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the practice expense relative value units
under subsection (c¢)(2)(C)(i) for radiation
treatment delivery and related imaging serv-
ices (identified in 2016 by HCPCS G-codes
G6001 through G6015) for the fee schedule es-
tablished under this subsection for services
furnished in 2017 and 2018 shall be the same
as such definitions, units, and inputs for
such services for the fee schedule established
for services furnished in 2016.”’; and

(2) in subsection (¢)(2)(K), by adding at the
end the following new clause:

“(iv) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN RADIATION
THERAPY SERVICES.—Radiation treatment de-
livery and related imaging services identi-
fied under subsection (b)(11) shall not be con-
sidered as potentially misvalued services for
purposes of this subparagraph and subpara-
graph (O) for 2017 and 2018.”".

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS ON ALTERNATIVE
PAYMENT MODEL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall submit to Congress a report on the de-
velopment of an episodic alternative pay-
ment model for payment under the Medicare
program under title XVIII of the Social Se-
curity Act for radiation therapy services fur-
nished in nonfacility settings.

SEC. 4. ENSURING FLEXIBILITY IN APPLYING
HARDSHIP EXCEPTION FOR MEAN-
INGFUL USE FOR 2015 EHR REPORT-
ING PERIOD FOR 2017 PAYMENT AD-
JUSTMENTS.

(a) ELIGIBLE PROFESSIONALS.—Section
1848(a)(7)(B) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 139%w-4(a)(7)(B)) is amended, in the
first sentence, by inserting ‘‘(and, with re-
spect to the payment adjustment under sub-
paragraph (A) for 2017, for categories of eligi-
ble professionals, as established by the Sec-
retary and posted on the Internet website of
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv-
ices prior to December 15, 2015, an applica-
tion for which must be submitted to the Sec-
retary by not later than March 15, 2016)”’
after ‘‘case-by-case basis’’.

(b) ELIGIBLE HOSPITALS.—Section
1886(b)(3)(B)(ix) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395ww(b)(3)(B)(ix)) is amended—

(1) in the first sentence of subclause (I), by
striking “(n)(6)(A)”’ and inserting ‘“‘(n)(6)”’;
and

(2) in subclause (II), in the first sentence,
by inserting ‘‘(and, with respect to the appli-
cation of subclause (I) for fiscal year 2017, for
categories of subsection (d) hospitals, as es-
tablished by the Secretary and posted on the
Internet website of the Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services prior to December 15,
2015, an application for which must be sub-
mitted to the Secretary by not later than
April 1, 2016)”’ after ‘‘case-by-case basis’’.

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Secretary of
Health and Human Services shall implement
the provisions of, and the amendments made
by, subsections (a) and (b) by program in-
struction, such as through information on
the Internet website of the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services.

SEC. 5. MEDICARE IMPROVEMENT FUND.

Section 1898(b)(1) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 139iii(b)(1)) is amended by
striking ‘‘$5,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$0°".

SEC. 6. STRENGTHENING MEDICAID PROGRAM
INTEGRITY THROUGH FLEXIBILITY.

Section 1936 of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1396u-6) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting ‘‘, or oth-
erwise,” after ‘‘entities’’; and

(2) in subsection (e)—

(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘(in-
cluding the costs of equipment, salaries and
benefits, and travel and training)” after
“Program under this section’’; and

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘by 100"
and inserting ‘‘by 100, or such number as de-
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termined necessary by the Secretary to

carry out the Program,”.

SEC. 7. ESTABLISHING MEDICARE ADMINISTRA-
TIVE CONTRACTOR ERROR REDUC-
TION INCENTIVES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1874A(b)(1)(D) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395kk-—
1(b)(1)(D)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘QUALITY.—The Secretary’’
and inserting ‘‘QUALITY.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clauses (ii)
and (iii), the Secretary’’; and

(2) by inserting after clause (i), as added by
paragraph (1), the following new clauses:

‘(i) IMPROPER PAYMENT RATE REDUCTION
INCENTIVES.—The Secretary shall provide in-
centives for medicare administrative con-
tractors to reduce the improper payment
error rates in their jurisdictions.

¢‘(iii) INCENTIVES.—The incentives provided
for under clause (ii)—

‘(I) may include a sliding scale of award
fee payments and additional incentives to
medicare administrative contractors that ei-
ther reduce the improper payment rates in
their jurisdictions to certain thresholds, as
determined by the Secretary, or accomplish
tasks, as determined by the Secretary, that
further improve payment accuracy; and

‘“(IT) may include substantial reductions in
award fee payments under cost-plus-award-
fee contracts, for medicare administrative
contractors that reach an upper end im-
proper payment rate threshold or other
threshold as determined by the Secretary, or
fail to accomplish tasks, as determined by
the Secretary, that further improve payment
accuracy.’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
subsection (a) shall apply to contracts en-
tered into or renewed on or after the date
that is 3 years after the date of enactment of
this Act.

