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School. This elementary school gave many 
children an opportunity to get an education. 
Rev. Creshon was proud of the church and 
school’s progress. In 1947, Rev. Creshon’s 
health failed and he resigned his position as a 
pastor. 

Rev. Sylvester Thomas, a young and inspir-
ing minister, was asked to lead the flock. 
Under his strong hand guided by God, the 
church was remolded and a blueprint was 
drawn to rebuild the present structure. Rev. 
Thomas served for sixteen years and the con-
gregation grew spiritually. Then Rev. Thomas 
went to his heavenly home. 

Rev. Wroten McQuirter, the assistant min-
ister, accepted the position as a full-time pas-
tor. St. Matthew continued to grow and Rev. 
McQuirter worked with the members to erect 
the present facility we now worship in each 
Sunday. St. Matthew M. B. Church stands as 
a beacon in the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing St. Matthew M. B. Church. 

f 

COMMEMORATING CARIBBEAN 
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in commemoration of Caribbean Amer-
ican Heritage Month, which celebrates and 
recognizes the significant contributions made 
by Caribbean Americans that have strength-
ened our country and made it better. 

This month also marks the 53rd anniver-
saries of independence for the Caribbean na-
tions of Jamaica and of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Although a half century has passed since 
they gained their independence, the struggle 
they waged to win their freedom still stands as 
a testament to the ideals of our own great na-
tion. 

I am privileged to represent a large segment 
of Houston, Texas, which is home to more 
than 300,000 Americans of Caribbean herit-
age, making it one of the largest, most di-
verse, and vibrant Caribbean-American com-
munities in the nation. 

Mr. Speaker, Americans of Caribbean herit-
age have made a positive impact on virtually 
every aspect of American life, including the 
arts, science, business, education, athletics, 
military, and government. 

For example, in the area of government and 
public affairs America has benefitted from the 
contributions of Colin Powell, a former Sec-
retary of State and Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff; U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice; 
former Members of Congress Mervyn Dymally 
of California, and Shirley Chisholm of New 
York, and current Congresswoman YVETTE 
CLARKE of New York; and Kamala Harris, the 
Attorney General of California. 

Caribbean Americans have enriched Amer-
ican art and culture with the legendary per-
formances of Sidney Poitier, Harry Belafonte, 
Cicely Tyson, Nia Long, and Cuba Gooding, 
Jr.; the writings of authors W.E.B. DuBois and 
Malcolm Gladwell; the music of Beyonce 
Knowles, Lenny Kravitz, Rihanna, and Wyclef 
Jean; and the prowess of great athletes like 
Carl Lewis, Tim Duncan, Patrick Ewing, San-
dra Richards-Ross, and Ndamukong Suh. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased that this 
Saturday, June 6, the city of Houston will be 
hosting the 5th annual Caribbean American 
Heritage Month Festival, which celebrates the 
rich culture of the Caribbean with a showcase 
of beautiful costumes, music, food, and enjoy-
ment for all. 

I also wish to recognize the leadership of 
the Caribbean American Heritage Foundation 
of Texas, which works to assist Texas Carib-
bean Organizations achieve their goals and to 
advocate on behalf of the peoples of Carib-
bean descent. 

I congratulate the Caribbean American Her-
itage Foundation of Texas, the Caribbean Her-
itage Organization in my home city of Hous-
ton, and the many community organizations 
and volunteers across the nation for their ef-
forts in making Caribbean American Heritage 
Month the success that it is. 

During this month I hope all Americans will 
join with me in celebrating the remarkable his-
tory, culture, and contributions of Caribbean 
Americans to our nation’s past and future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK TAKAI 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. TAKAI. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, June 
1, 2015, I was absent from the House to at-
tend my daughter Kaila’s 6th grade graduation 
from Waimalu Elementary School in Hawaii. 
Due to my absence, I am not recorded on any 
legislative measures for the day. I would like 
to reflect how I would have voted had I been 
present for legislative business. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on Roll Call 264, Roll Call 265, and Roll 
Call 266. On Roll Call 267, and final passage 
of H.R. 1335, I would have voted ‘‘no’’. 

f 

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF MO-SCI 
CORPORATION 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 30th anniversary of Mo-Sci 
Corporation headquartered in Rolla, Missouri. 
Since 1985, Mo-Sci has been at the forefront 
of innovation in the glass and ceramic prod-
ucts industry. They are also celebrating the 
grand opening of their new 22,000 sq. ft. facil-
ity, Mo-Sci Precision Materials. 

