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RECOGNIZING HUNTINGTON HIGH
SCHOOL AND HUNTINGTON MID-
DLE SCHOOL STUDENTS FOR
REPRESENTING WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE 2015 SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
NATIONAL TOURNAMENT

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to recognize a team of talented students
from Huntington High School and Huntington
Middle School in Huntington, West Virginia, for
their participation in the 2015 Science Olym-
piad National Tournament at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln May 15—-16. Their participa-
tion is a first for any school from West Virginia
and is testament to the great accomplishments
of West Virginia students in the subject areas
of science, technology, engineering and math.

It is these students that are our future engi-
neers, mathematicians, physicians, and if the
results from this competition are any indica-
tion, our future is in great hands. | also want
to recognize the teachers and other volunteers
that made this event possible to attend for the
students. The knowledge and passion they
convey to the students is certainly reflected in
the impressive work that they do.

In closing, | would like to list the names of
those who represented the great state of West
Virginia at the 2015 Science Olympiad Na-
tional Tournament:

Science Olympiad team members from Hun-
tington Middle School include: Team Coach
Leann Haines, Tess Anderson, Beth Bell,
Khaled EI-Shazly, Allyson Ey, Elena Ferguson,
Shylah Johnson, Phillip Murphy, Kayla Patrick,
Rankin Payne, Sam Pittman, Clara Poling,
Perin Schray, Isaac Sutherland, Megan Wolf,
Demetrios Svingos, Cassidy Woodrum.

Science Olympiad team members from Hun-
tington High School include: Team Coach Wil-
liam  Strait, Adam Cordingley, Sarah
Cordingley, Denise Dawley, Omar Salem,
Abdullah Hijazi, Alicia Bird, Zach Perry, Triston
Poston, Will Frazier, Kyle Grimes, John Hol-
brook, Phillip Murphy, Thad Taylor, Steven
Richbart, Yazan Khader and Levi Parett.

———

IN HONOR OF THE HONORABLE
WILLIAM HUFF III

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a respected
public servant and outstanding citizen, the
Honorable William Huff Ill, Tax Commissioner
of Talbot County, Georgia. Sadly, Mr. Huff
passed away on Thursday, May 14, 2015. Fu-
neral services to celebrate his life will be held
on Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. at the
Central High School Gym in Talbotton, Geor-
gia.

A life-long resident of Talbot County, Geor-
gia, William Huff was born on November 11,
1945, the youngest of six children. After grad-
uating from Ruth Carter High School in
Talbotton in 1963, he enrolled in Fort Valley
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State University in Fort Valley, Georgia, where
he became a member of Omega Psi Phi Fra-
ternity, Inc. and was recognized in Who’'s Who
Among Colleges and Universities in 1966. He
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Social Sciences
and a Master’s degree in Guidance and Coun-
seling.

Upon graduation, Mr. Huff returned to Talbot
County and taught at Ruth Carter High School
from 1968—1970. During this time, he also was
a part-time car salesman at Meadows Motors
in Manchester, Georgia.

In 1971, Mr. Huff was elected to the Talbot
County Commission at the young age of 26,
launching a career in public service that would
span more than 40 years. Moreover, Mr.
Huff's election to the Talbot County Commis-
sion earned him a place in history as the first
African American elected to office in Talbot
County as well as the youngest African-Amer-
ican County Commissioner in the state of
Georgia. In 1988, he became the first African-
American Tax Commissioner in Talbot County.
Not one to rest on his laurels, Mr. Huff also
was a trailblazer in the business community,
becoming the first African-American Ford deal-
er in the state of Georgia in 1975.

Further demonstrating his enduring commit-
ment to his community, Mr. Huff served on nu-
merous boards, including the Talbot County
Planning Commission; Upson Technical Col-
lege; the Independent Farming Association;
and the Ford Motor Association. He was ap-
pointed to the United States Selective Service
System Board in 1998 and was also appointed
to the Governor's Council on Aging by former
Georgia Governor George Busbee.

Maya Angelou once said, “A great soul
serves everyone all the time. A great soul
never dies.” William Huff is one such great
soul, who served humanity in a special way.
He devoted nearly four decades of dedicated
service to the people of Talbot County through
his meaningful contribution of energy, skill,
and genuine passion. He was an honorable
human being who loved deeply and, in return,
was deeply loved. His impression on this earth
extends beyond himself to the very wellbeing
of Talbot County, and for it he will be remem-
bered by the community for time to come.

On a personal note, Mr. Huff was a dear
friend of longstanding. | have truly been
blessed by his friendship, counsel and inspira-
tion throughout the years.

