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eloquently said, “The great thing about edu-
cation is they can’t take it away from you.”

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL ASIAN
AND PACIFIC ISLANDER HIV/
AIDS AWARENESS DAY

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today | have
reintroduced a resolution to honor the memory
of the Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians,
and Pacific Islanders we have lost to AIDS,
and to recognize those whom are still living
with HIV/AIDS the United States. The resolu-
tion supports the goals and ideals of National
Asian and Pacific Islander HIV/AIDS Aware-
ness Day and its observance, and it draws at-
tention to the stigma and disparities that
hinder proper treatment and prevention within
these communities.

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders com-
prise more than 50 different ethnic subgroups,
speaking more than 100 languages and dia-
lects. This resolution recognizes the impor-
tance of providing access to culturally- and lin-
guistically-competent services, especially HIV
testing. According to an analysis of data from
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), Asian Americans and Pacific Is-
landers were the only racial/ethnic groups with
a statistically significant increase in new HIV
diagnoses. The CDC estimates that 36 per-
cent of the HIV diagnoses among these com-
munities progress to AIDS in less than 12
months. Additionally, the CDC estimates
among people living with HIV/AIDS, 22 per-
cent of Asian Americans and 27 percent of
Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders are un-
aware they are infected with HIV.

Yet, with increasing rates of infection, they
continue to have the lowest rates of access to
HIV-testing services. Although there are a
number of factors that contribute to increasing
rates of infections, stigma and discrimination
associated with an HIV/AIDS has proved to be
a leading factor in low testing rates and in-
creased risk-taking behaviors.

The observance of National Asian and Pa-
cific Islander HIV/AIDS Awareness Day was
established by the Banyan Tree Project, and
began as a national campaign to raise aware-
ness of the impact of the HIV/AIDS-related
stigma and how it contributes to lower testing
rates and greater risk-taking behaviors. Addi-
tionally, the work continues with the Asian and
Pacific Islander American Health Forum who
have worked nationally for more than 20
years, including in my home district of Guam,
in helping to strengthen community-based or-
ganizations and programs responding to HIV/
AIDS among Asian Americans, Native Hawai-
ians, and Pacific Islanders.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
in addressing this need and advancing the
larger cause of reducing HIV/AIDS-related
stigmas and disparities in access to HIV pre-
vention, testing and treatment. | thank my col-
leagues, Representatives JupY CHU, RAUL
GRIJALVA, MIKE HONDA, BARBARA LEE, TED
LIEU, ALAN LOWENTHAL, JIM MCDERMOTT,
PEDRO  PIERLUISI,  AMATA  RADEWAGEN,
CHARLES RANGEL, ADAM SCHIFF, ADAM SMITH,
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and MARK TAKANO for their support as original
cosponsors of this resolution.

STUDENT LOAN DEBT RELIEF ACT

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Student Loan Debt Relief Act.
This legislation relieves a potential tax burden
that may be imposed on student loan bor-
rowers that use income-based repayment and
income-contingent repayment programs.

This bill eliminates a tax penalty on student
loan borrowers. After 2025 years of pay-
ments on the income-based repayment or in-
come-contingent repayment plans, student
loan borrowers can have their outstanding
debt balance forgiven. However, under current
law, the amount forgiven is considered income
payable immediately.

Programs such as the income based repay-
ment program have helped in a small way to
ensure that students can continue to pursue
their dreams and get on with their lives while
they responsibly pay off their student debt.

It also makes students the promise that if
they hold up their end of the bargain for twen-
ty to twenty-five years they will have their re-
maining debt forgiven.

Slamming students and families with a mas-
sive tax bill after they have played by the rules
is just wrong. This bill is yet another step to-
ward leveling the playing field for a generation
students being devastated by the growing stu-
dent loan crisis in this country.

———
CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE WEST

CALDWELL PUBLIC LIBRARY
HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the West Caldwell Public Li-
brary, located in the Township of West
Caldwell, New Jersey as it celebrates its 100th
Anniversary.

The West Caldwell Public Library, founded
by the request of Julia H. Potwin, is an impor-
tant piece of communal life in the Township of
West Caldwell. Families, friends, and students
gather at the Library to conduct research,
enjoy literary works, and socialize. The Li-
brary, located on the first floor of the West
Caldwell Municipal Building, is at the center of
West Caldwell life, and offers a myriad of
books, catalogs, and reference materials. The
Library holds an important public function in
serving the community through literary means,
and is enjoyed by many.

