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opportunities in the Tri-Cities, drawing 
visitors to our area with projects that 
include the Clover Island Marina, Co-
lumbia Drive, and Vista Field. 

This month we celebrate 100 years of 
economic opportunity and look forward 
to continued progress at the Port of 
Kennewick. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 15 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Elias Correa-Torres, Bel-
mont Abbey, Belmont, North Carolina, 
offered the following prayer: 

Loving God, source of all wisdom, 
You lead us in discovering what is true 
and good, so that human society may 
come to reflect Your loving order. 

Bless the work of the people’s House, 
inspire all those who labor in it with 
Your wisdom and truth. Give them a 
spirit of enthusiasm and joy in their 
worthy efforts, and may they find ful-
fillment in their service. As they seek 
to advance the common good, guide 
them in making right decisions and 
carrying them out with true justice, 
helping them to be particularly atten-
tive to the needs of those who cannot 
fend for themselves, or who struggle 
with little hope. 

May the work of this House help ad-
vance a peaceful society in our Nation 
and foster unity in mutual goodwill, so 
that in all things, You may be glori-
fied. 

We ask all this in Your most holy 
name. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
PITTENGER) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PITTENGER led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

BUDGET 

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Reagan once told us that the nine 
most terrifying words in the English 
language are: ‘‘I’m from the govern-
ment, and I’m here to help.’’ 

Well, the kind of help we have re-
ceived, Mr. Speaker, has been more 
regulations, a greater tax burden, a 
bigger bureaucracy, and no growth for 
the American family, for American 
business. 

This week, we have the opportunity, 
Mr. Speaker, to change this course by 
passing the House 2016 budget, which 
cuts $5.5 trillion in spending while 
strengthening vital programs; calls for 
a fairer, simpler Tax Code to promote 
good-paying jobs and an opportunity 
economy; completely repeals 
ObamaCare; and puts a premium on ac-
countability, efficiency, and effective-
ness in all areas of the Federal Govern-
ment. 

Now is the time to restore common 
sense and fiscal sanity to Washington. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support the House 2016 budget. 

f 

PRESIDENT’S NEW REGULATIONS 
ON HYDRAULIC FRACTURING 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, on Friday, President 
Obama released new regulations for hy-
draulic fracturing and once again 
turned his back on job creation in an 
attempt to appease a small but vocal 
group of environmental extremists. 

These new regulations are unneces-
sary and threaten the potential growth 
of jobs on Federal lands and across the 
Nation. 

Production of shale resources has 
grown by leaps and bounds in recent 
years, and much of this growth has 
been due to private sector innovation, 
coupled with sensible regulations at 
the State and local levels. 

As one of the top producers of nat-
ural gas, Pennsylvania continues to 
help drive record-breaking oil and nat-
ural gas production here at home. 

Since 2006, Marcellus producers have 
contributed over $1 billion in State 
taxes, along with half a billion dollars 
in road construction. 

Communities in Pennsylvania’s Fifth 
Congressional District have greatly 
benefited from the technology and 
safety advancements that make nat-
ural gas readily available. 

This success has been made possible 
due to regulations administered at the 
State level, not by adding the bureauc-
racy of the Federal Government. 

Mr. Speaker, I will work with my col-
leagues in Congress and do all that I 
can to stop top-down policies such as 
this that undermine economic progress 
and energy security. 

f 

HOUSE BUDGET PROPOSAL 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, last month, 
President Obama released his budget 
proposal. It, as expected, increases 
taxes and spending without balancing 
the budget and allows Social Security 
and Medicare to go bankrupt. The 
President’s refusal to address the 
compounding national debt emphasizes 
his disinterest in being a leader. 

Fortunately, we in the House are 
leading. Our budget offers a stark con-
trast. We implement commonsense re-
forms, balance the budget, eliminate 
wasteful government spending, repeal 
ObamaCare in full, and preserve Social 
Security and Medicare for current 
beneficiaries and future generations. 

Our budget restores the principle of 
federalism—the foundation of our Con-
stitution—empowering States, local 
communities, and the real drivers of 
opportunity and prosperity, the Amer-
ican people. 

I look forward to the debate this 
week in the House and working to en-
sure the proper balance between our 
national security interests and our 
long-term deficit reduction. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 20, 2015. 

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
The Speaker, The Capitol, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
March 20, 2015, at 2:24 p.m., and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby 
he transmits the District of Columbia’s Fis-
cal Year 2015 Budget Request Act. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA’S FISCAL 
YEAR 2015 BUDGET AND FINAN-
CIAL PLAN—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 114–19) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
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to the Committee on Appropriations 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to my constitutional au-
thority and as contemplated by section 
446 of the District of Columbia Self- 
Government and Governmental Reor-
ganization Act as amended in 1989, I 
am transmitting the District of Colum-
bia’s fiscal year (FY) 2015 Budget and 
Financial Plan. This transmittal does 
not represent an endorsement of the 
contents of the D.C. government’s re-
quests. 

