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health. There are over 150 prisoners of con-
science in Vietnam. We should not forget 
them. 

Some have made the case that Vietnam 
has made progress in recent years with re-
spect to human rights, especially in regard to 
joining international agreements like the 
United Nations Convention Against Torture. In 
order for there to be real progress, the Viet-
namese Government needs to back up its 
words with actions. The Vietnamese Govern-
ment can show that it is serious about re-
specting and protecting human rights by 
crafting a new religion law that rolls back 
some of the many constraints on religious ac-
tivities, but early indications the new law will 
actually be more restrictive. Vietnam can lift its 
draconian Internet restrictions and allow for 
independent labor organizations. Labor protec-
tions and Internet freedom are critical eco-
nomic as well as human rights issues. 

Despite the dismal status for human rights 
in Vietnam, we can exert pressure on the Viet-
namese Government to cease these abuses. I 
have reintroduced the Vietnam Human Rights 
Act. The Vietnam Human Rights Act of 2015 
seeks to promote the development of freedom 
and democracy in Vietnam by stipulating that 
the United States can increase its non-human-
itarian assistance to Vietnam above FY2012 
levels only when the President is able to cer-
tify that the Government of Vietnam has made 
substantial progress in establishing human 
rights protections. The United States should 
not be rewarding the Vietnamese regime with 
taxpayer dollars when it continues to violently 
repress its own people. 

Swift Congressional action on this bill will 
send a strong message that U.S. will not tol-
erate continuing human rights abuses in Viet-
nam. Its enactment will send an unmistakable 
message to the Government of Vietnam that 
human rights improvements are fundamental 
to better relations, critically linked to our mu-
tual economic and security interests, and can-
not be ignored or bargained away. 

Those intent on passing TPP should also be 
concerned with maximizing leverage over Viet-
nam, with the Vietnamese Government mak-
ing true and lasting concessions on human 
rights, before we agree to provide them with 
the benefits of trade. 

In fact, we heard from a witness at a recent 
hearing I held, the Reverend Nguyen Manh 
Hung of the Mennonite Church of Vietnam, 
how a religious leader has been threatened by 
security forces who told him that once TPP is 
passed, his house of worship will be torn 
down. This is a message that Congress, and 
the American people need to hear, before we 
continue to debate TPP in the abstract: There 
should be no trade deal with Vietnam without 
milestones being met on human rights on a 
permanent and sustainable basis. 
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RECOGNIZING THE WAYNESBORO, 
PENNSYLVANIA YMCA FOR 100 
YEARS OF HISTORY AND SERV-
ICE 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Waynesboro Area YMCA on the 

occasion of its 100th year of service to the 
Waynesboro community. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association 
(YMCA) was first established in 1844, and has 
grown into a worldwide organization that rep-
resents the pursuit of a healthy body, mind, 
and spirit. The Waynesboro community has 
been fortunate to have the Waynesboro Area 
YMCA since 1915, and today I congratulate 
the organization for 100 years of positive im-
pact on the community. 

From the momentous laying of the original 
building’s cornerstone to today, the Waynes-
boro Area YMCA’s Board of Directors, staff, 
and community members have put an impres-
sive amount of work into continually growing 
and improving the Y’s impact on the commu-
nity. Countless renovations, fundraising efforts, 
and hours of work have enabled the Waynes-
boro Area Y to reach a community presence 
of which its 1915 founders would be proud. 

Today the Waynesboro Y has a member-
ship of nearly 3,600 people and offers more 
than 100 different programs. With a true com-
munal spirit, it financially assists over 300 
youth and 150 adults for membership and pro-
grams, providing over $90,000 in scholarships 
annually. Though much has changed about 
the Waynesboro Y, it has remained committed 
to the principles by which it was founded—the 
pursuit of a healthy body, mind, and spirit with 
a Christian basis. 

