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CELEBRATING THE LIFE, LEGACY 

AND WORK OF REVEREND DR. 
JAMES E. GUNTHER 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 19, 2015 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
today to recognize and honor the life of Rev-
erend Dr. James E. Gunther, the well re-
spected Pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, ecumenist and an elder 
among African American Lutheran Pastors. I 
am honored to acknowledge the life and con-
tributions of one of Harlem’s forward thinking 
religious leaders of the 21st century. 

On June 20th, at Harlem’s historic Trans-
figuration Lutheran Church, the Harlem com-
munity gathers to memorialize Dr. Gunther. He 
devoted his life to enlightening African Ameri-
cans and is noted for illuminating our spiritual 
enlargement to embrace a global unification 
and cultural learning. 

Reverend Dr. James E. Gunther served the 
Harlem community and was a man of pur-
pose, passion and true conviction in service to 
others. Known as a ‘‘Poor, Humble, Parish 
priest, he served for a brief time at Nativity Lu-
theran Church and Tabernacle Lutheran 
Church, Philadelphia, as part of the Center 
City Lutheran Parish, before moving on to 
Transfiguration Lutheran Church in Harlem 
where he served for 38 years, retiring in 1998. 
A year later he was named Pastor Emeritus. 

A life-long teacher, leader and visionary, he 
led a large parish with many Caribbean roots 
at the Transfiguration Lutheran Church. He 
was a member of the Governing Board of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
USA (NCC) representing the Lutheran Church 
of America (LCA). A Humanitarian, he served 
as a Board member of the National Committee 
of Black Churchmen. Focusing on Economic 
Justice Working Group, the Division of Over-
seas Ministry and the Committee on Research 
and Planning, he served as a Board member 
of the National Committee of Black Church-
men. 

Through Reverend Gunther, illustrious lead-
ership, he founded and chaired the Harlem 
College Assistance Project from 1964–1977 
sending more than 5,000 young black and 
Hispanic students to college. An inspiriting 
thought leader, he served on the Harlem 
Urban Development Corporation, the Board of 
the Roosevelt Island Corporation, the New 
York Urban Coalition and the Ministerial Inter-
faith Association. 

A man way ahead of his time, Dr. Gunther, 
was born on May 5, 1932 in Philadelphia, PA. 
Educated in Philadelphia Public Schools, he 
continued his collegiate journey attending the 
University of Pennsylvania. He holds degrees 
from Philadelphia College of the Bible, Hough-
ton College, the Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary at Philadelphia, and Harvard University 
with studies in Psychology, Religion, Theology 
and Church and Society. 

A worldwide global vanguard, Dr. Gunther 
served on the Executive council of the LCA 
and represented the church at the 1977 Sixth 
Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in 
Dar es Salaam, East Africa, working on the 
Statement Human Rights and the Statement 
on South Africa. Dr. Gunther encouraged all 
that he met ‘‘To Think Globally While Acting 
Locally’’. 

In addition, Dr. Gunther served as Trustee 
of Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, PA; 
Wagner College, Staten Island, NY and Muh-
lenberg University, Allentown, PA. He subse-
quently served as a Board Member of Augs-
burg Fortress Publishers, an Adjunct Professor 
at Christ Bible College, Malcolm King College 
(associated with Fordham University and 
Marymount-Manhattan College, and the Lu-
theran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in recognizing 
Reverend Dr. James E. Gunther, and his con-
tributions and innovations that have positively 
impacted the quality of life for countless citi-
zens across this Nation. His unwavering dedi-
cation, commitment, and spiritual guidance is 
worthy of our Nation’s highest esteem. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘KEEP 
OUR PENSION PROMISES ACT’’ 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 19, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the ‘‘Keep Our Pension Promises 
Act.’’ 

Pensions are one of the surest means to af-
ford millions of middle class families an oppor-
tunity for security in retirement, to enjoy their 
golden years without being afraid that they 
haven’t saved enough money or what they 
have saved could run out. Pensions guarantee 
our senior citizens will know they have a 
check arriving every month for as long as they 
live. This is true retirement security. 

For forty years the federal pension law has 
ensured that retirees are given the highest 
level of protection. For forty years, the Em-
ployee Retirement Income Security Act, or 
ERISA, controlled that pension benefits in mul-
tiemployer plans should be cut only when a 
plan runs out of money—and even then, the 
benefits of retirees should be the last to be 
cut. This has held tried and true because it 
was the right thing to do. Retirees worked 
their entire life to earn the promise and benefit 
of a guaranteed pension. 

