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Athletic Department, sponsored the local min-
strel project, and actively provided scholar-
ships to ensure the future success of area stu-
dents. Since the scholarship program began in
1992, the Alumni Association has awarded
over $200,000 to local graduates, and now
awards a total of five scholarships annually.

| extend my gratitude to the members of the
Wiconisco High School Alumni Association for
their dedication to each other, to education,
and to the improvement of their community.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday,
May 12, Wednesday, May 13, Thursday, May
14, Friday, May 15, and Monday, May 18,
2015, | was out on medical leave on account
of a successful procedure to clear a blocked
artery and was unable to be present for re-
corded votes.

Had | been present, on May 12, | would
have voted “yes” on roll call no. 216, the
Don’t Tax Our Fallen First Responders Act
(H.R. 606), “no” on roll call no. 217, the
Edwards amendment to H.R. 1732, “no” on
roll call no. 218, the Democratic Motion to Re-
commit with Instructions to H.R. 1732, “yes”
on roll call no. 219, the Regulatory Integrity
Protection Act (H.R. 1732), and “yes” on roll
call no. 220, the Defending Public Safety Em-
ployee’s Retirement Act (H.R. 2146).

On May 13, had | been present, | would
have voted “yes” on roll call no. 221, the rule
allowing floor debate on H.R. 1735, H.R. 36,
and H.R. 2048 (H. Res. 255). On roll call no.
222, | would have voted “no” on the Demo-
cratic Motion to Recommit with Instructions,
and | would have voted “yes” on roll call no.
223, passage of the Pain-Capable Unborn
Child Protection Act (H.R. 36.) | also would
have voted “yes” on roll call no. 224, passage
of H.R. 2048, the Uniting and Strengthening
America by Fulfilling Rights and Ensuring Ef-
fective Discipline Over Monitoring Act of 2015.

On May 14, had | been present, | would
have voted “yes” on roll call no. 225, the rule
allowing further debate on H.R. 1735 (H. Res.
260). | would also have voted “yes” on roll call
no. 226, the Iran Nuclear Agreement Review
Act of 2015 (H.R. 1191) and “yes” on roll call
no. 227, the Hezbollah International Financing
Prevention Act of 2015 (H.R. 2297).

Additionally, on amendments to H.R. 1735,
| would have voted “no” on roll call no. 228,
Polis amendment no. 2; “yes” on roll call no.
229, Brooks of Alabama amendment no. 5;
“yes” on roll call no. 230, Walorski amend-
ment no. 15; “no” on roll call no. 231, Smith
of Washington amendment no. 16; and “yes”
on roll call no. 232, McCaul amendment no.
17.

Had | been present on May 15, on amend-
ments to H.R. 1735, | would have voted “yes”
on roll call no. 233, Rohrabacher amendment
no. 23; “yes” on roll call no. 234, Lamborn
amendment no. 27; “no” on roll call no. 235,
Blumenauer amendment no. 32; “yes” on roll
call no. 236, Lucas amendment no. 38; “no”
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on roll call no. 237, Nadler amendment no. 41;
and “no” on roll call no. 238, the Democratic
Motion to Recommit H.R. 1735 with instruc-
tion. | would have voted “yes” on roll call no.
239, final passage of H.R. 1735, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2016.

On May 18, had | been present, | would
have voted “yes” on roll call no. 240, the Vet-
eran’s I.D. Card Act (H.R. 91), “yes” on roll
call no. 241, the Service Disabled Veteran
Owned Small Business Relief Act (H.R. 1313),
and “yes” on roll call no. 242, the Boosting
Rates of American Veteran Employment Act
(H.R. 1382).

———

IN HONOR OF MARY COLLINS,
STATE DIRECTOR OF THE NEW
HAMPSHIRE SMALL BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT CENTER

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mary Collins as she retires after 18
years as the State Director of the New Hamp-
shire Small Business Development Center. In
this position, Mary oversaw the Center’s state-
wide, regional, and satellite offices, edu-
cational programs, and economic development
initiatives. Mary was a dedicated leader and
instrumental in ensuring the success of small
businesses in the Granite State. Her commit-
ment to New Hampshire small businesses has
had a deep impact on our state.

The New Hampshire Small Business Devel-
opment Center (NH SBDC) assists approxi-
mately 3,000 small businesses across the
state each year through advising and edu-
cation programs. New Hampshire’s economy
depends on a strong commitment to providing
support for these small businesses. As State
Director, Mary had a deep understanding of
this and made sure the NH SBDC was a wide-
ly available resource for Granite State small
businesses. With years of dedicated service
as State Director, Mary has positioned the NH
SBDC well for a future of continuing to assist
small businesses in our state.

In addition to her position at the NH SBDC,
Mary has also served on many boards and as
a member of many organizations across the
state and in her hometown community. She
was on the board of directors of the New
Hampshire High Technology Council, New
Hampshire Experimental Program to Stimulate
Competitive Research, and New Hampshire
International Trade Advisory Board. In addi-
tion, she served as a member of the Nashua
Chamber of Commerce’s Advocacy Com-
mittee, the Legislative Committee for the Na-
tional Association of Small Business Develop-
ment Centers, and the New Hampshire Legis-
lature’s Business Regulation Commission.

