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family event, or helping out in the community. 
Dr. Lu cherished his time with his family and 
could be consistently found going above and 
beyond to help out an individual in need. 

While Dr. Lu is no longer with us, his lasting 
contributions are still a presence in the com-
munity to this day. His character is espoused 
in the individuals he inspired throughout his 
life, and his enduring principles live on in the 
hearts and minds of all those he met. May the 
memory of Dr. Lu continue to live on in all of 
us. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DICK 
ROSSBERG 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life of Dick Rossberg—fa-
ther, husband, grandfather, and Torrance pa-
triarch—who passed away on June 10, 2015, 
at the age of 87. 

Dick was a passionate and rare human 
being whose love of Torrance was evident in 
all he did. He was a resident of Torrance 
since 1956 and served on the City Council 
and as president of the chamber of com-
merce. He was president of the Palos Verdes 
Rotary, Hollywood Riviera Sportsman’s Club, 
Los Verdes Men’s Golf Club and South Bay 
Cities Association. 

Our community owes Dick a debt of grati-
tude for his many achievements. Dick was an 
advocate of Old Torrance redevelopment ef-
forts, ensuring that the history of Torrance 
would be passed on to future generations. He 
founded Torrance’s Community Energy Action 
Committee, which proved to be important dur-
ing the 1978 energy crisis. Dick helped build 
a nationally recognized economic education 
program in the city’s schools, as well. 

Dick has left a tremendous and indelible 
mark on the City of Torrance. He touched 
countless lives and made each of them better 
for having known him. 

Dick is survived by his wife of 62 years, 
June, his sons, Kirk and Chris, his daughters, 
Claudia McClain and Jill Carlton, and his three 
grandchildren. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the remarkable life of my dear friend, Dick 
Rossberg. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KEN FARFSING 

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Ken Farfsing, upon his retire-
ment as the City Manager of the City of Signal 
Hill, California on June 30, 2015. 

I’ve had the pleasure of working with Ken 
on local and state-wide issues for almost 20 
years while serving on the Long Beach City 
Council, in the California State Legislature, 
and now in the U.S. Congress, and I consider 
him to be a dear friend. 

Ken has over 33 years of experience in 
community development, redevelopment, eco-

nomic development and city management in 
five Southern California communities. Ken has 
spent the last 19 years serving the City of Sig-
nal Hill, and I am honored to recognize his 
outstanding career. 

Ken began his career with the City of Santa 
Fe Springs, California in 1981 as an intern. In 
1985 he was promoted to Community Devel-
opment Director. 

In 1988 he continued his career as the 
Community Development Director for the City 
of Downey. He later became Downey’s Assist-
ant City Manager and Director of Economic 
Development. He served as the City Manager 
of the City of South Pasadena for four years 
before coming to Signal Hill. 

Under his guidance, the city established 
three commercial centers, Town Center North, 
Town Center West and the Signal Hill Gate-
way Center. He facilitated the relocation of a 
Mercedes Benz dealership to Signal Hill and 
the expansion of Glenn E. Thomas Dodge 
Auto Dealership, growing sales tax revenues 
from 6 million dollars to more than 12 million 
dollars. Additionally, he completed the devel-
opment of six community parks and a new po-
lice station. 

Ken has been active in regional issues and 
a leader with expertise on water issues, work-
ing with the 27 area Gateway Cities Council of 
Government on water, storm water and urban 
runoff regulation and practices. He served as 
chair of the City Manager’s Steering Com-
mittee for the Gateway Cities Manager’s 
Group and was a member of the ‘‘Water Qual-
ity Task Force’’ of the League of California. 

Ken Farfsing’s leadership and service to the 
community of Signal Hill will be greatly 
missed. I want to wish him the very best as he 
retires. His impact on the city will always be 
remembered. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to ask all of my 
distinguished colleagues to join me in thanking 
Ken Farfsing for his 19 years of public service 
with the City of Signal Hill. 

f 

VICTOR VALLEY COLLEGE 
FOUNDATION TURNS 40 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cel-
ebrate the 40th anniversary of the Victor Val-
ley College Foundation’s establishment. This 
organization has helped Victor Valley College 
better serve my constituents of the High 
Desert by providing students the tools to 
achieve not only their academic goals, but life 
goals as well. Students have received more 
than $6 million in scholarships, allowing them 
to focus on their studies rather than how to 
pay for college. 

Through donations, grants, and partner-
ships, the Victor Valley College Foundation 
has expanded the budget of the Victor Valley 
College by nearly $50 million. In doing so, 
higher education has been more accessible 
than public funding alone would have allowed. 
Over the past 40 years, almost every depart-
ment and program at Victor Valley College 
has been supported by the Foundation, of 
which are the School of Nursing, Southern 
California Logistics Airport School of Aviation 
Technology, Solar Photovoltaic Design and In-

stallation, Automotive Technology Hybrid Vehi-
cle Maintenance, Geographic Information Sys-
tems, Contract and Community Education, and 
Paramedic Academy. 

