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Keith on the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals; 
former Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm; 
Lani Guinier, the first African American woman 
to receive a tenured professorship at Harvard 
Law School; and Jocelyn Benson, the Dean of 
Wayne State University Law School, which is 
home to the Damon J. Keith Center for Civil 
Rights and the Damon J. Keith Collection of 
African American Legal History. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps the most quoted line 
of all of Judge Keith’s decisions came from 
Detroit Free Press v. Ashcroft, in which he 
wrote that ‘‘Democracy dies behind closed 
doors.’’ Judge Keith has devoted his life to 
opening doors for all in society, and indeed in 
ensuring that all who serve in government are 
accountable to the principles upon which our 
nation was founded, and which have been en-
hanced and enriched over time. I encourage 
my colleagues to join me in thanking Judge 
Damon J. Keith for his truly excellent and in-
spirational service to our nation. 

f 

IN OPPOSITION TO H.R. 2685, THE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AP-
PROPRIATION FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2016 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in opposition to H.R. 2685, the FY16 Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Bill. 

While I commend the House Appropriations 
Committee’s support for our servicemembers 
and our national defense, I have serious con-
cerns about the way this bill funds our military 
operations. As was the case with last month’s 
National Defense Authorization Act, this ap-
propriations bill uses the Overseas Contin-
gency Operations budget as a backdoor loop-
hole to get around sequestration by funding 
$38 billion of the Pentagon’s regular base 
budget activities with war funds—a blatant 
abuse of the budget process. Just last year, 
House Republicans criticized the abuse of the 
OCO loophole in their budget report, stating 
that it ‘‘undermines the integrity of the budget 
process’’ and that the Budget Committee 
would ‘‘oppose increases above the levels the 
Administration and our military commanders 
say are needed to carry out operations unless 
it can be clearly demonstrated that such 
amounts are war-related.’’ 

Moreover, in following the strategy of the 
Republican budget, this legislation begins the 
process of locking in sequestration for non-
defense programs, which will have a dev-
astating impact on investments critical to the 
nation. We need to get back to the table to 
have an honest debate about our budget and 
renegotiate the funding caps for both defense 
and nondefense. Only then will we be able to 
provide the necessary resources for our na-
tional security needs and to ensure we keep 
the nation’s commitments to education, re-
search, infrastructure, and other crucial drivers 
of economic prosperity. 

I also have serious concerns with a number 
of other provisions contained in this legislation. 
I strongly object to a measure which provides 
$600 million to train and equip the so-called 
‘‘moderate’’ Syrian rebels. As I have urged re-
peatedly, this initiative could have unintended 

negative consequences that will not serve our 
ultimate goal of defeating ISIS. Unfortunately, 
an amendment offered to strip this funding 
was not adopted. 

I strongly oppose sections 8100, 8101, and 
8102 of this bill, which prohibit funding for the 
transfer of Guantanamo Bay detainees to both 
the United States and abroad. While we must 
pursue and prosecute terrorists that seek to 
do us harm, this facility—and the conduct 
within its walls—have only served to hurt our 
nation in the eyes of the world. It is simply un- 
American to hold individuals without charging 
them for a crime. I was disappointed that 
amendments offered by Congressman NADLER 
to strike these sections from the legislation 
were defeated. I also object to the inclusion of 
unrequested funding for many weapons sys-
tems, including $1 billion for additional Army 
vehicles and weapons systems that the Pen-
tagon said was not necessary. 

I appreciate that this bill contains a Sense of 
Congress stating that this body has a Con-
stitutional duty to debate and decide when to 
authorize the use of military force in the fight 
against ISIL. I support many aspects of the 
military operations the President is currently 
conducting against ISIL, including the use of 
American air power against ISIL targets and in 
support of Iraqi and Kurdish forces, as well as 
the deployment of limited numbers of Amer-
ican troops to help train and equip those 
forces. However, it has now been ten months 
since the President sent troops into Iraq and 
Syria and four months since the President 
sent Congress a proposed AUMF to combat 
ISIL. The President himself said he wanted to 
revise and ultimately repeal both the 2001 
AUMF and 2002 AUMF yet we continue to 
rely on them as justification for our ongoing 
military operations. We owe it to our troops 
and the American people to pass a narrowly 
tailored AUMF that provides the authority nec-
essary to degrade and defeat ISIL without 
dragging the United States into another un-
necessary ground war in the Middle East. 

For those reasons, I was disappointed that 
two amendments offered by Congresswoman 
LEE to sunset the 2001 Authorization for Use 
of Military Force Against and Al-Qaeda and 
associated forces and the 2002 Authorization 
for Use of Military Force Against Iraq were not 
adopted. In addition, an amendment offered 
by Congressman SCHIFF to prohibit the use of 
funds for Operation Inherent Resolve in the 
absence of an AUMF to combat ISIL after 
March 31, 2016 was defeated. 

