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a member of its Board of Trustees since 1995.
Alumni of the College run businesses, con-
tribute to the arts and athletics, conduct re-
search in marine biology and the environment,
report the news through national outlets, and
serve in government—including in my Con-
gressional office. They are continuing their
alma mater’s tradition of preparing graduates
to make a difference wherever they live and
work throughout Maryland and across our
country.

| hope my colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating the entire St. Mary’s College of
Maryland community, led by its dynamic new
President, Tuajuanda Jordan, on reaching its
175th year of serving as a living memorial to
those first Maryland colonists’ commitment to
religious freedom, tolerance, and opportunity.

RECOGNIZING ST. CLOUD AREA
CHAMBER BUSINESS AWARDS
RECIPIENTS

HON. TOM EMMER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in recognition of the recipients of
the St. Cloud Area Chamber of Commerce
Small Business Owner of the Year, St. Cloud
Area Family Owned Business of the Year, and
the St. Cloud Area Emerging Entrepreneur.

Larry Logeman is the 2015 St. Cloud Area
Small Business Owner of the Year. Larry is
quite literally a man with a plan. Though he
did not grow up with the dream of one day
owning a business, he wrote a plan to become
a business owner and set a personal deadline
of 5-7 years. Nearing the end of his time-
frame, he bought Executive Express. Larry’s
customer-focused business model has served
him well. What began as a modest shuttle
service between central Minnesota and the
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport grew
into a business with 85 employees, 31 vehi-
cles, and a projected revenue stream of $3
million in 2015.

Viking Coca-Cola, owned by Michael Faber,
is the St. Cloud Area Family Owned Business
of the Year. After Joe Faber, one of the found-
ers and owners of the company, passed away
in the 1990s, his son Michael moved back to
Minnesota to join the management team.
Keeping it in the family proved fruitful for the
business. With Michael's help, Viking Coca-
Cola capitalized on its existing success by ex-
panding to canning and adding new products
where consumer needs arose. The company
now boasts nearly 500 employees and has a
multi-state distribution operation. To top it all
off, Michael and the company are active mem-
bers in the community, helping local organiza-
tions and participating in charitable events.

Luke Riordan, owner of DAYTA Marketing,
is the St. Cloud Area Emerging Entrepreneur.
DAYTA’s success is attributed to its focus on
a specific subsect of the digital communica-
tions field—people and businesses who need
help with social media but at an affordable
price. Luke and his team work closely with
their clients towards a noticeable online pres-
ence for their businesses. Luke’s ambition
matches the digital marketing industry—it's not
slowing down. His company’s doors opened in
early 2012, and in the last three years they've
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expanded into larger office space four times
and now have 25 employees.

| know | speak for the entire 6th District
when | say | am so proud of these individuals’
hard work and the example they set for those
around them. Small businesses—and their
owners—truly are the lifeblood of our beloved
nation. The St. Cloud Area Chamber of Com-
merce picked an excellent group to highlight
this year.

Mr. Speaker, | ask this body join me in hon-
oring Larry Logeman, Viking Coca-Cola, and
Luke Riordan for their invaluable contributions
to St. Cloud and the surrounding area, and the
State of Minnesota.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF KAISER
PERMANENTE’S SACRAMENTO
MEDICAL CENTER

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Kaiser Permanente’s Sacramento
Medical Center as the Center celebrates its
50th anniversary. For half a century, Kaiser's
Sacramento Medical Center has provided high
quality care to residents of the Greater Sac-
ramento area. As members, physicians, and
staff gather to celebrate the Center’'s 50th an-
niversary, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the Kaiser Permanente Sacramento
Medical Center and its indispensable place in
the Sacramento health care community.

Kaiser Permanente was founded 70 years
ago in Oakland, by Henry J. Kaiser, a busi-
ness leader who believed in providing afford-
able, quality health care. Today, Kaiser
Permanente is the nation’s oldest and largest
health care system.

On May 1, 1965, Kaiser Permanente began
providing health care for the first time in the
Sacramento region with the purchase of the
64-bed Arden Community Hospital on Morse
Avenue. The hospital opened with 13 physi-
cians serving 12,000 members. Since then,
Kaiser Permanente has grown into a leading
health care provider and one of the largest pri-
vate employers in the region with more than
737,200 members, 1,530 physicians, and
11,780 staff.

