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RECOGNIZING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TOWN AND COUN-
TY CLUB 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 90th anniversary of 
the Town and County Club in Hartford, Con-
necticut. This club was originally founded on 
May 21, 1925 as a private women’s club and 
has continually flourished into an esteemed lo-
cation for members to enjoy organized social, 
intellectual, and artistic gatherings. 

The first President of the club was Miss 
Anne Eliot Trumbull, and on the day of the 
first meeting of her Board, the Club had been 
incorporated with the assistance of attorney 
Barclay Robinson, under the name of ‘The 
Town and County Club, Incorporated’. The Ar-
ticles of Association state the purposes for 
which the corporation was formed, and signed 
by the 16 subscribers present at the meeting. 
The Articles state: ‘For creating an organized 
center for women’s work, thought and action; 
advancing the interests of women; promoting 
science, literature, and art; providing an ac-
cessible place of meeting for its members; 
promoting social intercourse by such means 
as the members of the corporation shall deem 
expedient and proper for that purpose, and for 
acquiring and maintaining and club house and 
grounds.’ 

In a time when the most private club mem-
berships were restricted to men, these women 
represented the voice and action for change 
by creating one of their own. In just five years 
after women’s suffrage in 1920, women in the 
Hartford County area chose to congregate and 
soon created this popular club that would con-
tinue on and today, celebrate its 90th anniver-
sary. It is my honor to congratulate the Town 
and County Club in Hartford, Connecticut. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 2015 GRAD-
UATES OF LEADERSHIP ROWAN 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the graduates of the Leadership 
Rowan class of 2015. These graduates rep-
resent a cross-section of leaders in Rowan 
County, North Carolina, who are dedicated to 
making their county and local communities a 
better place. 

Leadership Rowan is a nine month program 
designed to teach existing leaders and com-
munity volunteers about important local 
issues, introduce them to new means of in-
volvement, and connect them with other lead-
ers in the community. For 23 years under the 
sponsorship of the Rowan County Chamber of 

Commerce, Leadership Rowan has graduated 
over 500 emerging leaders. 

As a graduate of Leadership Cabarrus and 
Leadership Montgomery, which are similar 
programs in other North Carolina counties, I 
understand the level of commitment necessary 
to complete this program. I commend each 
graduate for taking the time to learn more 
about the political, cultural, social, economic, 
and educational issues in Rowan County in 
order to better understand and improve our 
community. These 25 graduates completed 
courses in History and Power; Business and 
the Economy; Public Education; Human 
Needs; Government; Criminal Justice; Com-
munications; and Quality of Life. 

Participants in this year’s Leadership Rowan 
class include: Keri Allman, D.J. Barksdale, 
Gary Blabon, Keith Bowersox, Wendy Brindle, 
Mary Burridge, Thomas Cobb, Heather 
Crawford, Victoria Curran, Teresa Dakins, 
Addison Davis, Benjamin Davis, Michelle Fish-
er, Jon Folstad, Rori Godsey, Ashlee Hawkins, 
Deborah Johnson, Heather King, Glenwood 
Oats Jr., Ann Pressly, Laurie Ritchie, Janet 
Spriggs, Shane Valley, Curtis Walker, and 
Jeanette West. 

It is an honor today to congratulate the 
graduates of Leadership Rowan for completing 
this program and for their dedication to serving 
our community and the State of North Caro-
lina. 

f 

HONORING RABBI ANCHELLE PERL 
AND THE WINNERS OF THE 
GOOD DEED AWARDS FOR LONG 
ISLAND TEENAGERS 

HON. KATHLEEN M. RICE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the outstanding work of 
Rabbi Anchelle Perl of Chabad of Mineola and 
the winners of the prestigious Good Deed 
Awards for Long Island Teenagers. 

For over two decades, the National Com-
mittee for the Furtherance of Jewish Education 
(NCFJE) has worked tirelessly to showcase 
and celebrate the tremendous achievements 
and service of our youth and to help our great-
er community appreciate their work. 

The Good Deed Awards have helped pro-
vide so many young men and women with the 
recognition, confidence and encouragement 
they need to continue on a path of public serv-
ice and become the leaders of tomorrow. This 
organization instills in them a sense of pur-
pose and pride and demonstrates the potential 
that our nation’s youth have for creating posi-
tive change in their communities and improv-
ing the lives of others. 

That is why I want to begin by congratu-
lating this year’s winners. These 31 incredible 
young men and women come from over a 
dozen different high schools, represent a di-
verse set of backgrounds and cultures, and 

were nominated by a variety of distinguished 
community members, including educators, reli-
gious and community leaders, elected officials, 
and members of the local business commu-
nity. Brought together by their commitment to 
public service and the desire to help others, 
this year’s winners truly embody the very best 
that our community has to offer. 

