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have done more, but we are going to
have greater opportunities over the
next 2 years with the Republican-led
House and Senate.

This 114th Congress offers us new
chances to pass legislation that will
lead our country down a road of eco-
nomic recovery. We are going to work
to reduce the size and scope of the Fed-
eral Government, protect against exec-
utive overreach, reform Federal spend-
ing, and keep America strong.

This is America’s Congress, and we
are going to be addressing the Amer-
ican people’s greatest priority in the
114th Congress. We are going to work
hard to build a better future for Amer-
ican families. I believe we will accom-
plish that.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

———

GETTING THE COUNTRY ON TRACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I have
great appreciation and affection for my
friend from North Carolina, Dr. FoOXX,
and I appreciate her comments. Actu-
ally, I didn’t realize at the time, but
some of the things she said leads into
some rather painful things to talk
about this evening, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I have been greatly en-
couraged, first of all, over the last few
days to find out that Americans are
paying attention. They realize what is
at risk. They realize there is a great
deal at stake in this country, and
now—maybe not more than ever, but as
much as ever—we need to be about the
business of getting this country on
track.

I have mentioned before, Mr. Speak-
er, in recent years—maybe 3 years or
so ago—my wife and I had gone to
Togo, West Africa, which is by Nigeria,
while Mercy Ships headquartered in
my district were there. It is just an
awesome charitable institution.

They bring a huge medical hospital
ship into a dock in a Third World coun-
try, usually in Africa, and it is con-
trolled by Christians, operated by
Christians. They don’t proselytize.
They do the job of reaching out and
ministering.

After the ship has been there, blind
can see, and lame can walk. People who
had massive tumors that were about to
cut off their breathing are able to live.
Women who had a child and developed
a small hole in either the urinary tract
or the colon when having a child that
had been banned from families—some-
times, for 20 years, they were not al-
lowed to be with the family. They were
considered unclean.

They would have the fistula repaired
and, after rather emotional cere-
monies, for the first time, they would
be reunited with family members.
Sometimes, like I said, they hadn’t
seen them in 20 years. There were spe-
cific occasions like that.
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And it is an amazing thing to watch.
I was there for a week, really was
blessed to help out with a number of
different things.

But some of the West Africans want-
ed to meet with me before I left. They
knew I was in Congress. Some of them
were a little perplexed to see a Member
of Congress. They were told he was a
Member of Congress, but he is back
there washing dishes in the kitchen.

But my late mother once said: I am
not going to have you bunch of boys
grow up and not be able to cook and
wash dishes. So she made sure we
could, and we can.

But we had the meeting with the
West Africans there. They were Chris-
tians. And the oldest, senior citizen,
hardworking man, after we had a really
nice visit, he concluded, in essence, by
saying: We were so thrilled when you
elected your first Black President—his
words—but since then, we have seen
America getting weaker. It appears
you are getting weaker and weaker.
And the weaker it appears America
gets, the more we suffer. Please, please,
go back to Washington and tell your
friends there stop getting weaker, be-
cause we know where we go when we
die, but our only chance of having
peace in this world is if America is
strong.

I don’t try to shove my religious be-
liefs on others, but it is part of who I
am, just as it was with most of our
Founding Fathers and those that went
before us. But we were founded on
Judeo-Christian beliefs. If you go look
at one of the most important docu-
ments that established our independ-
ence—yes, the Declaration of Independ-
ence is critical. We are endowed by our
Creator with certain inalienable rights.

But the Treaty of Paris, 1783, that
was after the Revolutionary War, after
the war had been won, but the Ameri-
cans weren’t sure that Britain wasn’t
going to come back. They had the most
powerful navy, the most powerful
army. What is to say they wouldn’t
come back?

So it was critical that a document be
signed, and something put in that doc-
ument that was so important, that
would be such an oath that the leaders
of Great Britain would not dare break
that oath, that they truly would recog-
nize the United States as being inde-
pendent and free of Great Britain.

