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already seeing its impacts across the country. 
But it also provides economic opportunity, if 
we invest in R&D to develop new renewable 
sources and efficiency technologies. This bill 
would jeopardize American innovation in this 
critical area. 

Today’s bill also meddles in decision-making 
at our federal research institutions, decreasing 
funding at certain directorates at the National 
Science Foundation and imposing new re-
quirements in the grant-making process. Our 
science agencies have a robust review proc-
ess in place to fund the most critical research. 
Politics should have no part in that process. 

Unlike earlier America COMPETES bills that 
were built on broad consensus, HR 1806 is 
opposed by the vast majority of our nation’s 
scientific community. I urge my colleagues to 
listen to these scientists and bring forward a 
bill that invests in American innovation and 
supports the cutting-edge research necessary 
to maintain our leadership in the world. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF 
NEPAL 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, after the 
massive earthquake shook Nepal, Eric Jean 
and Della Hoffman were stranded on a remote 
trail with a group of other backpackers. 
Friends of theirs from their time in college at 
Rice University, which is in my district, con-
tacted my office for help. We worked with the 
State Department to set them free. Five days 
after the earthquake, Special Forces came to 
the village and rescued them. 

Ms. Hoffman would later recall, ‘‘I don’t think 
we even knew what was happening until some 
of the villagers ran out of the hut and then, im-
mediately after that, the boulders just started 
coming down from both sides of the canyon, 
including into the village and on top of the 
houses.’’ 

Six U.S. Marines and two Nepalese soldiers 
sacrificed their lives attempting to save others 
just like Eric and Della when their helicopter 
crashed. 

I stand with my colleagues in support of 
House Resolution 235, and urge the adminis-
tration to work with the Nepal government and 
the international community to deliver aid 
quickly, easily, and with long-term rebuilding in 
mind. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING BUENA VISTA 
WINERY’S WINE TOOL MUSEUM 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Buena Vista Winery 
on the occasion of the opening of their new, 
first-of-its-kind Wine Tool Museum. The oldest 
premium winery in the United States, Buena 
Vista has been in operation since 1857 when 
a Hungarian immigrant, Count Agoston 
Haraszthy, established the vineyards and built 

the winery. Over the intervening years, the 
winery has had a colorful history, passing 
through many hands before ultimately being 
purchased by Jean-Charles Boisset in 2011. 
Boisset immediately hatched a plan to turn the 
property around that eventually culminated in 
the creation of the Wine Tool Museum, which 
officially opened to the public on March 24, 
2015. 

The Boisset family already had an impres-
sive wine tool collection when Jean-Charles’s 
sister encountered a man in Burgundy looking 
for a buyer for his enormous thirty thousand 
item collection of wine tools. With the com-
bination of Boisset family implements and the 
new acquisitions, the Museum’s collection en-
compasses items as diverse as antique plows 
and blades, secateurs, and wine harvest bas-
kets. 

Along with its impressive collection of tools, 
the Museum guides visitors through history 
with an educational film that traces 
winemaking in the region from the early days 
of Haraszthy through the plague of phylloxera. 
The first of its kind museum tells the story of 
California’s wine community. People will not 
only be able see, but also learn about, the 
tools that brought wine from the vine to the 
bottle a century and a half ago. 

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting and proper that we 
honor Buena Vista Winery at this time. Its 
commitment to not only preserving viticultural 
history, but demonstrating the evolution of the 
profession, will help increase awareness and 
appreciation for California and Sonoma’s long 
history of winemaking. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
DEPUTY SHERIFF JOSE ALVA-
RADO 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service of José ‘‘Joey’’ Alvarado 
to the community of Wayne County, New 
York. Deputy Sheriff Alvarado has given 30 
years of dedicated service to the Wayne 
County Sheriff’s Office. In his role as Deputy 
Sheriff, he has played an essential role in 
safeguarding the rights and freedoms of the 
residents of his county. 

Throughout his 30 years of service to the 
Wayne County Sheriff’s Office, Deputy Sheriff 
Joey Alvarado has consistently performed with 
professionalism and dedication, working to-
wards the goal of making his community a 
safer place. 

Since 1985, Deputy Sheriff Joey Alvarado 
has served as a Jailor/Dispatcher, Correction 
Officer, and Deputy Sheriff. During his tenure 
as Deputy Sheriff, he was also assigned to the 
Sheriff’s Office Special Investigation Unit. He 
has made an outstanding contribution through 
his career as Deputy Sheriff to the quality of 
life for all Wayne County residents. 

I commend Deputy Sheriff Alvarado’s sac-
rifice and contribution to the Wayne County 
community and wish him the very best in his 
retirement. 

HONORING PENNSYLVANIA CYSTIC 
FIBROSIS, INC. (PACFI) 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
order to congratulate Pennsylvania Cystic Fi-
brosis, Inc. (PACFI) for 30 years of work in 
raising Cystic Fibrosis awareness and funding 
Cystic Fibrosis research efforts. PACFI is an 
independent, non-profit, all volunteer organiza-
tion that provides crucial services and much 
needed support for Pennsylvania families af-
fected by Cystic Fibrosis. 

