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marginalized and neglected. By 1900,
the activities of the Mosaic Templars
had broadened to include an insurance
company, a publishing company, a
nursing school, a building and loan as-
sociation, a business college, and even
a hospital.

What started as a small enterprise to
provide services to former slaves seek-
ing a better life evolved into a thriving
business. At its height in the 1920s, the
positive influence of the Mosaic Tem-
plars was felt by its more than 80,000
members belonging to chapters in 26
States and six foreign countries. While
this noble institution fell on hard
times during the Great Depression, its
impact continued.

A pillar in the Little Rock commu-
nity, Mr. Bush rose to heightened lev-
els of prominence when he was ap-
pointed as the Receiver of Public Mon-
eys by President William McKinley.
His success in this role and deep-seated
sense of integrity brought him to the
attention of Booker T. Washington and
facilitated his reappointment four
times by President Theodore Roosevelt
and President Taft.

That relationship with Dr. Wash-
ington became one of trusted con-
fidence and close friendship. Mr. Bush
was invited to give the commencement
address at Tuskegee, and Washington,
in turn, was the dedication speaker of
the Mosaic Templars’ new building in
1913.

Mr. Bush passed away at the age of 60
in 1916.

Today, Mr. Bush’s descendants re-
main pillars of our civic community in
Little Rock, and his legacy lives on at
the Mosaic Templars Cultural Center,
which is an outstanding educational re-
source for our rich African American
traditions in Arkansas.

As we celebrate Black History
Month, we remember John Bush’s leg-
acy that continues to inspire and that
remains a major and important part of
Arkansas history.

——
DHS SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) for 56 minutes.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, in less
than 2 days, House Republicans are
prepared to shut down the Department
of Homeland Security, threatening the
safety of the American people.

At home, there is a noted and beloved
philosopher by the name of Yogi Berra,
who once said, “It’s like déja vu all
over again.”

And once more, House Republicans
are taking the American people on an-
other reckless, unnecessary, irrespon-
sible legislative joy ride, guaranteed to
crash and burn. You did it first in Octo-
ber of 2013 by shutting down the gov-
ernment for 16 days, crashing and burn-
ing parts of the American economy,
costing us $24 billion in lost economic
productivity. Now you are prepared to
crash and burn the safety and the secu-
rity of the American people.
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Why would you contemplate, Mr.
Speaker, such a reckless action, par-
ticularly at a time when there are ter-
rorists all across the world who want
to kill Americans, including, as re-
cently uncovered, three terrorists at
home in New York determined, appar-
ently, to bomb parts of the Coney Is-
land district I represent? Why would
you contemplate shutting down the De-
partment of Homeland Security at this
moment—or at any moment—simply to
satisfy the rightwing thirst of the anti-
immigration faction of your party?

Let me pause there parenthetically
for a moment.

Because they seem to have concluded
that this President exceeded his au-
thority when he issued an executive ac-
tion providing immigration relief, not-
withstanding the fact that every Presi-
dent since Dwight Eisenhower has
taken executive action to provide some
form of immigration relief. It has oc-
curred 39 times since the 1950s. Presi-
dent Eisenhower did it. President
Nixon did it. President Ford did it.
President Reagan did it. President
George Herbert Walker Bush did it.
President George W. Bush did it. But
when President Obama issues an execu-
tive action to provide immigration re-
lief to fit these times, all of a sudden,
we have got a constitutional crisis.

Now, perhaps reasonable people can
disagree with the lawfulness of his
order, but the reasonable approach
would be to allow the courts to work it
out, not shutting down the Department
of Homeland Security.

Many of my friends on the other side
of the aisle are so-called strict con-
structionists. What would the constitu-
tion have us do? Well, we have got an
article I legislative branch, an article
IT executive branch, and an article IIT
judicial branch. The Founders have in-
dicated, I believe, that they would have
us work out constitutional differences
through the court system, not by shut-
ting down the Department of Homeland
Security—causing 30,000 employees to
have to go home and another 210,000
employees to have to come to work
without pay, stressed, suffering from
anxiety, uncertain as to how to pay
their bills, pay their mortgage, pay
their rent, pay their medical expenses.
Do we want to subject our Homeland
Security employees to that type of
anxiety when terrorists only have to be
right once and we have to be right 100
percent of the time?

Then I was troubled, Mr. Speaker, to
learn that, apparently, you haven’t
spoken to MITCH MCCONNELL in several
weeks. The people back home in the
district that I represent and Americans
all across the country are shaking
their heads. I know you don’t like talk-
ing to NANCY PELOSI. I know you didn’t
like talking to HARRY REID. You don’t
like talking to the President of the
United States. But you can’t have a
conversation with Senate Republican
Majority Leader MITCH MCCONNELL? It
is not a long commute from this side of
the Capitol to the other side of the
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Capitol. In fact, Mr. Speaker, you can
take the train. Is it not reasonable
that you have a conversation to try to
work this out?