I didn’t know until I got to Con-
gress—I mean, I read history books. I
read biographies. I love to learn more
all the time. But I was struck when our
pastor, David Dykes, his wife, Cindy,
were up here and they wanted to go on
a tour of the State Department. I had
never been through a tour of the State
Department.

I went with them and, 1o and behold,
there was an original copy of the Trea-
ty of Paris, the actual treaty. We were
told it was an original copy. And I was
surprised at the huge, big, bold letters
that started the document because
that document, if that is not signed, we
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are not free and independent, regard-
less of what the Declaration of Inde-
pendence says. It means Britain is
going to come in any time they get
ready to. There had to be something so
important put in that document so
that when they signed it they wouldn’t
dare want to break it.

The words that started the Treaty of
Paris, 1783, were: ‘‘In the name of the
Most Holy and Undivided Trinity.”
That is a Christian belief. That was so
important and held with such rev-
erence that neither side would want to
break an oath under the name of the
Most Holy and Undivided Trinity.

Mr. Speaker, for those that don’t
know—I know you do—but that means
the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost. That is how the Treaty of Paris
started that established not just our
hopes and aspirations and principles as
the Declaration of Independence did,
this was the treaty that gave us the
independence.

So, yes, we got back into a fight with
Great Britain in 1812, the War of 1812.
1814, part of that war, this building was
burned and, apparently, if it had not
been for a massive thunderstorm or
rainstorm that night, this would have
gone the way—this actual wing didn’t
come into existence for about 40 years,
44 years or so, but the reason we didn’t
get a big ruin up here on what was once
called Jenkins Hill was because the
rainstorm put out the fire. The roof
was badly damaged. And even though
sandstone, marble granite doesn’t
burn, necessarily, in the presence of ex-
treme heat you get cracks and it falls.
We didn’t get a big ruin because of the
rainstorm.

Some thought maybe we ought to
move the Capitol back to Philadelphia
or New York, but others felt that what
was here was preserved for a reason, so
it was built back. It is part of our
founding.

And what we have seen in the last 6
years as this noble effort by our Presi-
dent wanting to bring peace through-
out the world by showing how nice we
were, by showing that we meant them
no harm, we would be glad to meet
with them, to sit down, we will give
them offices, we will give them things,
we will let murderers go from prison,
and those type things will show our en-
emies how really decent and good we
are, and so they will want to be our
friends and will not want to be at war
with us—the only problem is that may
work in some common core-type thing
taught in school, but it is not in touch
with reality because there is evil in
this world, and that evil has been most
recently manifested repeatedly in rad-
ical Islamic jihadist actions. And there
is no way around it. The more the peo-
ple in this administration refuse to rise
up and call evil what it is, the more the
evil rises up.

Last June, I was asked to go to Nige-
ria and meet with 23 of the mothers of
daughters who were kidnapped by Boko
Haram, a radical Islamic group. And I
hope and pray more around this town,
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especially down the end of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue, will begin to develop the
courage and understanding that we are
not going to bring peace to Christians
and Jews throughout the world, and we
are not going to bring peace to mod-
erate Muslims who want to stand up to
radical Islamists, but they know they
go to the top of the death chart. But we
have got to have people in the execu-
tive branch understand this is evil, and
it is done in the name of Islam, and it
is radical, and it is what they believe is
jihad.

Yes, it is their religion. It is not the
religion of moderate Muslims, but to
them it is their religion. It is their reli-
gion. It is their politics. It is their
world view. And under their world
view, you don’t have freedom of expres-
sion. Ultimately, shari’a law will pre-
vail, and either they must wipe you out
and Kkill you as dogs, or some of the
more moderate of the radicals will
allow you to pay a tax, admit that you
are subservient to the Islamists, and
they may let you live in peace, unless
they feel that they are being led by
some religious fanatic to do otherwise.

Things around the world have gotten
worse for Christians and Jews because
we had an administration, as noble and
idealistic as it wanted to be—as won-
derful as it would be if you could just
say, “We want to be at peace and we
will turn the other cheek,” that is not
for a government to do, even a Chris-
tian-based government, as this one
started and was for most of this coun-
try’s existence.

