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declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. Mark Gooden, Munsey 
Memorial United Methodist Church, 
Johnson City, Tennessee, offered the 
following prayer: 

Dear God, I give You praise this 
morning for Your goodness and mercy, 
Your steadfast love, and Your wonder-
ful grace. Holy is Your name. 

I pray for these Congresswomen and 
-men who represent the people across 
this land. These faithful servants 
sought public office to make a dif-
ference. Help them to stay the course 
and to compromise when conscience al-
lows, but stand strong in their convic-
tions when they can do no less. For 
their work ahead, I pray that You 
grant them clarity of thought, wisdom, 
and understanding. Some here are 
hurting and grieving; please comfort 
them and give them peace. 

I pray that You forgive us as a people 
when we react with hatred and not 
kindness, when we are quick to speak 
and slow to listen, when we seek not to 
be understood but to judge. Help us to 
remember what You require of us: that 
we act justly, that we love mercy, and 
that we walk humbly with You. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. BEATTY) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. BEATTY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. MARK 
GOODEN 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
ROE) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to recognize Dr. Mark 

Gooden of Johnson City, Tennessee, for 
his service today as a guest chaplain of 
the House of Representatives. 

For more than 30 years, Dr. Gooden 
has served as a spiritual light to over 
half a dozen churches across Tennessee 
as a pastor and an elder. I have person-
ally had the privilege of knowing him 
as the senior pastor of my home 
church, Munsey Memorial United 
Methodist Church, in my hometown of 
Johnson City, Tennessee. 

Mark and his wife, Judy, have been a 
blessing in my life. Mark ministered 
my wife during her recent illness and 
prayed with my family minutes before 
she passed, and for this I will be eter-
nally grateful. 

I am proud to recognize Dr. Gooden 
today as a guest chaplain of the House 
of Representatives. 

f 

ELECTING A MEMBER TO A CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEE OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I send 
to the desk a resolution (H. Res. 155) 
electing a Member to a certain stand-
ing committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and ask unanimous con-
sent for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from 
Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 155 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of 
Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET: Mr. Buchanan. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

MILITARY OATHS 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, our Constitution’s very first 
amendment protects every individual’s 
freedom of religion, but our servicemen 
and -women who protect our country 
with their lives are seeing that freedom 
under fire. 

In 2013, the United States Air Force 
Academy made the phrase ‘‘so help me 
God’’ optional in the oath each cadet 
takes. And why did they do that? Be-
cause of one radical atheist group’s de-
mands. 

Let me be clear: Americans have the 
freedom of religion—but not the free-

dom from religion. That is why I am 
introducing legislation that requires 
congressional approval before any 
change could be made to our military 
oaths. 

Mr. Speaker, the moral foundation of 
our country is in serious danger if we 
allow radical groups to dictate whether 
or not we can freely express our reli-
gious beliefs. I think it is time to take 
a stand. 

f 

THE GOP BUDGET 

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight a GOP budget pro-
posal that can be summed up in one 
phrase: work harder for less. The GOP 
leadership put forth a budget that does 
nothing to boost paychecks of hard-
working Americans. 

Students will see education cuts, and 
college will be less affordable. Mr. 
Speaker, this budget takes away the 
tools that allow people to climb the 
ladder of opportunity. 

It attacks retirement for seniors; and 
seniors on Medicare will immediately 
pay more for preventive health serv-
ices, and those with high prescription 
drug costs will see prices skyrocket. It 
will mean the end of the current Medi-
care guarantee, and millions of seniors 
can be hurt. 

While Republican leadership pushes 
this misguided budget proposal that 
doesn’t work for my district and 
doesn’t work for the Nation, Demo-
crats will continue pursuing policies 
that provide the tools hardworking 
families need to achieve economic se-
curity. 

f 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

(Mr. BUCSHON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, 90 years 
ago today, the deadliest tornado in 
U.S. history passed through the south-
western Indiana towns of Griffin, 
Owensville, and Princeton. Named the 
Great Tri-State Tornado, the deadly 
cyclone traveled three States and 219 
miles over 3.5 hours, causing 695 
deaths, destroying family farms, and 
devastating cities. 

This catastrophic event is an impor-
tant reminder to Hoosier families: 
don’t wait to get prepared. Make an 
emergency plan ahead of time. As we 
enter tornado season, take the time to 
stay informed. 

Hoosiers can access information on 
what to expect and how to prepare 
through the Department of Homeland 
Security at the Federal level, the Indi-
ana DHS, the Red Cross, my office, and 
other organizations. 

Don’t wait. Take the time to get pre-
pared today. 
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THE COURAGE OF LARRY DARCEY 

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, at the 
very beginning of my first term, I came 
across an article in a local newspaper 
about a constituent of mine named 
Larry Darcey. 

Years after being exposed to nuclear 
components while working in a plant 
supporting the U.S. Navy in Attleboro, 
Massachusetts, Mr. Darcey was diag-
nosed with cancer in 1992. Facing the 
fear and uncertainty of his first cancer 
diagnosis, Mr. Darcey quickly found 
out that he was far from the only 
former employee at the plant with can-
cer. But he also learned that few of 
those employees were aware of the Fed-
eral compensation and medical pay-
ments that they deserved. 

Over the past few years, he has 
helped over 200 of his former coworkers 
file compensation claims. His work and 
the tireless coverage of Rick Foster 
and the Attleboro Sun Chronicle have 
kept attention on this critical issue. 