I am privileged to congratulate the Waynes-
boro Area YMCA for a century of history and 
service to the Waynesboro community, and to 
thank all who have helped this YMCA continue 
its success. 
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IN HONOR OF KEITH ISRAEL 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the remarkable public service career of 
Keith Israel, who is retiring as the General 
Manager of the Monterey Regional Water Pol-
lution Control Agency (MRWPCA), after 27 
years. Under Mr. Israel’s leadership, the 
MRWPCA has grown to serve 250,000 people 
and treat 18.5 million gallons each day. 

After obtaining a Bachelor of Science in 
Chemical Engineering and a Masters in both 
Environmental Engineering and Business Ad-
ministration, Mr. Israel worked for five years 
as General Manager of the Victor Valley 
Wastewater Reclamation District. In 1988, Mr. 
Israel came to the Monterey Peninsula and 
immediately began to revolutionize the work of 
the MRWPCA. In the 1990’s, MRWPCA con-
structed the Regional Treatment Plant (RTP) 
near Marina under his leadership. The effi-
ciency and new treatment plans spearheaded 
by Mr. Israel and brought about by the RTP’s 
development led to increased economic op-
portunity and business and housing develop-
ment in the Monterey region. Also in the 
1990’s, Mr. Israel began collaborating with the 
Monterey County Water Resources Agency to 
begin a project to reduce groundwater with-
drawal and allow for the use of recycled water 
for 12,000 acres of farmland in the Salinas 
Valley. 

Throughout his tenure at the MRWPCA, Mr. 
Israel has served as a visionary, coordinating 

the Salinas River Diversion Project and Pure 
Water Monterey Project, all while working tire-
lessly to facilitate collaboration between local 
leaders to advocate for sustainable water re-
sources. Because of Mr. Israel’s dedication to 
reducing the MRWPCA’s carbon footprint, the 
agency has made great strides in the imple-
mentation of environmentally progressive proc-
esses, leading to recognition such as the 
Breathe California Central Coast Clean-Air 
Award and a partnership with ENERGY STAR. 
Mr. Israel has also built a personal reputation 
of excellence in the industry; throughout his 
career, he has served on the Boards of Amer-
ican Water Works Association and WateReuse 
Association and maintained leadership posi-
tions in the California Association of Sanitation 
Agencies. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for the 
whole House in sharing our gratitude to Keith 
for a job well done and extend our best wish-
es to him and his family this next chapter of 
life. I know that even in retirement, he will still 
find himself involved in the community and 
continue to better the Monterey Peninsula just 
as he has done through his work at the 
MRWPCA these last 27 years. 
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RECOGNIZING LT. CHRIS MILLER 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize Lieutenant Chris J. 
Miller, Commanding Officer of Coast Guard 
Station Channel Islands Harbor, on the special 
occasion of his transfer to the Coast Guard 
District Eight New Orleans District Response 
Advisory Team. 

During his time as Commanding Officer, 
Lieutenant Miller expertly managed 51 active 
duty and reserve personnel while directing the 
safe and efficient completion of over 3,000 un-
derway hours, conducting more than 1,400 
missions and sorties in support of 176 Search 
and Rescue cases and 300 recreational and 
commercial boardings. His leadership resulted 
in the saving of 53 lives, the preservation of 
over 4.5 million dollars in property, and signifi-
cantly improved boating safety along the coast 
of California. 

Under his command, Lieutenant Miller regu-
larly held annual National Safe Boating expos, 
each hosting between 800 to 1,000 visitors 
annually and provided an average of 420 tours 
of station boats including hosting 22 marine 
supply vendors, fire rescue, police, Red Cross 
and local maritime organizations. The Expo 
continues to issue over 90 new lifejackets and 
promote rescue demonstrations that are highly 
successful and showcase the efforts made by 
the United States Coast Guard. 

Additionally, Lieutenant Miller’s outstanding 
leadership has resulted in his receipt of nu-
merous awards and accolades to include the 
Coast Guard Commendation and Coast Guard 
Achievement Medals, Commandant Letter of 
Commendation Medals, Coast Guard Good 
Conduct Medals, as well as a number of other 
personal and service awards. 