For Christians, there is an obligation
to follow the beatitudes, the teachings
of Christ. But, Mr. Speaker, some get
confused and think that is the govern-
ment’s role, that if its people get
killed, well, if we just say, ‘‘Oh, that
was probably our fault; we deserved
it,” then it will stop. It does not. It
gets worse.

People need to begin to understand
what is going on in this world. There is
evil, and people are being killed and
tortured and women and young girls
raped and their lives stolen from them,
Christians and Jews being persecuted
in greater numbers than any time in
the world’s existence—not a greater
percentage but greater numbers.

I met with many Nigerians who have
been adversely affected by this radical
Islamist—yes, radical Islamist—group,
Boko Haram. And make no mistake, I
am not advocating for sending troops
into Nigeria. That would be a huge
mistake, in my opinion. But we can
help them. They need intelligence. We
might use a drone and drop a bomb.
That might help save many Christians
from the horrors they are experiencing.
We could work with the southern, with
part of the Nigerian Government, at
least, to help save those people.

I mentioned before, I asked—these
were all Christians. I asked did they at-
tack this girls’ school, because I know
they don’t believe girls should be edu-
cated. And they said no, they don’t be-
lieve girls should be educated, but they
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attacked the school because they knew
it was a Christian school.

And usually when they attack a
school, if there are boys, they kill the
boys, and then they take the girls and
sell them into sex slavery. And in the
case of these innocent children, these
girls, they took them captive. They
raped them repeatedly. They abused
them severely. They demanded that
they convert from Christianity to
Islam.

But I asked the Christian pastor—
and we were a couple of hours outside
of town, where I had to go without the
State Department or other people that
would not have wanted me to put my-
self in that situation, but getting out
to the remote location, secret location,
where these survivors were. I said to
the pastor: Where are the fathers? And
he said: That is another part of the
tragedy. They know that girls are
being raped, sexually abused, abused in
so many ways. They left their homes
and they went into the bush because
they are the fathers. They were sup-
posed to protect their children, and
they feel guilty, and they don’t believe
they deserve to be in a bed or a home
while their daughters are being abused
like they are.
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That is a real human tragedy.

Then we hear not of just some vio-
lent action in Paris, France—it was a
terrorist action, committed by radical
Islamic jihadists who are being taught,
so many of them, as tiny children
growing up, to hate the West, to hate
Western civilization, to hate America,
that it is a good thing to kill innocent
Americans, and that somehow, in their
weird religious belief—in this evil—
they benefit by killing and harming
what are really innocent people.

This is a story from CNS News, on
January 8, by Curtis Kalin:

In the wake of the terrorist attack on the
offices of French satirist paper Charlie
Hebdo, one Muslim cleric justified the mur-
ders under Islamic law.

Mr. Speaker, for those who don’t un-
derstand, when they say they are justi-
fying this under Islamic law, it means,
to them, it is their religion. Yes, it is
their religion:

USA Today published a column by avowed
“‘radical Muslim cleric’” Anjem Choudary.
The piece, titled ‘‘People know the con-
sequences,” asks why France would allow
the paper to mock Islam, and further excuses
the systematic murders as justified under Is-
lamic law.

Then it quotes him:

““Muslims consider the honor of the Proph-
et Muhammad to be dearer to them than
that of their parents or even themselves. To
defend it is considered to be an obligation
upon them. The strict punishment, if found
guilty of this crime under sharia law, is cap-
ital punishment implementable by an Is-
lamic State. This is because the Messenger
Muhammad said, ‘“Whoever insults a proph-
et, kill him.”

See, for those who don’t understand,
those are people who are saying, ‘“This
is our religion; it is our state; it is our
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lives,”” and until the people leading this
administration understand that, it is
going to get worse.

I do believe what is in the Bible: that
to whom much is given, of them much
will be required.

