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TRIBUTE TO THE DOWLING 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS 
GOLF TEAM 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the Girls 
Golf Team from Dowling Catholic High School 
for winning the Class 5–A State Girls Golf Title 
on June 2nd, 2015 at Elmwood Golf Club. 

Dowling Catholic High School has a proud 
tradition of strong athletic programs, with this 
being their 59th team state championship in 
school history. Members of the golf team in-
clude: Anne Gradoville, Allison Olberding, 
Erica Olberding, Hannah Toresdahl, Murphy 
Cavanaugh, Sydney Webb and Ella Dryer and 
Coach Ron Gray. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by these stu-
dents demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent them and their families in the United 
States Congress. I know all of my colleagues 
in the House join me in congratulating the 
Dowling High School Girls Golf Team on com-
peting in this rigorous competition and wishing 
them nothing but continued success. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 615, THE DE-
PARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-
RITY INTEROPERABLE COMMU-
NICATIONS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the Concur in the Senate 
Amendment to H.R. 615, the Homeland Secu-
rity Interoperable Communications Act for 
three reasons. 

The bill would address interoperability 
among information technology systems and 
radio communications systems to exchange 
voice, data, and video in real time. 

First, the bill will save lives of first respond-
ers and those they seek to help; Second, the 
legislation is necessary to create a seamless 
level of communication among Department of 
Homeland Security components that are first 
responders to a terrorist attack, natural or 
manmade disaster; and finally to meet the 
technological challenges of bridging the com-
munication divide between different commu-
nications systems used by first responders 
within the Department of Homeland Security. 

As a senior member of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, I am well aware, 
as are many of my colleagues, of the essential 
and lifesaving role of communications during a 
crisis. 

Because the tragedy of September 11, 
2001, was compounded by communication 
failures among the brave first responders who 
entered the burning towers that comprised the 
World Trade Center it has been an imperative 
of the Homeland Security Committee to ad-
dress first responder communication interoper-
ability challenges. 

The number of first responders lost on that 
single day was the greatest loss of first re-
sponders at any single event in U.S. History: 

343 New York City Fire Department fire-
fighters; 23 New York City Police Department 
officers; 37 Port Authority Police Department 
officers; 15 EMTs and 3 court officers were 
casualties of the attacks. 

The need for this bill authored by Congress-
man PAYNE is evident. 

The City of Houston covers over a 1000 
square mile region in Southeast Texas. It has 
a night-time population of nearly two million 
people, which peaks with over three million 
daytime inhabitants. 

The City of Houston’s 9-1-1 Emergency 
Center manages nearly 9,000 emergency calls 
per day. The volume of emergency calls can 
easily double during times of inclement weath-
er or special City social/sporting events like 
Hurricanes Ike in September 2008; and 
Katrina as well as Rita, which occurred in 
September and October of 2005). 

Annually, one out of every ten citizens uses 
EMS. 

There are over 200,000 EMS incidents in-
volving over 225,000 patients or potential pa-
tients annually. On the average, EMS re-
sponds to a citizen every 3 minutes. Each 
EMS response is made by one of 88 City of 
Houston EMS vehicles. 

In 2013, the City of Houston’s fire Depart-
ment lost Captain EMT Matthew Renaud, En-
gineer Operator EMT Robert Bebee, Fire-
fighter EMT Robert Garner and Probationary 
Firefighter Anne Sullivan when they responded 
to a hotel fire. 

Throughout the history of the Houston Po-
lice Department over 110 officers have lost 
their lives in the line of duty. 

