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THE HYPOCRISY OF THE UNITED
NATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to talk about the United Nations and
what can only be described as its in-
creasingly outrageous actions on the
world stage. How else would you de-
scribe planning a conference on gender
equality, feminism, and sexual violence
that invited only men to participate?
or telling the Catholic Church that its
pro-life stance equals psychological
torture?

Well, last week, the United Nations
really went off the deep end when its
Commission on the Status of Women
adopted a resolution that singles out
and condemns Israel for violating the
rights of women. That’s right. This
Commission condemned a country that
has guaranteed women equality in
work, education, health, and social
welfare for more than 60 years. It de-
nounced a country where rape, includ-
ing spousal rape, is a felony punishable
by 16 years in prison, whose Ministry of
Social Affairs operates battered wom-
en’s shelters and a hotline for report-
ing abuse and whose parliament passed
nearly 50 initiatives to promote gender
equality and empower women over the
past 4 years. It accused the only coun-
try in the Middle East that fully re-
spects the rights of women with vio-
lating the rights of women.

To say I wholeheartedly disagree
with this fiction the U.N. has con-
cocted would be an understatement.
Let’s look at the facts.

On its Web site, the Commission lists
selected grim statistics for the status
of women in the world: They inform us
that one in three women have experi-
enced physical or sexual violence; they
let us know that 120 million girls have
been forced into intercourse or other
sexual acts at some point in their lives;
and they tell us 133 million women and
girls have undergone female genital
mutilation.

When you consider those numbers, it
is mind-boggling that the Commission
believes that Israel is the only one of
the 193 U.N. member states worthy of
condemnation for its record on wom-
en’s rights. How is that even possible?
Israel’s entire population is less than
10 million.

According to the World Health Orga-
nization, nearly 40 percent of all mur-
ders of women worldwide are carried
out by an intimate partner. Yet dozens
of countries around the world do not
have specific laws against domestic vi-
olence. Where is the Commission’s con-
demnation of Russia and Kenya? of
Burkina Faso and Pakistan? of Congo
and Lesotho? of Niger?

Why didn’t the Commission cite
Sudan, where the legal age of marriage
for girls is 10 years old and 88 percent
of women under 50 have undergone fe-
male genital mutilation?

Why didn’t the Commission condemn
Iran, where a woman’s testimony is
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only worth half of a man’s in court,
and rape within marriage is not recog-
nized as a criminal offense?

Where is the censure of India, where
statistics show a rape occurs every 22
minutes? Why didn’t the Commission
want to talk about the victims in that
country, who include a nun in her sev-
enties who was gang-raped by a group
of bandits when she tried to prevent
them from committing a robbery in a
Christian missionary school, as well as
two teenaged cousins from a low caste
who didn’t have a toilet in their home
and were raped, strangled, and found
hanging from a tree because they went
outside to relieve themselves during
the night.

Why aren’t these countries worthy of
the same denunciation? You might be
surprised to learn they all sit on the
Commission on the Status of Women.
That’s right. Some of the world worst
violators of women’s rights sit on a
commission that calls itself ‘“‘the prin-
cipal global intergovernmental body
exclusively dedicated to the promotion
of gender equality and the empower-
ment of women.”’

It is clear from the facts that this
single-minded attack is just the latest
salvo in the U.N.’s never-ending anti-
Israeli agenda, and it is time we stand
up for our friend and ally.

As a founding member of the U.N.
and a permanent member of the U.N.
Security Council, United States has a
duty to insist on a higher standard.
The status quo is simply unacceptable.

————

HONORING GRETCHEN MILLER
KAFOURY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
Gretchen Miller Kafoury passed away 2
weeks ago in Portland. She left us at
age 72, far too soon, only recently re-
tired from her amazing career. It was
my honor to have served with Gretchen
in the Oregon Legislature in the seven-
ties, on the Multnomah County Com-
mission in the eighties, and the Port-
land City Council in the nineties.

She fulfilled responsibilities in each
office with a passion, a dedication to
the underprivileged, a hardheaded real-
ism; plainspoken, down-to-earth, warm
and generous in spirit personally and
professionally.

She started her career as a Peace
Corps volunteer in Iran. She loved that
country and its people. Throughout her
life, that experience informed her
views of the Middle East, her knowl-
edge of the warmth and support by the
Iranian people for Americans.

Gretchen offered a voice in our com-
munity for a more thoughtful approach
to that country, including at least at-
tempting diplomatic efforts. It is too
bad she couldn’t have talked to some
people in Congress who were either too
afraid or distracted to try diplomacy.

Despite her well-earned reputation as
a liberal firebrand, she was always sup-
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portive of thoughtful and diplomatic
efforts of cooperation, negotiation, and
listening.

She was extraordinarily effective in
advancing the interests of her constitu-
ents. Her legacy includes a facility for
the homeless with her name on it and
countless projects and programs that
she helped conceive and advance. She
helped shape policies in human serv-
ices, land use, and the arts.

Her legacy also includes her daugh-
ters, Katharine and Deborah. Part of
that political legacy is a daughter,
Deborah, who served in the leadership
of the Oregon Legislature, following in
her mother’s footsteps, and is cur-
rently chair of the Multnomah County
Commission on which Gretchen so hon-
orably served.

She was an educator, having taught
for more than 10 years, most recently
at the Portland State University Hat-
field School of Government.

She was a pioneer in women’s rights,
having famously helped lead the efforts
to integrate the previously all-male
Portland City Club. In our community,
it was very significant in and of itself
as a powerful signal of the acceptance
of women, not just rhetorically. It was
part of a cause for which she devoted
her entire life. Women, gay rights, mi-
norities, Gretchen was a tireless cham-
pion for people who needed a tireless
champion.