PACFI was founded on October 2, 1985. 
The PACFI organization is unique in that they 
do not have a paid staff and operate solely 
with volunteers. This allows PACFI to use 
100% of donations they receive to provide 
benefits for Pennsylvania families such as 
paying for emergency and other medical ex-
penses. 

PACFI also works to fund Cystic Fibrosis re-
search around the country. To date, they have 
raised more than $565,000 for institutions and 
universities that are on the leading edge of 
Cystic Fibrosis research. These donations are 
helping to discover better treatment options 
and will hopefully lead to a cure. 

PACFI is doing excellent work in Pennsyl-
vania on one of the most common and fatal 
genetic diseases. Cystic Fibrosis affects ap-
proximately 1 in 2000 people and their life ex-
pectancy is only 35 years. I commend PACFI 
for doing great work in the field of Cystic Fi-
brosis research and supporting families that 
need assistance with the costs of Cystic Fibro-
sis treatment. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SOFIA VIC-
TORIA DE LA PENA ON FOUNDING 
THE FIT KIDS DAY NON–PROFIT 

HON. MARIO DIAZ–BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Sofia Victoria de la Pena on 
her work founding Fit Kids Day, and estab-
lishing the group in the South Florida commu-
nity. 

Sofia Victoria was a ninth grader at 
Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart in Coco-
nut Grove, FL when she recognized an in-
creased need for health programs for children. 
She wanted to add to the work being done to 
combat childhood obesity, and came up with a 
plan. Her idea was an entire day focused on 
fitness, which became known as Fit Kids Day. 

To get the event started, Sofia Victoria 
reached out to leading students at other 
schools to be ambassadors for the program. 
The students walked throughout their neigh-
borhoods, to spread awareness for the event 
and attract community support. Local busi-
nesses chipped in to help with the first event, 
providing services and food to the participants, 
which were offered free of charge. Since the 
first Fit Kids Day, the program has expanded, 
and multiple cities have organized their own 
events. In these cities, mayors or city man-
agers organize a day of activities that are pop-
ular in their area. 
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Fit Kids Day caught on as an event, and is 

now a nonprofit organization. The Presidential 
Fitness Counsel has since talked to Sofia Vic-
toria about using the Fit Kids Day model for 
their organization. The event was created by 
kids, for kids, and offers many leadership op-
portunities. In addition, the program has 
helped introduce fitness ideas and plans to 
less fortunate communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to congratulate 
Sofia Victoria de la Pena on her accomplish-
ment, and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing her outstanding achievement. It is 
an honor to know a family that continues to 
work hard to improve their community every 
day. 

f 

HONORING DAVIESS COUNTY, KY, 
ON CELEBRATING ITS BICENTEN-
NIAL 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Daviess County, Kentucky, on 
celebrating its bicentennial. 

Daviess County came into its existence on 
June 1, 1815, through an Act of the Kentucky 
General Assembly. But on May 30, 2015, 
Daviess County will begin to celebrate its 
200th birthday. 

Daviess County lies in the Western Ken-
tucky Coalfield region and is also an oil pro-
ducer. Bounded by the Ohio River, it serves 
as an important trade and transportation ar-
tery—making it a major manufacturing center, 
transportation hub and U.S. Customs Port of 
Entry on the Ohio River. It is also a leader in 
health care, medical research and pharma-
ceutical experimentation. 

The keystone celebration, on May 30th, in-
cludes an early morning 5 k run/walk at the 
Mount Saint Joseph Motherhouse of the Ursu-
line Sisters. Activities for people of all ages 
will take place around the Courthouse Square, 
and the day will end with a reception and the 
opening of a special Bicentennial Art Exhibit at 
the Owensboro Museum of Fine Art. 

Other activities will include honoring African 
Americans from Daviess County who served 
in the Union Army during the Civil War with 
the dedication of an historic highway marker 
on the Courthouse lawn. There will also be a 
series of Bicentennial-related programs at the 
Daviess County Public Library throughout the 
summer. 

A new history of Daviess County, Kentucky, 
Celebrating Our Heritage, has been published 
and highlights many aspects of daily life in the 
county. Among these topics is Daviess Coun-
ty’s rich history in the agriculture industry—cit-
ing corn, soybean and tobacco producers. 

Daviess County is the home to some of 
Kentucky’s great colleges and universities, in-
cluding: Brescia University, Kentucky Wes-
leyan College, a campus of the Kentucky 
Community and Technical College System 
and a branch of Western Kentucky University. 

It is important to also highlight the leader-
ship in Daviess County and all their efforts to 
make this a successful and thriving commu-
nity. Thank you for making Daviess County 
what it is today. 