William Huff is survived by his wife, Emma
Jean; children, William Vincent, Reginald, and
Jamie; eight wonderful grandchildren; and a
host of other family members and friends.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and |, along
with the more than 730,000 people of the Sec-
ond Congressional District salute Commis-
sioner William Huff for his dedicated service
and exceptional impact on Talbot County,
Georgia. | ask my colleagues in the House of
Representatives to join us in extending our
deepest sympathies to Mr. Huff's family,
friends and loved ones during this difficult
time. We pray that they will be consoled and
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead.

May 21, 2015
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ALMA S. ADAMS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, if | was present
during the end of yesterday’s vote series, |
would have voted “yea” on rolicall No. 259
and “nay” on rollcall No. 260.

———————

HONORING LAURA ELIZABETH
ALLIAH PERKINS FOR ACHIEV-
ING PERFECT ATTENDANCE
WHILE ENROLLED IN THE
BROWARD COUNTY SCHOOL SYS-
TEM FROM KINDERGARTEN
THROUGH HER SENIOR YEAR

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
to rise today to recognize Ms. Laura Elizabeth
Alliah Perkins, a recent graduate of Mcfatter
Technical High School. Laura was honored at
the Broward County Public Schools fourth an-
nual Best-in-Class and Perfect Attendance
Awards ceremony on Thursday, May 7, 2015,
and again on Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at the
Broward County School Board Meeting.

The Best-in-Class Award is an accolade
presented to students who have been continu-
ously enrolled in Broward County Public
Schools from kindergarten through 12th grade,
who have perfect attendance. This is a re-
markable achievement and it is an immense
honor of mine to recognize Laura for her un-
wavering devotion to education.

Having never missed a single day of school
for a total of 2,340 days is no small feat. Fur-
thermore, in a show of appreciation, various
community and business partners have joined
together to provide Laura and fellow honorees
with an assortment of gifts and supplies that
will assist them as they continue their journey
towards higher education.

Mr. Speaker. | once again want to commend
Ms. Laura Elizabeth Alliah Perkins for her
dedication and commitment to education. She
is a shining example of student success. |
wish her all the very best as she begins study-
ing at the University of South Florida this fall,
and know that she will make her community
and the state of Florida proud.

TRIBUTE TO RACHEL JACOBS
HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
deep sadness to pay tribute to a remarkable
person, Rachel Jacobs, who was among those
who tragically lost their lives in the Amtrak ac-
cident in Philadelphia last week. Rachel was
the eldest daughter of my close friends, Gilda
and John Jacobs, was the wife of Todd
Waldman, and a loving mother to her young
son, Jacob.

The accident has been devastating for those
who knew and loved Rachel Jacobs, and for




May 21, 2015

the families of the other people who were
killed or injured. Those families deserve to
know exactly how this horrific accident hap-
pened and to have confidence that it will never
be repeated. They also deserve to know that
those who bear responsibility for this tragedy
are also held accountable. | will insist on an-
swers, solutions, and accountability, and | trust
that my colleagues will join me.

At her funeral service in Michigan on Mon-
day, | and others had a chance to hear first-
hand just how deeply Rachel had touched the
lives of so many. There were common themes
among those who spoke at the service and in
several of the stories written about her in the
media since the accident. She was a dedi-
cated friend, always going out of her way to
be there for those she was close to. At the
service we heard about how during Hurricane
Sandy, when Rachel was 40 weeks pregnant
and coping without electrical power, she went
to the hospital to support a friend who was
giving birth. Rachel took great joy in her fam-
ily, as a wife and partner to Todd and as a
mother to Jacob. She was a leader and a
team builder who inspired her colleagues at
ApprenNet, the education technology startup
where she served as CEO. And she was in-
credibly smart, passionate and committed to
social justice. As one of her friends told the
Detroit Jewish News, “ . she lit so many
sparks. She was a visionary and a mobilizer.
I’'m amazed at how much she managed to fit
into her 39 years.”

Rachel was known not only for her vision,
but as the speakers at the service stressed,
for her willingness to do the hard work nec-
essary to bring her ideas to life. Detroit Nation
might be the most vivid example of this. Ra-
chel and friends in New York who had grown
up in the Detroit area talked about creating a
way for Detroit area natives who now live
elsewhere to stay connected to their home-
town and to participate in its revitalization. Ra-
chel took this idea, sparked by a discussion
among friends at a Passover Seder, and
founded Detroit Nation—a nonprofit organiza-
tion which now has more than 7,000 members
in Metro Detroit and throughout the country.
Detroit Nation creates connections between
former Detroiters with expertise in a variety of
areas and entrepreneurs and nonprofit organi-
zations in Detroit who can benefit from that
expertise, while also promoting the energy and
innovation taking place in Detroit to people in
cities throughout the country.

