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His career in the service has just begun, but 

it is a testament to Matthew’s unselfish devo-
tion to the people of this great nation. The 
challenges will be many and the time, al-
though it may seem like an eternity, will fly by 
almost unnoticed. 

The challenge for this young man will be to 
retain as much as possible, pass on what he 
learns to others, and live life for every mo-
ment. 

South Mississippi is proud of Matthew and 
his accomplishments, and we look forward to 
him continuing to represent not only Mis-
sissippi, but the entire nation, as a United 
States Air Force officer. 

As Matthew embarks on a new chapter in 
life, it is my hope that he may always recall 
with a deep sense of pride and accomplish-
ment graduating from a program as pres-
tigious as the Air Force Academy. 

I would like to send Matthew my best wish-
es for continued success in his future endeav-
ors, thank him for his service, and congratu-
late him on this momentous occasion. 
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TRIBUTE TO PUBLISHER DOROTHY 
LEAVELL AND THE CHICAGO 
CRUSADER NEWSPAPER ON ITS 
75TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, the Chicago Crusader Newspaper is cele-
brating its 75th year Anniversary with a festive 
gala on June 5th, 2015 at the Loews Chicago 
Hotel and I take this opportunity to commend 
and congratulate them for 75 years of plead-
ing the cause for Black America. To maintain 
itself for 75 years as a free and independent 
Black oriented publication is indeed a great 
business accomplishment. 

The Chicago Crusader’s mission has not 
changed since it was established by Mrs. 
Leavell’s late husband, Balm M. Leavell and 
his late partner Mr. Joseph H. Jefferson. The 
Chicago Crusader was founded in 1940, was 
published in the Ida B. Wells Housing Devel-
opment and financed with donations. 

Mrs. Dorothy Leavell has worked at the Cru-
sader for more than fifty years and has been 
editor and publisher, for forty-seven years 
since the death of her late husband. The Chi-
cago Crusader Newspaper and Mrs. Dorothy 
Leavell affectionately know to ‘‘tell it like it is’’. 
In 1941, the Chicago Crusader acquired the 
Gary Crusader and they are recognized as 
one of Chicago and Gary’s most successful 
Black owned business enterprises. 

The Chicago/Gary Crusader maintains its 
roots in the heart of the Black community with 
its headquarters being located in the 6400 
Block of South King Drive in Chicago. Mrs. 
Dorothy Leavell is a stalwart member and 
leader of the National Newspaper Publishers 
Association, has served as Chairman of the 
National Black Chamber of Commerce, is a 
patron of the Arts and a Crusader for Civil 
Rights, equal opportunity and equal justice for 
all. 

We salute you Chicago/Gary Crusader, we 
salute you Mrs. Dorothy Leavell, may you and 
the Crusader forever live. 

HONORING YOUNTVILLE 
CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Lee Hart and the 
Yountville Cemetery Association, caretakers 
for the George C. Yount Pioneer Cemetery in 
Napa County. The cemetery is named after 
George C. Yount, an early settler, who was 
also the first person to plant grapevines in the 
Napa Valley. 

Yount himself was buried in the cemetery in 
1865 before it was purchased by his son-in- 
law to be preserved for future generations. 
The Yountville Cemetery Association was cre-
ated in 1892, and took on the responsibility for 
its upkeep and preservation. By 1959, Cali-
fornia recognized the cemetery as a state his-
torical landmark. The cemetery is the final 
resting place for over one hundred of our na-
tion’s veterans and their families, and also in-
cludes historic Native American burial 
grounds. 

The association’s all-volunteer staff con-
tinues to maintain the grounds year-round, 
along with responding to family requests and 
handling the few burials that still occur there 
each year. This year marks 150 years since 
Yount’s passing and 50 years since Lee Hart 
joined the Association Board as its President. 

