
bers of law enforcement in my home-
town and those throughout Pinellas
County who get in their cars each day
and walk the streets, respond to crime,
investigate crimes and respond to dis-
turbances and ultimately protect us. I
want to thank those I am privileged,
within the law enforcement commu-
nity, to call friends, officers from the
Clearwater police force: my dear friend
Detective Jonathan Walser, Detective
Michael Stonelake, Detective Chris-
topher Precious, Sergeant John Brown,
Officer Bill Renfro, Lieutenant Juan
Torres, and Lieutenant Richard Harris.
And from the Pinellas County Sheriff’s
Department, my friend, Sergeant Steve
Wagner.

Thank you to each of you.

And I want to thank the Capitol Po-
lice officers who protect each of us here
as Members of Congress and the thou-
sands of Capitol visitors each year that
are protected from threats that at
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times can be tragically real. Thank
you to all who serve, from Pinellas
County, throughout the State of Flor-
ida, communities across the country,
and right here in this very Chamber.
Thank you for protecting us. Thank
you for serving. Thank you to every
law enforcement officer for your com-
mitment to duty, your service to your
community, and your service to your
fellow man.

As my colleague, BRADLEY BYRNE
said, blessed are those who would lay
down their life for their brethren. That
is the oath—to risk their life to protect
others—that our law enforcement offi-
cers renew each day.

Indeed, may our loving God richly
bless each one of you who put on the
uniform of law enforcement, and may
God richly bless your families. May
God’s loving hands protect and defend
each of you every day of your service,
just as you protect and defend each one
of us. Please know that this Member of
Congress and millions of people across
the country, including those in
Pinellas County and Florida’s 13th Dis-
trict, including communities through-
out our Nation, are forever grateful for
the service of law enforcement officers,
your service to your fellow man. So
today, on behalf of millions of Ameri-
cans, I simply say to each of you serv-
ing as law enforcement officers, thank
you.

With that, I yield to a new colleague
of mine from Texas, Mr. RATCLIFFE.

Mr. RATCLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Florida for
yielding me this time.

This week, I was honored and grate-
ful to be able to vote for and help pass
several bills that will improve the lives
of so many hardworking Americans.

Earlier today, I was proud to be an
original cosponsor of H.R. 3, the Key-
stone XL Pipeline Act. I am grateful to
be pushing this bill across the finish
line because the Keystone runs through
the Fourth Congressional District that
I am privileged to represent. It is a
long overdue, commonsense piece of
legislation which will create good-pay-
ing jobs, will grow our economy, and
will support more manufacturing and
trade in this country.

During its construction, it is esti-
mated that 42,000 jobs will be created
by the Keystone, and it will put more
than $2 billion in the pockets of Amer-
ican workers.
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To put this impact in perspective,
those 42,000 jobs are 12,000 more than
the unemployed population in the
Fourth Congressional District of
Texas.

Unfortunately, President Obama has
indicated that he will veto the Key-
stone if it passes both Houses. I hope
that this is just an idle political threat
because, if it is not, then the President
is intentionally harming the middle
class Americans that this great job cre-
ation bill is going to help.

I hope and pray that our President
won’t play politics with legislation
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that will provide opportunities to cre-
ate jobs for tens of thousands of Ameri-
cans to support their families.

This week, I was also proud to be
able to support H.R. 30, which changes
the definition of a full-time employee
from 30 hours a week to 40 hours a
week under the perversely named Af-
fordable Care Act.

ObamaCare’s 30-hour rule places an
impossible burden on individuals and
small businesses in my district and
across this country, and I am glad to
be able to help pass a bill which repeals
a terrible provision from a terrible law.

But I say we haven’t gone far enough.
I know the people that I represent in
east and north Texas won’t be satisfied
until we repeal every provision of the
Affordable Care Act.

I was sent here to Washington to de-
liver results for the hardworking peo-
ple of north and east Texas, and these
bills show that I am doing that, and it
is what I intend to keep doing because,
while these are great bills and I am
proud that we passed them this week,
it is just a start.

We need more good bills to combat
the President’s executive overreach; to
restore fiscal sanity; to secure our bor-
ders; to repeal all of ObamaCare; and,
most importantly, to defend our great
Constitution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers for this time.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

———————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. MOORE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today on account of an un-
scheduled medical procedure.

——
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 26. An act to extend the termination
date of the Terrorism Insurance Program es-
tablished under the Terrorism Risk Insur-
ance Act of 2002, and for other purposes.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until Monday, January 12, 2015,
at noon for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
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