Despite my opposition to the overall legisla-
tion, I was pleased that a bipartisan amend-
ment introduced by Rep. MASSIE and Rep. 
LOFGREN to limit funding for many backdoor 
programs within Section 702 of the FISA 
Amendments Act passed. I also support the 
increased 2.3 percent pay raise for our troops 
and their families. Finally, I support the inclu-
sion of full funding of the President’s request 
for U.S.-Israel Iron Dome missile defense pro-
gram. 

While this bill does provide much needed 
funding for programs that benefit our men and 
women in uniform, ultimately, it falls short in 
too many areas. It is my hope that many of 
my objections will be resolved in Conference 
with the Senate but I can’t support it in its cur-
rent form. 

TRIBUTE TO MARY HILL AND 
EREN SAGUN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Mary Hill 
and Eren Sagun from Des Moines Roosevelt 
High School for winning the Class 2A Girls 
Tennis Doubles title. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by these stu-
dents demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent them and their families in the United 
States Congress. I know all of my colleagues 
in the House join me in congratulating Mary 
and Eren on competing in this rigorous com-
petition and wishing continued success in their 
education and high school tennis career. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE SOUTH CARO-
LINA SHOOTING AND REMOVAL 
OF THE CONFEDERATE FLAG 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
a heavy heart that I rise to speak out against 
the senseless loss of innocent lives resulting 
from another senseless act of violence. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to the peo-
ple of Charleston, South Carolina, the mem-
bers of the Emanuel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Charleston, pastored by the 
Rev. Clementa Pinckney, who was one of nine 
persons slain by a gunman motivated by hate. 

Although tragedy has found its way into the 
lives of the individuals murdered and the lives 
of their families there has been some good 
found in this tragic loss. 

Mr. Speaker, the legislature of South Caro-
lina has decided to debate whether to remove 
the flag from the front of the State House 
building after public support from prominent 
legislators, community organizations, and the 
Governor of South Carolina have called for the 
flag to come down now. 

When considering the removal of the flag 
the people must remember the nine lives that 
were lost due to senseless, insensitive, and 
hateful feelings that were influenced by the 
traditions represented by the Confederate flag. 

The Confederate flag has been used as a 
symbol of hate, exclusion, and a brutally offen-
sive past. 

South Carolina should follow in the foot-
steps of Texas which refused to authorize li-
cense plates with the confederate flag on 
them, a decision upheld last week by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

Mr. Speaker, Wal Mart, Amazon, Sears, and 
eBay all have made a decision to stop selling 
Confederate flag merchandise. 

The Confederate flag does not represent the 
future of our great country. 

We must embrace a spirit of inclusion and 
goodwill with a mission to eradicate hate and 
ignorance. 

We can no longer allow our past to dictate 
our future, and must use this tragedy as an 
opportunity to eliminate symbols of hate that 
permeate through our society. 
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Mr. Speaker, as a country we must recog-

nize the emotional pain attached to the Con-
federate flag, stand strong together and not 
allow a symbol of hate continue to divide our 
nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
no. 375 (H.R. 160) Medical Innovation Act, 
had I been present, I would have voted yes. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF MARTHA ANN ELIZA-
BETH ‘‘BROWN’’ BALL 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Martha Ann Elizabeth ‘‘Brown’’ Ball on 
her 100th birthday on August 17th. 

Mrs. Ball was born in Cleburne County, Ala-
bama on August 17, 1915 to Oscar Sr. and 
Mattie Brown. 

At an early age, she married Omildred (Mill) 
Ball (deceased) and they had 15 children to-
gether including: Willie Ester Ball (deceased), 
Omildred Ball Jr., Tommy Jay Ball (deceased), 
Josie Lee Ball (deceased), Lela Francis Black-
burn, Shirley Ann McCreary, Exa Lee Bell, 
Walter Lewis Ball, Susie Ann Jones, Paul 
Wilford Ball, Cynthia Deloise Ball, Catharine 
Ball (deceased), Katherine Ball (deceased), 
Madeleyn Renay McClendon and Antonio Ball. 

Her favorite hobbies include: reading her 
Bible, quilting, playing dominoes, working 
crossword puzzles and attending the Senior 
Citizen Center. 

Mrs. Ball sang in the Gospel Truetts, a gos-
pel singing group, for over 20 years. Currently 
she attends church at Sweet Home Baptist 
Church in the Silver Run community. She is 
loved by her pastor and church family. 

Most people that know her call her ‘‘grand-
ma’’ or ‘‘Aunt Martha’’ and her children say 
Proverbs 31 best describes Mrs. Ball. Friends 
and family will celebrate her birthday mid-Au-
gust. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the life of Mrs. Ball and wishing her a happy 
100th birthday. 
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RECOGNIZING EVA AIRLINES DI-
RECT FLIGHTS FROM TAIWAN TO 
HOUSTON 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
another step forward in the great relationship 
between the United States and Taiwan. 