Mr. Speaker, Rachel Jacobs’ mother, Gilda,
perfectly described Rachel’s most vital trait
when she told the Detroit Jewish News that
her daughter “. . . connected with the world.”
This ability—to connect with the world and to
create connections between other people to
work together for a common good—has made
a difference in the lives of many. May we all
be inspired by Rachel, and | encourage my
colleagues to join me in extending the deepest
condolences to Rachel's husband, Todd
Waldman and their son Jacob; to her parents,
Gilda and John Jacobs; to her sister Jessica
Steinhardt; and to all of Rachel's family,
friends, and colleagues.
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IN HONOR OF MURRAY J. PEN-
DLETON, CHIEF OF POLICE OF
WATERFORD, CT POLICE DE-
PARTMENT

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to recognize Chief Murray J. Pendleton of Wa-
terford, Connecticut upon his retirement from
the Waterford Police Department.

For 48 years, Mr. Pendleton has been a
committed and active officer of the Waterford
Police Department, serving for the past 23 as
Chief of Police. Chief Pendleton has stead-
fastly focused on the security of citizens in
Waterford, and he is known in particular for
his devotion to improving traffic safety pro-
grams. Thanks to his tenacity and devotion,
his tenure as Chief in Waterford has been rec-
ognized nationally and has left a lasting im-
pact on the community.

Chief Pendleton’s impressive law enforce-
ment career started in the United States Air
Force as an Air Force Police Officer in 1962.
In 1967, he joined the Waterford Police De-
partment, serving in multiple specialized roles
until his promotion to Deputy Chief in 1984,
and Chief in 1991.

Chief Pendleton has served as a valued re-
source to my office throughout my time in
Congress, and his absence will be felt in east-
ern Connecticut. Chief Pendleton was not just
a leader in Waterford and its outstanding de-
partment, but in the entire state, advocating
for safe roads and highways, regionalizing first
responders and resources, and making police
and fire communications interoperable. Any
time | had a question, he always made himself
available in person or on the phone and his
responses were always direct and honest with
no sugarcoating.

Please join me in congratulating Chief Mur-
ray Pendleton on a lifetime of service to his
community, and wishing him a rewarding, and
well-deserved retirement.

———

DEDICATION OF THE LGBT MONU-
MENT IN ABRAHAM LINCOLN NA-
TIONAL CEMETERY

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Chicago Chapter of American
Veterans for Equal Rights, which will dedicate
a monument for LGBT Veterans in Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery in Elmwood, IL on
May 25, 2015. This is an historic day, as this
is the first federally-approved monument hon-
oring LGBT veterans to be dedicated in a Na-
tional Cemetery in the United States.

It is fitting that this monument is located in
the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery.
President Lincoln was not only our 16th Presi-
dent and from the great state of lllinois, but he
was also the founder of the National Cemetery
system. His Gettysburg Address of 1863 be-
came a model of the principles of nationalism,
republicanism, equal rights, liberty, and de-
mocracy.
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| am grateful for the efforts of the American
Veterans for Equal Rights (AVER) and their
continued commitment and dedication to equal
rights and equitable treatment for all present
and former members of the United States
Armed Forces.

Thanks to Stanley J. Jenczyk and his col-
leagues with the Chicago Chapter of AVER,
the LGBT veteran community will have a last-
ing tribute honoring their achievements and
sacrifices. This monument recognizes the in-
numerable accomplishments of our military
and forever commemorates their endeavors as
servants of our great nation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in celebrating this significant dedication with
the Chicago Chapter of American Veterans for
Equal Rights. | am honored to have such an
exceptional organization in my district.

————

CONGRATULATING MILLEDGE-
VILLE’S TRIUMPH
AEROSTRUCTURES-VOUGH AIR-
CRAFT DIVISION

HON. JODY B. HICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to applaud Milledgeville’s Triumph
Aerostructures-Vought Aircraft Division, an ex-
ceptional manufacturer located in Baldwin
County, Georgia that was recognized as the
2015 “Large Manufacturer of the Year” by the
Georgia Department of Economic Develop-
ment.

Today, | praise Triumph for their global vi-
sion, their commitment to job creation, and for
their extensive economic contribution through-
out Middle Georgia. In my opinion, Mr. Speak-
er, Triumph is more than a manufacturing
company but also a place of business integrity
and workforce excellence. And | am honored
to have a business like Triumph in my home
district.

Mr. Speaker, Triumph is not only dedicated
to business excellence but also determined to
building a network of community leaders
throughout their organization. Triumph’s man-
agement established a tuition reimbursement
program for its employees looking to further
their education while dedicating countless vol-
unteer hours to United Way, Relay For Life,
and the American Red Cross.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | con-
gratulate Triumph on their outstanding eco-
nomic and leadership achievements, and |
look forward to their future endeavors in the
10th district of Georgia.

———

HONORING MARTHA HERM FOR
HER WORK WITH THE CENTER
FOR PREVENTION OF ABUSE

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Martha Herm for the more than two
decades she spent as the Executive Director
of the Center for Prevention of Abuse in Peo-
ria, lllinois.
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