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Fund, and the National Women’s Council fa-
cilitated through the AAUW National office.

Throughout the years, the Flint branch has
been a strong supporter of Title IX and would
keep area schools and athletic associations
apprised of issues at the national level. The
branch also actively supports non-profit orga-
nizations in Genesee County such as Carriage
Town Mission, Whaley Children’s Center and
UM-Flint's MPowering My Success program.
In the 1960s and 1970s the Flint branch of the
AAUW organized large book sales at the Gen-
esee Valley Mall to promote literacy and gen-
erate funds for its philanthropic endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud the work done by
the AAUW Flint Branch and thank them for the
service they have provided to the City of Flint
and the surrounding communities.

——

TRIBUTE TO TAIWAN PRESIDENT
MA YING-JEOU ON PEACE AND
DIPLOMACY

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press my unwavering support to the people of
the Republic of China Taiwan. The United
States and Taiwan are two like-minded coun-
tries. The Taiwanese people share our same
cultural values of respect for individual lib-
erties, freedom of speech, adherence to the
rule of law, and support for human rights.

| would also like to take this opportunity to
share a speech entitled “True Friendship
Lasts Forever” delivered by Taiwan President
Ma Ying-jeou on June 2, 2015, at a video con-
ference at Stanford University. In his speech,
President Ma delineated the importance of fu-
ture cooperation opportunities between our
two countries. Below is the summary of Presi-
dent Ma’s speech. For the full transcript,
please visit the website of the office of the
President of the Republic of China: http://
www.president.gov.tw

“I am very happy to be here for today’s vid-
eoconference. This year marks the 70th anni-
versary of the end of World War Il, as well as
the Republic of China’s (ROC) victory in the
War of Resistance Against Japan. In July
1937, two years before World War Il broke
out, ROC forces began fighting against Japa-
nese aggression alone, and for four long
years, they continued with virtually no outside
help. It wasn’t until the Pearl Harbor attack in
December 1941 that the ROC joined forces
with the Allies to declare war against Japan,
Germany, and ltaly.

Although the ROC and U.S. severed diplo-
matic ties in 1979, barely three months later,
the U.S. Congress passed the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act (TRA). Under that Act, Taiwan is
treated as a foreign government for purposes
of U.S. law and in U.S. courts. The Act also
requires the U.S. to provide Taiwan with de-
fensive weapons.

Since | came into office in 2008, mutual
ROC-U.S. trust has been restored at the high-
est levels of government. And over the past
two years, there have been frequent, recip-
rocal visits by high-level officials. In April 2014,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Admin-
istrator Gina McCarthy visited Taiwan, and
Charles Rivkin, Assistant Secretary of State
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for Economic and Business Affairs is visiting
Taiwan now. At the same time, heads of var-
ious ROC government agencies have visited
the U.S., so there is a solid foundation of mu-
tual trust there.

In addition to strong security ties, Taiwan-
U.S. trade relations have also made significant
progress over the last few years. In March
2013, after a five-year hiatus, we reopened
negotiations with the U.S. under the Trade
and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA),
a platform set up in 1994 to facilitate talks in
trade and investment matters. We have con-
tinued bilateral consultations in a series of 12
work conferences, and have made significant
progress. At the end of March 2015, the ROC
is America’s 10th largest trading partner, sur-
passing Brazil and Saudi Arabia, and the U.S.
is Taiwan’s third largest, after mainland China
and Japan.

Let me turn to cross-strait relations. Over
the past seven years, Taiwan and mainland
China have signed 21 agreements. During that
same period, visitors from mainland China
have made over 14 million trips to Taiwan, al-
most four million of them in the past year
alone. So the cross-strait situation is more sta-
ble and peaceful than it has ever been in the
past 66 years.

In addition to seeking stable development in
cross-strait and ROC-U.S. relations, Taiwan
has also taken concrete actions over the past
few years to be a regional peacemaker in both
the East China Sea, and the South China
Sea. Back in August 2012, | proposed the
East China Sea Peace Initiative. That Initiative
asks stakeholders to forgo conflict in favor of
peaceful negotiations, and emphasizes co-
operation in sharing resources. Eight months
later in April 2013, Taiwan and Japan signed
a fisheries agreement that embodies the spirit
of that Initiative, and solved a fisheries dispute
between Taiwan and Japan that has troubled
both countries for 40 years. That agreement
elicited widespread praise and support from
the global community. Secretary of State John
Kerry has publicly stated that the ROC—Japan
fisheries agreement is a model for promoting
regional stability, and that the principles at the
heart of the East China Sea Peace Initiative
apply to all of the waters in Asia.

In the East China Sea, the East China Sea
Peace Initiative encourages stakeholders to
shelve their disputes, and cooperate to create
win-win situations. Its success makes it a
model for peaceful development in the South
China Sea. On May 26, 2015, | formally an-
nounced the South China Sea Peace Initiative,
hoping that the relevant parties will: “shelve
sovereignty dispute, pursue peace and reci-
procity, and promote joint exploration and de-
velopment.” By upholding those principles, we
hope that all the parties involved will work to-
gether to maintain regional peace and pro-
mote regional development. A U.S. State De-
partment official stated that the U.S. appre-
ciates the proposals in the South China Sea
Peace Initiative. | sincerely hope that all of the
outstanding scholars and experts gathered
here will support the pursuit of peace.”