Mr. Hart is a local historian and authority on 
Yount’s history and has been volunteering at 
the George C. Yount Cemetery and Ancient 
Burial Grounds for 50 years. In 1965, the or-
ganization lacked organization and volunteers. 
Hart decided to help create a new board with 
by-laws and fifty years later continues volun-
teering. Hart was just 25 years old when he 
lost his parents three months apart in 1965. 
His mother’s family, long time Yountville resi-
dents were buried in the Yountville Cemetery. 
As such, Hart made the decision to bury his 
parents in Yountville. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting and proper that we 
honor Lee Hart and the Yountville Cemetery 
Association at this time. Their commitment to 
maintaining the George C. Yount Pioneer 
Cemetery has preserved an important part of 
Napa and California’s history. 
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THE UNITED STATES’ COMMIT-
MENT TO FIGHT AGAINST VIO-
LENT EXTREMISTS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, April 2nd 
was expected to be just another day at 
Garissa University College in Kenya. But in 
the early morning hours, students awoke in 
terror as armed gunman stormed the campus. 
They claimed to be militants from Al-Qaeda’s 
offshoot—Al-Shabaab. 

The students’ fate was determined by their 
religion. The terrorists allowed Muslims to 
leave and kept an unknown number of Chris-
tians hostage. After nearly 15 hours of fear, 
147 people were killed. 

Groups like Al-Shabaab, ISIS, Boko Haram, 
and many more allow for no compromise and 

are intent on spreading oppression and fear 
amongst those who do not share their ide-
ology. 

I commend the first responders and ordinary 
Kenyans who showed tremendous heroism 
that day, and my deepest condolences go out 
to the families and victims of this senseless at-
tack. 

H. Res. 213 reaffirms United States’ com-
mitment to the multilateral, global fight against 
violent extremists. 

We must be vigilant in this fight, and we 
must allow for no compromise when there are 
threats to freedom. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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HONORING GRANGER MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Granger Middle School in Aurora, Il-
linois, for being named an Illinois Horizon 
School to Watch by the Association of Illinois 
Middle-Grade Schools. 

The Association of Illinois Middle-Grade 
Schools recognizes educational programs that 
promote quality and fairness in order to pro-
vide educators, parents, and students with the 
best learning environment possible. Alongside 
the National Forum to Accelerate Middle- 
Grade Reform, the Association of Illinois Mid-
dle-Grade Schools designates certain institu-
tions that fit these criteria as an Illinois Hori-
zon School to Watch. 

Granger Middle School was included for the 
second time on this list because the faculty, 
staff, and students have consistently dem-
onstrated outstanding academic achievement, 
sensitivity to the needs of their students, and 
a commitment to creating equal opportunity in 
the classroom. Additionally, Granger Middle 
School’s dedicated faculty and involved par-
ents make them one of the best middle 
schools in the state of Illinois. These qualities 
create not only a terrific educational experi-
ence inside the classroom, but also produce a 
community that supports and encourages stu-
dents long after their time at Granger is com-
plete. 

Congratulations to Granger Middle School 
for being named an Illinois Horizon School to 
Watch. 
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INTRODUCTION OF SIMON 
WIESENTHAL HOLOCAUST EDU-
CATION ASSISTANCE ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise today to intro-
duce the Simon Wiesenthal Holocaust Edu-
cation Assistance Act. 

This important bill will support efforts around 
the country to increase awareness and under-
standing of the Holocaust through educational 
programs. States across the country encour-
age their schools to teach about the atrocities 
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of the Holocaust, and this bill will enhance 
these efforts through targeted grants to non-
profit educational organizations to support 
teacher training, student field trips, and the de-
velopment of high-quality educational mate-
rials. 

A Pew Research Center report published 
earlier this year found that the harassment of 
Jews worldwide reached a seven-year high in 
2013, and violent anti-Semitic attacks across 
Europe last year highlight that intolerance per-
sists even in the 21st century. Programs sup-
ported by this legislation will help students 
learn the consequences of intolerance to work 
towards unity and peace. 