Each member of the House of Representa-
tives knows of the loss of a first responder 
who was going to the aid of those in harm’s 
way. This bill will offer additional resources to 
the first responders of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

The bill amends the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 to include among the responsibilities 
of the Under Secretary for Management re-
sponsibilities with respect to policies and di-
rectives to achieve and maintain interoperable 
communications among the components of the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 

The Under Secretary of Homeland Security 
would submit to the House and Senate Home-
land Security Committees a strategy, which 
shall be updated as necessary, for achieving 
and maintaining interoperable communica-
tions, including for daily operations, planned 
events, and emergencies, with corresponding 
milestones, that includes: 

An assessment of interoperability gaps in 
radio communications DHS components, as of 
this Act’s enactment date; 

Information on DHS efforts and activities, in-
cluding current and planned policies, direc-
tives, and training, since November 1, 2012, to 
achieve and maintain interoperable commu-
nications, and planned efforts and activities to 
achieve and maintain interoperable commu-
nications; 

An assessment of obstacles and challenges 
to achieving and maintaining interoperable 
communications; 

Information on, and an assessment of, the 
adequacy of mechanisms available to the 
Under Secretary to enforce and compel com-
pliance with interoperable communications 
policies and directives of DHS; 

Guidance provided to DHS components to 
implement interoperable communications poli-
cies and directives; 

The total amount of funds expended by 
DHS since November 1, 2012, and projected 
future expenditures, to achieve interoperable 
communications; and 

Dates upon which DHS-wide interoperability 
is projected to be achieved for voice, data, 
and video communications, respectively, and 
interim milestones. 

The bill ensures that the Department of 
Homeland Security would conduct a survey of 
intra-agency efforts or task forces that have 
been delegated responsibilities for achieving 
and maintaining interoperable communica-
tions, and report on the status of these efforts, 
including: 

Progress on each interim milestone; infor-
mation on any policies, directives, guidance, 
and training established by the Under Sec-
retary of Homeland Security; an assessment 
of the level of compliance, adoption, and par-
ticipation among the DHS components with 
the policies, directives, guidance, and training 
established by the Under Secretary; and infor-
mation on any additional resources or authori-
ties needed by the Under Secretary. 

This bill will ensure that the Department of 
Homeland Security’s first responders are pre-
pared to meet the challenges of manmade or 
natural disasters. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in voting in 
favor of H.R. 615. 

f 

RACHAEL TURNER TOPS THE 
CHARTS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Rachael Turner for her continued 
success in Nashville as a country music artist. 
To find such success in Nashville’s competi-
tive country music scene is an amazing ac-
complishment. 

Rachael, a Fort Bend Christian Academy 
graduate and Sugar Land native, has shown 
remarkable artistic ability and charisma while 
finding great success in the music industry. 
Rachael signed with Rustic Records where 
her two most recent singles, ‘‘Matches and 
Moonshine’’ and ‘‘Meet Me in the Middle’’ 
have both made it in to the top 50 on the 
Music Row Charts. She most recently per-
formed at the annual CMA music festival in 
Nashville. We hope to see you take the Hous-
ton Rodeo stage next. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Rachael for taking the country music indus-
try by storm. 

f 

PROTECTING SENIORS’ ACCESS TO 
MEDICARE ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
Medicare and Social Security are our nation’s 
sacred trusts with seniors and disabled Ameri-
cans. Senior citizens in New Jersey and 
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across the county have worked hard through-
out their lives to provide for their families and 
help build our communities, all while making 
their fair and full contributions of taxes into the 
programs. It is our duty to respect these sac-
rifices and ensure that programs continue to 
deliver on promises made. 

To that end, I was proud to cosponsor and 
support today’s House passage of H.R. 1190, 
the Protecting Seniors’ Access to Medicare 
Act of 2015. This bipartisan legislation would 
completely repeal the Independent Payment 
Advisory Board (IPAB), an unelected and un-
accountable board of fifteen bureaucrats who 
would possess the power to determine what to 
pay doctors who provide critical treatments 
and services under Medicare. 