The Sacramento Medical Center has been
integral to Kaiser Permanente’s success in the
region, earning numerous honors over the
years, including Top Hospital from The Leap-
frog Group, Top Performer from The Joint
Commission, and Best Hospital by U.S. News
& World Report. As the population of the re-
gion has grown, the Sacramento Medical Cen-
ter has grown to meet its needs. The Center
now has 287 beds and one of the busiest
emergency rooms in the region. The Center is
home to the Comprehensive Community Can-
cer Center, an Advanced Neuroscience Cen-
ter, and a certified Primary Stroke Center.

In addition, Kaiser Permanente has helped
improve the health of the region through its in-
volvement in community programs, including
support of the local nonprofit clinics, Sheriff's
Community Impact Program, Arden Manor
Recreation and Park District, Mutual Assist-
ance Network, and the San Juan Unified
School District.
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Mr. Speaker, as the physicians, staff, and
members of the Kaiser Permanente Sac-
ramento Medical Center come together to cel-
ebrate the Center’'s 50th anniversary, | ask all
my colleagues to join me in honoring their ex-
cellent work in the Sacramento Region. | am
confident that the Sacramento Medical Center
will continue to be a leader and a model for
quality health care for many years to come.

—

HONORING KEVIN JONES
HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Kevin Jones, a dedicated educator
and principal of Center High School in Center,
Colorado. In recognition of his continued ex-
cellence, the Colorado Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals has selected Mr.
Kevin Jones as the 2015 Colorado High
School Principal of the Year.

Mr. Jones earned this competitive award
achieving many successes despite the chal-
lenges of a rural and bilingual institution. Six
out of the last seven years have seen the
school earn the Colorado Department of Edu-
cation’s Center of Education Excellence while
simultaneously earning the Colorado Edu-
cation Initiative’s Healthy Schools Champion
Award for 4 consecutive years. Mr. Jones’
leadership and personal attention to each stu-
dent along with constructive assessment of
teachers and the curriculum on a regular basis
has enabled Center High School to rise con-
siderably above academic standards in the
state.

Mr. Speaker, it is truly a privilege to honor
Mr. Jones for his enthusiasm and ability to in-
spire students and his staff. His dedication to
teaching and his desire to excel as an educa-
tor and leader continue to benefit his commu-
nity. |1 congratulate Mr. Jones on his selection
for this prestigious award.

ROSIE TILLES OBITUARY
HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, as night fell she entered, like a light:
on October 17, 1910, Rosie (Willie) Thurmond
was born on a small rural farm in Lexington,
Mississippi. Alfred and Missouri (Polk) Thur-
mond were resilient and spiritually fulfilled par-
ents who taught their daughter to love and al-
ways be faithful to God, church and family.
Rosie was the eldest of four Thurmond chil-
dren: Alfred, Jr. (departed), Joseph (departed),
and an only sister, Juanita. In living out her
parents’ expectations of her, in a way, Rosie’s
own narrative is suggestive of other God fear-
ing women pioneers’ stories. No different than
the likes of Harriet Tubman who escaped slav-
ery to become an important abolitionist, Rosie
possessed the same strength of character,
which inevitably called her to migrate from one
place to another, and then all at once return
for others. Many times she traveled back to
the Jim Crow South and northern states. Who




May 12, 2015

will never remember that Rosie went by Am-
trak and Greyhound bus to liberate family and
friends from various forms of oppression? Ulti-
mately, she would selflessly welcome many of
her people to the same sense of freedom she
found in southern California. Los Angeles, was
the warm and sunny place she fondly called
her home. The length and quality of this
blessed woman’s life is to be examined by the
use of nonlinear contexts, spaces, stories,
memories, photographs and God-filled times
that span the miraculous course of one hun-
dred and four years. So long a journey. Hers
was a supply of great love and great associa-
tions. Rosie lived just long enough to put
some of the pieces of the great mysteries of
this life together. Her sunrise was like her sun-
set—deepening in a Word and a Love that
has always been. On March 3, 2015, as night
fell she returned to the Light.

