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Webster (FL) Wilson (FL) Yoho
Welch Wilson (SC) Young (AK)
Wenstrup Wittman Young (IA)
Westerman Womack Young (IN)
Westmoreland Woodall Zeldin
Whitfield Yarmuth Zinke
Williams Yoder

NOT VOTING—21
Bost Gutiérrez McNerney
Buchanan Harper Peters
Byrne Hinojosa Rice (NY)
Davis, Danny Johnson, Sam Roe (TN)
DeFazio Kelly (IL) Rush
Fleming Lee Speier
Grijalva Long Thompson (MS)

O 1906

Mr. BUCK changed his vote from
“nay” to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 529, SECTION 529 COLLEGE
SAVINGS PLANS AMENDMENTS;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5, STUDENT SUCCESS
ACT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. WOODALL, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 114-28) on the resolution (H.
Res. 121) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 529) to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to improve 529
plans; providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 5) to support State and
local accountability for public edu-
cation, protect State and local author-
ity, inform parents of the performance
of their children’s schools, and for
other purposes; and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———

CONGRATULATING PENN STATE
THON PARTICIPANTS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, over the weekend, Penn
State University held its annual IFC/
Panhellenic Dance Marathon, more
commonly known as THON, at the
Bryce Jordan Center on campus.

THON, which is the largest student-
run philanthropy in the world, is a
yearlong effort to raise funds and
awareness for the fight against pedi-
atric cancer.

Since 1977, THON has raised more
than $127 million for the Four Dia-
monds Fund based out of Penn State
Hershey Medical Center. With the sup-
port of students all across the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania and sup-
porters around the world, this year’s
event raised over $13 million.

Mr. Speaker, as a graduate of Penn
State University, I could not be more
proud of these students and future fel-
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low alumni. I congratulate them on yet
another spectacular year.

NATIONAL ENGINEERS WEEK

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, this being
National Engineers Week, I rise to rec-
ognize the importance of STEM edu-
cation and training for our future engi-
neers.

It has been projected that our Nation
will need almost 2 million engineers by
2018, and that some fields in engineer-
ing will experience a 30 to 70 percent
growth during that timeframe.

Despite these critical workforce
needs, a vast majority of schools do not
offer K through 12 education that cre-
ates clear pathways into careers in en-
gineering and STEM-related feeds.

This week, I visited Tech Valley High
School in Albany, New York, in the
20th District, to highlight this need
and celebrate the good work being done
in my congressional district to close
the skills gap we see in this very vital
discipline.

The nations that lead the global
economy of the future will be those
that invest in the education of their
next generation—particularly in engi-
neering. I urge my colleagues to recog-
nize this need and to work in their own
communities to bolster engineering
education nationwide and allow our
Nation to become the kingpin of the fu-
ture international economy. Let’s grow
and cultivate those engineers.

FIREFIGHTERS, A SPECIAL
BREED—CAPTAIN DWIGHT BAZILE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, he
was only 37 years of age—a father, hus-
band, community leader. He was Hous-
ton’s Fire Captain Dwight Bazile.

Captain Bazile, known as B.B. to his
fellow firefighters, was helping to put
out a fire at a duplex when he suffered
cardiac arrest. He collapsed in the
street and was rushed to the hospital,
where he died. He was doing his job. He
was saving others when his life was
taken. B.B. was described as having a
gentle and caring personality.

Mr. Speaker, firefighters are a spe-
cial breed. They run into the flames
that everyone else is trying to escape
from. They work to restore order from
chaos. That is why we call them first
responders—because they are the first
to help the people.

Firefighters are a courageous and te-
nacious breed. They are uniquely
American.

Mr. Speaker, it has been said that all
people are created equal, but few be-
come firefighters. Captain Bazile was
one of those people.

We remember Captain Bazile and
pray for his family. He was one of
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Houston’s finest. He died on duty—the
duty of protecting and serving the peo-
ple of Houston, Texas. He was quite a
man, Mr. Speaker.

And that is just the way it is.

