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on a joint resolution—not a treaty— 
Texas became a State in the United 
States by one vote when, apparently, a 
Louisiana Senator changed his mind 
and voted to annex Texas and make it 
the next State in the United States. 

That took place in 1845. Ever since 
then, Texas gave up its sovereignty as 
a republic and became a State. Some 
say that we still act like we are a for-
eign country, a sovereign country. 

Under Texas law that allowed it to 
become a part of the U.S., the Texas 
flag always is supposed to fly level 
with the American flag, since we were 
a republic. Texas can divide into five 
states. I don’t ever see that happening, 
but Texans can make that decision and 
split the State up to make it five dif-
ferent states. 

We have a unique history, as all of 
America has a unique history, and it 
goes back to the fact that Texans did 
not want to live under a dictatorship 
no matter who it was. 

That is why people of all races were 
at the Alamo. All races fought for 
Texas independence, for freedom, and 
for liberty—very similar to the actions 
that took place with the Thirteen Colo-
nies in how they were being oppressed 
by Great Britain. 

Nobody ever thought they could whip 
Great Britain—the most powerful em-
pire that had ever existed at the time— 
and very few people thought that Texas 
could defeat Mexico. After all, Santa 
Anna had defeated all of these other 
parts of Mexico that were in rebellion. 
He had not lost any battles when he 
came and invaded Texas. 

People were surprised that Texas 
could defeat them, but it did because 
some things are worth fighting for and 
giving their lives for. That is why 
those 187 individuals from all walks of 
life, from different parts of the world— 
Brown, Black, and White—stood to-
gether as volunteers to defend the 
Alamo and help freedom ring in a part 
of the world that we call Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, I think you are prob-
ably old enough to have heard of Marty 
Robbins. Maybe you haven’t. Marty 
Robbins, years ago, the singer, wrote a 
ballad in honor of the people who 
stayed and defied tyranny and gave 
their lives fighting for freedom, for 
Texas. 

It goes like this: 
In the southern part of Texas in the town of 

San Antone, 
There’s a fortress all in ruin, and the weeds 

have overgrown. 
You may look in vain for crosses, and you’ll 

never see a one, but sometime between 
the setting and the rising of the Sun, 

You can hear a ghostly bugle as men go 
marching by; 

You can hear them as they answer to that 
roll call in the sky: 

Colonel Travis, Davy Crockett, and 180 more; 
Captain Dickinson, Jim Bowie stand present 

and accounted for. 
Back in 1836, Sam Houston said to Travis, 

‘‘Get some volunteers, and go and for-
tify the Alamo.’’ 

Well, the men came from Texas and from old 
Tennessee and a lot of other places. 

They joined up with Travis just to fight for 
the right to be free. 

Indian scouts with squirrel guns and men 
with muzzle loaders, 

Stood together, heel and toe, to defend the 
Alamo. 

‘‘You may never see your loved ones,’’ Travis 
told them that day. 

‘‘Those who want to can leave now. Those 
who fight to the death, let ’em stay.’’ 

So, in the sand, he drew a line with his army 
sabre; 

Out of 185, not a soldier crossed the line. 
With his banners a-dancin’ in the dawn’s 

golden light, 
Santa Anna came prancin’ on a horse that 

was black as the night. 
He sent an officer to tell Travis to surrender. 
Travis answered with a shell and a rousin’ 

yell. 
Santa Anna said, ‘‘I will show them no quar-

ter. Everyone will be put to our 
sword.’’ 

185 holding back 5,000. 
5 days, 6 days, 8 days, 10 days, Travis kept 

holding again and again. 
Then Travis sent for replacements for his 

wounded and lame, 
But the troops that were comin’ never came, 

never came. 
So twice Santa Anna charged and then blew 

recall, 
But on that fatal third time, Santa Anna 

breached the wall, and he killed them 
one and all. 

Now the bugles are silent, and there is rust 
on each sword, 

And the small band of soldiers lies asleep in 
the arms of the Lord. 

In the southern part of Texas, near the town 
of San Antone, 

Like a statue on his pinto rides a cowboy all 
alone. 

He sees the cattle grazin’ where a century 
before, 

Santa Anna’s guns were blazin’ and the can-
nons used to roar. 

His eyes turn a little misty, and his heart be-
gins to glow, 

And he takes his hat off slowly to those men 
of the Alamo, 

To the 13 days of glory at the siege of the 
Alamo. 

And that is just the way it is. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
f 

AUTUMN GADOUA 

(Mr. YOUNG of Iowa asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak about a very spe-
cial seventh-grader from Hamburg, 
Iowa, in Fremont County, located in 
the Third Congressional District, 
which I represent. 