Mr. Speaker, this tribute recognizes the im-
portance of the relationship between the
United States and the Republic of China Tai-
wan as strategic partners under the Taiwan
Relations Act.
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RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF SENIOR JUDGE WIL-
LIAM STAFFORD

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Judge William Stafford for his 40
years as a federal judge on the bench of the
United States District Court for the Northern
District of Florida. Since receiving his appoint-
ment by President Gerald Ford on May 30,
1975, Judge Stafford has worked tirelessly to
uphold our Constitution, and his service is a
true testament to his patriotism and commit-
ment to justice.

Judge Stafford’s service to our Nation
began many years prior to his appointment as
a federal judge, when, as a recent law school
graduate, he joined the United States Navy,
serving with honor and distinction until 1960.
After nearly a decade in private practice,
Judge Stafford served as a United States At-
torney for the Northern District of Florida from
1969 until he received his appointment to
serve as a federal judge.

During his time on the bench, Judge Staf-
ford has served in numerous important posi-
tions, including more than 10 years as Chief
Judge of the United States District Court for
the Northern District of Florida and nearly 20
years as Senior Judge. In addition, he also
served for 7 years as a judge on the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Court, which helps
ensure that our Nation remains safe from
those who seek to do us harm.

As a result of his excellence on the bench,
Judge Stafford has received numerous profes-
sional appointments and awards. He served
nearly a decade on the Committees of Judicial
Conference of the United States, a position
appointed by the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court, in addition to myriad committee assign-
ments with the Florida Bar, and a term as
President of the District Judges Association of
the Eleventh Circuit. Judge Stafford has also
received recognitions including the Temple
Law Alumni Achievement Award and the
American Bar Association’s Law Day USA Na-
tional Speech Award, and his commitment to
the legal profession saw him help found the
American Inns of Court's Tallahassee Inn,
which was renamed the William H. Stafford
American Inn of Court in his honor.

Judge Stafford’s commitment to service and
dedication to his community extend far beyond
his judicial service, and he has served both St.
John’s Episcopal Church in Tallahassee and
Christ Church in Pensacola, in addition to
service in the Brotherhood of St. Andrew and
the Dioceses of Florida and of the Central Gulf
Coast. As a leader in civic society, Judge Staf-
ford is a longtime Rotary Club member, having
served as President of the Tallahassee Rotary
Club and received awards such as the Fred-
erick Clifton Moor Award; served as President
of the Tallahassee YMCA; and served on nu-
merous Boards, including the Friends of Leon
County Library Board, Sacred Heart Hospital
of Pensacola’s Board of Directors, as well as
the Board of Directors of the Pensacola Sym-
phony. He is also a longtime member of fra-
ternal organizations and has received both the
Grand Cross of Honour from the Scottish Rite
and was named Grand Orator.
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Our Constitutional system of government
enshrined checks and balances and three co-
equal but separate branches of government,
and in order to uphold our Constitution, it is
vital that we have honorable public servants
like Judge Stafford willing to dedicate their
professional careers to service in the judicial
branch. On behalf of the House of Represent-
atives, | am privileged to recognize Judge
Stafford’s 40 years on the federal bench, and
my wife Vicki and | send our best wishes for
many more years to Judge Stafford; his wife,
Nancy; sons William Ill, Donald and David; six
grandchildren; and the entire Stafford family.

———

HONORING THE UPCOMING WED-
DING OF ALEX FERNANDEZ AND
ROBERT WOLFARTH

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the upcoming nuptials of Alex
Fernandez and Robert Wolfarth.

Robert Wolfarth and Alex Fernandez of
south Florida will be getting married in the Dis-
trict of Columbia at the Florida House on Cap-
itol Hill. Their wedding ceremony marks the
first same-sex marriage at the Florida House
following its lawful recognition in the state
through judicial ruling.

Giving back to their community has been a
centerpiece of Robert and Alex’s professional
lives and of their relationship. Robert, the
grandson of former Miami Mayor William M.
Wolfarth, and Alex, a public servant since the
age of 15, met on September 25th, 2006 at
Miami-Dade County Hall where Alex worked at
the time as a Press Secretary. The two were
immediately bonded by a shared passion for
public service.

Alex proudly served as an aide to Miami
Beach Mayor Matti Herrera Bower and was
her liaison to the LGBT Affairs Committee
playing an instrumental role in the inaugural
Miami Beach Gay Pride. As a successful real
estate entrepreneur, Robert's most cherished
professional accomplishment has been hiring
an undocumented immigrant, helping her be-
come an American citizen, obtain a real estate
salesperson license, and achieve the Amer-
ican Dream of homeownership. A member of
the Miami Beach Hispanic Affairs Board, Alex
has been an active advocate for workforce
housing for residents being displaced from
their homes and community by the rising cost
of living and real estate values.