————
O 1915

FULLY FUND THE DEPARTMENT
OF HOMELAND SECURITY

(Mr. CASTRO of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today as part of the growing cho-
rus of Americans calling for Repub-
licans to stop playing politics with the
safety of the American people and to
fully fund the Department of Homeland
Security.

A small group of elected officials are
holding our national security hostage
and compromising the government’s
ability to guard our borders, patrol our
waters, and protect our airports.

Not only would this bad strategy
force more than 40,000 Border Patrol
agents and Customs and Border Protec-
tion officers out of work, but also 40,000
Active-Duty Coast Guard military
members and more than 50,000 TSA
aviation security screeners, it would
cause all of these folks either to be out
of work or to work without pay indefi-
nitely.

In my home State of Texas, there are
more than 24,000 Homeland Security
employees who could face similar im-
pacts.

If Republicans want to prove that
they can lead Congress, they shouldn’t
manufacture a bogus crisis. They
should fund the agency responsible for
protecting our Nation at once.

The American people deserve better
than these unnecessary political
games.

———
BROTHERS TO THE RESCUE

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
today, we commemorate the murder by
the Cuban regime of three U.S. citizens
and one U.S. resident: Carlos Costa,
Armando Alejandre, Mario de la Pena,
and Pablo Morales.

Nineteen years ago today, the Castro
brothers ordered the shoot-down of the
civilian Brothers to the Rescue plane
and blew them out of the sky over
international air space during an un-
armed, humanitarian mission.

These volunteers were devoted to
searching the Straits of Florida to aid
those who risked their lives on rafts to
flee the oppressive yoke of the Castro
regime that continues to rule over the
island.

It is shameful that this same regime
that is responsible for Kkilling these in-
nocent heroes is now sitting across the
table from U.S. Government officials
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and will be hosted by our own Depart-
ment of State later this week—not a
proud week for strong American val-
ues, Mr. Speaker.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CAPTAIN
B.B. BRAZILE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to salute a gentle giant by the
name of Captain Brazile, a hero, a man
who died in the line of fire, and a man
who many of us got to know and love.

He started in the Houston Fire De-
partment at the age of 19, and he was
called Baby Boy. That ultimately be-
came B.B. Everyone who came in the
distance of his heart and mind said
that Captain Brazile was a mentor who
taught men and women who were in-
coming firefighters.

This past weekend, I flew into Hous-
ton and was able to go to his bedside on
Saturday, to be able to see his family
and his wonderful son, who he loves
with deep and abiding love, and a wife
who loved him without question. All of
his fire brothers and sisters were all
around. They had the opportunity to
pray.

Then, unfortunately, he lost his life.
He died in the line of duty, and on Sat-
urday night into early morning on
Sunday, I joined a throng of fire-
fighters to proceed in the procession to
take his body from the Memorial Her-
mann Medical Center to the medical
examiners.

Mr. Speaker, let me simply say, as
we rode through those streets, through
the neighborhoods that he fought for
and fought fires, saved lives, and
passed Fire Station 46 and all of his
brothers and sisters, I felt a sense that
his spirit had lifted up and that we had
honored him by his travel and journey,
that we will continue to honor him—
Baby Boy, B.B., father, husband, great
leader, hero, captain, firefighter—who
died in the line of duty.

————

PROTECT AND EXPAND COLLEGE
SAVINGS PLANS

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, it is a
question that families all across the
country are asking themselves: How
can we afford to send our children to
college?

The President’s plan to tax 529 col-
lege savings plans would have punished
people who are saving for their chil-
dren’s higher education. Instead of
punishing families who are diligently
saving for their children’s education,
we should reward them, we should give
them more certainty, and we should
strengthen and improve these plans.

529 college savings plans are a very
valuable asset for millions of families
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who put aside money to help ensure
that their children or their child will
not be burdened with mountains of
debt after they graduate from college.

This week, I will be supporting legis-
lation taken up in the House that will
strengthen, that will expand, and that
will modernize 529 college savings ac-
counts so that more families have the
opportunity to send their children to
the higher education institution of
their choice.

