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lives of tens of thousands more families but a
lack of awareness, transportation and enrich-
ment programming have limited participation.

Families without reliable access to sufficient
affordable nutritious food face increased
health, mental and behavioral issues.

Hunger undermines a child’s ability to learn.
Malnutrition and vitamin deficiencies also put
children at risk for serious and permanent
problems with attention, cognition and behav-
ior. They undermine natural growth and devel-
opment and lead to compromised immune
systems.

With most primary school students on
break, the summer can be a challenging time
for working parents. Relief is available in the
form of summer meals but only a small frac-
tion of eligible families take advantage of this
important initiative.

| congratulate Summer Meal Partners for
their important work and for their upcoming
kickoff on May 30, 2015.

HONORING DR. ALLEN CHAN

HON. SCOTT H. PETERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, every May we
celebrate Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month, a time to commemorate the significant
contributions of the AAPI communities to our
country.

This year, | am honored to recognize one of
San Diego’s community leaders, Dr. Allen
Chan.

Dr. Chan was born in Hong Kong, and im-
migrated to the United States more than 40
years ago.

He was a charter president of the San
Diego United Lions Club, is an accomplished
chiropractor, and is the owner of the renowned
local institution Jasmine Seafood Restaurant,
which has served as a cultural heart in San
Diego’s Asian American community.

Dr. Chan was recently awarded the pres-
tigious, and highly selective, Ellis Island Medal
of Honor for his legacy of community service
centered around preserving history, traditions,
and values, and paying homage to the immi-
grant experience as an integral part of Amer-
ican culture.

| want to congratulate Dr. Chan, and thank
him for his leadership in the AAPI community
and for helping make San Diego a better
place to live.

——————

CONGRATULATING THE SARCOXIE
ARCHERY TEAMS ON THEIR
STATE AND NATIONAL TITLES

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate the Sarcoxie High School Archery
Team on another Missouri state champion-
ship. This victory marks the Bears’ third
straight state title.

The Bears competed against 88 other
schools from across Missouri with nearly
1,400 contestants. The team took the high
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school division title with a total of 3,367 points.
Sarcoxie’s archery program also added to
their success this year with the middle school
team placing 3rd in the middle school division.
Sarcoxie competed against schools of all
sizes, from the tiny and rural to the massive
and urban. This small southwest Missouri
school has proven again that size does not
matter when it comes to talent, dedication and
perseverance.

Individually, Sarcoxie’s Zane White took
second place in the state high school division
with 293 points and Gavin Currey finished a
close fourth with 290 points. Annika Johnson,
Jordyn Kirby and Elizabeth Workman all fin-
ished in the top 15, further helping shoot
Sarcoxie to first place.

Coaches Kaycia and David Woolsey de-
serve praise for successfully aiming the team
toward their bullseye—a first place finish.
Much effort goes into teaching skills to go the
distance. That shows especially this year, as
many on the Sarcoxie team were first-year
competing archers. Only five were on the pre-
vious championship team.

In addition, Sarcoxie had their first national
archery champion this year at the National
NASP IBO 3D Challenge. Fifth grader, Max
Wangler was the national champion from
among 483 elementary boys. Max’s team-
mate, Drake Acheson, placed third.

| urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Sarcoxie High School Archery Team
on a job well done. | look forward to seeing
their continued success.

———

HONORING LIBRARIAN DIANE
CHRISTIAN OF AURORA, ILLINOIS

HON. BILL FOSTER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the service of Diane Christian as
she prepares for retirement after more than 40
years of service to the Aurora Public Library in
Aurora, lllinois.

Diane Christian is a cherished figure in the
City of Aurora, who has fostered a love of
books and learning for many generations of
young people. Starting as a part-time librarian
in 1974, Diane later became the library’s Chil-
dren’s Department Coordinator where she has
played a critical role in the intellectual devel-
opment of children throughout the community.
In 2002, Diane launched the Welcome to
America program that offers family literacy
services to refugees from around the world
and has served over 850 parents and children.

Diane is also an active volunteer in our
community; she currently is a member of the
Child Welfare Society and the Aurora Town-
ship Youth Commission. During her retire-
ment, Diane intends to continue volunteering
for the Aurora Public Library and helping with
the transition to its new location.

| would like to thank Diane for her decades
of commitment to the Aurora Public Library
and wish her the best in her retirement.
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HONORING LEO FINNEGAN

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a champion and leader from the
State of Washington, Leo Finnegan.