(2) APPLICATION TO EXISTING CONTRACTS.—
In the case of contracts in existence on or
after the date of the enactment of this Act
and that are not subject to the effective date
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall, when appropriate
and practicable, seek to apply the incentives
provided for in the amendments made by
subsection (a) through contract modifica-
tions.

SEC. 8. STRENGTHENING PENALTIES FOR THE IL-
LEGAL DISTRIBUTION OF A MEDI-
CARE, MEDICAID, OR CHIP BENE-
FICIARY IDENTIFICATION OR BILL-
ING PRIVILEGES.

Section 1128B(b) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1320a-Tb(b)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘“(4) Whoever without lawful authority
knowingly and willfully purchases, sells or
distributes, or arranges for the purchase,
sale, or distribution of a beneficiary identi-
fication number or unique health identifier
for a health care provider under title XVIII,
title XIX, or title XXI shall be imprisoned
for not more than 10 years or fined not more
than $500,000 ($1,000,000 in the case of a cor-
poration), or both.”’.

SEC. 9. IMPROVING THE SHARING OF DATA BE-
TWEEN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
AND STATE MEDICAID PROGRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services (in this section referred
to as the ‘“‘Secretary’’) shall establish a plan
to encourage and facilitate the participation
of States in the Medicare-Medicaid Data
Match Program (commonly referred to as
the ‘‘Medi-Medi Program’) under section
1893(g) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1395ddd(g)).

(b) PROGRAM REVISIONS TO IMPROVE MEDI-
MEDI DATA MATCH PROGRAM PARTICIPATION
BY STATES.—Section 1893(g)(1)(A) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ddd(g)(1)(A))
is amended—

H10707

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
inserting ‘‘or otherwise’’ after ‘‘eligible enti-
ties’’;

(2) in clause (i)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘to review claims data’
after ‘‘algorithms’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘service, time, or patient’”’
and inserting ‘‘provider, service, time, or pa-
tient’’;

(3) in clause (ii)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘to investigate and re-
cover amounts with respect to suspect
claims’ after ‘‘appropriate actions’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘; and” and inserting a
semicolon;

(4) in clause (iii), by striking the period
and inserting‘ ; and’’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following new
clause:

‘“(iv) furthering the Secretary’s design, de-
velopment, installation, or enhancement of
an automated data system architecture—

““(I) to collect, integrate, and assess data
for purposes of program integrity, program
oversight, and administration, including the
Medi-Medi Program; and

‘(IT) that improves the coordination of re-
quests for data from States.”.

(c) PROVIDING STATES WITH DATA ON IM-
PROPER PAYMENTS MADE FOR ITEMS OR SERV-
ICES PROVIDED TO DUAL ELIGIBLE INDIVID-
UALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and implement a plan that allows each
State agency responsible for administering a
State plan for medical assistance under title
XIX of the Social Security Act access to rel-
evant data on improper or fraudulent pay-
ments made under the Medicare program
under title XVIII of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.) for health care items
or services provided to dual eligible individ-
uals.

(2) DUAL ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘dual eligible indi-
vidual” means an individual who is entitled
to, or enrolled for, benefits under part A of
title XVIII of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 1395c et seq.), or enrolled for benefits
under part B of title XVIII of such Act (42
U.S.C. 1395 et seq.), and is eligible for med-
ical assistance under a State plan under title
XIX of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) or
under a waiver of such plan.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

————————

PROVIDING FOR ADJOURNMENT
SINE DIE ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER
18, 2015

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I offer a privileged concurrent
resolution (H. Con. Res. 104) and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 104

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Friday,
December 18, 2015, through Saturday, Janu-
ary 2, 2016, on a motion offered pursuant to
this concurrent resolution by its Majority
Leader or his designee, it stand adjourned
sine die, or until the time of any reassembly
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution; and that when the Senate adjourns on
any day from Friday, December 18, 2015,
through Tuesday, December 22, 2015, on a
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned sine die, or until
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the time of any reassembly pursuant to sec-
tion 3 of this concurrent resolution.

SEC. 2. (a) The Speaker or his designee,
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the House, shall notify the Members of the
House to reassemble at such place and time
as he may designate if, in his opinion, the
public interest shall warrant it.

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the House adjourns on a
motion offered pursuant to this subsection
by its Majority Leader or his designee, the
House shall again stand adjourned pursuant
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion.