Because she was born in the early 1900’s
and lived in a segregated cotton county,
Rosie’s timely life was certainly full of social,
political, economic, and educational hardships.
Because of rigid anti-black laws, she faced in-
surmountable obstacles. Being a person of
color and growing up in the South meant she
had little if any genuine recourse in a racial
caste system. Thus, Rosie would only travel a
limited path toward academic achievement. As
a girl child, with plaited hair, she was forced
to leave the Sharp Rural School in the fourth
grade to work alongside her parents in swel-
tering fields throughout Holmes County. She
knew an early life of August heat and sweat,
March rainfall, floods and manual labor, which
can scarcely be understood by young people
today. She often shared the details of her
small farm life. Her recollections were of “quiet
songs,” saving dimes, forgotten relics, and
homemade remedies, like lard salves and
Vicks vapor rubs, which she promised could
cure everything from fevers to the flu.

Rosie told the old childhood stories about
growing food, making soap, washing clothes
by hand, hanging them on a line to dry, pluck-
ing birds, fetching water from wells, gathering
firewood for potbelly stoves, picking cotton,
and marching the long dusty miles to and from
Zion Hill AME. But what child could bear such
a trying life? A child who knew who her Heav-
enly Father was, a child who thought to pray
in the Spirit at all times and on every occa-
sion. According to Rosie, color did not matter.
She didn’t hate nobody. She loved everybody.
So even though racism and poverty made it
extremely difficult for girls of color to advance,
the same systematic measures of disparity
that created a strong sense of depression and
rage in others, cultivated Rosie’s individual de-
sire for change, and her unwavering commit-
ment to the embodiment of peace, and her
quest for equal access to greater opportuni-
ties.

What was once, always shall be; and now
imagine a life devoted to service and prayer.
As a young door keeper in the house of the
Lord, Rosie would rise afore the sun, boil a
kettle, and travel to the little white church
house altar, long before the other congregants
gathered there. And far before Rosie left Lex-
ington for Jackson, and Jackson for California,
she carried “God’s will be done” prayers, and
cadences like “If | Can Help Somebody” along
the old Tchula road. She served God by sing-
ing spirituals and hymns with His choirs. She
went to Sunday school, prayer meetings and
revivals. As a beginning usher, she distributed
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bulletins, service programs, and paper stick-
fans. She collected the tithes and offerings.
Young Rosie was adept at it.

As a symbol of her friendship and deep love
for a young man from her hometown, she
courted and then married the late Abner Cross
in 1929. They settled on the Roger plantation
in the Rose Bank community. The Rose Bank
Baptist Church soon became her new place of
worship. In the midst of the Great Depression
and attacks on Pearl Harbor, their union
brought forth the lives of four children:
Earlene, Lonnie (departed) James, (departed)
and Gerlee (departed). As fate would have it,
Gerlee died of pneumonia at age seven. And
then Rosie faced the trials of a mother’'s deep-
est anguish. When asked how she endured
the loss of a child, she often said her faith in
God healed the wounds of that grief. When
more seasons changed, and her marriage
ended, she did not give up or sit down and
grieve. Rosie continued to trust in God for
comfort, peace, hope and direction. Alas: She
left Lexington and her family in order to see if
she could live differently in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. Her new way of living developed in
parallel. Rosie experienced the innovations of
city life. She loved the modern amenities of a
grander place of greater size and population.
She liked the nuances of going to downtown
Jackson or “Little Harlem” for Cotillions. But
more relevantly, she was glad to be an usher
for the Blair Street Baptist Church. However,
there were still recollections of rural life and
the family she left behind. Nonetheless, Rosie
gladly worked at the Old Baptist Hospital on
State Street. She was a nightshift cook for dis-
abled children, doctors and nurses. While in
Lexington she also worked and studied dili-
gently to become a beautician. It seems only
fitting that Rosie’s ordered steps would start
her out on a new journey.