Along with his exemplary service in the 
United States Coast Guard, Lieutenant Miller 
is an active leader in the community balancing 
a rigorous work schedule with serving commu-
nity needs in several local organizations. He 
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volunteered with the Camarillo YMCA and the 
Naval Base Ventura, Youth Sports Association 
where he coached basketball and soccer for 
six youth teams. He volunteered at local 
homeless shelters and rescue missions distrib-
uting food at Thanksgiving and giving out gifts 
at Christmas. He routinely opened the station 
for tours to local schools and provided out-
reach by visiting and speaking at local schools 
during Career Day functions. 

For over two decades, Lieutenant Miller’s 
exceptional career and community involve-
ment is indicative of his commitment to serv-
ing his country. As he embarks on a new 
chapter in his life as Commanding Officer for 
the Coast Guard District Response Advisory 
Team in New Orleans, Louisiana, I want to ex-
press my sincere appreciation for Lieutenant 
Miller’s honorable and selfless service to our 
community. I wish him the best in all his future 
endeavors. 
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RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING 
MIKE RINGLER 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize and commend John 
Michael ‘‘Mike’’ Ringler on the occasion of his 
retirement, having served for 17 years on the 
House Appropriations Committee. In total, he 
has provided more than 27 years of distin-
guished, quiet service to our country. His in-
tegrity stands as a model for us all. 

Mike, a native of Rector, Pennsylvania, 
graduated from Georgetown University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service, en-
hancing his experience by studying abroad in 
the United Kingdom and Ecuador. He also 
earned a Master of Public and International 
Affairs from the University of Pittsburgh. Mike 
counts himself as an avid fan of Steelers foot-
ball and Hoyas basketball, and he fine tunes 
his own basketball skills at weekend games 
with friends and colleagues. 

Mike began his career in Washington, D.C. 
in 1987 as a Presidential Management Intern 
at the U.S. Information Agency, Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs. From there, 
he rose through the ranks as a budget analyst 
then financial manager by 1996 before spend-
ing a year as the budget officer for the Broad-
casting Board of Governors. In 1997, he start-
ed his dedicated service to the House Appro-
priations Committee, serving as Professional 
Staff from 1997 through 2001; Majority Clerk 
and Staff Director from 2002 through 2006; 
Minority Clerk and Staff Director from 2007 
through 2010; and finally as Majority Clerk and 
Staff Director from 2011 through the early 
spring of 2015. Mike spent his entire Congres-
sional career working on the Commerce, Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Subcommittee, where he was re-
sponsible for leading the review, analysis, and 
production of the annual appropriations bill 
providing more than $50 billion for the Depart-
ment of Commerce, the Department of Jus-
tice, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, the National Science Foundation, 
and several related agencies. He also 
oversaw spending for various State Depart-
ment programs and the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Mike recently has gone back to his roots and 
now works for his alma mater, the University 
of Pittsburgh. 

Mike’s contributions extend beyond his role 
on the Appropriations Committee. For years, 
he participated as a reading mentor with Ev-
erybody Wins! in Washington, D.C., a literacy 
mentor program with one-on-one, read-aloud 
sessions. Mike’s other passions include 
music—both playing guitar and attending clas-
sical Indian music recitals and small music 
venues. 

Mr. Speaker, Mike Ringler has left a tan-
gible, lasting imprint on the Congress where 
he was known as a calm, diligent force on the 
Committee and a trusted mentor for profes-
sional staff and fellow clerks alike. He will be 
remembered for his many contributions to the 
Committee. I wish Mike and his family contin-
ued success as he enters this next stage of 
his life, and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
expressing my appreciation for his tremendous 
contributions to our nation. 
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REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MR. 
WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ CLEMENS 
WALKER 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Mr. William ‘‘Bill’’ Clemens 
Walker, who passed away peacefully on April 
24, 2015. Bill was born to his loving parents 
Lewis and Ina Walker on May 5, 1925. He 
was raised in Southern Illinois where he at-
tended a one-room schoolhouse, and while at-
tending school he began working in his fa-
ther’s general merchandise store in 
Grantsburg, IL as well as his father’s furniture 
store in Vienna, IL. 