I also want to acknowledge Rabbi Anchelle 
Perl of Chabad of Mineola, who has graciously 
hosted the Good Deed Awards for the past 22 
years. Having had the honor of attending this 
event in the past, I know the crucial role that 
Rabbi Perl plays in guiding and encouraging 
these incredible young men and women, and 
in promoting community support for their work. 
Rabbi Perl has devoted his life to serving this 
community and I am truly proud to be his rep-
resentative in Congress. 

f 

HELEN GORDON DAVIS 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to recognize the outstanding work of 
a trailblazing public servant and one of the 
champions of the Florida equal rights and civil 
rights movements, the late Florida State Sen-
ator Helen Gordon Davis, who represented the 
Tampa Bay area in the Florida Legislature 
from 1974 until 1992. 

Senator Davis devoted her public service 
career to confronting and changing the in-
equalities in economic, legal and social status 
for women and African Americans. She was a 
true pioneer for pay equity for women. In 
1980, Mrs. Davis was presented with the Flor-
ida ACLU Bill of Rights Award as a testament 
to her dedication for civil liberties for all. 

Senator Davis was elected to the Florida 
State House of Representatives in 1974 as 
the first woman from Hillsborough County to 
be elected to the Florida Legislature. She was 
subsequently re-elected six times. In 1988, 
Senator Davis successfully ran for the state 
Senate where she fought for economic equal-
ity for women, and sponsored the first legisla-
tion on sexual harassment. Among her many 
achievements, Mrs. Davis created the Mar-
riage License Trust fund for Spouse Abuse 
Centers, Court Depositories for Child Support 
Payments, the Displaced Homemakers for Di-
vorced Women Act, and doubled the penalties 
for hate crimes. 

With passion and courage, Mrs. Davis 
paved the way for future generations of 
Hillsborough County women in politics. 

Before her time as an influential legislator, 
Mrs. Davis was president of the League of 
Women Voters of Hillsborough County from 
1966–1969. In 1971, Mrs. Davis founded Flor-
ida’s first women’s center which sought to help 
women succeed in the workplace and helped 
many gain tangible professional and life skills. 
Mrs. Davis was the first recipient of the 
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League of Women Voters of Hillsborough 
County’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Mrs. Davis was born on Christmas Day, 
1926 in Brooklyn, New York. Originally a stage 
actress, Mrs. Davis moved to Tampa in 1948 
with husband Gene Davis, where she was a 
high school drama teacher and regular fixture 
in the community theater. 

Although Mrs. Davis passed away on May 
18, 2015, her legacy will continue through her 
broad-based legislative accomplishments, the 
Women’s Centre in the Hyde Park community 
of Tampa, and the women she championed 
both professionally and personally. Mrs. Davis 
is survived by her daughters Stephanie and 
Karen, her son Gordon, her sister Jeanne, and 
her two grandchildren. On behalf of the 
Tampa community, I am proud to recognize 
Helen Gordon Davis for her dedication to 
Hillsborough County, the State of Florida, and 
to women everywhere. 

f 

AMERICAN RESEARCH AND 
COMPETITIVENESS ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 20, 2015 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in opposition to H.R. 
880—another unpaid-for permanent extension 
of an expired tax provision offered by the Ma-
jority. 

I am privileged to represent many of our 
country’s leading research institutions and in-
novative researchers and entrepreneurs in 
New York’s 12th District. Like many of my col-
leagues, I believe that a permanent R&D cred-
it will support critical research and create high- 
skilled, high-paying jobs throughout the coun-
try. This bill makes important improvements to 
the credit, and I hope to work with my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to provide 
incentives for businesses to invest in research 
and development. 

However, I cannot support policies that ex-
tend certain tax provisions while other critical 
tax credits, like those for higher education and 
the Earned Income Tax Credit, face an uncer-
tain future. All told, the Majority’s slate of un-
paid-for permanent tax extensions would in-
crease the deficit by nearly $600 billion, all 
while its budget proposes severe cuts to edu-
cation, transportation, and critical safety net 
programs in the name of deficit reduction. 
Americans are not fooled by this double stand-
ard, and Congress should reject this disingen-
uous approach to tax policy. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND DEDI-
CATED SERVICE OF NORTHWEST 
FLORIDA’S BELOVED JIM BRUCE 
GRANT, JR. 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the life and dedicated service of 
Northwest Florida’s beloved Jim Bruce Grant, 
Jr. Jim was a loving husband, father, grand-

father, patriot, and friend, and his loss will be 
mourned by all those who knew him. 

A native of Gulf Breeze, Florida, Jim 
showed tremendous leadership and service 
qualities, earning Eagle Scout honors during 
high school, and he built on this success when 
he answered the call of duty, joining the Flor-
ida Army National Guard in 1982. Jim also 
continued his education, earning multiple col-
lege and post-graduate degrees including both 
a Bachelor’s of Science and an LL.M degree 
from the University of Florida, as well as a JD 
from the University of Alabama. 