Originally known as the Julia H. Potwin Me-
morial Library, this library was created by the
request of Julia Potwin, the daughter of Na-
thaniel S. Crane. Although Julia never saw the
construction of the Library, she requested in
her will that a library be built. She issued spe-
cific instructions as to how it should look and
function, and also left her extensive book col-
lection to the Library. Julia sought to create a
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library that served a more integral role in her
community. According to the Library’s Presi-
dent of the Board of Trustees, her ideas were
not common views of what a library should be.
Julia wanted her library to be more personal
than average libraries, as evident by her re-
quest for the Library to include a living room
and a place for the caretaker to sleep.

The West Caldwell Public Library currently
offers a variety of programs for adults, which
include Friday afternoon movies, concerts,
dramatic presentations, book discussions, and
a Summer Reading program. These activities
represent the Library’s mission of upholding
principles of intellectual freedom and the
public’s ’right to know.” Included within the Li-
brary’s collection are 40,000 book titles, 200
magazines and periodicals, and a large selec-
tion of DVDs and CDs.

As part of its success in functioning as a
communal gathering place for West Caldwell
residents, the Library holds a teen advisory
group, family story time, sing and dance
events, and seminars on Social Security. The
Library continues Julia Potwin’s idiosyncratic
vision of what a library should be by func-
tioning as more than just a place to check out
books.

To celebrate 100 successful years of offer-
ing the public a center for learning, the West
Caldwell Public Library has planned several
events, with the incorporation of the slogan
“Celebrate the Past, Create the Future.”
Among these events is a concert titled “100
Years of American Music,” featuring the Jane
Stuart Ensemble as well as a reading from
Julia Potwin’s personal diary. Both of these
events encompass the Library’s constant dedi-
cation to acknowledging the past while also
cultivating the future.

| commend the members and Board of
Trustees of the West Caldwell Public Library,
especially Library Manager Karen Kelly, for
their dedication to serving the people of West
Caldwell. The Library is a special place for all
and will continue to function as a public forum
for learning.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the West Caldwell
Public Library as it celebrates its 100th Anni-
versary.

—

INTRODUCTION OF THE 40TH ANNI-
VERSARY RESOLUTION FOR THE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to introduce a resolu-
tion with my friend and colleague MARSHA
BLACKBURN to honor the National Association
of Women Business Owners (NAWBO) on its
40th anniversary in 2015.

Since it was established in 1975, NAWBO
has allowed women entrepreneurs to collabo-
rate and grow their businesses through 60
chapters across the country. With over 5,000
members representing a wide range of indus-
tries, NAWBO pushes for positive change to
our business climate and public policy to help
women entrepreneurs succeed in the Amer-
ican economy.
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| am so pleased to have worked with Rep.
BLACKBURN on this resolution, and hope that
all of our colleagues will join us to celebrate
NAWBO on its 40th anniversary.

———————

IN HONOR OF DETECTIVE RICHARD
P. DEVOE, SR.

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Detective Richard P. DeVoe, in rec-
ognition of his outstanding contributions to the
City of Boston, and to commend him for 45
years of dedicated service with the Boston Po-
lice Department.

The son of Catherine and Walter DeVoe,
Richie was born on April 10, 1950, in Dor-
chester, Massachusetts. He attended elemen-
tary school in Dorchester, and then went on to
the Grover Cleveland Middle School. Richie
then attended South Boston High School,
graduating in 1970. Subsequently, he attended
Curry College in Milton, MA, graduating
Magna Cum Laude in 2002.

Upon his graduation from South Boston
High School, Richie went to work at the Bos-
ton Police Department. From 1970-1974, he
was assigned to the cadet program, Badge
#188. From there, he became a police dis-
patcher from 1974-1979. He served as a pa-
trolman, Badge #2893, from 1979-1987, and
then worked as a detective, Badge #550, from
1987-2015.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to his assigned du-
ties, Richie took on several important respon-
sibilities within the Boston Police Department:
he is a director of the Boston Police Relief As-
sociation, serving as president in 1993. On
May 1, 2015, Richie was appointed Chairman
of the Memorial Committee. Further, Richie
has been part of the Boston Police Stress Unit
since 1998, and he travelled to Ground Zero
in New York City in September, 2001, in order
to assist the New York City Police Department
in the aftermath of the September 11 terrorist
attacks.

Richie also serves as a vice-president of the
South Boston Citizens Association, and he is
a member of the Tynan Community Board. He
is also a member of the South Boston Histor-
ical Society and the Boston Police Emerald
Society.

Richie has had the good fortune to be mar-
ried to Patricia for 39 years. They are the
proud parents of three children: Richard, Jr.,
Suzanne, and Kristy. They are grandparents
to Liam, Sophie, Lance, and Michael.