The Victor Valley College Foundation has 
enriched campus life by supporting student ex-
perience programs that include the Associated 
Student Body, Athletics, Model United Nations, 
Performing Arts, and Tropical Research Insti-
tute. Among its major accomplishments, the 
Foundation helped open and outfit influential 
campus facilities like the Performing Arts Cen-
ter, Student Activities Center, Regional Public 
Safety Training Center, and the new Dr. Prem 
Reddy Health and Science Building. 

Finally, I would like to congratulate the 
Board Officers, Directors, Emeritus Council, 
and the Staff members on the Victor Valley 
College Foundation’s 40th Anniversary. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GLORIA WHETSTONE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Gloria Whetstone for 50 
years of service with the CHI Health Mercy 
Hospital in Council Bluffs, Iowa. Gloria was 
hired on March 6, 1965, and she is the first 
employee to be honored for this milestone an-
niversary. She has worked on every floor of 
the old and new hospital facilities, including 
the cardiac care unit, psychiatry unit, and in 
the Intensive Care Unit. Gloria is always will-
ing to lend a helping hand to her co-workers 
and has been an educator for many years, 
teaching Basic Life Support and Advanced 
Cardiac Life Support classes. 

Throughout her career, Gloria has volun-
teered in her community as an agent of 
change. She makes and donates crib sheets 
for Birthright, helps with funerals at St. Pat-
rick’s Church, makes cookies to send to our 
U.S. troops overseas, is involved in commu-
nity events through her local sorority, is an ac-
tive member of the Pioneer Garden Club, and 
helps out with the upkeep and maintenance of 
the neighborhood pool. Gloria and her hus-
band, James, have four children, 13 grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren. 

Gloria has been a mentor to many young 
nurses and monitor techs throughout her ca-
reer. She is a shining example of compassion 
and excellence in the work she does. Gloria 
received the Spirit of Mission Award given by 
CHI Health Mercy Hospital system, which is 
the highest honor given to employees and 
physicians. Gloria contributes daily to the or-
ganizational success by regularly dem-
onstrating excellence in all four core areas: 
reverence, integrity, compassion and excel-
lence. Gloria has touched many lives during 
her 50 years of service, she takes pride in her 
work, and is a testament to hard work and 
caring for others. 

Gloria Whetstone is an Iowan who has 
made our community and state proud. She 
has dedicated her life to helping and serving 
others, and it is with great honor that I recog-
nize her today. I know that my colleagues in 
the House join me in honoring her accomplish-
ments. I thank her for her service and wish 
her and her family all the best moving forward. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SUMMIT 

OF HOPE PROGRAM 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the Summit of Hope, which has become one 
of the most successful programs at reducing 
recidivism in the nation. Too many former in-
mates leave prison ill-prepared to find work 
and resume their lives, and the rate at which 
prisoners return to incarceration is far too 
high. The economic and human costs associ-
ated with high recidivism rates are unaccept-
able, and we must work for change. 

The Summit of Hope is a collaborative effort 
between the Illinois Department of Correc-
tions, the Illinois Department of Public Health 
and local organizations throughout the state. 
In 2014, over 13,000 parolees and proba-
tioners received resources and assistance 
which helps many of them along the path to 
successful re-entry into society. Overseen by 
Senior Community Outreach Administrator 
Marcus King, the Summit of Hope is an exam-
ple of how we can work together to address 
our most pressing challenges. 

Mr. Speaker, I will be joining Summit of 
Hope and community leaders at an event in 
North Chicago, Illinois. I consider it an honor 
to be a part of their initiative. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE PUBLIC 
SERVICE OF TOM PARROTT 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today, I wish to 
commemorate the public service of Tom 
Parrott. Tom is retiring from the Social Secu-
rity Administration after more than four dec-
ades of service to the millions of Americans 
who rely on Social Security. I serve as the 
Ranking Democrat on the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and over the years my colleagues 
and I and our staff have relied heavily on 
Tom’s thoughtful and accurate advice as we 
crafted Social Security and Supplemental Se-
curity Income legislation. We and our constitu-
ents owe Tom our thanks for his careful stew-
ardship of their contributions and the benefits 
they rely on to live. 

Tom’s roots at Social Security are deep, as 
his father of the same name and his mother 
served at SSA before him. In fact, Tom says 
he can remember polishing the family car so 
his parents could go to the movies with Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Ball. 

In January 1975, Tom began his service at 
Social Security as a claims representative in 
the Midtown Manhattan district office, before 
being assigned to the Rochester, New York 
and, subsequently, Redding, California district 
offices. In 1980, he was welcomed back to his 
home town of Baltimore as a policy analyst in 
the predecessor office of the current Office of 
Legislation and Congressional Affairs. He then 
devoted himself for the last 35 years to work-
ing on federal legislation, providing impartial 
and knowledgeable counsel. He has been Act-
ing Deputy Commissioner for Legislation and 

Congressional Affairs, and currently serves as 
Assistant Deputy Commissioner. 