I hope my colleagues will join me to support 
the Simon Wiesenthal Holocaust Education 
Assistance Act. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF BOBBIE 
STEEVER, RECIPIENT OF THE 
GREATER WILKES-BARRE SAL-
VATION ARMY OTHERS AWARD 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Bobbie Steever, who is receiv-
ing the Greater Wilkes-Barre Salvation Army 
Others Award. 

Since retiring from Bell of America in 1991, 
Mrs. Steever refused to let retirement slow her 
down. She has worked for several companies 
and organizations including Trade Eastern, 
Inc., Lewith & Freeman Real Estate, and Penn 
State Wilkes-Bane. Following her time at Penn 
State, she spent 15 years with TRR & Associ-
ates as a professional consultant in fund-
raising, events planning, and public relations. 
Today, she serves as the Executive Director 
of Community Services for TFP Limited, a real 
estate development and management com-
pany. 

Driven by a genuine passion to serve oth-
ers, Mrs. Steever’s outreach to the community 
began many years ago serving as Chair of 
Bell’s Community Relations Service Team. 
She has served as chair, board member, so-
licitor, and friend of several local non-profits, 
including the Osterhout Library, Back Moun-
tain Memorial Library, Catherine McAuley 
House, Family Service Association of Wyo-
ming Valley, Luzeme County Community Col-
lege, Penn State Wilkes-Bane, Wyoming Val-
ley United Way, Association for the Blind, 
American Heart Association, and the Salvation 
Army. In 2010, the Times Leader newspaper 
recognized Mrs. Steever as one of the Great 
Women of Northeast Pennsylvania for her ac-
complishments in the workplace and in her 
community. 

Mrs. Steever also served with the Salvation 
Army’s Wilkes-Barre Corps for nine years, 
where she repeatedly proved her ability to ef-
fectively orchestrate their Annual Community 
Award Dinners, raising approximately 
$1,300,000 for the Kirby Health Center Family 
House, a transitional housing program for 
homeless families. 

It is a distinct honor to congratulate Bobbie 
Steever on receiving the Greater Wilkes-Barre 
Salvation Army Others Award, and I commend 
her for the many years of dedicated service 
she provided to our local community. Her work 

on behalf of others serves as an inspiration for 
all of us. 

f 

DEVELOPMENTS IN RWANDA 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, in 
1994, the east African nation of Rwanda expe-
rienced one of the most horrific genocides in 
modern times. An estimated 800,000 
Rwandans—mostly ethnic Tutsis and mod-
erates among the ethnic Hutus were brutally 
murdered in a state-backed extermination 
campaign that lasted for months. 

Hutu-Tutsi tensions date back to colonial 
times, when the Belgians created a superior 
class composed of Tutsis, shutting out Hutus 
from government jobs and higher education 
despite Hutus comprising about 85% of the 
population. In 1959 and 1960, tensions among 
the Hutus exploded in a campaign that left 
20,000 Tutsis dead and created 300,000 Tutsi 
refugees. 

As with this earlier genocide, the inter-
national community watched largely from the 
sidelines during the 1994 genocide in Rwanda 
as the death toll rose from April until July of 
that year until the Rwandan Patriotic Front or 
RPF defeated the Hutu-led government mili-
tary. More than two million mostly-Hutu refu-
gees flooded into the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, leading to continuing problems in 
that country. The RPF-led Rwandan govern-
ment has criticized the United Nations for 
sheltering Hutu participants in the genocide 
and for allowing them to arm in refugee 
camps. 

Over the years, the RPF has used the guilt 
of the international community as a shield to 
prevent criticism of its action. U.N. Ambas-
sador Samantha Power referred to Ambas-
sador Susan Rice and her colleagues in the 
Clinton administration in the 1990s as By-
standers to Genocide. She quotes Rice in the 
2002 book as saying, ‘‘If we use the word 
’genocide’ and are seen as doing nothing, 
what will be the effect on the November con-
gressional election?’’ Part of Rice’s team dur-
ing those years was Gayle Smith, current 
nominee to head the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development. 