We have been put here in America in
such a place and time that if we stand
strong, we don’t have to send American
troops, who then end up being seen as
occupiers, but we can help. We can give
them intelligence, and we can give
them the ability as we did in Africa.
Within about 4 or 5 months, and with
fewer than 500 American special ops
people and intelligence, they defeated
the Taliban by February of 2002. Then
we became occupiers and added tens of
thousands of troops and ended up,
eventually, with over 100,000 in this ad-
ministration. Occupiers don’t do well
in that part of the world. If we tried to
be occupiers in Nigeria, we wouldn’t do
very well, but we can help with infor-
mation and if we get weapons in the
right hands.

I am not talking about sending weap-
ons to the Free Syrian Army, which is
working frequently with the Islamic
State. I am talking about putting them
in the hands of people who are our
friends. Send them directly to those we
can be sure are our friends in Nigeria.
Send them to Erbil, where I was 2 or 3
weeks ago, in northern Iraq with the
Kurds. They didn’t throw down their
weapons. They didn’t hand them over
to the Islamic State. They stood and
fought. They are still standing and
fighting. They helped clear an avenue
to free some people who were trapped
on a mountain while I was there.

My dear friend, DANA ROHRABACHER,
set the trip up. He and I have traveled
to so many places. My friend STEVE
KING was there, and GREGORY MEEKS
was there—a good man. We also were in
Kabul in Afghanistan. There is hope
there. We have got to be smart about
the way that we help, but it does not
help when we can’t even recognize the
enemy.

I warned about one of the Homeland
Security advisers—top advisers—for a
number of years. Finally, after all of
this time—back, I believe it was, in Au-
gust, he tweeted about the Islamic
State’s beheading and Kkilling people.
This adviser—top adviser—in the
Obama administration tweeted out,
Hey, the Islamic caliphate is inevi-
table, so just relax—words to that ef-
fect. Finally, that was enough. They
let him resign and not renew his term
again. Thank goodness.

I have been talking with people in Ni-
geria and emailing, and I have great
hopes for the girls I have met with,
these young girls, that they are going
to come out of it. They are still trau-
matized. The families are still trauma-
tized. The girls have not been released,
and it doesn’t appear that this admin-
istration has done anything to really
help. As I was communicating with Af-
rican friends in Nigeria, we got word of
this story, this one from NBC News:

More than 2,000 people are unaccounted for
after radical Islamist sect Boko Haram
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torched more than 10 towns and villages in
Nigeria, a local lawmaker told NBC News.
Ahmed Zanna, a senator for Borno state,
where the attack happened, said the mili-
tants razed the town of Baga as well as ‘10
to 20 other communities in the country’s
rural northeast over the past 5 days. ‘“These
towns are just gone, burned down. The whole
area is covered in bodies.”

Look, I know that there are people in
this administration, including our
President, who think you can win over
evil by just being nice to it—offering to
buy offices in Qatar, offering to release
the evil forces—murderers—from cap-
tivity, and that such wonderful, gal-
lant gestures will turn the tide. Indi-
viduals can, but governments are sup-
posed to protect the people. It is caus-
ing this weakness to grow, which al-
lows evil to grow around the world.
There is a vacuum being filled as we
have lost our leadership role around
the world, and it is being filled with
evil religious nastiness called ‘‘radical
Islam.”

As this administration continues to
act as if it is not a religion and as if we
can win them over with kindness, more
people die. Now they are saying maybe
2,000 Nigerians have died today. So I
couldn’t help but reflect back to my
senior citizen friend in Togo and his
words, his imploring: ‘‘Stop getting
weaker. When America gets weaker, we
suffer.”

How much suffering is this adminis-
tration going to allow before it wakes
up to the reality of what radical Islam
is?

Until such time, this Congress needs
to stand up and say we are not going to
keep supplying weapons to radical
Islamists who are working with the Is-
lamic State in Syria. We will help our
friends, like the Kurds. We are not
going to Kkeep supplying weapons to
people who may have them end up with
the Taliban. We are going to help our
friends like we did with the Northern
Alliance in Afghanistan. It is time to
wake up to the reality of evil that this
radical Islam is because, until this ad-
ministration does, it is going to get
worse.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

OMISSION FROM THE CONGRES-
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I do hope that if this bill moves for-
ward, we will continue our bipartisan
efforts and work with the Senate to
perfect this bill. Nevertheless, I under-
stand the need to reauthorize this im-
portant program that can help mini-
mize the number of Americans who are
harmed or killed by windstorm disas-
ters and reduce the costs associated
with disaster recovery.