Among their many professional and civic en-
deavors, Robert and Alex are most proud of
their mutual service to the communities they
love, Miami-Dade County and Miami Beach.
Whether it be through the rescue of their three
dogs from the shelter, or the distribution of
pumpkin pies to the less fortunate on Thanks-
giving, or through their past service on the
Planning, Affordable Housing, or Charter Re-
view Boards, Robert and Alex find in each day
of their relationship the opportunity to make a
positive impact in the lives of others.

Through their marriage and the continued
support of their friends and loved ones, Robert
and Alex hope to demonstrate that as a na-
tion, states, and communities we are strength-
ened through the contributions of countless
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loving and committed American same-sex
couples seeking the fundamental right to the
pursuit of happiness.

On this special occasion, | wish Robert and
Alex many continued years of love, health,
and happiness as they enter this blessed new
stage of their lives together.

————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF FRED
MILLER

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to remem-
ber the life of Fred Miller of Toledo, Ohio.
Passing from this life at the age of 88, Fred
lived life to the fullest.

Fred Miller was born on March 28, 1925 to
Mattie and Roy Miller. A lifelong Toledoan, he
graduated from DeVilbiss High School in 1943
and soon followed graduation with service in
the U.S. Army Air Corps in Europe until after
World War Il. Upon his return home, he en-
rolled in the University of Toledo where he
graduated in 1949 with a degree in electrical
engineering. A few months later he married
his wife Dorothy. Dorothy and Fred were mar-
ried 64 years and together raised three sons.

Fred Miller built his career at the Toledo
Edison Company, giving the company 38
years of service.

A man of faith and service to others, Fred
was an active member of Aldersgate United
Methodist Church where he served on the fi-
nance committee for many years. He also
found time to serve as a Boy Scout leader.

Retirement saw Fred furthering his skills as
an angler, fishing all over North America from
Alaska to the Florida Keys. He and Dorothy
were fortunate to travel the world. He was also
able to indulge in his hobbies of photography
and building model airplanes.

Fred Miller was a loving husband, father
and grandfather. He was a man who gave
fully to his family, his faith and his community.
May those who loved him find peace in the
memory of his spirit and the imprint he leaves
on their lives.

TRIBUTE TO CLINT CALLICOTT
HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, the Ten-
nessee 7th Congressional District, home to
Williamson County, was shaped in part by its
long-time leader, and a dear friend of mine,
Clint Callicott.

Mr. Callicott’'s time on Earth will be remem-
bered by his service to others. During his time
on the Wiliamson county commission, as
county Mayor and in the Tennessee General
Assembly, Clint served the people of his com-
munity with distinction and passion. He leaves
behind a legacy of love; love for his family,
community, and the land.

Mr. Callicott was considered the “father” of
the Williamson County Agriculture Exposition
Park, home to rodeos, trade shows, and the
Williamson County Fair. In gratitude for his
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work in establishing the Park, the facility’s
arena is named in his honor.

It is fitting that Clint Callicott spent his last
hours on his family farm before joining our
Savior in Heaven. | ask my colleagues to join
with me in celebrating one of Williamson
County’s greatest men. My thoughts and pray-
ers are with his beautiful wife Carolyn, sons
Claude and Clayton, and his extended family.

————

RIVERVIEW/VALLEYVIEW CHRIS-
TIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLI-
ANCE CHURCH

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am grateful to congratulate the Riverview/
Valleyview Christian and Missionary Alliance
Church on the 100 year anniversary of their
founding.

The Church was chartered by the Christian
and Mission Alliance Organization in the
Spring of 1915, in the Village of Endicott, New
York. A church was built on the north side of
the Susquehanna River and named “River-
view Christian and Missionary Alliance.” In the
mid 1980’s a new larger church was built on
a hill across the river in Vestal, New York, and
the name changed to Valleyview Christian and
Missionary Alliance. On June 13, 2015, the
congregation will celebrate the 100th year an-
niversary of the founding of their Church,
under the current leadership of its pastor, Rev.
David M. Murphy.

Valleyview Christian and Missionary Alliance
has made a difference and is a valued institu-
tion for Christian stewardship.

HONORING MR. RICHARD K. UHLER

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 9, 2015

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Mr. Richard K. Uhler for his service and sac-
rifice during the Second World War.

Mr. Uhler, of Springfield, Pennsylvania,
served in the United States Army as a Private
First Class with Company H, 2nd Battalion,
180th Infantry Regiment, 45th Infantry Divi-
sion. He served bravely in the Anzio cam-
paign, where he was wounded by shrapnel.
Despite his service and injury, he never re-
ceived the Purple Heart.

Mr. Uhler was among the millions of vet-
erans whose records were tragically destroyed
by a fire at the National Personnel Records
Center during the 1970s. After diligent inves-
tigation, I'm pleased my office was able to find
documentation for his service and the injuries
he sustained in battle. Mr. Uhler will now fi-
nally receive the commendations he earned
more than 70 years after he was wounded in
Italy.

Mr. Speaker, this week | had the chance to
host Mr. Uhler while he was presented with
the Purple Heart and Bronze Star he earned
for his service. On behalf of the 7th District of
Pennsylvania, | want to thank Mr. Richard
Uhler for his service to our great nation.
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