As far back as May 1998, I chaired a hear-
ing that included testimony about the willful 
U.S. neglect in preventing the Rwandan geno-
cide. As recounted in an issue of the New 
Yorker magazine at the time, a high-ranking 
Rwandan informant had warned the U.N. lead-
ership, including Kofi Annan, and the United 
States about preparations for killings 3 months 
before they began. The recipients apparently 
did not act on that information. 

Furthermore, the United States has been 
accused not merely of inaction, but also of ob-
structing preemptive multilateral efforts to quell 
the crisis. Some have alleged that, in the 
words of Refugees International president Lio-
nel Rosenblatt, ‘‘The ball was not only 
dropped by the United States, it was blocked 
by the United States.’’ 

Paul Kagame, now President of Rwanda, 
was hailed as one of ‘‘Africa’s new leaders’’ by 
Rice and her team during the 1990s, and 
there has been no apparent change in their 

high opinion of him since then despite what 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Robert Jackson 
describes as several public administration 
statements related to human rights concerns 
and ongoing dialogue with the Rwandan gov-
ernment. 

Kagame has been considered a hero on the 
international stage, and has long been im-
mune to public criticism. However, human 
rights reports about abuses in Rwanda have 
grown over the years. The most recent State 
Department human rights report about Rwan-
da accuses the government of ‘‘targeting of 
political opponents and human rights advo-
cates for harassment, arrest and abuse.’’ 
Many observers note the constraints on free-
dom of expression that criminalizes public criti-
cism of the RPF and its policies, as well as 
outlawing public discussion of ethnic issues. In 
that vein, the RPF has used charges of ‘‘geno-
cide ideology’’ and ‘‘divisionism’’ as well as 
national security concerns, to justify prosecu-
tion of opposition political figures and journal-
ists and prevent human rights organizations 
from reporting on events in their country. 

In recent years, there are credible reports 
that the RPF government has commissioned 
assassins to kill dissidents living in exile who 
criticize the government or attempt to form po-
litical associations or parties. 

Several years ago, our committee Chairman 
ED ROYCE was told by Paul Russessabegina 
of Hotel Rwanda fame that the Rwandan Gov-
ernment had targeted him and was behind 
several attempts on his life in Belgium. 

In early 2014, former Rwandan intelligence 
chief Patrick Karegeya who had been living in 
exile in South Africa, was found murdered in 
his hotel room in Johannesburg. 

Karegeya was one of two dissidents, one of 
the witnesses at a hearing I held yesterday— 
former Rwandan Major Robert Higiro—says 
he was asked to have killed. The assassina-
tion plot he revealed was investigated and 
substantiated in a series of articles in Can-
ada’s Globe and Mail newspaper, which inter-
viewed Rwandan exiles in South Africa and 
Belgium. 

Since 2012, I have chaired a series of hear-
ings on the violence perpetrated by various 
militias in eastern DRC. Perhaps the best 
known of them, the so-called M23, was sup-
ported by Rwanda. This Congress has en-
acted restrictions on some military assistance 
to Rwanda in response to its involvement in 
militia activity in the DRC and involvement in 
resource smuggling from that country, as un-
covered in several U.N. reports. 

These charges of serious human rights and 
other abuses would be troubling in any case, 
but Rwanda is a country that has enjoyed sig-
nificant U.S. and international support. By 
largely avoiding criticism of Rwandan human 
rights issues, the Bush and Obama adminis-
trations raised appropriations to Rwanda from 
$39 million in FY2003 to $188 million in 
FY2014. This largely has involved funding of 
health, food security and other socioeconomic 
projects, as well as support for Rwandan par-
ticipation in international peacekeeping. 

Rwanda is the sixth largest troop and police 
contributing country in the U.N., with more 
than 4,000 troops, more than 400 police, and 
13 military observers in seven U.N. missions, 
including: the African Union-United Nations 
Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID); the 
U.N. Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS); the 
U.N. Stabilization Mission in Haiti 
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