Whether it's serving on community advisory
boards, helping a parent navigate bureaucratic
difficulties or organizing recreational activities
for those with special needs, Leo Finnegan
has been, and will continue to be, a deliberate
and enthusiastic voice for the developmental
disability community.

Leo and his wife Rose first moved to Wash-
ington State in 1975 with their five children,
one of whom has special needs, Tim. When
his son was unable to participate in Soap Box
Derby Races with his other children, Leo took
it upon himself to construct a two passenger
car so the entire family could share in the fun
together. This act sparked an idea to organize
races for other children with special needs. He
now organizes and oversees races every sum-
mer throughout Washington State in Issaquabh,
Sammamish, Snoqualmie, Richland, Spokane,
and Oak Harbor. My godson Kyle and | were
able to participate in one race several years
ago, which is one of the many times I've had
the opportunity to see firsthand Leo’s work in
our community. Leo also coaches the Special
Olympics Basketball team in Washington.
Through his work, Leo has touched thousands
of lives, giving individuals with special needs
recreational opportunities that enrich lives and
strengthen families.

Mr. Speaker, Leo’s actions embody the
heart of a servant. | thank Leo for his pas-
sionate commitment to serving those with spe-
cial needs.

———

AMERICA COMPETES
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 20, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1806) to provide
for technological innovation through the
prioritization of Federal investment in basic
research, fundamental scientific discovery,
and development to improve the competi-
tiveness of the United States, and for other
purposes:

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, in 2007, fol-
lowing reports that the United States could
lose its competitive edge in the global econ-
omy, Congress came together on a bipartisan
basis to boost federal research, spur American
innovation, and maintain our strength in sci-
entific and technological discovery. We reau-
thorized that bill, again on a bipartisan basis,
in 2010.

Unfortunately, today we have a bill on the
floor that abandons those bipartisan efforts,
shortchanges critical research, and unaccept-
ably interferes in decision-making at our sci-
entific institutions. It makes particularly egre-
gious cuts to climate change research and ef-
forts to develop new energy efficiency and re-
newable energy technologies for a cleaner en-
ergy future. Climate change is real and we are
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already seeing its impacts across the country.
But it also provides economic opportunity, if
we invest in R&D to develop new renewable
sources and efficiency technologies. This bill
would jeopardize American innovation in this
critical area.

Today’s bill also meddles in decision-making
at our federal research institutions, decreasing
funding at certain directorates at the National
Science Foundation and imposing new re-
quirements in the grant-making process. Our
science agencies have a robust review proc-
ess in place to fund the most critical research.
Politics should have no part in that process.

Unlike earlier America COMPETES bills that
were built on broad consensus, HR 1806 is
opposed by the vast majority of our nation’s
scientific community. | urge my colleagues to
listen to these scientists and bring forward a
bill that invests in American innovation and
supports the cutting-edge research necessary
to maintain our leadership in the world.

———

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF
NEPAL

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, after the
massive earthquake shook Nepal, Eric Jean
and Della Hoffman were stranded on a remote
trail with a group of other backpackers.
Friends of theirs from their time in college at
Rice University, which is in my district, con-
tacted my office for help. We worked with the
State Department to set them free. Five days
after the earthquake, Special Forces came to
the village and rescued them.

Ms. Hoffman would later recall, “I don’t think
we even knew what was happening until some
of the villagers ran out of the hut and then, im-
mediately after that, the boulders just started
coming down from both sides of the canyon,
including into the village and on top of the
houses.”

Six U.S. Marines and two Nepalese soldiers
sacrificed their lives attempting to save others
just like Eric and Della when their helicopter
crashed.

| stand with my colleagues in support of
House Resolution 235, and urge the adminis-
tration to work with the Nepal government and
the international community to deliver aid
quickly, easily, and with long-term rebuilding in
mind.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

HONORING BUENA VISTA
WINERY’S WINE TOOL MUSEUM

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Buena Vista Winery
on the occasion of the opening of their new,
first-of-its-kind Wine Tool Museum. The oldest
premium winery in the United States, Buena
Vista has been in operation since 1857 when
a Hungarian immigrant, Count Agoston
Haraszthy, established the vineyards and built
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the winery. Over the intervening years, the
winery has had a colorful history, passing
through many hands before ultimately being
purchased by Jean-Charles Boisset in 2011.
Boisset immediately hatched a plan to turn the
property around that eventually culminated in
the creation of the Wine Tool Museum, which
officially opened to the public on March 24,
2015.