For all the joys of working with
Gretchen, I will remember her best as a
friend. Highlights include spending
time with her at her lovely beach re-
treat on the Oregon coast or a fabulous
trip to New York with our then-spouses
that included running the New York
Marathon, theater, good food, and fab-
ulous company.

Over four decades, Gretchen Kafoury
helped make our community more
liveable and more humane, and we are
grateful.

———

PORT OF KENNEWICK’S 100TH
ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to recognize the 100th anniversary this
month of the Port of Kennewick, lo-
cated in my congressional district in
Benton County.

For 100 years, the port has been a
driver of economic development, trans-
portation improvement, job creation,
and opportunities for the mid-Colum-
bia region. Voters approved the cre-
ation of the port in 1915, after the con-
struction of the Dalles-Celilo Canal,
which allowed boats to navigate from
the Pacific to the upper stretches of
the Columbia and Snake Rivers.

Looking back on its industrial leg-
acy, the port has entered an exciting
new phase of redevelopment in recent
years. The revitalized port, which is
Washington State’s fifth oldest, prom-
ises to create tourism and recreational
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opportunities in the Tri-Cities, drawing
visitors to our area with projects that
include the Clover Island Marina, Co-
lumbia Drive, and Vista Field.

This month we celebrate 100 years of
economic opportunity and look forward
to continued progress at the Port of
Kennewick.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 15
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Elias Correa-Torres, Bel-
mont Abbey, Belmont, North Carolina,
offered the following prayer:

Loving God, source of all wisdom,
You lead us in discovering what is true
and good, so that human society may
come to reflect Your loving order.

Bless the work of the people’s House,
inspire all those who labor in it with
Your wisdom and truth. Give them a
spirit of enthusiasm and joy in their
worthy efforts, and may they find ful-
fillment in their service. As they seek
to advance the common good, guide
them in making right decisions and
carrying them out with true justice,
helping them to be particularly atten-
tive to the needs of those who cannot
fend for themselves, or who struggle
with little hope.

May the work of this House help ad-
vance a peaceful society in our Nation
and foster unity in mutual goodwill, so
that in all things, You may be glori-
fied.

We ask all this in Your most holy
name.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
PITTENGER) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PITTENGER led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
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lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

BUDGET

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Reagan once told us that the nine
most terrifying words in the English
language are: “I'm from the govern-
ment, and I'm here to help.”

Well, the kind of help we have re-
ceived, Mr. Speaker, has been more
regulations, a greater tax burden, a
bigger bureaucracy, and no growth for
the American family, for American
business.

This week, we have the opportunity,
Mr. Speaker, to change this course by
passing the House 2016 budget, which
cuts $5.5 trillion in spending while
strengthening vital programs; calls for
a fairer, simpler Tax Code to promote
good-paying jobs and an opportunity
economy; completely repeals
ObamaCare; and puts a premium on ac-
countability, efficiency, and effective-
ness in all areas of the Federal Govern-
ment.

Now is the time to restore common
sense and fiscal sanity to Washington.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to support the House 2016 budget.

———

PRESIDENT’'S NEW REGULATIONS
ON HYDRAULIC FRACTURING

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, on Friday, President
Obama released new regulations for hy-
draulic fracturing and once again
turned his back on job creation in an
attempt to appease a small but vocal
group of environmental extremists.

These new regulations are unneces-
sary and threaten the potential growth
of jobs on Federal lands and across the
Nation.

Production of shale resources has
grown by leaps and bounds in recent
years, and much of this growth has
been due to private sector innovation,
coupled with sensible regulations at
the State and local levels.

As one of the top producers of nat-
ural gas, Pennsylvania continues to
help drive record-breaking oil and nat-
ural gas production here at home.

Since 2006, Marcellus producers have
contributed over $1 billion in State
taxes, along with half a billion dollars
in road construction.

Communities in Pennsylvania’s Fifth
Congressional District have greatly
benefited from the technology and
safety advancements that make nat-
ural gas readily available.

This success has been made possible
due to regulations administered at the
State level, not by adding the bureauc-
racy of the Federal Government.
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Mr. Speaker, I will work with my col-
leagues in Congress and do all that I
can to stop top-down policies such as
this that undermine economic progress
and energy security.

——————

HOUSE BUDGET PROPOSAL

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, last month,
President Obama released his budget
proposal. It, as expected, increases
taxes and spending without balancing
the budget and allows Social Security
and Medicare to go bankrupt. The
President’s refusal to address the
compounding national debt emphasizes
his disinterest in being a leader.

Fortunately, we in the House are
leading. Our budget offers a stark con-
trast. We implement commonsense re-
forms, balance the budget, eliminate
wasteful government spending, repeal
ObamacCare in full, and preserve Social
Security and Medicare for current
beneficiaries and future generations.

Our budget restores the principle of
federalism—the foundation of our Con-
stitution—empowering States, local
communities, and the real drivers of
opportunity and prosperity, the Amer-
ican people.

I look forward to the debate this
week in the House and working to en-
sure the proper balance between our
national security interests and our
long-term deficit reduction.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 20, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, The Capitol,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
March 20, 2015, at 2:24 p.m., and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby
he transmits the District of Columbia’s Fis-
cal Year 2015 Budget Request Act.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

—————

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA’S FISCAL
YEAR 2015 BUDGET AND FINAN-
CIAL PLAN—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE TUNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 114-19)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
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