I support H.R. 23 and urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
support the bill.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
have no other Members who wish to be
heard on this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. O’ROURKE (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and the balance of
the week on account of official busi-
ness in district.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 40 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, January 9, 2015, at 9
a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

6. A letter from the Director, Regulations
Policy and Management Staff, Food and
Drug Administration, Department of Health
and Human Services, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Medical Device Clas-
sification Procedures; Reclassification Peti-
tion: Content and Form; Technical Amend-
ment [Docket No.: FDA-2013-N-1529] received
January 5, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

7. A letter from the Chief, Publications and
Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, transmitting the Service’s final rule —
Filing of Form 5472 [TD 9707] (RIN: 1545-
BMO08) received January 5, 2015, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself,
Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. SALMON, Mr.
CHABOT, and Mr. POE of Texas):

H.R. 204. A bill to continue restrictions
against and prohibit diplomatic recognition
of the Government of North Korea, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. BURGESS:

H.R. 205. A bill to prohibit the Secretary of
Homeland Security from granting a work au-
thorization to an alien found to have been
unlawfully present in the United States; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. COLLINS of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr. SALMON,
and Mr. PERRY):

H.R. 206. A bill to prohibit the use of funds
to carry out memoranda issued by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Presi-
dent, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to
the Committee on Homeland Security, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:

H.R. 207. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to provide for improvements to
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small business development centers; to the
Committee on Small Business.
By Ms. VELAZQUEZ (for herself, Mr.
NADLER, Mr. RANGEL, Ms. MENG, and
Mr. CROWLEY):

H.R. 208. A bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration
to establish a program to make loans to cer-
tain businesses, homeowners, and renters af-
fected by Superstorm Sandy; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business.

By Mr. DOGGETT (for himself, Mr.
MCGOVERN, and Mr. MARINO):

H.R. 209. A bill to permanently allow an
exclusion under the Supplemental Security
Income program and the Medicaid program
for compensation provided to individuals
who participate in clinical trials for rare dis-
eases or conditions; to the Committee on
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. MEADOWS (for himself, Mrs.
BROOKS of Indiana, Mr. RODNEY DAVIS
of Illinois, Mr. DUNCAN of South
Carolina, Mrs. ELLMERS, Mr. HANNA,
Mr. JONES, Mr. MURPHY of Florida,
Mr. RIBBLE, Mr. ROKITA, Mr. ROSKAM,
and Mr. TURNER):

H.R. 210. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt student workers
for purposes of determining a higher edu-
cation institution’s employer health care
shared responsibility; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. CALVERT:

H.R. 211. A bill to amend the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 to authorize
assignment to States of Federal agency envi-
ronmental review responsibilities, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mr. LATTA (for himself, Mrs. MIL-
LER of Michigan, Mr. QUIGLEY, and
Ms. KAPTUR):

H.R. 212. A bill to amend the Safe Drinking
Water Act to provide for the assessment and
management of the risk of cyanotoxins in
drinking water, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. CHAFFETZ (for himself, Mr.
LABRADOR, and Ms. LOFGREN):

H.R. 213. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to eliminate the per-
country numerical limitation for employ-
ment-based immigrants, to increase the per-
country numerical limitation for family-
sponsored immigrants, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself,
Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. DEFAZIO, Mr. PAS-
CRELL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. NADLER,
Mr. MURPHY of Florida, Mr. SHER-
MAN, Mr. GRAYSON, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr.
CARTWRIGHT, Ms. LEE, and Mr. CON-
NOLLY):

H.R. 214. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to clarify that tar sands
are crude oil for purposes of the Federal ex-
cise tax on petroleum; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Ms. BROWN of Florida:

H.R. 215. A bill to amend the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985 to clarify the treatment of adminis-
trative expenses of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs during sequestration; to the
Committee on the Budget.

By Ms. BROWN of Florida (for herself
and Mr. MILLER of Florida):
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