The Boisset family already had an impres-
sive wine tool collection when Jean-Charles’s
sister encountered a man in Burgundy looking
for a buyer for his enormous thirty thousand
item collection of wine tools. With the com-
bination of Boisset family implements and the
new acquisitions, the Museum’s collection en-
compasses items as diverse as antique plows
and blades, secateurs, and wine harvest bas-
kets.

Along with its impressive collection of tools,
the Museum guides visitors through history
with an educational film that traces
winemaking in the region from the early days
of Haraszthy through the plague of phylloxera.
The first of its kind museum tells the story of
California’s wine community. People will not
only be able see, but also learn about, the
tools that brought wine from the vine to the
bottle a century and a half ago.

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting and proper that we
honor Buena Vista Winery at this time. Its
commitment to not only preserving viticultural
history, but demonstrating the evolution of the
profession, will help increase awareness and
appreciation for California and Sonoma’s long
history of winemaking.

———

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
DEPUTY SHERIFF JOSE ALVA-
RADO

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the service of José “Joey” Alvarado
to the community of Wayne County, New
York. Deputy Sheriff Alvarado has given 30
years of dedicated service to the Wayne
County Sheriff's Office. In his role as Deputy
Sheriff, he has played an essential role in
safeguarding the rights and freedoms of the
residents of his county.

Throughout his 30 years of service to the
Wayne County Sheriff's Office, Deputy Sheriff
Joey Alvarado has consistently performed with
professionalism and dedication, working to-
wards the goal of making his community a
safer place.

Since 1985, Deputy Sheriff Joey Alvarado
has served as a Jailor/Dispatcher, Correction
Officer, and Deputy Sheriff. During his tenure
as Deputy Sheriff, he was also assigned to the
Sheriff's Office Special Investigation Unit. He
has made an outstanding contribution through
his career as Deputy Sheriff to the quality of
life for all Wayne County residents.

| commend Deputy Sheriff Alvarado’s sac-
rifice and contribution to the Wayne County
community and wish him the very best in his
retirement.
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HONORING PENNSYLVANIA CYSTIC
FIBROSIS, INC. (PACFI)

HON. TOM MARINO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
order to congratulate Pennsylvania Cystic Fi-
brosis, Inc. (PACFI) for 30 years of work in
raising Cystic Fibrosis awareness and funding
Cystic Fibrosis research efforts. PACFI is an
independent, non-profit, all volunteer organiza-
tion that provides crucial services and much
needed support for Pennsylvania families af-
fected by Cystic Fibrosis.

PACF|I was founded on October 2, 1985.
The PACFI organization is unique in that they
do not have a paid staff and operate solely
with volunteers. This allows PACFI to use
100% of donations they receive to provide
benefits for Pennsylvania families such as
paying for emergency and other medical ex-
penses.

PACFI also works to fund Cystic Fibrosis re-
search around the country. To date, they have
raised more than $565,000 for institutions and
universities that are on the leading edge of
Cystic Fibrosis research. These donations are
helping to discover better treatment options
and will hopefully lead to a cure.

PACFI is doing excellent work in Pennsyl-
vania on one of the most common and fatal
genetic diseases. Cystic Fibrosis affects ap-
proximately 1 in 2000 people and their life ex-
pectancy is only 35 years. | commend PACFI
for doing great work in the field of Cystic Fi-
brosis research and supporting families that
need assistance with the costs of Cystic Fibro-
sis treatment.

———

CONGRATULATING SOFIA VIC-
TORIA DE LA PENA ON FOUNDING
THE FIT KIDS DAY NON-PROFIT

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Sofia Victoria de la Pena on
her work founding Fit Kids Day, and estab-
lishing the group in the South Florida commu-
nity.

éofia Victoria was a ninth grader at
Carrollton School of the Sacred Heart in Coco-
nut Grove, FL when she recognized an in-
creased need for health programs for children.
She wanted to add to the work being done to
combat childhood obesity, and came up with a
plan. Her idea was an entire day focused on
fitness, which became known as Fit Kids Day.

To get the event started, Sofia Victoria
reached out to leading students at other
schools to be ambassadors for the program.
The students walked throughout their neigh-
borhoods, to spread awareness for the event
and attract community support. Local busi-
nesses chipped in to help with the first event,
providing services and food to the participants,
which were offered free of charge. Since the
first Fit Kids Day, the program has expanded,
and multiple cities have organized their own
events. In these cities, mayors or city man-
agers organize a day of activities that are pop-
ular in their area.
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