
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH182 January 9, 2015 
Cuomo, and therefore I was not able to 
be here. 

Had I been here, I would have cast 
my vote for Speaker for the Honorable 
NANCY PELOSI from California, and I 
want the RECORD to reflect the same. 

f 

b 1315 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise for 
the purpose of inquiring of the major-
ity leader the schedule for the week to 
come. So at this point, I am pleased to 
yield to my friend from California (Mr. 
MCCARTHY), the majority leader. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank my friend 
for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the House 
will meet at noon for morning-hour 
and 2 p.m. for legislative business. 
Votes will be postponed until 6:30 p.m. 
On Tuesday, the House will meet at 10 
a.m. for morning-hour and noon for 
legislative business. On Wednesday, the 
House will meet at 9 a.m. for legisla-
tive business. Last votes of the week 
are expected around noon. On Thursday 
and Friday, no votes are expected. 

Mr. Speaker, the House will consider 
a number of suspensions next week, a 
complete list of which will be an-
nounced by close of business today. 

In addition, the House will consider 
H.R. 186, the Regulatory Account-
ability Act, authored by Chairman 
GOODLATTE. This bipartisan bill will 
modernize the regulatory process, en-
sure transparency, and reduce overly 
burdensome costs that are hurting job 
creators across the country. 

The House will also consider H.R. 37, 
the Promoting Job Creation and Re-
ducing Small Business Burdens Act, 
authored by the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania, Representative FITZPATRICK, 
which includes bipartisan reforms to 
reduce red tape and ensure that small 
businesses have access to the capital 
they need to grow. 

Finally, the House is expected to con-
sider legislation to fund the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security and re-
spond to the President’s unconstitu-
tional executive action. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for the information he has given us. 

First, Mr. Speaker, I want to con-
gratulate the majority leader for bring-
ing to the floor in a timely fashion the 
Terrorism Risk Insurance Act, which 
we passed overwhelmingly in a bipar-
tisan fashion. I think that it was very, 
very important that we got that 
through the House early. As the major-
ity leader knows, the Senate has al-
ready passed that bill, and it is on its 
way to the President. That, obviously, 
will raise the confidence level of those 
who are going to create jobs and enter 
into construction projects. It is very 
important for our economy and for our 
communities. So I thank the majority 
leader for his quick action and leader-
ship on that issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I am hopeful the major-
ity leader can inform us of what form 
the Department of Homeland Security 
appropriation bill will come to the 
floor. And what I mean by ‘‘what 
form,’’ the committee bill, obviously, 
will be supported almost unanimously 
on both sides—certainly on this side of 
the aisle unanimously—if, in fact, it is 
the funding levels that resulted from 
the agreement between the Republican 
Party and the Democratic Party and 
passed overwhelmingly, known as the 
Ryan-Murray budget numbers. 

The committee marked up its bill, 
reported it out. It was included in the 
omnibus. But it was included, as the 
gentleman knows, only until February 
27. 

Can the gentleman tell me whether 
that will come to the floor as reported 
out of committee? And when I say 
‘‘committee,’’ I mean the House Appro-
priations Committee. Or when reported 
out, will it be considered under a rule? 
And if considered under a rule, will 
that rule allow amendments? 

And I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank the gen-

tleman for yielding. 
The base bill will reflect the Appro-

priations Committee’s bipartisan, bi-
cameral negotiations on funding for 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
the text of which will be available later 
today. And to answer the question, yes, 
the funding level will be at that. 

We also will consider a series of 
amendments which respond to the 
President’s executive action, and I ex-
pect the text of those will be available 
a little later today. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. 
I am pretty sure I understand exactly 

what the gentleman said. Therefore, 
those amendments will be offered on 
the floor and will not be incorporated 
in the base bill? 

Mr. MCCARTHY. That is correct. 
Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. 
When will the hearing on the rule be 

held so that our Members can know; so 
that if they have amendments they 
would like to offer, they can appear at 
the Rules Committee? 

And I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank the gen-

tleman for yielding. 
I anticipate the Rules Committee 

meeting on Monday. 
Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 

for that, and I will make sure that our 
Members know that. 

Mr. Speaker, I know the Speaker just 
held a moment of silence—and I will be 
saying something in a few minutes—on 
the tragic events that have happened 
in France, the loss of life in the initial 
incident, in the hostage-taking, and of 
the law enforcement officer. Clearly 
this was in France, but we know that 
we are all vulnerable in all of the free 
world. 

