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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. NEWHOUSE).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 3, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAN
NEWHOUSE to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, You are compassionate
and merciful. We give You thanks for
giving us another day.

This morning, the House welcomes
the Prime Minister of Israel. May he
find a welcome here, and may the part-
nership of our two countries continue
into a future of mutual respect and se-
curity among the community of na-
tions.

There are many issues which press
upon our Nation now, and more lie
upon the legislative horizon. Pour
forth an abundance of wisdom, knowl-
edge, and understanding upon the
Members of Congress and upon Your
people so that, together, solutions for
the betterment of our Nation might be
forged.

Bless us this day and every day. May
all that is done be for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
object to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Arizona (Ms.
McSALLY) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. MCSALLY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 3, 2015.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of

the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 3, 2015 at 9:32 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 431.

Appointments:

Election Assistance Board of Advisors.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces that when the two
Houses meet in joint meeting to hear
an address by His Excellency Binyamin
Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel,
only the doors immediately opposite
the Speaker and those immediately to
his left and right will be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege
of the floor must be strictly enforced.
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will
not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, February 26, 2015, the House
stands in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

Accordingly, (at 10 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.
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JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY
BINYAMIN NETANYAHU, PRIME
MINISTER OF ISRAEL

During the recess, the House was
called to order by the Speaker at 10
o’clock and 48 minutes a.m.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms, Ms. Kathleen Joyce, announced
the President pro tempore and Mem-
bers of the U.S. Senate, who entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives, the President pro tempore taking
the chair at the left of the Speaker,
and the Members of the Senate the
seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The joint meeting
will come to order.

The Chair appoints as members of
the committee on the part of the House
to escort His Excellency Binyamin
Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel,
into the Chamber:

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCARTHY);

The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
SCALISE);

The gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS);

The gentleman from Oregon (Mr.

WALDEN);

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
MESSER);

The gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms.
JENKINS);

The gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. FOXX);

The gentleman from California
ROYCE);

(Mr.

The gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN);
The gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.

GRANGER);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
ZELDIN);

The gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DoLD);

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
CROWLEY);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
ISRAEL);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL);

The gentlewoman from New York
(Mrs. LOWEY);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
NADLER);

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS);

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
DEUTCH);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
SHERMAN);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. HAHN); and

The gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
PoLIs).

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
President of the Senate, at the direc-
tion of that body, appoints the fol-
lowing Senators as members of the
committee on the part of the Senate to
escort  His Excellency Binyamin
Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel,
into the House Chamber:

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN);
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The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.

THUNE);

The Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO0);

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER);

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
CORKER);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN);

T)he Senator from New York (Mr.
SCHUMER);

The Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ); and

The Senator from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN.)

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Acting Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps, His Excellency
Hersey Kyota, the Ambassador of the
Republic of Palau.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him.

At 11 o’clock and 6 minutes a.m., the
Sergeant at Arms, Paul D. Irving, an-
nounced His Excellency Binyamin
Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel.

The Prime Minister of Israel, es-
corted by the committee of Senators
and Representatives, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives and
stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The SPEAKER. Members of Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you His
Excellency Binyamin Netanyahu,
Prime Minister of Israel.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

Prime Minister NETANYAHU. Thank
you, Speaker of the House JOHN BOEH-
NER, President Pro Tem Senator ORRIN
HATCH, Senate Majority Leader MITCH
McCONNELL, House Minority Leader
NANCY PELOSI, and House Majority
Leader KEVIN MCCARTHY.

I also want to acknowledge Senator
and Democratic Leader, HARRY REID.
HARRY, it is good to see you back on
your feet. I guess it is true what they
say, you can’t keep a good man down.

My friends, I am deeply humbled by
the opportunity to speak for a third
time before the most important legis-
lative body in the world, the U.S. Con-
gress. I want to thank you all for being
here today.

I know that my speech has been the
subject of much controversy. I deeply
regret that some perceive my being
here as political. That was never my
intention.

I want to thank you, Democrats and
Republicans, for your common support
for Israel year after year, decade after
decade. I know that no matter on
which side of the aisle you sit, you
stand with Israel.

The remarkable alliance between
Israel and the United States has al-
ways been above politics. It must al-
ways remain above politics because
America and Israel, we share a com-
mon destiny, the destiny of promised
lands that cherish freedom and offer
hope.

Israel is grateful for the support of
America’s people and of America’s
Presidents, from Harry Truman to
Barack Obama.
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We appreciate all that President
Obama has done for Israel. Now, some
of that is widely known, like strength-
ening security cooperation and intel-
ligence sharing, opposing anti-Israel
resolutions at the U.N.

Some of what the President has done
for Israel is less well known. I called
him in 2010 when we had the Carmel
forest fire, and he immediately agreed
to respond to my request for urgent
aid.

In 2011, we had our Embassy in Cairo
under siege, and again, he provided
vital assistance at the crucial moment.
Or his support for more missile inter-
ceptors during our operation last sum-
mer when we took on Hamas terrorists.
In each of those moments, I called the
President and he was there.

Some of what the President has done
for Israel might never be known be-
cause it touches on some of the most
sensitive and strategic issues that arise
between an American President and an
Israeli Prime Minister. But I know it,
and I will always be grateful to Presi-
dent Obama for that support.

And Israel is grateful to you, the
American Congress, for your support,
for supporting us in so many ways, es-
pecially in generous military assist-
ance and missile defense, including
Iron Dome.

Last summer, millions of Israelis
were protected from thousands of
Hamas rockets because this Capitol
Dome helped build our Iron Dome.
Thank you, America. Thank you for
everything you have done for Israel.

My friends, I have come here today
because, as Prime Minister of Israel, I
feel a profound obligation to speak to
you about an issue that could well
threaten the survival of my country
and the future of my people, Iran’s
quest for nuclear weapons.

We are an ancient people. In our
nearly 4,000 years of history, many
have tried repeatedly to destroy the
Jewish people.

Tomorrow night, on the Jewish holi-
day of Purim, we will read the book of
Esther. We will read of a powerful Per-
sian viceroy named Haman, who plot-
ted to destroy the Jewish people some
2,500 years ago.

But a courageous Jewish woman,
Queen Esther, exposed the plot and
gained for the Jewish people the right
to defend themselves against their en-
emies. The plot was foiled. Our people
were saved.

Today, the Jewish people face an-
other attempt by yet another Persian
potentate to destroy us. Iran’s Su-
preme Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei,
spews the oldest hatred, the oldest ha-
tred of anti-Semitism with the newest
technology.

He tweets that Israel must be annihi-
lated. He tweets. In Iran there isn’t ex-
actly free Internet, but he tweets in
English that Israel must be destroyed.

For those who believe that Iran
threatens the Jewish state but not the
Jewish people, listen to Hassan
Nasrallah, the Ileader of Hezbollah,
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March 25, 2015 Congressional Record
Correction To Page H1528
March 3, 2015, on page H1528, the following appeared: (Applause, the Members rising.) Prime Minister NETANYAHU. Thank

The online version should be corrected to read: (Applause, the Members rising.) The SPEAKER. Members of Congress, I have the high privilege and the distinct honor of presenting to you His Excellency Binyamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel. (Applause, the Members rising.) Prime Minister NETANYAHU. Thank
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