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to take
the floor of the House today to join with Rich-
ard P. DeVoe’s family, friends, and contem-
poraries to thank him for his remarkable serv-
ice to the City of Boston.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF JUAN
BATISTA VICINI, A DOMINICAN
HERO

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the life and legacy of Juan Batista Vicini,
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a dedicated leader, a reliable ally, and a long-
standing friend who passed away on April 28,
2015. We have truly experienced a great loss
not only to the Dominican Republic, but also
to the international community. He was loved,
respected tremendously, and we will certainly
miss his spirit of leadership and strength.

Mr. Vicini was born in Genoa, ltaly and be-
came the so-called first Dominican mogul after
receiving a degree in Chemical Engineering
from the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology. Before his death, Mr. Vicini had led
the Vicini family business for over 50 years.
As Vicini Assets Management’s third genera-
tion leader, Mr. Vicini laid the groundwork to
transform the family company into the most
important assets administrator in the Carib-
bean and Central America.

Mr. Vicini, the Vicini family and | all worked
together on the issue of multi-lateral govern-
ment investment in Haiti and the Dominican
Republic. We also worked on trade in relation
to the Haitian Hemispheric Opportunity for
Partnership Encouragement Act of 2006
(HOPE) and the Haiti Economic Lift Program
Act (HELP), signed into law by President
Barack Obama in 2010. These two Acts ex-
panded and extended existing apparel trade
opportunities for Haiti, which is important as
their economy continues to bounce back from
the earthquake several years ago.

| have the great honor to serve a congres-
sional district with one of the nation’s largest
Dominican populations. From Washington
Heights to Inwood, Dominicans continue to im-
prove our neighborhoods, with their vibrant
cultural and economic contributions every day.

Mr. Vicini embodied the bright Dominican
culture and enriched the lives of everyone he
knew. During my visit to the Dominican Re-
public last year, | was very pleased to be able
to visit Vicini Assets Management and see the
results of Mr. Vicini’s decades-long success.
While the world lost a great businessman and
leader, | am confident that his children will
carry on his legacy for years to come.

—————

GROW AMERICA ACT
INTRODUCTION

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of the Grow America Act, introduced
today by Congressman PETER DEFAZzIO. As we
prepare to vote on yet another short-term ex-
tension, it is important to reiterate the kind of
investment our nation needs to build a 21st
century transportation system. We cannot con-
tinue kicking the can down the road as our na-
tion’s infrastructure continues to deteriorate.

It is also clear that we cannot keep flat-fund-
ing infrastructure. The American Society of
Civil Engineers has given our nation’s infra-
structure a D+ grade—we need significant
new investment to repair structurally-deficient
bridges, upgrade transit systems, and rebuild
roads. The Grow America Act will increase
funding for these critical needs.

While | do not agree with all the policy pro-
visions in this Act, and believe there are some
important ideas that are not included, | am
proud to add my name as a cosponsor to sup-
port critical investment in transportation. | look
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forward to working with my colleagues to pass
a long-term, comprehensive bill this summer.

———————

RECOGNIZING WARREN N. JACK-
SON FOR HIS HONORABLE SERV-
ICE TO THE NATION IN THE
UNITED STATES ARMY AND FOR
HIS PATRIOTISM AND VALOR
THEREIN

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
recognizing Mr. Warren N. Jackson, for his
honorable service in the United States Army.

Mr. Warren N. Jackson served the nation
honorably in the United States Army, 3758th
Quartermaster Truck Company throughout
World War Il and retired from the 41st Artil-
lery, serving from 1944 through 1966. On this
date, at the age of 92, Mr. Jackson traveled
from his home in Flint, Michigan to Wash-
ington, D.C. in order to tour and pay homage
at the World War Il Memorial. To that effect,
Mr. Jackson pays honor to the war to which
he was a witness and remembers those
known and unknown lost throughout the war.
Therefore, he encourages all Americans to
cherish and honor the sacrifice borne by our
men and women in uniform from all theaters
and eras.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud Mr. Warren Jackson
for his service and unyielding commitment to
the nation.

———

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 13, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1735) to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense
and for military construction, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes:

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chair, | ask that
the following exchange of letters be submitted
during consideration of H.R. 1735:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY,

Washington, DC, May 1, 2015.
Hon. WILLIAM M. “MAC”’ THORNBERRY,
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. THORNBERRY: I write to confirm
our mutual understanding regarding H.R.
1735, the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2016. This legislation con-
tains subject matter within the jurisdiction
of the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology. However, in order to expedite
floor consideration of this important legisla-
tion, the Committee waives consideration of
the bill.

The Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology takes this action only with the
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