The American people want us to
focus on bigger paychecks, better jobs,
retirement security, higher education
affordability, strengthening the middle
class; instead, you are throwing a legis-
lative temper tantrum, jeopardizing
the safety and security of the Amer-
ican people? Shame on you. Let’s get
back to doing America’s business.

———

THE KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE AND
COAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, with his veto of the Keystone
XL pipeline, the President has again
decided to stand with radical environ-
mentalists at the expense of the Amer-
ican people. Republicans and Demo-
crats came together in both Houses of
Congress to pass this commonsense
bill, yet the President has seen fit to
deny the American people the new jobs
it would create.

The President has a demonstrated
record of picking favorites in the en-
ergy industry. We all remember how
the President steered billions in tax-
payer dollars to Solyndra, only to see
the flawed solar company collapse.

In 2014 alone, the Department of En-
ergy directed over $1.9 billion in tax-
payer dollars to investments in alter-
native energy. At the same time, the
President has waged war on West Vir-
ginia energy jobs. This year, the ad-
ministration is expected to ratchet up
that war with new ozone standards and
a new stream buffer zone rule. These
overreaching regulations are inten-
tionally designed to kill coal, with dev-
astating outcomes for West Virginia
and our entire Nation.

Coal supplies over 90 percent of en-
ergy consumed in West Virginia. An es-
calation of the President’s war on coal
would cause families in West Virginia
to see huge increases in their home en-
ergy prices. The escalation would also
have a terrible impact on jobs in our
State. The American Mining Associa-
tion has projected that the new stream
buffer zone regulation would destroy as
many as 85,000 jobs in the Appalachian
region.

The administration has also held up
permitting for natural gas exports and
proposed damaging regulations on the
exploration of new natural gas depos-
its. The Keystone veto further con-
firms the President’s commitment to
continuing his obstructionist agenda.

With so much at stake for West Vir-
ginia families, we must strengthen our
resolve like never before to fight for an
energy policy which allows the free
market and consumers to choose, not
government to discriminate.
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NATIONAL PAN-HELLENIC
COUNCIL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
as we recognize the achievements of
many African Americans this Black
History Month, I want to acknowledge
the Divine Nine, historically black fra-
ternities and sororities of the National
Pan-Hellenic Council, and the role of
their members in shaping our Nation.

Divine Nine organizations consist of:

Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, founded
in 1906 at Cornell University, whose
brotherhood includes: the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.; my colleagues
Congressmen EMANUEL CLEAVER,
DANNY DAvVIs, CHAKA FATTAH, AL
GREEN, GREGORY MEEKS, CHARLES RAN-
GEL, DAVID ScoTT, and BOBBY SCOTT;
legendary Olympic Gold Medalist Jesse
Owens; National Urban League Presi-
dent Marc Morial; and legal pioneers
Charles Hamilton Houston and
Thurgood Marshall; and they are led by
Grand President Mark S. Tillman.

Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity, founded
in 1911 at Indiana University, includes:
civil rights 1leader Reverend Ralph
Abernathy; my colleagues Congress-
men SANFORD BISHOP, WILLIAM LACY
CLAY, dean of the House JOHN CONYERS,
ALCEE HASTINGS, BENNIE THOMPSON,
and HAKEEM JEFFRIES; General Daniel
“Chappy’”’ James, the first African
American four-star general; attorney
Johnnie Cochran; Dr. Bernard Harris,
Jr., the first Black astronaut; Hall of
Fame Chicago Bear running back Gale
Sayers; and a special shout-out to a
proud Kappa, Brace Clement of Seattle,
Washington. They are led by Grand
Polemarch William ‘‘Randy’’ Bates.

Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, founded
in 1908 at Howard University, is a sis-
terhood which proudly boasts of Con-
gresswomen SHEILA JACKSON LEE,
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, TERRI SE-
WELL, FREDERICA WILSON, ALMA ADAMS,
and BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN; astro-
naut Mae Jemison; the late Maya
Angelou; the late civil rights leaders
Rosa Parks and Coretta Scott King;
and their honorable president, Dorothy
Buckhanan Wilson.
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Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, founded in
1911 at Howard University, men who in-
clude in their ranks Assistant House
Democratic Leader JAMES CLYBURN of
South Carolina, Congressmen HANK
JOHNSON, and Kendrick Meek; NASA
Administrator Charles Bolden; Hall of
Fame Chicago Bulls star Michael Jor-
dan; and Dr. Charles Drew, whose med-
ical research in the field of blood trans-
fusions led to the founding of the Blood
Bank. They are led by the Honorable
Grand Basileus Antonio F. Knox.

Delta Sigma Theta, founded in 1913
at Howard University, who count as
sisters our next Attorney General, Lo-
retta Lynch; Congresswomen MARCIA
FUDGE, YVETTE CLARKE, JOYCE BEATTY,
and BRENDA LAWRENCE; the first Afri-
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can American woman elected to Con-
gress, Shirley Chisolm, one of my
sheroes; former Secretary of Labor
Alexis Herman; and their Honorable
President Paulette C. Walker. Another
special shout-out to my bonus daugh-
ter, Michelle Mills, and my mentee,
Miki Grace.

