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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, February 16, 2015, at 4:45 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 13, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN J.
DUNCAN, Jr. to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God of the universe, we
give You thanks for giving us another
day.

We pray for the gift of wisdom to all
with great responsibility in this House
for the leadership of our Nation.

May all the Members have the vision
of a nation where respect and under-
standing are the marks of civility and
where honor and integrity are the
marks of one’s character.

As Members take time in the coming
week for constituency visits, give them
the ability to hear the voices of all in
their districts, even those with whom
they disagree. This is difficult to do, so
endow them with patience and a dis-
cerning ear.

Bless us this day and every day, and
may all that is done within these hal-
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lowed halls be for Your greater honor
and glory.
Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———
FACTS ARE STUBBORN THINGS

(Mr. MCcCLINTOCK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, as
we count down the days to the shut-
down of the Department of Homeland
Security, a parade of Democrats has
appeared on the floor to accuse Repub-
licans of blocking funding.

Have they completely forgotten that
the House passed a bill to fully fund
the Homeland Security Department
back on January 14—31 days ago?

Every House Democrat save two op-
posed that funding, and, for 31 days,
Senate Democrats have blocked it from
even being considered.

The fact is that Democrats are will-
ing to block funding for Homeland Se-
curity unless they can fund amnesty
for millions of illegal aliens. According
to a recent ABC-Washington Post poll,
the American people want to stop the
President’s amnesty orders by a whop-
ping 56-41 percent. Nine Senate Demo-
crats have told their constituents they
do, too, but they won’t.
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Those are the facts.
And, as John Adams said, facts are
stubborn things.

————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY FUNDING

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I guess it
is pretty clear that politics continues.
Rather than bringing to the floor of
the House a bipartisan Homeland Secu-
rity bill, what the House brought to
the floor back in January was a highly
political, highly partisan bill—anti-im-
migrant legislation—that they knew
was dead on arrival when it landed in
the Senate. So let’s make the record
clear:

Democrats and Republicans have
agreed to a clean Homeland Security
bill; but rather than bringing that to
the House floor for a vote, we continue
to see the House Republican leadership
pander to the most extreme, anti-im-
migrant voices in their party.

That is not what the American peo-
ple expect of us. It is politics as usual.
I do not understand why it continues to
be the order of the day here. The Amer-
ican people reject that. We should be
focusing our attention on the big ques-
tions: building an economy for the
American people that works for every-
body rather than for the few, rather
than an economy rigged for the few.

Look, the American people are tired
of this. I know other Members of Con-
gress on both sides of the aisle are
tired of this. Bring a clean Homeland
Security bill to the floor.

——————

WEST COAST PORT SLOWDOWN
CRIPPLES ECONOMY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the on-
going slowdown occurring at our west
coast ports is causing devastating eco-
nomic conditions for our agricultural
industry and an alarming ripple effect
to supply chains across the Nation. Re-
cent estimates have predicted retailers
could lose as much as $7 billion this
year and that it will cost the overall
economy $2.1 billion every day if this
shutdown continues.

In California, our citrus shippers are
reporting delays as long as 4 weeks
versus the typical 3 to 4 days for cargo
to leave ports, causing their products
to spoil and rot on the docks and in-
creasing the already sizable backlog.
One California almond company re-
ported they already had to lay off 50
employees due to the slowdown at the
port. Without action, these numbers
are only going to worsen as long-term
or permanent damage is even done to
our export markets.

We cannot afford to sit back as our
producers and growers and workers
bear the brunt of this labor dispute. I
strongly urge both parties and, if nec-
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essary, this administration to get in-
volved—to get back to the negotiating
table and enact a swift resolution—to
prevent serious long-term harm being
done to our local and national economy
and to our export markets.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY FUNDING

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, here we go
again.

It appears that my colleagues on the
other side have short memories and do
not remember the consequences that
led to a backlash from the American
people when they shut down the Fed-
eral Government in the last Congress.

Republicans continue to play politics
with the Department of Homeland Se-
curity funding by insisting that any
funding bill overturn the President’s
executive actions on immigration. If
the Republicans fail to pass a DHS
funding bill, the consequences will be
severe. One direct consequence is that
there will be no funding of new nondis-
aster grants to local and State govern-
ments, law enforcement, fire depart-
ments, and other emergency respond-
ers.

As ranking member on the Sub-
committee on Emergency Prepared-
ness, Response, and Communications, I
understand how critically important
these grants are to safeguarding our
communities. Protecting the Homeland
Security Grant Program is critical to
ensuring that our cities, transpor-
tation systems, and first responders
have the capabilities to prepare for and
to respond in times of disaster.

Mr. Speaker, simply put, Republicans
should stop putting politics ahead of
the safety of the American people and
join with Democrats to fund the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

———

MOX ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last year, the Mixed Oxide
Fuel Fabrication Facility—MOX—at
the Savannah River Site was ade-
quately funded to continue to the com-
pletion of its vital missions of con-
verting weapons-grade plutonium into
fuel.

A recent Augusta Chronicle editorial
urges Congress to prioritize the MOX
project and to increase its funding. The
administration allocated $345 million
in the President’s budget, and it is my
hope that Congress will further
strengthen that number. This essential
facility will allow the United States to
honor its international nonprolifera-
tion obligations with the Russian Fed-
eration while, at the same time, sup-
porting environmental cleanup.

I look forward to continuing working
with Congressman JIM CLYBURN, who
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also represents the facility, in sup-
porting the Savannah River Site and
its vital national security and environ-
mental cleanup missions. We are joined
by committed House colleagues RICK
ALLEN and JEFF DUNCAN, along with
Senators LINDSEY GRAHAM, TIM SCOTT,
JOHNNY ISAKSON, and DAVID PERDUE.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

———

PASS A CLEAN DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY FUNDING
BILL

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I am
compelled to call attention to the irre-
sponsible actions of my Republican col-
leagues. Holding the Department of
Homeland Security and our national
security hostage is reckless and irre-
sponsible. This politically motivated
action puts the physical and economic
safety of our people and of our country
in jeopardy.

The Republicans claim that they
have already passed a bill. Well, on a
technicality, they might be right, but
when you look at it, they have not, and
they have been acting irresponsibly.

More than 130,000 agents and officers
from the Border Patrol, the TSA, the
Coast Guard, and the Secret Service
will continue to work despite having
their livelihoods denied them. Not only
is this endangering our national secu-
rity, this is directly harming the men
and women who have sworn to protect
all of us.

How can we treat those so disgrace-
fully who serve our Nation? What mes-
sage are we sending to the American
people?

I implore my Republican colleagues
to put aside their personal politics and
consider what is best for our country
and our people. We have 15 days left.
Let us pass a clean Department of
Homeland Security funding bill to pro-
tect the safety of our Nation and to re-
spect the people who have sworn to
serve us.

————

ANNIVERSARY OF CONTINENTAL
FLIGHT 3407

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, yesterday marked the
sixth anniversary of when Continental
Flight 3407 crashed into a home in
Clarence Center, New York, and trag-
ically took the lives of all 49 pas-
sengers on board, including one expect-
ant mother.

In the wake of this tragedy, Congress
passed the Airline Safety and Federal
Aviation Administration Extension
Act of 2010, which was the largest over-
haul to aviation safety in over 40 years.
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