Mary has received recognition on several
occasions for her great service to our state
and community. She received the Business
Excellence Hall of Fame Award from the NH
Business Review in 2007, the NH Business &
Industry Award in 2009, and the Citizens Bank
Good Citizens Award in 2010. This year, Mary
received the Mary Dumais Memorial Fund
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Award, in honor of her dedication to working
with women entrepreneurs and women-owned
businesses.

| feel very lucky to have had the opportunity
to work alongside Mary over the past few
years. | look forward to continuing to work with
the NH SBDC and on behalf of small busi-
nesses in the Granite State.

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s Second Congressional District, | thank
Mary for everything she has done for small
businesses in our state making it a better
place to live, work, and raise a family. | am
honored to recognize and congratulate Mary
on her retirement and wish her the best of
luck on her next steps.

———

CONGRATULATING ALL  ABOUT
TREES, LLC, FOR EARNING THE
2015 SPRINGFIELD AREA CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE SMALL BUSI-
NESS AWARD

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Noel Boyer and his team at All About
Trees, LLC, in Springfield, Missouri, for being
awarded the 2015 Springfield Area Chamber
of Commerce Small Business Award.

Noel, who is a board certified master
arborist with the International Society of Arbo-
riculture, took over the now 22-year-old busi-
ness in 2005 and has grown it into the accom-
plished business it is today. For more than a
decade, he and his well-seasoned team have
been caring for Springfield’s trees, further glo-
rifying the Queen City’s “Tree City USA” des-
ignation.

All About Trees is a fine example of how
careful, strategic planning and customer care
leads to success. The business has not only
improved the looks of Springfield area lawns,
but has rooted itself as a mainstay in our local
economy and community.

| congratulate Noel Boyer and All About
Trees for being awarded this prestigious
honor. | look forward to seeing this small busi-
ness continue its great work and quality serv-
ice in Springfield for many, many years to
come.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | was not able to
be present for the following Roll Call votes on
May 18, 2015 and would like to reflect that |
would have voted as follows:

Roll Call #240: YES

Roll Call #241: YES

Roll Call #242: YES
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INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 2410, THE
“GENERATING RENEWAL, OPPOR-
TUNITY, AND WORK WITH AC-
CELERATED MOBILITY, EFFI-
CIENCY, AND REBUILDING OF IN-
FRASTRUCTURE AND COMMU-
NITIES THROUGHOUT AMERICA
ACT” (GROW AMERICA ACT)

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today |, along
with many of my colleagues on the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure, are intro-
ducing H.R. 2410, the “Generating Renewal,
Opportunity, and Work with Accelerated Mobil-
ity, Efficiency, and Rebuilding of Infrastructure
and Communities throughout America Act”
(GROW AMERICA Act).

This legislation represents the Administra-
tion’s six-year surface reauthorization pro-
posal. We introduce this legislation by request,
as it is the policy work of the Administration.
By introducing it, we are putting our stamp of
approval on the vision that this proposal of-
fers—robust funding levels in a long-term bill
to provide sustainable solutions to our Nation’s
infrastructure crisis.

Today, the House voted on a two-month
short-term extension of highway, transit, and
highway safety programs. Congress has had
10 months since the enactment of the last ex-
tension in July 2014 to produce a long-term
bill, or at least to make significant progress in
identifying sustainable revenues to shore up
the Highway Trust Fund. The Republican
Leadership has produced neither. The Com-
mittee on Ways and Means could not so much
as hold a hearing on this topic in the past 10
months.

It is no surprise, therefore, that this House
cannot come to agreement on $11 billion in
offsets to keep surface transportation pro-
grams afloat through the end of this year,
which would provide certainty to the construc-
tion industry and its workers during their busi-
est season. Here we are, in the middle of an-
other construction season, and Congress is
unable—or unwilling—to consider more than a
short-term patch.

We can’'t kick the can down the road any-
more. There is no road left. The revenues we
collect are insufficient to meet our needs. The
Congressional Budget Office estimates that
the shortfall in the Highway Trust Fund is
$172 billion over the next 10 years just to
maintain current funding levels. If Congress
passes a six-year bill, the gap is $92 billion.

This gap only accounts for status quo fund-
ing. Finding an additional $92 billion will not
provide enough funds to make substantial im-
provements to our infrastructure or address
the ballooning backlog in highway, bridge, and
transit state of good repair. It does not provide
new investments in freight.

H.R. 2410 goes beyond the status quo and
will move our Nation into the 21st century. The
bill provides a total of $478 billion over six
years, a 45 percent increase for highways,
bridges, public transportation, highway safety,
and rail programs. Over six years, the GROW
AMERICA Act makes significant investments
in:

Highways—provides $317 billion for pro-
grams under the Federal Highway Administra-
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tion (FHWA), an increase of 29 percent over
current levels.