I would urge the majority leader to 
ensure that the Homeland Security bill 
passes this House in a bipartisan fash-
ion. And what I mean by that is, I 
know there are going to be amend-

ments offered. I know his side of the 
aisle is very concerned and believes— 
and he has asserted—that the actions 
taken by the President were unconsti-
tutional. We do not share that view, as 
the gentleman knows, that they were 
unconstitutional. We believe the execu-
tive was within his authority and pros-
ecutorial discretion on the executive 
side of the government. But we also 
know that that issue is going to be an 
issue of substantial debate, discussion, 
and I am sure other legislative actions. 

Mr. Speaker, I would urge the major-
ity leader to—I think it is in the best 
interest making sure the Homeland Se-
curity bill is passed so there is no 
doubt as to the resources that the 
Homeland Security Department will 
have to protect all Americans, to pro-
tect our homeland, and to coordinate 
extensively. 

Secretary Johnson has made state-
ments this week that the failure to 
have full funding for the Department of 
Homeland Security has already im-
peded his ability and the Department’s 
ability to act fully on behalf of the se-
curity of this country. 

So, Mr. Majority Leader, I know that 
all 435 of us are committed to making 
sure that we do everything we can to 
keep our homeland safe and our people 
safe. And I would hope that we would 
have nothing included in the bill which 
would be very controversial, reflecting 
our differences, when the underlying 
bill, I think, is not controversial, when 
the underlying bill is something on 
which we can almost unanimously, I 
think, agree and is something that 
ought to be passed and ought to be 
signed by the President and ought to 
give the Department of Homeland Se-
curity the full resources it needs to 
keep America safe. 

And I would be glad to yield to my 
friend, the majority leader. 

Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

As the gentleman knows, currently, 
the Department of Homeland Security 
is funded up until February 27. But as 
was noted, next week is the second 
week back in. And we are taking this 
up in the second week because I believe 
on both sides of the aisle, we care 
about the homeland, we care about our 
security, and this is something that 
has been worked on together. And in-
side this body, we have a constitu-
tional responsibility to deal with those 
items that are germane, and we will 
deal with all the items that are ger-
mane. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. 
I look forward to working with him 

next week to hopefully achieve the pas-
sage of a bill that will not prove con-
troversial in the Senate or with the 
President of the United States so that 
this can be effective, as the gentleman 
observed, as quickly as possible. I ap-
preciate him bringing it to the floor, 
and I also appreciate the fact that the 
amendments are going to be considered 
separately. And I would hope that we 
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could join together in opposing amend-
ments which will undermine the bipar-
tisanship of the legislation. 

We have 3-day weeks coming up now. 
We will have a couple of short weeks 
when the Republicans go to their re-
treat, their issues conference, and then 
when the Democrats go to their issues 
conference. 

I would ask if you could give me a 
sense of the legislation that will be on 
for the remainder of the month. 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MCCARTHY. I thank the gen-

tleman for yielding. 
The gentleman is correct. We have 3- 

day weeks for retreats for the House on 
both sides of the aisle. And this year, 
the Republicans will be retreating with 
the Republicans in the Senate as well, 
leaving next Wednesday. 

The House will be very active 
throughout January, focusing on bipar-
tisan solutions that have been need-
lessly stuck in the Senate. As the gen-
tleman knows, 382 bills did pass this 
House but got stuck in the Senate, and 
more than half of those actually were 
even passed by voice vote. 

This will include a bill to expedite 
the Federal review process for natural 
gas pipeline permit applications and a 
bill to cut through red tape and ensure 
exports of liquefied natural gas to our 
allies. 

As we get closer to consideration for 
each week, I assure the gentleman that 
a full list of bills coming before the 
House will be available for Members. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. 
And lastly, Mr. Leader, if I could ask 

you about the border security bill. It is 
my understanding that the border bill 
could be coming to the floor this 
month. And I know that the gentleman 
from Texas, Chairman MCCAUL, has 
said that Republican leaders are get-
ting close—and I am quoting—to hav-
ing a separate border policy bill ready 
to go. I know they, referring to the Re-
publican leadership, want Homeland 
appropriations on the floor next week, 
as we have already discussed. So what 
is going to be tied to that is unclear at 
this point, but we are working on a 
border bill right now. 

Now, as you know, Mr. Leader, the 
McCaul border bill passed out of com-
mittee either on voice vote or unani-
mously, with both parties agreeing. 
And, in fact, the Democrats in the last 
Congress, in the comprehensive immi-
gration bill that we introduced, in-
cluded dropping the Senate border se-
curity bill and putting in the McCaul 
bill, as the gentleman undoubtedly 
knows, because we believed that was 
the better approach. 