The proposed FY 2015 Budget and Fi-
nancial Plan reflects the major pro-
grammatic objectives of the Mayor and 
the Council of the District of Colum-
bia. For FY 2015, the District estimates 
total revenues and expenditures of $12.6 
billion. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 20, 2015. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1600 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CARTER of Georgia) at 4 
p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

TENANT INCOME VERIFICATION 
RELIEF ACT OF 2015 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 233) to allow reviews of certain 
families’ incomes every 3 years for pur-
poses of determining eligibility for cer-
tain Federal assisted housing pro-
grams. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 233 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Tenant In-
come Verification Relief Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. REVIEWS OF FAMILY INCOMES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The second sentence of 
paragraph (1) of section 3(a) of the United 

States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437a(a)(1)) is amended by inserting before 
the period at the end the following: ‘‘; except 
that, in the case of any family with a fixed 
income, as defined by the Secretary, after 
the initial review of the family’s income, the 
public housing agency or owner shall not be 
required to conduct a review of the family’s 
income for any year for which such family 
certifies, in accordance with such require-
ments as the Secretary shall establish, 
which shall include policies to adjust for in-
flation-based income changes, that 90 per-
cent or more of the income of the family 
consists of fixed income, and that the 
sources of such income have not changed 
since the previous year, except that the pub-
lic housing agency or owner shall conduct a 
review of each such family’s income not less 
than once every 3 years’’. 

(b) HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER PROGRAM.— 
Subparagraph (A) of section 8(o)(5) of the 
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 
1437f(o)(5)(A)) is amended by striking ‘‘not 
less than annually’’ and inserting ‘‘as re-
quired by section 3(a)(1) of this Act’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. STIVERS) and the gentleman 
from Colorado (Mr. PERLMUTTER) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
add extraneous material on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of H.R. 233, 

the Tenant Income Verification Relief 
Act, and I am proud to cosponsor it 
with my colleague from Colorado (Mr. 
PERLMUTTER). 

This is a very simple bill that helps 
relieve stressful burdens of fixed-in-
come tenants who participate in the 
housing choice voucher and project- 
based housing programs all across the 
country. Additionally, it is a respon-
sible reform bill that will allow hous-
ing authorities to work more effi-
ciently and effectively at less cost to 
the taxpayers. 

I have heard from housing authori-
ties from Columbus, Ohio, from 
Circleville, Ohio, from other parts of 
my district, and throughout the coun-
try about how burdensome this re-
quirement is on elderly tenants as well 
as on the housing authorities. 

Current law requires tenant verifica-
tion of income at move-in and recer-
tification annually. This legislation al-
lows for the recertification of resi-
dents’ incomes every 3 years rather 
than annually for individuals and fami-
lies on fixed incomes. 

It will permit housing authorities to 
verify these tenants’ incomes when 
they change as well as annually. Based 
on a recent U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development study of 
these 2 million residents on fixed in-

comes, about half of them are on very 
fixed incomes that are not changing. 
Most of them are using Social Security 
as their main source of income. 

This bill is a great first step toward 
ensuring our Nation’s low-income fami-
lies have safe places to live, while also 
reducing administrative burdens on 
families and on these housing authori-
ties and toward saving taxpayer re-
sources. I ask my colleagues to join me 
and Mr. PERLMUTTER in supporting this 
commonsense legislation. 

Finally, I would like to thank the 
gentleman from Colorado for his lead-
ership and for his commonsense ap-
proach on this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to thank Mr. STIVERS for join-
ing me in H.R. 233, and I want to thank 
the chairman of the committee, Mr. 
HENSARLING, and the ranking member, 
Ms. WATERS, for their support of this 
bill as well. 

Mr. STIVERS has described it well, but 
I think we should go through it one 
more time, just so the record is clear 
for future generations. 

H.R. 233, the Tenant Income Verifica-
tion Relief Act of 2015, represents a bi-
partisan effort to aid our most vulner-
able constituents and to provide mar-
ginal regulatory relief to public hous-
ing authorities and to those who have 
privately owned rental properties who 
wish to service housing vouchers. 

Currently, private property owners 
and State and local housing agencies 
must review income annually for all 
rental assistance recipients. That in-
cludes recipients who receive most or 
all of their income from fixed sources— 
such as from Social Security or other 
pensions—and, therefore, see little in-
come change from year to year. 

Our legislation reduces administra-
tive burdens by allowing for the recer-
tification of rent and income to occur 
every 3 years rather than annually for 
those on fixed incomes. In other words, 
housing authorities and those who ac-
cept vouchers would be allowed to con-
duct triennial income recertifications 
for households of which 90 percent or 
more of their income is fixed. 

The annual review requirement also 
places burdens on those within fixed in-
come households themselves, who must 
gather and submit information needed 
to verify income and deductions and 
who, in some cases, must go to agen-
cies for in-person reviews. 

The Center on Budget and Policy Pri-
orities, which wrote in support of H.R. 
233, said that this change would sub-
stantially reduce paperwork burdens 
for low-income seniors and for people 
with disabilities and administrative 
costs for agencies and owners. 

More than half of rental assistance 
recipients are elderly or disabled, who 
often rely on fixed incomes, and in-
come reviews are the single largest 
source of rental assistance administra-
tive costs. 
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