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HONORING JOHN GEORGE 

BEZANTAKOS-BAKER 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate John George 
Bezantakos-Baker of Boca Raton, Florida, 
who turned 100 years young on May 10th. 

A native Washingtonian, John was born in 
D.C. on May 10, 1915. He has fond childhood 
memories of selling peanuts in his push cart to 
prominent figures like the 30th President of 
the United States Calvin Coolidge and then 
Secretary of State Herbert Hoover. In 1944, 
he received his law degree from New York 
University and then enlisted in the Army Air 
Corps. After being honorably discharged in 
1946, John worked at MetLife Insurance Com-
pany until his retirement in 1976. John moved 
to Ft. Lauderdale post-retirement and became 
active in the South Florida Greek community 
as a lifetime member of the American Hellenic 
Education Progressive Association, the first 
Greek-American Neighborhood Commissioner 
for the Boy Scouts, and a trustee in his local 
Greek Orthodox Church. John was married 44 
years to his late wife and has two children and 
three grandchildren. 

John is an exceptional man, and one who I 
am proud to represent in Florida’s 22nd Dis-
trict. I know I join with his family and friends 
in celebrating this wonderful occasion. I wish 
him good health and continued success in the 
coming year. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1735) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chair, I ask that 
the following exchange of letters be submitted 
during consideration of H.R. 1735: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, April 30, 2015. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR MR. THORNBERRY: I write to confirm 
our mutual understanding regarding several 
provisions contained in the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. This 
legislation contains subject matter within 
the jurisdiction of House Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. However, in order to expedite 
floor consideration of this important legisla-
tion, the committee waives consideration of 
the bill on the following provisions. 

Title Section #—Name 

5 ........................... Section 562—Availability of Additional Training Oppor-
tunities under Transition Assistance Program 

Title Section #—Name 

5 ........................... Section 565—Recognition of Additional Involuntary 
Mobilization Duty Authorities Exempt from Five-Year 
Limit on Reemployment Rights of Persons who Serve 
in the Uniformed Services 

5 ........................... Section 566—Job Training and Post-Service Placement 
Executive Committee 

5 ........................... Section 592—Honoring Certain Members of the Re-
serve Components as Veterans 

7 ........................... Section 701—Joint Uniform Formulary for Transition of 
Care 

7 ........................... Section 721—Extension of Authority for DOD-VA Health 
Care Sharing Incentive Fund 

7 ........................... Section 722—Extension of Authority for Joint Depart-
ment of Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs 
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund 

12 ......................... Section 1251—Sense of Congress Recognizing the 
70th Anniversary of the End of Allied Military En-
gagement in the Pacific Theater 

14 ......................... Section 1431—Authority for Transfer of Funds to Joint 
Department of Defense-Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund for Cap-
tain James A. Lovell Health Care Center, Illinois 

The House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
takes this action only with the under-
standing that the committee’s jurisdictional 
interests over this and similar legislation 
are in no way diminished or altered. 

The committee also reserves the right to 
seek appointment to any House-Senate con-
ference on this legislation and requests your 
support if such a request is made. Finally, I 
would appreciate your including this letter 
in the Congressional Record during consider-
ation of H.R. 1735 on the House Floor. Thank 
you for your attention to these matters. 

Sincerely, 
JEFF MILLER, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 1, 2015. 
Hon. JEFF MILLER, 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 

Cannon House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. 
I agree that the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs has valid jurisdictional claims to cer-
tain provisions in this important legislation, 
and I am most appreciative of your decision 
not to request a referral in the interest of ex-
pediting consideration of the bill. I agree 
that by foregoing a sequential referral, the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs is not 
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC, April 30, 2015. 
Hon. WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN THORNBERRY, I write to 
confirm our mutual understanding regarding 
H.R. 1735, the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2016. This legislation 
contains subject matter within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on the Judiciary. 
However, in order to expedite floor consider-
ation of this important legislation, the com-
mittee waives consideration of the bill. 

The Committee on the Judiciary takes this 
action only with the understanding that the 
committee’s jurisdictional interests over 
this and similar legislation are in no way di-
minished or altered. The committee also re-
serves the right to seek appointment to any 
House-Senate conference on this legislation 
and requests your support if such a request is 
made. 

Finally, I would appreciate your including 
this letter in the Congressional Record dur-

ing consideration of H.R. 1735 on the House 
Floor. Thank you for your attention to these 
matters. 

Sincerely, 
BOB GOODLATTE, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 1, 2015. 
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, Ray-

burn House Office Building, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 1735, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016. 
I agree that the Committee on the Judiciary 
has valid jurisdictional claims to certain 
provisions in this important legislation, and 
I am most appreciative of your decision not 
to request a referral in the interest of expe-
diting consideration of the bill. I agree that 
by foregoing a sequential referral, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary is not waiving its ju-
risdiction. Further, this exchange of letters 
will be included in the committee report on 
the bill. 