Created under the fundamentally flawed and 
wildly unpopular Affordable Care Act (ACA)— 
or Obamacare—IPAB’s recommendations 
would be considered under fast track proce-
dures that would limit critical Congressional 
input and oversight. Whether or not it is called 
rationing, IPAB’s mandated focus on short- 
term savings could result in deep cuts to phy-
sician payments and ultimately lead doctors to 
stop seeing Medicare beneficiaries—seriously 
undermining seniors’ healthcare decision mak-
ing process and jeopardizing their access to 
lifesaving and quality care. 

The repeal of IPAB will allow Congress to 
continue focusing on policies to ensure that 
Medicare is sustainable for both current and 
future generations. Last week I was pleased to 
support four bills—H.R. 2505, H.R. 2507, H.R. 
2570, and H.R. 2582—that strengthen and im-
prove Medicare Advantage (MA). These bills 
will ensure increased transparency and acces-
sibility to the popular MA program which pro-
vides millions of Medicare beneficiaries with 
affordable, comprehensive, and innovative 
care plans. 

Medicare is an absolutely critical component 
for the delivery of affordable, quality 
healthcare services for American seniors—and 
I will continue to advocate for legislation that 
properly supports Medicare. Seniors and dis-
abled individuals deserve better than an 
unelected board of bureaucrats that will only 
serve to cut payments, ultimately resulting in 
the denial of certain treatments and services 
and reduced access to care. Congress must 
remain focused on solutions that ensure Medi-
care is sustainable for current and future gen-
erations, and the repeal of IPAB is critical first 
step. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF FOX & GOOSE 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Fox & Goose Public House as 
they celebrate their 40th anniversary. As its 
owners, staff, and loyal patrons gather to cele-
brate this wonderful occasion, I ask all of my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing and hon-
oring the Fox & Goose for their contributions 
to the Sacramento Region. 

Modeled after the famous public house 
bearing the same name in the English town of 
Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, Sacramento’s 
Fox & Goose has become a similarly thriving 

institution. Founders Bill and Denise Dalton, 
along with their daughter and current owner 
Allyson Dalton, have successfully created a 
tradition of excellent quality and service that is 
an integral part of Sacramento’s dining scene. 
Since its grand opening on January 15, 1975, 
Fox & Goose has truly embodied its name as 
a public house by providing a gathering place 
for all to visit with friends, unwind with a tradi-
tional English or American meal and enjoy 
their wide range of fine beers, wines, and 
Scotch. Every time that I am home, I find time 
to stop by for breakfast and enjoy one of their 
famous olallieberry scones. 

Over its 40 year history, Fox & Goose has 
received a number of accomplishments and 
accolades. The restaurant is widely regarded 
to have the ‘‘Best Breakfast’’ in Sacramento, 
winning awards and honors in this category 
many times, and from a number of different 
publications. Additionally, Fox & Goose’s 
Open Mic and Pub Quiz nights have provided 
a great deal of entertainment for many in the 
Sacramento community to enjoy. The environ-
ment created by Bill and Denise, and sus-
tained by Allyson, has also become the cen-
terpiece of the revitalization of Sacramento’s 
historic R Street. 

Mr. Speaker, as patrons gather for their 
40th anniversary celebration, I am pleased to 
honor and recognize Fox & Goose for its im-
portant role in enhancing Sacramento’s com-
munity. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
wishing them continued success and thanking 
them for their service to the Sacramento re-
gion. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
DAMON J. KEITH 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a proud son of Detroit, Michigan and 
a true icon in the law and in the civil rights 
movement, The Honorable Damon J. Keith. 
Judge Keith, a Senior Judge for the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, 
is the subject of a new film entitled ‘‘Walk with 
Me: The Trials of Damon J. Keith.’’ The world 
premiere of the film took place in Detroit on 
June 17, 2015. 