After a civilian break in service, Jim rejoined 
the Alabama Army National Guard in 2004, 
serving as a Staff Judge Advocate with 62nd 
Troop Command, Montgomery, Alabama. Dur-
ing Jim’s time in the Alabama Army National 
Guard, he served three tours of duty in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom and Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. During his first two 
tours, in 2006 and 2010, Jim was assigned as 
a Military Intelligence Advisor in Afghanistan, 
while his final tour was served supporting Spe-
cial Forces in Iraq as part of 1st Battalion, 
20th Special Forces Group, Huntsville, Ala-
bama. In total, Jim served our Nation for more 
than 16 years with honor and distinction, earn-
ing numerous awards including: two Meri-
torious Service Medals, two Army Commenda-
tion Medals, Army Combat Action Badge, Af-
ghan Campaign Medal with the number 2, and 
the Iraq Campaign Medal. 

In addition to his meritorious service as part 
of our Nation’s Armed Forces, Jim also had a 
successful career as an attorney in the firm of 
Capell and Howard in Montgomery, Alabama, 
and he was a loving and devoted family man. 

To some Jim Grant will be remembered as 
a patriot and veteran, to others as a first-class 
attorney committed to our constitutional justice 
system, to his family and friends he will be for-
ever be remembered as a husband, father and 
grandfather. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to recognize the life 
of Jim Bruce Grant, Jr. My wife Vicki and I ex-
tend our heartfelt prayers and condolences to 
his wife, Jennifer; daughters, Amanda and 
Alicen; grandson, George; sisters, Janie and 
Diane; and the entire Grant family. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DELBERT STEVENS 
FOR HIS HEROIC ACTIONS IN DE-
FENSE OF HIS COUNTRY DURING 
WORLD WAR II 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Delbert Stevens, a native of Al-
toona, for his heroic efforts and selfless serv-
ice to his country in World War II. Mr. Ste-
vens, who grew up in Huntingdon County, will 
be deservingly honored at the upcoming Al-
toona Memorial Day Parade. He joined the 
Marines in 1943 when he was 23. He fought 
for our nation at Iwo Jima, where American 
forces undertook a historically difficult mission 
to advance our position in the war. Though 
nearly 7,000 Americans perished and 20,000 
more were wounded in the siege, Mr. Stevens 
survived the long battle. 

Among the soldiers called upon to secure 
the island, Mr. Stevens, serving as a corporal 

in the 28th Marine Regiment, overcame some 
of the grisliest experiences of combat. In un-
wavering service to his country and fellow Ma-
rines, he contributed to a decisive victory that 
ultimately helped enable American victory in 
the Pacific in World War II. 

It is my honor to recognize him, one of our 
nation’s many heroes, for his courageous 
service to our country. I would also like to 
thank all the other men and women like him 
who unselfishly promote and defend the Amer-
ican cause so that the world may be a better 
place. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MACEDONIA 
MINISTRY BAPTIST CHURCH ON 
ITS 80TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the United 
States House of Representatives to join me in 
recognizing the Macedonia Missionary Baptist 
Church on the occasion of their 80th anniver-
sary. 

Macedonia Ministry Baptist Church has 
been described as being unique in the sense 
that many of the descendants of the founders 
and early leaders of the church are still active 
members today. 

On May 9, 1935, a council of 16 men and 
women came together to organize a new Mis-
sionary Baptist church in the City of Flint. The 
first pastor was Rev. Joseph Mack. In the 
1940’s, Rev. Ira Watkins led the congregation 
into a building fund campaign for the building 
of a new church. In 1953, they moved from 
their original storefront dwelling to their new 
building at 1116 Hickory Street. Rev. Watkins 
passed away in October of 1960, after serving 
20 years as pastor. 

In December of 1960, the congregation 
elected Dr. J.C. Curry as its third pastor. Dr. 
J.C. Curry would become the church’s longest 
serving pastor and was one of the original or-
ganizers of the Church-Security-in-Ministry ini-
tiative. After 41 years, Dr. Curry retired in 
2001. 

The fourth pastor was Rev. Alfred L. Harris 
who led the congregation from 2002 to 2011. 
In June 2012, Bishop Neal Roberson was 
named as the new pastor. Pastor Roberson 
was honored to accept the assignment, stating 
he was grateful for the opportunity. 

For eight decades, the Macedonia Mis-
sionary Baptist Church has worked tirelessly 
to help those in the community most in need. 
Residents of the area have come to rely on 
the Macedonia Ministry Baptist Church for 
such blessings as food baskets given to the 
impoverished during the holidays, ministerial 
services offered to inmates of the Genesee 
County Jail, and the annual Free Food Give- 
Away. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the tenacity of the 
Macedonia Ministry Baptist Church and thank 
them for the service they have provided to the 
City of Flint and surrounding communities. 
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