Bill was very successful in his schooling 
having graduated from Vienna Township High 
School in 1942, Northwestern University in 
1945, and the Harvard Business School’s Mid- 
Officer Certificate program for Navy Supply 
Corps Officers in 1945. Bill was very kind and 
hardworking but above all else, he loved his 
family and they were his most prized posses-
sion. For all who knew Bill, one of his proud-
est achievements in life had been serving as 
an Ensign in the U.S. Navy. He was stationed 
as Commissary Officer on Guam, until he was 
honorably discharged in 1946. Bill later dedi-
cated over 32 years working for General Elec-
tric (GE) in computer systems until finally retir-
ing in 1988. Bill was passionate about cook-
ing, photography, writing, and working with 
computers. 

On January 16, 1955 Bill married Ms. Joyce 
(Harkins) Walker in northern Georgia and later 
the pair welcomed their son Jeffrey and 
daughter Nancy. After Joyce’s passing, Bill 
married BettyAnn Walker in 1997. The pair 
lived in Naples, Florida until his passing this 
year. Bill is preceded in death by his father 
Lewis; mother Ina; wife Joyce; and his two 
brothers Newton and James. He leaves be-
hind his wife BettyAnn; son Jeff; daughter 
Nancy; sister Elizabeth; and seven grand-
children. I would like to extend my deepest 
condolences to Bill’s entire family. He was a 
great man whose legacy will continue to live 
on, and he will be missed. 

CONGRATULATING MR. AND MRS. 
CARL AND HEIDE HAGAR ON 
THEIR 50TH WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Mr. and Mrs. Carl and Heide Hagar 
on their 50th Wedding Anniversary, which they 
will be celebrating on July 10, 2015. 

Carl was born in Oklahoma and grew up in 
Arkansas. After Carl joined the United States 
Army, he was deployed to Germany. During 
his time in Germany, he met his wife, Heide, 
who was born in Altenmunster, Germany. 
Through their married years they lived in Ger-
many, Vietnam, and the United States. Carl 
and Heide settled in Iberia, Missouri and have 
lived there since 1979. After 22 years of serv-
ice in the United States Army, Carl retired. 
Heide worked in the Mess Hall at Fort Leon-
ard Wood, Missouri for 29 years. They have 
raised three children, Lou Ann Elmore, Walter 
Stephen Hagar, and Jeffery Andrew Hagar. 

Marriage is a sacred institution that rep-
resents true love, commitment, and dedication 
to family. This is a special time to celebrate 
and showcase the depth of your love and de-
votion to one another. 

I ask you in joining me in recognizing Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Hagar on this momentous occa-
sion. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ADEL 
HAGEKHALIL 

HON. TONY CÁRDENAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Adel Hagekhalil, Assistant Di-
rector for the City of Los Angeles’ Bureau of 
Sanitation, on his election as President of the 
National Association of Clean Water Agencies 
(NACWA). The Bureau of Sanitation is respon-
sible for operating and maintaining one of the 
world’s largest wastewater collection and treat-
ment systems. Over 6,500 miles of sewers 
serve more than four million residential and 
business customers in Los Angeles and 29 
contracting cities and agencies, treating an av-
erage of 550 million gallons of wastewater 
each day of the year. 

Adel is a dynamic leader who has shown an 
unparalleled ability to collaborate and bring di-
verse interests together for a common 
cause—strengths ideally suited for the 
NACWA Presidency. During this transition 
year for NACWA, Adel’s steady leadership 
style will help ensure that the Association will 
build on its 45-year record of being a dynamic 
and forward-thinking environmental organiza-
tion. 

Beyond his wealth of environmental, engi-
neering, and management expertise, Adel uti-
lized a collaborative approach to watershed- 
based solutions that garnered broad support 
among the public, business, elected officials, 
regulators and policymakers. He moves the 
needle in the right direction, is results-ori-
ented, and gets the job done. 
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