Phi Beta Sigma, founded in 1914 at
Howard University, the fraternity of
my husband, Dr. Nathaniel Horn; civil
rights pioneer and leader of the first
Black labor union, the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters, A. Philip Ran-
dolph; civil rights icon Congressman
JOHN LEWIS; Dr. George Washington
Carver; James Weldon Johnson, au-
thor, politician, and songwriter, whose
works include ¢“Lift BEvery Voice and
Sing,”” the Black mnational anthem;
Alain LeRoy Locke, the first Black
Rhodes Scholar; and former President
of the United States, William Jefferson
Clinton. They are led by President Jon-
athan A. Mason.

Zeta Phi Beta, founded in 1920 at
Howard University, a sisterhood that

counts Congresswoman DONNA
EDWARDS; the late Congresswoman
Julia Carson; author Zora Neale

Hurston; Lillian Fishburne, the first
African American to hold the rank of
Rear Admiral in the U.S. Navy; and
their honorable president, Mary Breaux
Wright.

Sigma Gamma Rho, my sorority,
Congresswoman CORRINE BROWN of
Florida, the late Lindy Boggs of Lou-
isiana; Eugenia Charles, first female
Prime Minister of Dominica—she was
the first woman elected head of govern-
ment in the Americas; the first African
American winner of the Academy
Awards, Hattie McDaniel; broadcast
trailblazer founder of Radio One, Cathy
Hughes; and our esteemed Grand
Basileus Bonita Herring.

Last, but certainly not least, Iota
Phi Theta, whose brotherhood includes
Congressman BOBBY RUSH; Billy
Ocasio, former alderman to Chicago’s
26th Ward and adviser to former Gov-
ernor Pat Quinn; and Elvin Hayes, NBA
player and NBA Hall of Fame Inductee.

The brothers and sisters of the Di-
vine Nine have saved countless lives,
advanced civil rights, and left a lasting
legacy across our Nation. I thank the
Divine Nine brothers and sisters for
their groundbreaking contributions
and for their commitment to molding
future leaders, improving education,
and the advancement of civil rights.

PRESERVING THE AMERICAN
REPUBLIC

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CULBERSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve this debate over the funding for
the Department of Homeland Security
represents a pivotal moment in the his-
tory of the United States because it
will, I think, determine whether or not
we will continue to be a nation of laws
and whether or not we will preserve the
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American Republic left to us by our
Founders.

I always remember that as Benjamin
Franklin left the Constitutional Con-
vention, a woman asked him: What
kind of government have you given us,
Dr. Franklin? And he said: A republic—
if you can keep it. My hero and men-
tor, Thomas Jefferson, always said
that a government was republican only
in proportion to the extent that it em-
bodied the will of the people.

This past November, the people of
the United States decisively and over-
whelmingly rejected the policies of
Barack Obama and the Democrat
Party. President Obama said: I am not
on the ballot, but my policies are. And
the country spoke decisively and with
one voice from coast to coast and said:

We are done. We want our elected of-
ficials to enforce the law. We want our
borders secure. We want to ensure that
America maintains its supremacy
around the world. We want our Amer-
ican economy to continue to grow. We
want the government out of our lives,
out of our way, out of our pocket, and
off our backs.

We have done this in Texas so suc-
cessfully over the years. Because of the
strength and the diversity of our econ-
omy in Texas, the economy in Texas
has continued to grow, and the people
of Texas have elected a Republican
Governor, a Republican Lieutenant
Governor, a Republican senate, and a
Republican house, and they embody
the will of the people of Texas.

The minority party in Texas, the
Democrats in the senate, continued to
block the will of the people of Texas,
and the new Lieutenant Governor, Dan
Patrick, changed the rules because the
people of Texas insisted they wanted to
see a government that reflected their
will, that would enforce the law, secure
the border, and preserve peace and
prosperity because we all understand
that without law enforcement you
can’t have good schools, safe streets,
and a strong economy. This is just
common sense.

The people who live along the Rio
Grande River understand better than
anybody in Texas that if you don’t
have a secure border and if you don’t
enforce the law, then the streets aren’t
safe, you can’t have good schools, and
you can’t have a strong economy. La-
redo is the largest inland port in the
United States. They depend more than
anyone else on a secure border, safe
streets, and good schools.

So the people of Texas decisively re-
jected the policies of Barack Obama
and the Democratic Party, yet the
Democrat minority in the senate con-
tinued to block the will of the people
so our Lieutenant Governor changed
the rules.

Mr. Speaker, I would call on Leader
MCcCONNELL to reflect the will of the
people of America and change the rules
of the United States Senate just as we
did in Texas. The people of America
have spoken decisively. They rejected
the policies of Barack Obama and the
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