SEC. 3. (a) The Majority Leader of the Sen-
ate or his designee, after concurrence with
the Minority Leader of the Senate, shall no-
tify the Members of the Senate to reassem-
ble at such place and time as he may des-
ignate if, in his opinion, the public interest
shall warrant it.

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the Senate adjourns on a
motion offered pursuant to this subsection
by its Majority Leader or his designee, the
Senate shall again stand adjourned pursuant
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion.

SEC. 4. (a) When the Senate recesses or ad-
journs on any day of the second session of
the One Hundred Fourteenth Congress from
Sunday, January 3, 2016, through Friday,
January 8, 2016, on a motion offered pursuant
to this concurrent resolution by its Majority
Leader or his designee, it shall stand re-
cessed or adjourned until noon on Monday,
January 11, 2016, or until such other time on
that day as may be specified by its Majority
Leader or his designee in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to subsection (b), which-
ever occurs first.

(b) The Majority Leader of the Senate or
his designee, after concurrence with the Mi-
nority Leader of the Senate, shall notify the
Members of the Senate to reassemble at such
place and time as he may designate if, in his
opinion, the public interest shall warrant it.

(c) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (b), when the Senate recesses or ad-
journs on a motion offered pursuant to this
subsection by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, the Senate shall again stand recessed
or adjourned pursuant to subsection (a).

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 18, 2015.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 18, 2015 at 12:56 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2152.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
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ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, DE-
CEMBER 18, 2015, TO TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 22, 2015

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today on a
motion offered pursuant to this order,
it adjourn to meet at 4 p.m. on Tues-
day, December 22, 2015, unless it sooner
has received a message from the Sen-
ate transmitting its concurrence in
House Concurrent Resolution 104, in
which case the House shall stand ad-
journed sine die pursuant to that con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON (at the
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today.

————

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 227. An act to strengthen the Federal
education research system to make research
and evaluations more timely and relevant to
State and local needs in order to increase
student achievement; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

S. 2152. An act to establish a comprehen-
sive United States Government policy to en-
courage the efforts of countries in sub-Saha-
ran Africa to develop an appropriate mix of
power solutions, including renewable energy,
for more broadly distributed electricity ac-
cess in order to support poverty reduction,
promote development outcomes, and drive
economic growth, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

S. 2261. An act to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to improve the way
beneficiaries are assigned under the Medi-
care shared savings program by also basing
such assignment on services furnished by
Federally qualified health centers and rural
health clinics; to the Committee on Ways
and Means; in addition, to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

—————

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT
RESOLUTION SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
and a joint resolution of the House of
the following titles, which were there-
upon signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 2297. An act to prevent Hizballah and
associated entities from gaining access to
international financial and other institu-
tions, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2820. An act to reauthorize the Stem
Cell Therapeutic and Research Act of 2005,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 3594. An act to extend temporarily the
Federal Perkins Loan program, and for other
purposes.
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H.R. 3831. An act to amend title XVII of
the Social Security Act to extend the annual
comment period for payment rates under
Medicare Advantage.

H.R. 4246. An act to exempt for an addi-
tional 4-year period, from the application of
the means-test presumption of abuse under
chapter 7, qualifying members of reserve
components of the Armed Forces and mem-
bers of the National Guard who, after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, are called to active duty or
to perform a homeland defense activity for
not less than 90 days.

H.J. Res. 76. Joint resolution appointing
the day for the convening of the second ses-
sion of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 1090. An act to amend the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to provide eligibility for broad-
casting facilities to receive certain disaster
assistance, and for other purposes.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. TOM PRICE of Georgia. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to the order of the
House of today, I move that the House
do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 7 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until Tuesday, December 22,
2015, at 4 p.m., unless it sooner has re-
ceived a message from the Senate
transmitting its adoption of House
Concurrent Resolution 104, in which
case the House shall stand adjourned
sine die pursuant to that concurrent
resolution.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

3814. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Personnel and Readiness, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter au-
thorizing Rear Admiral (lower half) Ricky L.
Williamson, United States Navy, to wear the
insignia of the grade of rear admiral, pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C. 7T77(b)(3)(B); Public Law 104-
106, Sec. 503(a)(1) (as added by Public Law
108-136, Sec. 509(a)(3); (117 Stat. 1458); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

3815. A letter from the Regulatory Spe-
cialist, LRAD, Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s interim final
rule — Margin and Capital Requirements for
Covered Swap Entities [Docket No.:0CC-2015-
0023](RIN:1557-AD00) received December 17,
2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Added
by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat.
868); to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

3816. A letter from the Regulatory Spe-
cialist, LRAD, Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s Major final
rule — Margin and Capital Requirements for
Covered Swap Entities [Docket No.: OCC-
2011-0008] (RIN: 15657-AD43) received December
17, 2015, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Added by Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
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