Mo-Sci was founded by Dr. Delbert Day in 
order to supply glass and ceramic products for 
niche market applications. Their founding 
product was TheraSphere, a glass micro-
sphere component that no other company 
would manufacture and is used to treat inoper-
able liver cancer. Starting with only one engi-
neer at a rented desk in a university lab, Mo- 
Sci has since grown into one of the most suc-
cessful small glass businesses in existence 
today and serves more than 2,000 customers 
with exports to over 50 countries. 

For their continuous development of new 
and innovative products, as well as their re-
cent expansion, it is my pleasure to recognize 

the 30th anniversary of Mo-Sci and their 
achievements before the House of Represent-
atives. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR. 
CLARENCE EWELL MAZE 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize a true American hero, a part of the 
greatest generation, Mr. Clarence Ewell Maze, 
of Owingsville, Kentucky. He is to be com-
mended for his distinguished military service 
during World War II. Mr. Maze served our na-
tion in the United States Army. 

Mr. Maze, like many other brave young 
Americans, left the comforts of home and fam-
ily and answered the call for duty with the 
United States military. His service took him to 
the European Theater of Operations. He 
fought the German Army in Belgium, France, 
and Germany. He and his fellow soldiers en-
dured harsh weather conditions, fatigue, hun-
ger, and dangerous enemy fire as they ulti-
mately defeated the Germans. He spent time 
at the end of the war in Munich, Germany. 

Following his service in World War II, Mr. 
Maze returned home to Bath County. He start-
ed his own business, a garage and body 
shop. For Mr. Maze, this was a fulfillment of 
the American dream. He has been married to 
Bernice since 1946. He has a daughter Re-
gina and a late son Ricky. Mr. Maze has been 
a faithful attendee at Polksville First Church of 
God ever since returning from the war. 

Mr. Maze is a true patriot, a good family 
man, and a servant of the Lord. Because of 
his courage and the courage of other brave 
young people from Owingsville and from all 
across our great nation, our freedoms have 
been saved for our generation and for future 
generations. He is truly an outstanding Amer-
ican, a brave patriot, and a hero to us all. 

f 

HONORING OLD ANTIOCH BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable histor-
ical house of worship, Old Antioch Baptist 
Church in Sumner, Mississippi. 

Old Antioch Baptist Church has been in ex-
istence since 1904 in Sumner, Mississippi. 
The congregation today still consists of many 
of the founder’s children and grandchildren. In 
earlier years church services were held only 
on the second Sunday of each month and had 
a large congregation, primarily because of the 
vast Black population around the Sumner 
community. It was one of the only places they 
had to worship. Today the membership con-
sists of 60 members, three deacons and two 
trustees. In 1979 a part of the Old West Dis-
trict School building was added to the Old An-
tioch Church which added five Sunday school 
classrooms, a baptismal pool, a kitchen and 
three bathrooms. In 1991, the Old Antioch 
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church was bricked under the leadership of 
Rev. Andrew Hawkins. 

The church activities consist of: Sunday 
School, Annual Men & Women’s Day Pro-
grams every second Sunday in October, Fam-
ily & Friends Day and Mother’s Day Programs 
in May, Black History Observance in February, 
Church Anniversary in July, Sunrise services 
on Easter Sunday, Christmas concert and 
Thanksgiving programs. All services are held 
to benefit members of the congregation who 
may have a need as well as the surrounding 
communities. 

Worship service has changed to every sec-
ond and fourth Sunday. Old Antioch Baptist 
Church has had 21 ministers to serve as pas-
tors. Currently Rev. Lorenzo K. Robinson, who 
is a native of Bolivar County is pastor, ministry 
of music and Sunday school teacher and train-
er of future Sunday school teachers. He has 
been the pastor for the last 12 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing an amazing house of Worship, 
which has been instrumental in meeting spir-
itual needs. 

f 

MOURNING THE DEATH OF 
GARRETT FITZGERALD 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember and honor the life of an important 
and respected member of the Chicago com-
munity. 

Mr. Garrett FitzGerald passed away May 9th 
2015 at the all too young age of 49 after his 
battle with brain cancer. 

Since 2006, Garrett FitzGerald was the Ex-
ecutive Director of the North Center Chamber 
of Commerce. Under his leadership, he in-
creased membership from 23 to nearly 400. 
He loved his neighborhood and set out to 
make it better for its residents and all of its 
visitors. He was the driving force expanding 
the chamber’s programing such as the concert 
series and movies in the square. Thanks to 
his hard work and passion, what was once a 
simple street festival, Ribfest has become the 
second biggest festival in Chicago. 

He was known for his ability to connect with 
others. His selflessness was the source of his 
boundless energy. It was not uncommon to 
see him making food to give away to concert 
goers at festivals. 