Sincerely, 
WILLIAM M. ‘‘MAC’’ THORNBERRY, 

Chairman. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE EIGHTY-FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY OF PATROLMAN 
JOHN FRANCIS SMITH’S PASSING 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John Francis Smith, a patrolman 
from Lynn, Massachusetts who died, as a re-
sult of injuries sustained in the line of duty, on 
August 19, 1934. Today being Peace Officers 
Memorial Day, I can think of no more fitting 
occasion to honor his commitment to his com-
munity and family. 

Patrolman Smith was a sixteen year veteran 
of the Lynn Police Department at the time of 
his fateful incident. Though his initial violent 
confrontation did not prove fatal, the wounds 
sustained that day did prove to be grievous. 
Patrolman Smith was rushed into emergency 
surgery, which would prolong his life by an ad-
ditional two years. Despite his life threatening 
wounds, John F. Smith eventually returned to 
active patrol duty, serving his community to 
the best of his ability. Sadly, the wounds suf-
fered in 1932, eventually took his life on Au-
gust 19th, 1934. 

In addition to his dedicated service as a pa-
trolman in the Lynn Police Department, John 
F. Smith was a loving husband, and father to 
nine children. His family has continued to grow 
and flourish in the eight decades since his un-
timely passing. In the five generations since 
his watch ended, public service has remained 
a very important component of the Smith fam-
ily. Several of the descendants went on to 
serve in the Lynn Police Department, and oth-
ers still got involved in municipal government. 
But, we can all be thankful for the precedent 
set by John Francis Smith’s service to his 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor John 
Francis Smith on this day dedicated to the 
men and women who have fallen in the line of 
duty. I ask that my colleagues join me in com-
memorating his sacrifice in the pursuit of a 
more perfect community. 
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CELEBRATING 125 YEARS OF LCAL 

50 OF THE UNITED ASSOCIATION 
OF JOURNEYMEN PLUMBERS, 
STEAMFITTERS AND SERVICE 
MECHANICS 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join the men and women of Local 50 of the 
United Association of Journeymen Plumbers, 
Steamfitters and Service Mechanics’ 125th an-
niversary. I join in the union’s celebration and 
add my congratulations to the chorus in recog-
nizing this remarkable milestone event. 

The union’s original 37 members were 
granted a charter on December 1, 1890 after 
previous association with the International As-
sociation. Aggressive organizing efforts 
brought the city’s pipe craftsmen together and 
the union grew to nearly 90 members by 
1897. During this time the local worked not 
only to increase its membership, but also the 
wages of its members who had been earning 
on average 30 cents an hour in a sixty hour 
work week. 

The Local’s history reports that one of its 
first major construction projects was the Nasby 
Building, Toledo’s first skyscraper at six sto-
ries tall. By the end of its first decade, Local 
50 craftsmen also helped to build Toledo land-
marks the Gardner Building, the Spitzer Build-
ing and the Lucas County Courthouse. During 
this time of its initial establishment and growth, 
the Local’s history explains that its leadership 
was able to work with are contractors and 
business owners while adhering to its primary 
objective: ‘‘Solidarity among workers for the 
benefit of all.’’ 

As the new century dawned, there were ri-
valries between the UA and other unions 
which ultimately weakened the relationship be-
tween Local 50 and contractors and resulted 
in wage and overtime differentials among the 
crafts. However, these early power struggles 
eventually served to strengthen Local 50, 
which emerged from the battles a strong and 
powerful leader in Toledo’s labor movement. 

Through World War I, fears of Communist 
infiltration, tensions between management and 
labor, violent strikes, Prohibition and the Great 
Depression, Local 50 suffered, but survived. 
Then came the 1934 Electric Auto-Lite Strike. 
The Local 50 history notes, ‘‘ ‘The outcome of 
the Auto-Lite Strike strengthened the Toledo 
Central Labor Union, its affiliate locals and the 
Lucas County Unemployed League, leading to 
further organizing activity in the city.’ The 
strike also led to the creation of the Toledo In-
dustrial Peace Board, which would go on to 
become a national model for strike resolution.’’ 

President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal 
saved Local 50. Its members were employed 
by many of the public works building efforts 
the New Deal initiated, including the city’s Col-
lins Park Water Treatment Plant, completed in 
1941 and still operating in testament to the 
members’ skills. World War II brought in-
creased work and technological and training 
improvements. 

As the union grew, progressive changes 
were initiated for its membership. The Health 
and Welfare Fund was created in 1952 fol-
lowed by pension, holiday and retirement 
plans. Beginning in the 1950s, the union’s 

membership was kept busy with many new 
buildings going up along Toledo’s downtown 
skyline and new buildings at the University of 
Toledo. In 1970, the members of Local 50 
began the biggest project in its history: the 
building of the Davis-Besse nuclear power 
plant. The history reports that during the eight- 
year building project, ‘‘Local 50 members dis-
mantled and rebuilt components of nearly 
every piping system installed in the plant.’’ 