Freight—dedicates $18 billion for a new
dedicated multi-modal freight program.

Transit—provides $115 billion for programs
under the Federal Transit Administration
(FTA), an increase of 76 percent over current
levels, and significantly boosts New Starts
funding.

Rail—provides $28.6 billion for programs
under the Federal Rail Administration (FRA).

Safety—provides $6 billion for vehicle safety
programs under the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA), $4.7 billion for
truck and bus safety programs under the Fed-
eral Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA), and $16 billion for the Highway
Safety Improvement Program (HSIP).

Competitive Grants—provides $7.5 billion
for TIGER grants and $6 billion for TIFIA that
could support $60 billion in loans.

Research and Innovation—provides $3.4 bil-
lion to leverage research and innovation to
move people and goods more safely and effi-
ciently, while minimizing impacts on the envi-
ronment.

Federal lands—provides $150 million for a
Nationally Significant Federal Lands and Tribal
Projects program, to address project needs on
Federal lands.

In addition to these critical investments in
the Nation’s intermodal surface transportation
network, H.R. 2410 also includes a number of
important policy provisions that ensure that
surface transportation investments create
good paying American jobs. These include
tightening Buy America loopholes, funding
workforce development, allowing local hire,
and strengthening wage and hour laws for
truck and bus drivers.

There are provisions in this proposal that |
do not support, and may give some of my col-
leagues pause. Specifically, | strongly oppose
eliminating the prohibition on tolling of existing
free Interstate highways for reconstruction of
an existing facility. The proposal also extends
the deadline for Positive Train Control imple-
mentation. Given last week’s tragic Amtrak
crash, Congress should be coming together to
find ways to fund expedited PTC implementa-
tion, not pushing the compliance date farther
into the future. Other provisions, such as Buy
America waivers for rail rolling stock, and
elimination of statutory hours of service provi-
sions for rail workers, also cause concern.

Nevertheless, the Administration’s bill pro-
vides a great starting point—an opportunity for
this Congress to come together to significantly
increase infrastructure investment over the
long term. | look forward to working in a bipar-
tisan manner with Chairman SHUSTER and our
colleagues on the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure as we develop new
surface transportation legislation.

———

IN HONOR OF ISSAC ROBINSON,
JR. ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM
THE WEST PALM BEACH CITY
COMMISSION

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
to rise today to recognize my good friend, Mr.
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Issac “lke” Robinson, Jr., on the occasion of
his retirement from the West Palm Beach City
Commission for District 2. lke served with dis-
tinction as City Commissioner since 1999. He
additionally served as President of the Com-
mission from 2001-2002 and from 2006—2007.
During his tenure on the Commission, he was
on several key committees including the Small
Business Advisory Committee and the Edu-
cation Advisory Committee. His work led him
to represent the City as a member and Presi-
dent of the Palm Beach County League of Cit-
ies. lke eventually served as a member of the
Florida League of Cities, meanwhile serving
on the Governor's Taskforce for the Eradi-
cation of Methamphetamine Drug Labs. On a
national level, lke served on the National
League of Cities and the National Black Cau-
cus of elected officials.

A U.S. Army Veteran, husband to his wife
Ernestine, and proud father and grandfather,
lke has dedicated his life to serving the West
Palm Beach community with excellence. He
also served and retired after 30 years in the
Palm Beach County School District, and
served 6 years with the West Palm Beach Po-
lice department as a Case Manager and a Cri-
sis Counselor.

His dedication to the City of West Palm
Beach is undeniable when looking and recog-
nizing his contributions as an elected official
and upstanding citizen. His service on the
Commission for 16 years has earned him a
record position as the longest serving commis-
sioner in the history of West Palm Beach, and
no doubt a legacy to be proud of. | am grateful
for his honorable work, and wish Ike the best
of luck and good health in the next journey in
his life.

Mr. Speaker, once again, | am honored to
congratulate Mr. Issac “lke” Robinson on his
retirement and for his years of service to the
West Palm Beach community.

———

CONGRATULATING ANTHONY
BRUTTO

HON. DAVID B. McKINLEY

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 2015

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate Mr. Anthony Brutto, a 94-year-old
West Virginia University Class of 2015 grad-
uate. A passionate designer and craftsman
from a young age, Mr. Brutto began his colle-
giate career in 1939 seeking an engineering
degree.

In 1942, his studies came to an abrupt halt
when he was drafted into the Army Air Corps,
where he served for three and a half years.
He was primarily stationed in Venice, Florida
and worked on the P39 and P49 bombers.
After the war, family demands and changing
careers kept him from completing his degree.

Mr. Brutto never lost his passion for edu-
cation, however, and he received his bach-
elor's degree this past weekend during WVU’s
Commencement.

At a time when more young people are
questioning the value of a college degree, it is
encouraging to witness his perseverance in at-
taining a degree. Young West Virginians
should follow in his footsteps and equip them-
selves for a lifetime of prosperity, no matter
what setbacks come their way. As Mr. Brutto
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