Can the gentleman tell me, will the 
McCaul bill, as passed in the last Con-
gress, be the border bill that will be re-
ported? Or does the majority leader 
know that at this point in time? 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Well, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

In speaking to Chairman MCCAUL, he 
does want to move a bill, maybe to-
wards later this month. I know he has 

a trip to the border with a number of 
Members. I know he would like to 
move the bill after that trip. So I an-
ticipate a bill shortly. And as soon as 
we have a date, I will let the gentleman 
know. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman. 
And I hope that we can, as we did in 

the first iteration of the McCaul bill, 
have a unanimous bipartisan agree-
ment because all of us want to make 
sure the border is, in fact, secure again, 
as we want to see that the Homeland 
Security Department has its full com-
plement of resources to protect the 
American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
JANUARY 12, 2015 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday, January 12, 2015, 
when it shall convene at noon for 
morning-hour debate and 2 p.m. for leg-
islative business. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BABIN). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

EXECUTIVE ORDERS REGARDING 
IMMIGRATION 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss the 
President’s executive orders on immi-
gration, set to take effect in mid-2015. 

The Constitution, in article I, section 
8, expressly grants the legislature the 
sole authority to establish rules for 
naturalization. Yet on November 20, 
2014, the President announced new poli-
cies that would enable a substantial 
portion of the unlawfully present alien 
population to obtain relief from re-
moval and work authorization. 

In addition to substantive constitu-
tional separation of power concerns, 
the action raises national security im-
plications and a range of other poten-
tially harmful consequences. 

For this reason, in December, the 
House passed H.R. 83, which imposes a 
February 27 funding sunset for the 
agencies responsible for carrying out 
the President’s orders. 

While this limitation creates an op-
portunity for the new majority in Con-
gress to take action against the Presi-
dent’s unilateral actions, my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle 
should want to protect the rule of law, 
our constitutional separation of pow-
ers, and the best interests of hard-
working Americans. The American peo-
ple deserve as much. 

f 

WE ARE ALL CHARLIE 
(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise, as I 
know all Americans would rise if they 
were here, to express our solidarity 
with, our sympathy to, and our convic-
tions for a strong alliance with the 
people of France. 

The despicable and tragic murder in 
Paris on Tuesday of journalists and 
those who protected them ought to be 
a reminder that we cannot and must 
not take for granted the freedoms we 
enjoy living in a democracy. 

The men and women who were tar-
geted in Paris on Wednesday were car-
toonists whose job was to use humor to 
make people question their leaders and 
their most cherished principles. Free-
dom of speech, protected in the First 
Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States of America, which was 
read today on this floor, means nothing 
if that speech can be intimidated and 
shuttered by violence. 

The principles that we speak of were 
part of a long tradition in France and 
in this country of bringing the loftiest 
of people and ideas down to Earth 
through the power of satire. 

Freedom of the press and free expres-
sion of ideas are a necessary check 
against tyranny and oppression. They 
are as much a part of democracy as the 
right to vote and due process in court. 

Mr. Speaker, in attacking these jour-
nalists, the terrorists made their tar-
get clear, and that is freedom itself— 
freedom in America, freedom in 
France, freedom throughout the world, 
freedom of conscience, freedom of 
speech, and freedom of dissent. 

The taking of innocent hostages at a 
kosher market today further dem-
onstrated the terrorists’ utter dis-
regard for the ‘‘liberty, equality, and 
brotherhood’’ that are the foundation 
of the French democracy and the 
American democracy. 

The democratic nations of the world 
must continue to stand up to those who 
wish to stifle the basic freedoms that 
all people deserve. I know that all 435 
Members of this Congress are united in 
that conviction. I join with all of my 
colleagues in offering my condolences 
to the families of the victims and to 
the French people. 

Mr. Speaker, in that regard, I articu-
late what has just been demonstrated 
by all by standing in silence, just as 
President Kennedy declared, ‘‘Ich bin 
ein Berliner,’’ and newspapers around 
the world after 9/11 read, ‘‘We are all 
Americans.’’ 

Today, all freedom-loving people 
around the world join together in soli-
darity to say, ‘‘We are all Charlie’’— 
‘‘Nous’’ sommes tous Charlie.’’ 

f 

CHRISTMAS DRONES 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
Red Ryder BB gun is a ghost of Christ-
mas past because, this year, Santa 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:58 Jan 10, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K09JA7.039 H09JAPT1E
M

C
D

O
N

A
LD

 o
n 

D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-11T15:16:01-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