This was all uprooted by Congress’ Decem-
ber vote on the Omnibus funding bill. A provi-
sion that was stuck into the 1,600 page Omni-
bus bill, at the last minute, forced a decision 
between shutting down the government and 
cutting retiree’s pension benefits for the first 
time ever. 

An estimated 1 million participants, including 
retirees, are in multi-employer pension plans 
that federal officials say are in danger of run-
ning out of money in the near future. The pro-
vision Congress passed allowed for the first 
time for the benefits of current retirees to be 
cut as part of a deal to address the fiscal dis-
tress confronting some of the nation’s multi- 
employer pension plans, having a direct im-
pact on 1.5 million American retirees. 

This was wrong and today I introduce the 
‘‘Keep Our Pension Promises Act’’ with Sen-
ator BERNIE SANDERS of Vermont, to correct 
this short sighted effort. 

This Act corrects the injustices bestowed 
upon our most vulnerable retirees by restoring 
anti-cutback rules so that retirees in financially 
troubled multi-employer pension plans are pro-
tected from having their earned benefits cut. 

It will allow plans to partition off ‘‘orphaned’’ 
participants into a separate plan, giving partici-
pating employers relief from having to shoul-
der the full financial burden and risk of under-
funded ‘‘orphaned’’ participants—ensuring the 
ability for plans to become financially secure 
once more. 

Recognizing that funding is the ultimate con-
cern, the act shores up the Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corp and creates a legacy fund to 
ensure participants in partitioned plans will 
continue to receive the benefits they depend 
upon. The costs to create this fund are cov-
ered by closing tax loopholes the very wealthy 
use to accumulate expensive artwork and 
avoid estate and gift taxes. 

Further the bill ensures pension obligations 
are prioritized during bankruptcies, which will 
help the remaining employers in the plan by 
making it less likely they become responsible 
for underfunded orphan plans. 

Our pension system has allowed our senior 
citizens the opportunity to enjoy their years of 
hard work in retirement and receive the pay-
outs they spent a life time to earn. This effort 
recognizes that shared sacrifices are the ap-
propriate course of action to address weak-
ness in pension plans. I encourage my col-
leagues to support this measure and correct 
the misguided action passed in last year’s 
Omnibus funding bill. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 250TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF SHARON, MASSA-
CHUSETTS 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 19, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the 250th anniversary of the found-
ing of Sharon, Massachusetts, a town whose 
slogan ‘‘A Better Place to Live Because It’s 
Naturally Beautiful’’ is uncontroverted. 
Sharon’s landscape represents a classic New 
England destination with its tree-lined streets, 
pristine white church spires encasing bells 
manufactured by Paul Revere, its forested 
high plains and the peacefulness of Lake 
Massapoag. 

First settled in 1637 as part of the Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony, Sharon was established 
as the 2nd precinct of its neighboring town 
Stoughton in 1740. On June 21, 1765, an act 
passed by the Council and the House of Rep-
resentatives and signed by Governor Bernard 
incorporated the second precinct of Stoughton 
into the district named Stoughtonham. It was 
subsequently named after the Sharon plains in 
Israel due to its plentiful forests and greenery. 
Engrained in the history of Sharon is the 
strength of its townspeople who manufactured 
weapons for the Continental Army during the 
American Revolution. The heroism of the colo-
nial townspeople of Sharon is exemplified by 
the historical figure Deborah Sampson, a 
woman who disguised herself as a man in 
order to display her patriotism by fighting for 
her country in the Revolutionary War. 

Present day Sharon has become a beacon 
for its thriving culture. Local artists and busi-
nesses have contributed to the unique char-
acter of this charming Massachusetts town. 

A boisterous population of 18,000 individ-
uals inhabit Sharon, providing the town with 
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diversity of race, religion, and personalities. 
But one thing is a constant in Sharon: the 
friendliness of its townspeople. As my home-
town, where I resided for over half a century, 
I had the pleasure of a place that valued the 
meaning of friendship. The people of Sharon 
are kind, tolerant, spirited and it is due to their 
love of neighborliness that Sharon has been 
able to remain a steadfast community, truly 
representing the very best that our Common-
wealth and our country has to offer. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
the 250th anniversary of Sharon, Massachu-
setts. May this beautiful Massachusetts town 
flourish for many years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COL. PETE 
HILGARTNER 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 19, 2015 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to re-
member a truly selfless resident of Great 
Falls, Virginia, Col. Pete Hilgartner. 

Not long after graduating high school Col. 
Hilgartner began his service to our nation by 
enlisting in the U.S. Marine Corps. He re-
ceived a fleet appointment to the U.S. Naval 
Academy and upon graduation in 1951 was 
commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. 