HONORING THE SERVICE OF
SERGEANT MICHAEL STRANK

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, 70 years
ago yesterday, American Armed Forces
fought their way to the summit of
Mount Suribachi and raised the Amer-
ican flag on Iwo Jima.

Sergeant Michael Strank, from
Franklin Borough, Pennsylvania, was
one of six men in this iconic photo who
helped to raise the flag. Sergeant
Strank was part of the Greatest Gen-
eration, a generation that rolled back a
dark totalitarian tide that broke upon
the world in the first half of the 20th
century.

The battle for Iwo Jima was hard-
fought and is of great significance for
the United States Marine Corps. More
than 6,800 servicemen died in the bat-
tle, including Sergeant Strank, who
was killed just b days after the flag was
raised.

This unforgettable photo captured
the unfailing heroism and determina-
tion of those who fought. It reminds us
that freedom is not free, that it has
been hard-won, and that some—like
Michael Strank—have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice to protect it.

I had the privilege to meet members
of Sergeant Strank’s family this week-
end, including his sister Mrs. Mary
Pero.

Let us always thank our veterans
who served and their families who gave
us such heroes.

———

HONORING WORLD WAR II ICON
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS FRANK-
LIN R. SOUSLEY

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize a World War II icon, U.S.
Marine Private First Class Franklin R.
Sousley, of Fleming County, Kentucky.

A graduate of Fleming County High
School, Sousley chose to enlist in the
Marine Corps where he was assigned to
Company E, 2nd Battalion, as a rifle-
man.

Private First Class Sousley landed on
Iwo Jima on February 19, 1945. During
the intense fighting, American forces
secured Mount Suribachi. Shortly
thereafter, Sousley, alongside five
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other fellow servicemembers, raised a
large U.S. flag, so it could be seen over
the island.

An iconic photograph taken during
this raising of the U.S. flag led to an
immortalized symbol of the American
bravery, perseverance, and sacrifice en-
dured by members of the U.S. Armed
Forces during the intense battles of
World War II.

Sadly, soon after this photograph
was taken, Sousley was Killed in com-
bat by a Japanese sniper. His remains
were laid to rest in the Elizaville Cem-
etery in Fleming County, Kentucky, in
my district.

Private First Class Sousley paid the
ultimate sacrifice defending freedom
for generations; however, his memory
lives on in the timeless photograph in
the image depicted in the Iwo Jima
Memorial outside of Washington, D.C.,
and through the gratitude of all Ameri-
cans.

———

MIDDLE CLASS ECONOMICS
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

ZELDIN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
gentleman from California (Mr.

GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker,
about a month and a half ago, we heard
the President speak to us about the
economy, about his goals for America.
He labeled his speech ‘‘middle class ec-
onomics,” and tonight, I want to pick
this issue up once again.

We are here most every week dis-
cussing this issue, although last time
we were up here, we took up another
important issue, Alzheimer’s. But I
want to come back to middle class eco-
nomics, why it is important. Well, basi-
cally, it is important because it drives
our economy.

The great majority of Americans
want to be in the middle class, and
most of them are. Unfortunately, we
have seen the decline of the middle
class, their ability to own a home, a
car, to provide for their family—but if
the middle class is healthy, it will
drive our economy, and it will create
jobs, so the focus on the middle class
becomes very, very important.

We can do this by strengthening
their wages. If they are able to earn
more money, then they will buy the
home, the car, and the economy will
grow, and other people will be able to
enjoy the fruits of our economy.

I am going to focus on infrastructure
in a moment, but I just want to skip
that over and go down to the other
things.

Health care—who among us doesn’t
want to have a good health care pro-
gram, so that if we get sick or injured,
we will be able to get to a doctor, get
to a hospital, get the care we need to
get back on our feet, and to once again
be productive or, in our old age, be able
to enjoy our retirement?

So the affordable health care be-
comes really important, and here, we
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