Autumn Gadoua is the statewide win-
ner in the Iowa League of Cities’ Fifth 
Annual ‘‘If I Were Mayor’’ contest. 
This annual essay contest allows stu-
dents to form and express ideas regard-
ing citizenship and leadership. Autumn 
and the other district winners are 
being recognized at a ceremony at the 
Iowa State Capitol building in Des 
Moines. 

In her essay, Autumn wrote that, if 
she were mayor of her hometown, she 
would pursue policies that would pre-
serve the town’s history and the histor-
ical brick buildings for current and 
new businesses. She notes that this 
policy would connect the past to the 

present and would promote growth for 
the future. 

Mayor Gadoua would also work for 
opportunities to help businesses thrive, 
bring new businesses and families to 
the town, promote green solutions, re-
cycling, and support police officers and 
firefighters to keep them and the citi-
zens of the community safe. 

Autumn concluded her essay by say-
ing: 

I would visit the school in my community 
to teach children the responsibilities of a 
mayor and give examples of good citizenship. 
To help children grow and learn, I would es-
tablish an afterschool youth club. Being 
mayor is a big responsibility but one that is 
rewarding and important to me. 

I applaud and congratulate Autumn 
for her award-winning essay and for 
proving that the next generation of 
leaders in Iowa and this Nation is al-
ready preparing for its time of service. 

I am proud to represent Autumn and 
her family and her teachers and fellow 
students in the United States Congress. 
I know that my colleagues join me in 
congratulating Autumn Gadoua and in 
wishing her continued success in the 
future. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois (at the 
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. HINOJOSA (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today to March 6. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 41 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, February 25, 2015, at 10 
a.m. for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

515. A letter from the Under Secretary, Ac-
quisition, Technology and Logistics, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s report to Congress on Fiscal Year 2016 
Staff Years of Technical Effort and Esti-
mated Funding for Department of Defense 
Federally Funded Research and Development 
Centers, pursuant to Public Law 113-235, Div. 
C section 8024(e); to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

516. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Communications and Information, De-
partment of Commerce, transmitting a re-
port on the Transition of the Stewardship of 
the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority 
(IANA) Functions through January 31, 2015, 
pursuant to Public Law 113-235; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

517. A letter from the Director, Regulatory 
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s 
Direct final rule — Approval and Promulga-
tion of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Il-
linois; VOM Definition [EPA-R05-OAR-2014- 
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0504; FRL-9921-44-Region 5] received Feb-
ruary 18, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

518. A letter from the Director, Regulatory 
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s 
final rule — Approval and Promulgation of 
Implementation Plans; Attainment Redesig-
nation for Missouri Portion of the St. Louis 
MO-IL Area; 1997 8-Hour Ozone Standard and 
Associated Maintenance Plan [EPA-R07- 
OAR-2014-0900; FRL-9923-14-Region 7] re-
ceived February 18, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

519. A letter from the Director, Regulatory 
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s 
Direct final rule — Approval and Promulga-
tion of Implementation Plans; Texas; Emis-
sions Inventories for the Dallas-Fort Worth 
and Houston-Galveston-Brazoria Ozone Non-
attainment Areas [EPA-R06-OAR-2014-0554; 
FRL-9923-19-Region 6] received February 18, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

520. A letter from the Director, Regulatory 
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s 
Direct final rule — Approval and Promulga-
tion of Implementation Plans; Texas; Revi-
sion to Control of Air Pollution from Vola-
tile Organic Compounds; Alternative Leak 
Detection and Repair Work Practice [EPA- 
R06-OAR-2010-0611; FRL-9923-24-Region 6] re-
ceived February 18, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

521. A letter from the Director, Regulatory 
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s 
final rule — Bacillus subtilis strain IAB/ 
BS03; Exemption from the Requirement of a 
Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2013-0574; FRL-9920- 
62] received February 18, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

522. A letter from the Director, Regulatory 
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s 
final rule — Dimethenamid; Pesticide Toler-
ances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2013-0670; FRL-9922-08] 
received February 18, 2015, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

523. A letter from the Director, Regulatory 
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s 
final rule — Fomesafen; Pesticide Tolerance 
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2012-0589; FRL-9922-82] re-
ceived February 18, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

524. A letter from the Director, Regulatory 
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s 
Direct final rule — New Source Performance 
Standards and National Emission Standards 
for Hazardous Air Pollutants; Delegation of 
Authority to Albuquerque-Bernalillo County 
Air Quality Control Board [EPA-R06-OAR- 
2007-1205; FRL-9923-05-Region 6] received Feb-
ruary 18, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