During the Korean War, he served as an ar-
tillery forward observer and received the 
Bronze Star with Combat ‘‘V’’ for meritorious 
conduct against the enemy in these actions. 

In Vietnam, he commanded the 1st Bat-
talion, Fifth Marine Regiment, the most deco-
rated combat battalion in the U.S. Marine 
Corp. His tour as Battalion Commander of a 
frontline Marine Infantry Battalion was one of 
the longest of any during the war and his bat-
talion fought in numerous actions, including 
every major action that occurred in the 1st 
Marine Division sector from November 1966 to 
September 1967. His six and a half foot stat-
ure earned him the name ‘‘Highpockets’’ by 
his Marines, who loved him for his com-
petency and his concern for his men’s welfare. 

Under his command, his unit received two 
Presidential Unit Citations, for Operations 
Union, Union II, and Swift. Col. Hilgartner him-
self was awarded twice the Vietnamese Cross 
of Gallantry with Palm, the Legion of Merit, 
and the Silver Star medal, for gallantry in com-
bat during Operation Swift. 

Upon completion of his first tour, Col. 
Hilgartner completed a Master’s degree only 
to return for an additional tour as a staff officer 
in Saigon eventually achieving the rank of 
Colonel by the time of his retirement from ac-
tive duty in 1972. From there he would transi-
tion into a successful career in the brokerage 
investment business, author of two books and 
serve as an active member of the community; 
holding multiple roles as a Virginia Hunter 
Education Instructor, President of both the 
McLean Rotary Club and Northern Virginia 
Brittany Club, and in the aftermath of Sep-
tember 11th led the Great Falls Memorial 
Committee helping create the Great Falls Me-
morial in the remembrance of those lost in the 
September 11th attacks. 

Col. Hilgartner is survived by his wife, Sara 
Hilgartner, his five children by his first wife, 
Frances Haynes Hilgartner: Linda Bassett, 
Diana Boyd, Dale Cirillo, David Hilgartner, and 
Paul Hilgartner, 10 grandchildren, five great- 
grandchildren, his stepson Greg Fernlund and 
his step-grandchildren. ‘‘Uncle Pete’’ was also 
a loving uncle and grandfather to his de-
ceased brother Fielding’s 5 children and 11 
grandchildren. 

Col. Hilgartner will always be remembered 
for his heroic service to his nation and will 
truly be missed by all of the many lives that 
he touched and enriched. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE, LEGACY, 
AND WORK OF CLEMENTE PUGH 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 19, 2015 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
celebrate the life, legacy, and work of my dear 
distinguished friend, Clemente Pugh who was 
affectionately known to all of as ‘‘Clem’’. As a 

strong believer in the power of knowledge, she 
demonstrated the importance of learning and 
expanding educational opportunities to women 
and African Americans throughout our great 
Nation. On June 20th, at Harlem’s historic, 
The Riverside Church, family and community 
gathers to memorialize Clem’s life and con-
tributions to opening our minds to the impor-
tance of culture, honesty, and knowledge. 

On April 11, 1925, Clemente was born to Al-
berta and Otho High in Raleigh, North Caro-
lina. She attended Shaw University where she 
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree. She began 
her career as a psychiatric social worker, mov-
ing on to becoming a public school teacher 
and eventually, a professor at Hunter and Leh-
man Colleges of the City University of New 
York. After 20 years of service at Lehman Col-
lege, she was awarded the title of Professor 
Emeritus Education. She went on to earn a 
Master of Social Work degree in 1949 from 
New York’s Columbia University and a Doc-
torate in Education from the University of Mas-
sachusetts at Amherst in 1982 where she was 
awarded the prestigious title of Professor 
Emeritus of Education for her teachings. 

Clem vividly strived for honesty and under-
standing. She made it her duty to present oth-
ers with the awareness she obtained. Her tire-
less effort to engage, enjoy, and educate peo-
ple touched the hearts of every person she 
met. A woman ahead of her time, Clemente 
Pugh tackled the many realms of ‘‘isms’’ in-
cluding, racism, sexism and classism. Her life 
was devoted to acknowledging and improving 
how these infected opinions affect African 
American people. With her remarkable resil-
ience, I am proud to have called Clemente 
and her husband, Douglas Pugh, my dear and 
very special friends. I know that her legacy will 
live on for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me as we pay tribute 
to such a treasure to our community. I pledge 
to continue to carry out her tradition of pro-
voking thought and feeling for all who have 
lost their way, or simply need to be reminded 
of who we are, what we come from, and how 
we can overcome any obstacle presented be-
fore us. 
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