I encourage everyone in Kentucky’s Second 
District to join in the festivities to celebrate the 

rich history and traditions of Daviess County. 
I congratulate all who live and serve the coun-
ty and look forward to taking part in some of 
these celebrations myself. Here’s to many 
more years of success. 

f 

ADVANCING RESEARCH FOR 
HYDROCEPHALUS PATIENTS 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to call attention to legislation I intro-
duced last week, the Advancing Research for 
Hydrocephalus Act, and urge my colleagues to 
cosponsor this important bill. My new legisla-
tion—which is supported by the national Hy-
drocephalus Association—will facilitate better 
research into this devastating condition by re-
quiring the collection of demographic informa-
tion on the hydrocephalus community. 

Hydrocephalus, which is defined as an ab-
normal accumulation of cerebrospinal fluid 
(CSF) within cavities in the brain, can cause 
brain damage, vision issues, and extreme pain 
for those affected. 

One of those affected, Adrienne D’Oria, a 
22 year old from my Congressional District, 
has suffered from hydrocephalus since she 
was 10 months old. In addition to the excru-
ciating pain, complications from shunt mal-
functions, dozens of brain surgeries and hun-
dreds of hospital visits have essentially elimi-
nated any chance of a normal childhood. Hy-
drocephalus continues to limit her options for 
the future: 

All of my friends, everyone I went to 
school with is graduating and starting the 
next stage in their life. I can’t do that,’’ she 
said recently. ‘‘I had to withdraw from so 
many classes because of hospital admissions 
and all the surgeries. Even though I’ve been 
out of high school for four years I only have 
the credits of a freshman. My friends are 
graduating and I’m stuck in limbo. I can’t 
control it. 

Unfortunately for Adrienne and thousands 
like her, the most common treatment for hy-
drocephalus remains a surgically-inserted 
shunt. Shunts drain the fluid from the brain 
through the neck and into other parts of the 
body. They frequently become blocked, mal-
function, or cause infection. In almost half of 
all cases in children, the shunt fails within the 
first two years. When they do, patients must 
immediately locate a medical facility and a 
neurosurgeon who can correct the problem. 
This precarious situation is a constant source 
of fear for those who suffer from hydro-
cephalus and their families. In fact, hydro-
cephalus is the most common reason for brain 
surgery in children. 

The scientific and medical communities not 
only have very few resources that can help 
them in understanding this condition, they are 
not even aware of the true impact of this dis-
order. Without better data and research, they 
cannot develop more effective treatments. 

Mr. Speaker, there are some estimates that 
this condition affects roughly one million Amer-
icans. Yet given that hydrocephalus can occur 
either congenitally or be acquired, oftentimes 
through infection or traumatic brain injury, re-
porting of hydrocephalus has been incon-
sistent. Currently no mechanism exists to 

identify and track persons with hydrocephalus 
who develop the condition after birth. As a re-
sult, we do not have a good grasp on the de-
mographics of hydrocephalus patients. 

My bill provides a remedy. The Advancing 
Research for Hydrocephalus Act will establish 
a National Hydrocephalus Surveillance System 
(NHSS) to collect information on the incidence 
and prevalence of hydrocephalus among a 
range of demographics, including changes in 
epidemiology over time. This surveillance sys-
tem would provide a wealth of data for re-
searchers. Better surveillance will facilitate 
better research and lead to better outcomes, 
treatment and care for the infants, children, 
and adults experiencing the agonizing pain of 
hydrocephalus. 

So I urge my colleagues to support my leg-
islation to help provide assistance and raise 
the quality of life for individuals, like Adrienne, 
who are suffering from this condition. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EAST HAR-
LEM COUNCIL FOR HUMAN SERV-
ICES, CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker I rise today to 
give recognition to the East Harlem Council for 
Human Services, which is celebrating 50 
years of serving the local community. The 
work done by the Council has been vital to our 
community and has changed the lives of so 
many for decades. Groups like the Council 
and institutions like the Boriken Care Center 
are worth fighting for, and I will continue to 
make sure there are adequate resources 
available for them to continue to thrive and 
serve their community. 

I am proud to honor the East Harlem Coun-
cil for Human Services which was incor-
porated in 1965 though grass-roots efforts of 
local East Harlem residents committed to ad-
dressing unmet needs in their community. The 
Council is a multi-service not-for-profit which 
coordinates an array of affordable and no cost 
services to more than 10,000 individuals each 
year without regard for an individual’s ability to 
pay for services. The Board of Directors and 
more than almost 200 staff members are 
united in a commitment to the Council’s mis-
sion of providing the highest quality of com-
prehensive, community-based, fully bilingual 
services to the East Harlem community. 

The Council is the largest grass-roots, multi- 
service not-for-profit in our East Harlem com-
munity. By continuing its strong history of di-
verse community-based leadership, and com-
mitment to the self-determination of this insti-
tution and the East Harlem community at 
large, the Council has positioned itself for con-
tinued growth. The Council continuously re-
news its commitment to the residents of El 
Barrio to ensure that the Boriken Neighbor-
hood Health Center and its sister programs 
will continue to provide affordable quality com-
prehensive services in East Harlem for many 
more decades. 

There’s no finer work than fighting to bring 
health and essential wellness to those strug-
gling to make ends meet in underserved com-
munities. Everyone deserves access to quality 
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