Local 50 then joined with other unions in the 
Northwest Ohio Building Trades to strengthen 
further its efforts on behalf of its membership. 
This coalition was crucial to the unions during 
the economic downturn of the 1980s and the 
subsequent fallout of the challenges to work-
ing families brought by that economy. The 
Local’s history explains the union was able to 
remain strong ‘‘by ‘drawing on the highest tra-
ditions of craft unionism and moral guidance 
provided by the hearts and minds of its mem-
bership.’ The 1990s saw the centennial cele-
bration of Local 50 as well as employment in 
large construction projects and a renewed em-
phasis on continual training. As the new cen-
tury began, the jobs were still going strong. A 
new union hall and training center opened on 
August 12, 2003 with a state-of-the-art training 
center completed in 2009. Through the first 
years of the 21st Century, Local 50 members 
were again an integral part of major building 
efforts at universities, industries and public 
construction in our region. 

The January 4, 2000 edition of ‘‘The Pipe 
Line’’ Voice of the Building Trades printed this 
truth which summarizes the U.S. labor move-
ment and the journey of Local 50: ‘‘When 
Local 50 was born, there were no pensions, 
no hospitalization, no scholarships, no picnics, 
no dinner dances, no apprenticeships, no 
Journeyman training and no credit union. Each 
of these benefits grew through struggle and 
dedication. ‘We stand on the shoulders of 
those who came before.’ I don’t know who 
said this, but it is certainly true of Local 50 
. . . Over the last 100 years, labor has 
changed the face of this nation. We have 
weekends, Social Security, living wages, 
Health and Welfare, pensions, 8 hour days, 
safety provisions, and other benefits which are 
a direct result of labor’s struggles.’’ 

I am reminded of labor leader Richard 
Trumka’s statement that ‘‘There is nothing 
stronger than the American labor movement. 
United, we cannot and we will not be turned 
aside. We’ll work for it, sisters and brothers. 
We’ll stand for it. Together. Each of us. To 
bring out the best in America. To bring out the 
best in ourselves, and each other.’’ The broth-
ers and sisters of Local 50 in Northwest Ohio 
have done just this for 125 years, helping to 
create the middle class and bringing out the 
best that is in us. United, its members have 
stood strong over three centuries. United, its 
members will stand strong and in solidarity in 
the centuries to come. 

f 

HONORING CADET COL GREGORY 
WILSON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable Cadet 

COL Gregory Wilson, a senior at Murrah High 
School who is the Jackson Public School 
JROTC Cadet of the Year for 2015. 

While maintaining a 3.8 grade point aver-
age, Cadet Wilson has held several key lead-
ership positions in the Battalion throughout his 
high school tenure. Cadet Wilson is a proud 
member of the National Honor Society and 
National Junior Classical League. He recently 
attended the American Legion Boys State 
where he was elected state treasurer. 

Cadet Wilson has also been actively in-
volved in a variety of community service 
projects including Stewpot Summer Enrich-
ment and Stop Hunger Now. Currently, he 
serves as the Cadet Battalion Commander for 
the ‘‘Mustang’’ Battalion. 

Cadet Wilson has been accepted to several 
colleges including the prestigious University of 
Mississippi Honors College. After graduating 
from Murrah with honors, Cadet Wilson will at-
tend the University of Mississippi. He plans to 
attend medical school at an Army residency 
program. His vision is to become a pathologist 
for the United States Army. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Cadet COL Gregory Wilson. 

f 

HEZBOLLAH INTERNATIONAL FI-
NANCING PREVENTION ACT OF 
2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of H.R. 2297, the Hezbollah 
International Financing Prevention Act. 

The aim of the bill is to curtail the funding 
of Hezbollah’s domestic and international ter-
rorist activities by disrupting its logistics and fi-
nancial network. The bill proposes diplomatic, 
legislative, and executive strategies to combat 
Hezbollah including directing the Treasury De-
partment to prohibit or impose strict restric-
tions on the activities of financial institutions 
that knowingly facilitate transactions for the 
terrorist group. 

Some of the world’s most powerful banks 
are suspected of knowingly helping Hezbollah 
fund its terror operations by concealing billions 
of dollars in transactions with its Iranian spon-
sor. This bill will help to curb those activities. 

H.R. 2297 is largely the same bill as that 
which passed the House unanimously last 
July. The only differences are minor and in-
clude the stripping of the findings clauses and 
the removal of the section on conflict minerals. 

Hezbollah’s global logistics and financial 
network is a lifeline to the organization that 
strengthens its power to consolidate within 
countries such as Lebanon and Syria. 

I encourage my colleagues join me again in 
supporting the bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BECKY MUDD 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 15, 2015 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to acknowledge the accomplishments of 
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