It is truly fitting that Judge Keith’s story be 
told, and that his contributions to our country 
be more widely known. The grandson of 
slaves, Judge Keith was born on July 4, 1922, 
in Detroit. Judge Keith’s father worked in a 
Ford factory, and pushed his son to be the 
first person in his family to attend college. 
Judge Keith lived up to his father’s expecta-
tions, graduating from West Virginia State Col-
lege in 1943. He was drafted into the Army 
during World War Two after graduating, and 
he served in a segregated unit in Europe. His 
experience in Europe as well as upon his re-
turn to the U.S. had a significant impact on 
him. As he told the Detroit Free Press in 2013, 
. . . ‘‘after the war was over and I returned to 
the States, I could see white German soldiers 
riding in the front of the bus and going into 
restaurants in the States that said ’for whites 
only.’ ’’ This spurred Judge Keith to pursue a 
legal career. 

Judge Keith attended the Howard University 
School of Law, where he was mentored by fu-

ture U.S. Supreme Court Justice Thurgood 
Marshall. He received his degree in 1949 and 
returned to Detroit, where he later earned a 
Master of Laws from Wayne State University. 
In 1964, he founded one of the first African 
American law firms in Detroit. That same year, 
Judge Keith was elected co-chair of the Michi-
gan Civil Rights Commission. The late Judge 
John Feikens served as the other co-chair and 
my brother Carl as general counsel where he 
observed firsthand Damon Keith’s exceptional 
dedication to civil rights for all Americans. Just 
three years later, at the recommendation of 
U.S. Senator Phil Hart, President Lyndon 
Johnson nominated him for appointment to the 
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Michigan. After serving as Chief Judge of the 
District Court, in 1977 President Jimmy Carter 
nominated him to the Sixth Circuit. He was 
confirmed, and he remains there today. 

His jurisprudence is notable for the number 
of landmark cases which came before him. 
Several of those cases had to do with issues 
of race and segregation, including Davis v. 
School District of the City of Pontiac in 1970, 
which was the first case in the North in which 
a federal court ordered integration, and Baker 
v. City of Detroit in 1979, in which he ordered 
the Detroit Police Department to carry out 
Mayor Coleman Young’s plan to integrate the 
department. One of the other cases for which 
he is known is U.S. v. Sinclair in 1971, in 
which he ruled that President Richard Nixon 
and the Attorney General had no right to wire-
tap individuals in domestic security matters 
without a court order. The Sixth Circuit upheld 
Judge Keith’s decision, as did the U.S. Su-
preme Court in U.S. v. U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of Michigan, which be-
came known as the Keith case. And in 2002, 
Judge Keith wrote the Sixth Circuit opinion up-
holding a lower court decision in Detroit Free 
Press v. Ashcroft, which held that the Justice 
Department could not prevent the press and 
the public from witnessing deportation hear-
ings of people suspected of having ties to ter-
rorism. 

Recognizing his leadership despite a dif-
ference in judicial philosophy, in 1987 Chief 
Justice William Rehnquist named Judge Keith 
as National Chairman of the Judicial Con-
ference Committee on the Bicentennial of the 
Constitution. In this role, Judge Keith led his 
colleagues throughout the country in efforts to 
promote the bicentennial of our nation’s 
foundational document. 

In addition to his intelligence and his deep 
belief in the importance of equality for all peo-
ple, Judge Keith is known for his respectful 
nature and his fundamental fairness. The di-
rector of ‘‘Walk With Me,’’ Jesse Nasser, re-
cently told the Detroit Free Press, ‘‘You’re 
hard pressed to find anybody, whether he 
ruled for them or ruled against them, nobody 
will say a bad thing about him. Trust me, we 
tried. If we interviewed someone who was on 
the losing side of a case he ruled on, the first 
thing they’d say is, ‘Before we get started, let 
me go on the record saying Judge Keith is an 
incredibly fair judge and an incredible human 
being.’ ’’ 

Just as the legendary Justice Thurgood 
Marshall mentored a young Damon Keith, so 
too has Judge Keith helped to guide many 
young people who, after having clerked for 
him, have gone on to achieve great things. 
Among those clerked for Judge Keith are 
Judge Eric L. Clay, who serves with Judge 
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