525. A letter from the Director, Regulatory 
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s 
final rule — Revisions to the Air Emissions 
Reporting Requirements: Revisions to Lead 
(Pb) Reporting Threshold and Clarifications 
to Technical Reporting Details [EPA-HQ- 
OAR-2004-0489; FRL-9922-27-OAR] (RIN: 2060- 
AR29) received February 18, 2015, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

526. A letter from the Director, Regulatory 
Management Division, Environmental Pro-

tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s 
final rule — Temporary Exemption from the 
Requirement of a Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP- 
2014-0457; FRL-9922-53] received February 18, 
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

527. A letter from the Federal Register Li-
aison Officer, Census Bureau, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Foreign Trade Regulations 
(FTR): Clarification on Uses of Electronic 
Export Information [Docket No.: 140626542- 
4999-02] (RIN: 0607-AA52) received February 
18, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

528. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting a report concerning 
international agreements other than trea-
ties, entered into by the United States, to be 
transmitted to the Congress within the 
sixty-day period specified in the Case-Za-
blocki Act, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

529. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re-
quired by section 401(c) of the National 
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), section 
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and sec-
tion 505(c) of the International Security and 
Development Cooperation Act of 1985, 22 
U.S.C. 2349aa-9(c), and pursuant to Executive 
Order 13313 of July 31, 2003, a six-month peri-
odic report on the national emergency with 
respect to Iran that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

530. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting notifica-
tion that the national emergency with re-
spect to Libya, that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 13566 of February 25, 2011, is to 
continue in effect beyond February 25, 2015, 
pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1622(d); (H. Doc. No. 
114—11); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed. 

531. A letter from the Assistant Director, 
Senior Executive Management Office, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting two re-
ports pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Re-
form Act of 1998; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform. 

532. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
— Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Inseason Adjustment to the 2015 
Gulf of Alaska Pollock and Pacific Cod Total 
Allowable Catch Amounts [Docket No.: 
130925836-4174-02] (RIN: 0648-XD688) received 
February 20, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

533. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
Southeast Region, National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, transmitting the 
Administration’s final rule — Framework 
Action To Modify the Commercial Annual 
Catch Limit/Annual Catch Target Regula-
tions for Three Individual Fishing Quota 
Species Complexes [Docket No.: 140828724- 
4992-02] (RIN: 0648-BE23) received February 
20, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

534. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s temporary rule 
— Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Summer Flounder Fishery; Quota 
Transfer [Docket No.: 121009528-2729-02] (RIN: 
0648-XD656) received February 20, 2015, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

535. A letter from the Deputy Assistant Ad-
ministrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, High-
ly Migratory Species, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, transmitting 
the Administration’s final rule — Atlantic 
Highly Migratory Species; Transshipment, 
Port Inspection, and Vessel Identification 
[Docket No.: 140324263-4990-02] (RIN: 0648- 
BE12) received February 20, 2015, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

536. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Department’s notice — Fisheries 
of the Northeastern United States; 2015 Sum-
mer Flounder, Scup, and Black Sea Speci-
fications and 2015 Commercial Summer 
Flounder Quota Adjustments [Docket No.: 
140117052-4402-02] (RIN: 0648-XD651) received 
February 20, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. UPTON: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 212. A bill to amend the Safe 
Drinking Water Act to provide for the as-
sessment and management of the risk of 
cyanotoxins in drinking water, and for other 
purposes, with amendments (Rept. 114–26). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. UPTON: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. H.R. 734. A bill to amend the 
Communications Act of 1934 to consolidate 
the reporting obligations of the Federal 
Communications Commission in order to im-
prove congressional oversight and reduce re-
porting burdens (Rept. 114–27). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. WOODALL: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 121. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 529) to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
improve 529 plans; providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 5) to support State and 
local accountability for public education, 
protect State and local authority, inform 
parents of the performance of their chil-
dren’s schools, and for other purposes; and 
for other purposes (Rept. 114–28). Referred to 
the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 

bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. BRADY of Texas (for himself, 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. RAN-
GEL, Mr. LEWIS, Mr. NEAL, Mr. SAM 
JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of 
Illinois, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. TIBERI, 
Mr. NUNES, Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of 
California, Mr. BOUSTANY, Mr. 
REICHERT, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. ROS-
KAM, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. 
REED, Mrs. BLACK, Mr. KELLY of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. RENACCI, Mr. MEE-
HAN, Mr. YOUNG of Indiana, Mr. HOLD-
ING, and Mr. CARNEY): 

H.R. 1021. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to improve the integrity 
of the Medicare program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
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