Garrett’s top priority was always his family, 
and the love and support they provided him 
was the most important thing in his life. He will 
be missed most by his wonderful wife, Alicia; 
his daughter, Bridget; his parents, Kathleen 
and Thomas FitzGerald; his sister, Meghan 
Wiegold; and his many aunts and uncles. 

Mr. Speaker, May God bless the FitzGerald 
family and the memory of a man who was 
truly loved by his friends, his community, and 
his family. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I submit the following regarding my ab-
sence from votes which occurred on June 1, 
2015. My flight was delayed for three hours at 
Charlotte due to inclement weather at Reagan 
National Airport causing me to miss votes. 

Listed below is how I would have voted if I 
had been present. 

Dingell Amendment to H.R. 1335—No 
Lowenthal Amendment H.R. 1335—No 
Democrat Motion to Recommit H.R. 1335— 

No 
Passage of H.R. 1335—Strengthening Fish-

ing Communities and Increasing Flexibility in 
Fisheries Management Act—Aye 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, on June 1, 
2015, I was unavoidably detained during a se-
ries of Roll Call votes. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘NAY’’ on the following Roll 
Call votes: #264, on passage of the Dingell 
Amendment, #265, on passage of the 
Lowenthal Amendment, and #266, on the Mo-
tion to Recommit with Instructions. I would 
have voted ‘‘YEA’’ on Roll Call #267 for final 
passage of H.R. 1335, the Strengthening Fish-
ing Communities and Increasing Flexibility in 
Fisheries Management Act. 

f 

HONORING THOMAS SURDYKE 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Thomas Surdyke of Festus, 
Missouri, for the outstanding achievement of 
receiving his Eagle Scout award. This award 
is not easily attained and cannot be achieved 
without a steadfast determination to succeed. 

In order to receive this award, Thomas com-
pleted several steps and a service project ex-
emplifying patriotism and his commitment to 
serve others. Thomas erected a new flag pole 
by the football field at St. Pius X High School 
where he played as a student. In addition to 
earning his Eagle Scout award, Thomas 
achieved Order of the Arrow Brotherhood, and 
received the Parvuli Dei and Ad Altere Dei re-
ligious emblems. He was senior patrol leader 
and librarian during his time in Troop 484. He 
also served as chaplain’s aide on a ten day 
trek at Philmont Scout Ranch Adventure Base. 

As a scout, he has learned about service 
and leadership which were influential in his 
decision to attend the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point to prepare for a career serving 
as an officer in the United States Army. Thom-
as is a role model for young and old alike, and 
it is my pleasure to recognize his achieve-
ments before the House of Representatives. 

HONORING CYNTHIA T. LEE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable and am-
bitious citizen with a desire to pursue justice 
for others, Cynthia T. Lee. 

Cynthia T. Lee is a native of Raymond, MS. 
Her parent, Ms. Sonja Wilson Lee and the late 
grandparents, Annie Mae and Sam Wilson are 
very proud of her accomplishments. After 
graduating from Raymond High School in 
2006, she attended Jackson State University 
and received her Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Sociology. 

While in college, Cynthia developed a pas-
sion for social justice-oriented work and de-
cided to further her education at the University 
of Alabama, where she received a Masters of 
Social Work degree in May 2012. In the fall of 
2012 Cynthia began her matriculation at the 
University of Mississippi School of Law. Cur-
rently, as a third-year law student she has 
demonstrated her capacity and competence 
as a leader by serving as the student coordi-
nator for the Pro Bono Initiative and the Presi-
dent of the Public Interest. 

Ms. Lee’s Law Foundation is admirable. She 
was the recipient of the University of Mis-
sissippi’s Pro Bono Initiative Service Award, 
as well as the Adams and Reese Pro Bono 
Award. In addition, she also serves as a dedi-
cated member of the Trial Advocacy Board, 
the Law Association for Women, and Black 
Law Students Association. As a proud mem-
ber of BLSA, she has served as the 2013– 
2014 Community Service Committee co-chair 
and currently serves as the 2014–2015 Black 
History and Social Action Committee co-chair. 
Her dedication to service and academics has 
resulted in her receiving the BLSA Member of 
the year and the BLSA 2 L Scholarship award. 
Cynthia is truly thankful to God, her mom, 
aunties, uncles, family and friends for their 
continued support of her academic advance-
ment and services to others. 

After law school, Cynthia plans to sit for the 
Mississippi Bar, and pursue a career dedi-
cated to Social Justice with a specific empha-
sis in Criminal Justice Reform. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 2, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,851,678,150.27. We’ve 
added $7,525,974,629,237.19 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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