Guided by their efforts, I have 
worked with the Department of Labor 
and the Social Security Administra-
tion to provide former workers and 
their families with over $34 million— 
more than twice as much as had been 
paid out in the 13 years of the com-
pensation program’s existence. To 
many families, Mr. Speaker, that sup-
port has changed or even saved lives, 
and it is all thanks to Larry Darcey for 
raising his voice when he saw a gap in 
our system. 

Thank you, Larry, for all you have 
done and all you do. 

f 

HAPPY 84TH BIRTHDAY, HOWARD 
COBLE 

(Mr. WALKER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Mr. How-
ard Coble on his 84th birthday, a living 
legend of North Carolina politics who 
faithfully served the Sixth District of 
North Carolina for 30 years. 

From the very first day when he as-
sumed office on January 3, 1985, and 
the nearly 11,000 days following, he was 
a pillar for outstanding constituent 
service. With his three decades in Con-
gress, he became the longest-serving 
Republican in the history of North 
Carolina, and he was regarded as one of 
the friendliest Members of Congress 
and certainly the most fashionable. 

But the title I believe he embodies is 
public servant. He spent a lifetime 
serving our great country and our 
State. Beyond Congress, he has served 
in a multitude of capacities for North 
Carolina, including as a State rep-
resentative. Additionally, he is a Ko-
rean war veteran and spent more than 
two decades serving in the United 
States Coast Guard and the Reserves. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct pleas-
ure to succeed Mr. Howard Coble. On 
behalf of all the Sixth District and my 
colleagues in Congress, I thank you for 
your service and wish you a very happy 
84th birthday. 

f 

NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS 
BOARD 

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in opposition to legislation that 
is nothing short of an attack on work-
ers, a bill that will harm the economic 
security of American families all over 
this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly believe that 
economic growth is the key to 
strengthening the middle class, but 
only if we have fair rules in place that 
allow workers to share in that growth 
by negotiating for decent wages and 
benefits. 

The National Labor Relations Board 
put forward a rule that ensures work-
ers are treated fairly in the election 
process, that reduces bureaucratic red 
tape and ensures the right to collec-
tively bargain is guaranteed. 

Unfortunately, this body is consid-
ering legislation that would overturn 
that rule. It is wrong, and it is a waste 
of time. 

If Congress wants to support busi-
ness, we should pass legislation to re-
pair our crumbling infrastructure so 
that folks can get their products to 
market, reform our Tax Code to make 
it easier for small businesses to com-
pete, or invest in workforce develop-
ment so that our kids are prepared to 
compete in a 21st century economy. 

Mr. Speaker, there are Democrats 
who stand ready to work with you on 
an agenda that actually strengthens 
the middle class, but this resolution 
doesn’t do that. I urge my colleagues 
to stand up for workers by voting down 
this resolution. 

f 

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT 
RYAN PITTS, AMERICAN HERO 

(Mr. GUINTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of New Hampshire’s 
own, Staff Sergeant Ryan Pitts, an 
American hero and recipient of the 
Medal of Honor. As one of only nine 
living soldiers to be awarded this dis-
tinct honor, his is a shining example of 
this generation’s sacrifice on our be-
half. 

Staff Sergeant Pitts demonstrated an 
incredible amount of courage, bravery, 
and honor as he fought to hold off a 
Taliban ambush during one of the 
bloodiest battles of the war in Afghani-
stan. Despite being attacked by more 
than 200 Taliban militants and sus-
taining injuries of his own, Pitts sin-
glehandedly defended his platoon’s ob-
servation post—his fight unwavering. 

Every day our servicemembers like 
Staff Sergeant Pitts put themselves in 
harm’s way to defend our liberties, our 
Nation, and our freedom, and for that 
we are forever grateful. 

Mr. Speaker, during that very am-
bush, nine of his comrades made the ul-
timate sacrifice for our freedom. We 
shall not and we will not forget their 
bravery and sacrifice. 

Since 1861, the Congressional Medal 
of Honor has been awarded to just over 
3,400 of our Nation’s bravest soldiers. It 
is my honor to recognize Staff Ser-
geant Pitts today. 

f 

b 1215 

HONORING JONATHAN MYRICK 
DANIELS 

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the memory of a Granite 
Stater who played an important role in 
the Civil Rights Movement: Jonathan 
Myrick Daniels of Keene, New Hamp-
shire. 

During his studies at the Episcopal 
Theological School in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts, Dr. Daniels’ faith inspired 
him to travel to Alabama, where Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., had sought to 
help the fellow clergymembers in reg-
istering African Americans to vote. 

Along with other students, including 
our esteemed colleague, Congressman 
JOHN LEWIS of Georgia, Jonathan spent 
the summer and spring advocating for 
civil rights, standing guard during the 
march from Selma to Montgomery, and 
even helping to integrate an Episcopal 
church in Selma. 

While many of his fellow students ul-
timately traveled back north, Mr. Dan-
iels chose to indefinitely remain in 
Alabama and continue to fight for 
equal rights. 

Sadly, on August 20, 1965, Mr. Daniels 
was walking with fellow students when 
a sheriff’s deputy happened upon the 
group and threatened them with his 
gun. Seeing the weapon pointed in 
their direction, Mr. Daniels placed 
himself in front of a 17-year-old girl 
and took the bullet that was meant for 
her. Friends of Jonathan had noted 
that he was ‘‘willing and prepared to 
die to help others,’’ and tragically, 
that is indeed what happened. 

Jonathan Daniels would have been 76 
years old this Friday. He left this 
world far too soon, and he died fighting 
for the values he held dear: justice, 
equality, and human dignity. 

As we celebrate this year’s 50th anni-
versary of the landmark Voting Rights 
Act, we honor the memory of Jonathan 
Daniels and those like him who fought 
for the essential rights of every Amer-
ican. 
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