This past Friday, June 19th, EVA Air began 
offering direct flights from Taipei, Taiwan to 

Houston, Texas. The inaugural flight, number 
BR–52, arrived at George Bush Interconti-
nental Airport shortly after 4:00 pm on June 
19th. 

This is the beginning of weekly direct flights 
from Taipei to Houston. In June there will be 
three flights a week which will be increased to 
four flights a week in July. 

EVA Air is looking to serve the Taiwanese 
community of the Houston area by offering 
these direct flights multiple times per week. 
These communities are an important part of 
Texas and I am pleased that EVA Air has fur-
ther facilitated travel between our nations. 

EVA Air operates out of Taiwan and is their 
second largest airline. According to the 
JACDEC Airline Safety Rankings for 2015 
(based on 2014 data), EVA is the 3rd safest 
airline in the world. 

Taiwan and the United States already have 
an outstanding relationship that was codified 
with the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA) of 1979. 
The TRA was created to allow our two nations 
to foster close ties and specifically ‘‘commer-
cial, cultural, and other relations between the 
people of the United States and the people on 
Taiwan.’’ 

The TRA enables our two nations to work 
and partner with one another in a way that is 
unique from all other nations, and these week-
ly flights between Taiwan and Houston are 
just the latest example of how compliance with 
the TRA continues to benefit our citizens 36 
years after its passage. 

f 

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, as of today, 
we have only 3 more legislative days to act in 
order to re-authorize the Export-Import Bank. 

Re-authorizing the bank is common sense. 
Sadly, however, the opponents of the bank 
are operating out of ideological fervor, not 
facts. We should be here dealing with and 
solving real problems, not endangering Amer-
ican jobs with fantastical ideology. 

Contrary to the many assertions made 
against the Bank, the bank is an unbridled, 
market-driven success story which has long 
enjoyed bipartisan support and support from 
both unions and business alike. 

The truth of the matter is that the bank is a 
vital free market economic engine for our 
manufacturers, exporters and job creators. 
This March alone, the Bank financed over 
$1.1 million dollars in exports in my South 
Texas District. Additionally, the Bank has sup-
ported thousands of jobs in my district over 
the past five years. These are good jobs in a 
very high-need area that would not have been 
possible without the Bank. In my home State 
of Texas, the Bank has financed $4 billion 
worth of exports last year supporting thou-
sands of hard working Americans. 

We cannot and should not let the bank ex-
pire. Let us put an end to this nonsense. Mr. 
Speaker, let’s have a vote. 

HONORING KATHLEEN SHEEHAN 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to mark the end of an era at Frontier Regional 
School in Deerfield, Massachusetts. After 35 
years at Frontier, yesterday eighth grade 
science teacher Kathleen Sheehan retired. 
Kathy, or Sheehan, as her students call her, 
over the years wore a variety of hats and held 
a variety of teaching positions. She has 
served her entire teaching career at Frontier. 
Over her 35 years she has held many leader-
ship positions, including Science Department 
Chair, Middle School Team Leader, Field 
Hockey Coach, and President of the Frontier’s 
Teacher’s Association. Sheehan’s impact and 
influence on the students and communities of 
Deerfield, Conway, Whately and Sunderland 
extended far beyond the classroom. 

Always challenging her students to make 
the most of their education both inside and 
outside of the classroom, Sheehan proved a 
role model having taken her own advice. In 
2003, she earned her law degree from West-
ern New England College School of Law and 
immediately put her legal skills to use helping 
other teachers across the Commonwealth 
through the Massachusetts Teachers Associa-
tion. She plans to continue this role as she 
transitions out of the classroom and onto re-
tirement. 

Finally, Sheehan’s commitment extends not 
just beyond the classroom, but beyond the 
school year. As students move on from her 
middle school classroom, she continues to 
foster relationships and offer guidance as they 
navigate high school and plan for college. 
Once graduated, she continues to stay con-
nected to and support her students. She will 
happily tell you how many college graduations, 
advanced-degree graduations, and weddings 
she has attended of former students. Sheehan 
values community and has tirelessly integrated 
herself into that of Western Massachusetts. 

As we all know, teachers are a vital asset 
to society. As a role model for students and 
teachers alike, Sheehan will leave a legacy 
behind at Frontier which is unmatched by any 
other. On behalf of my constituents that attend 
and have graduated from Frontier Regional 
School, I thank Kathy Sheehan for her com-
mitment to education, her students and the 
community. 

f 

REGARDING ROLL CALL VOTES 
376–378 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, June 23, 2015, I was unavoidably de-
tained due to the necessity of attending to rep-
resentational duties and committee respon-
sibilities, including participating in Homeland 
Security Committee site visits to Family Deten-
tion Centers in South Texas. Had I been 
present I would have voted as follows: 
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