Tom’s commitment to public service runs 
deeply. Prior to coming to Social Security, 
Tom was a VISTA volunteer and later a field 
health inspector working for the State with mi-
grant farm workers in the potato and apple 
growing regions of western New York. Tom is 
a 1972 graduate of Denison University, and 
completed the Federal Executive Institute’s 
Leadership for a Democratic Society program 
in 2005. He became a member of the Senior 
Executive Service in 2008. 

As evidenced by his long and successful 
service in SSA’s legislative affairs office, Tom 
has a keen eye for public policy, under-
standing the need to balance competing ob-
jectives in a politically and operationally work-
able fashion, and always with the Americans 
who rely on Social Security firmly in mind. We 
and our staffs have enjoyed working with 
Tom—one of his gifts is the ability to retain a 
calm demeanor and a sense of humor no mat-
ter what the situation. We have relied greatly 
on Tom’s assistance and wise counsel over 
the years. We thank him for his service, and 
we wish him a well-earned retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MS. JOYCE ANN BROWN 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Ms. Joyce Ann 
Brown of Dallas, Texas. Ms. Brown was 
wrongly convicted of aggravated robbery in 
1980 and unfairly served over nine years in 
prison despite her innocence. Following her 
release in 1989, Ms. Brown used her story to 
fight for justice for those wrongly convicted in 
Texas and around the country. Her passing on 
June 13, 2015 leaves a void in the city of Dal-
las and I join the Texas community in giving 
our condolences to the Brown family. 

Ms. Brown was raised in Dallas, Texas. In 
1980, at the age of 33 she was accused of 
murder after a local robbery turned violent. 
Despite eyewitness testimony verifying her 
alibi, Ms. Brown was wrongfully convicted. Fol-
lowing her conviction, Ms. Brown refused to 
be a victim of her circumstances and fought 
for a dignified release. 

After numerous appeal requests went unan-
swered, Ms. Brown was finally permitted a re- 
trial and released on bond on November 3, 
1989. After being incarcerated for nearly a 
decade for a crime she did not commit, she 
was finally able to see her charges dropped 
on February 14, 1990. 

Following her release, Ms. Brown served as 
an assistant for nine years to Dallas County 
Commissioner, John Wiley Price and later 
founded MASS, Mothers/Fathers for the Ad-
vancement of Social Systems. Ms. Brown’s or-
ganization aimed to use her experience and 
passion to help others who were wrongfully 
convicted. 

Ms. Brown spent the remainder of her life 
advocating on the behalf of currently and for-
merly incarcerated populations with the goal of 
promoting their successful reintegration into 
society. Her autobiography Joyce Brown: Jus-
tice Denied remains as a testament to both 

the events that led to her wrongful conviction 
and her commitment to ensuring justice for all 
following her exoneration. 

In honor of Ms. Joyce Ann Brown, a tireless 
advocate for justice, this statement will be en-
tered into the congressional record on Tues-
day, June 23, 2015. She will be remembered 
as a leader, trailblazer and true public servant 
for the state of Texas and beyond. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,689,167,905.61. We’ve 
added $7,525,812,118,992.53 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MR. 
JOHN R. ROZZO 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Mr. John R. Rozzo. Mr. 
Rozzo was highly respected within the com-
munity for his career as an educator, his dedi-
cation to the community, and his love for his 
friends and family. 

John was born on January 17th, 1941 to 
Samuel and Mary G. Airato Rozzo. He grad-
uated from Girard High School in 1958 and 
afterwards attended Youngstown State Univer-
sity, where he received his B.S. in Education 
in 1963. John began teaching social studies 
and science at St. Edward School in Youngs-
town in 1962 while working towards his Mas-
ter’s in Education, which he received in 1968 
from Westminster College. He eventually went 
on to serve as principal for St. Edwards 
School, Our Lady of Mt. Cannel in Niles, St. 
Dominic Elementary School in Youngstown, 
and St. Joseph Elementary School in 
Austintown before retiring in 2011. His legacy 
as a teacher and administrator lives on 
through all of his students whose lives he im-
pacted through his work. 

Mr. Rozzo was also a highly regarded lead-
er. He was a man who constantly sacrificed 
his time for his community. As an educator, he 
served as regional superintendent, member of 
the Trumbull County Parochial Schools Prin-
cipal’s Advisory Board, the Diocesan Board of 
Education and Athletic Director. At St. Joseph 
parish, he was a lector, Eucharistic minister, 
and leader of prayer. Being the advocate for 
education that he was, John served as judge 
and checker for the Vindicator Spelling Bee for 
over 40 years. He also showed a fierce com-
mitment to the Austintown Girls’ Softball 
league by serving as a president, coach, man-
ager and was inducted as a member of their 
hall of fame. 
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