In the summer of 1951, Rosie decided that
she would move to Los Angeles, California.
She boarded a westbound Amtrak train, with a
small suitcase, and a letter of recommendation
from a White employer who praised her ex-
ceptional domestic work and cooking skills. Al-
though she was leaving the only state that she
had ever known, she traveled with a great
sense of optimism. Further assured by her un-
wavering faith in GOD, and a belief that the
outcome of this westward journey would wel-
come her into a land ripe with the new possi-
bilities, she eagerly moved in with her close
friends George and Frankie Sims. She stayed
with them until she was able to secure a day
job and save enough money to rent her own
housing. During this time, she also began at-
tending various worship services around Los
Angeles. She was in search of a new church
home. Eventually her diligence led her to First
African Methodist Episcopal Church at 8th and
Town Avenue. This church would later be-
come the foundation for FAME. During her
membership at FAME, Rosie served in various
capacities. She was a Sunday school teacher,
and a member of both Usher Board No. 1 and
the Sarah Allen Women’s Missionary Society.

As Rosie continued to settle into the bless-
ings of her new California life, the Sims intro-
duced her to their good friend Clarence Tilles
(departed). Clarence was a kind and gentle
man of great integrity. They would marry in
1952 and remain together and in-love until his
death in 1990. While Rosie embraced new-
lywed life, she began to encounter some of
the familiar racial inequalities that were ramp-
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ant in the South. Although the city of Los An-
geles did not practice some of the more overt
segregation policies found in southern states,
there was extreme discrimination in housing,
which prevented many minorities from renting
apartments or purchasing homes in specific
areas of the city. Despite these constant ob-
stacles, Rosie and Clarence were finally able
to rent a modest two bedroom apartment near
downtown Los Angeles. They moved into the
William Meade Housing Project, which is lo-
cated near historic landmarks like The San
Antonio Winery, Olvera Street and Union Sta-
tion. Because of the loud barking that came
from the neighboring Ann Street Animal Shel-
ter, the William Meade Housing Project was
also known as “Dog Town.”

Nevertheless, Rosie and Clarence’s new
home provided a deep sense of belonging and
community, which would later be enhanced by
the arrival of deeply missed members of
Rosie’s Mississippi family. The new settlers in-
cluded her daughter (Earlene), her grand-
daughter (Mary) her mother (Missouri), her
Aunt (Lee), her brother (Alfred Jr.), her Sister
(Juanita), her nieces (Debra, Denise, Shelia
and Rochelle) and nephews (Dyke and the
late Bernard Redmond). Rosie and Clarence
would also host numerous friends and family
as they vacationed or relocated to California.
She called the old red brick, William Meade
Housing Project home for over 40 years. She
not only helped raise her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren there, she was also able
to establish close knit ties and bonds with
generations of families in her community. She
also participated and volunteered to fill bags in
a community based outreach program that fed
disadvantaged families in the project. This is
yet another example of how Rosie devoted
her life to family and to the service and care
of others. When Clarence went home to be
with God, Rosie moved across the street from
her second home: The First African Methodist
Episcopal Church of Los Angeles.

Before becoming physically unable to do so,
Rosie attended three services every Sunday
for over twenty years. She also attended pray-
er meetings every Wednesday at Noon. Yet
even as her memory faded, and her eyesight
weakened and her gait became more un-
steady, she persevered. She told anyone who
asked her how she was doing that I'm slow
but sure. Again, Rosie’s was a steady upright
walk with the Lord. As she did in childhood,
Rosie faithfully began each day of her older
life in prayer. She was often overheard calling
out the names of family and friends in her
evening petitions to God. When she felt like
she could not go any further, she took to her
easy chair and received the spiritual nourish-
ment she required by watching The Church
Channel from sun up until sundown.

It has been said that the things you do for
yourself are gone when you are gone, but the
things you do for others remain as your leg-
acy. Rosie leaves an incredible legacy for her
family and friends to value. Since Rosie lived
such a rich yet unembellished life, not a soul
has to worry about how to divide the love she
left behind. During the last several years,
Rosie lived at the St. John of God Retirement
and Care Center in Los Angeles. She was
blessed to have many visitors. Although some-
times when her memory failed her, she would
lean over to see who she thought you might
have been. When guessing failed and she
could not recall, Rosie would often shake her
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head and say that she had so many relatives
and loved ones that she could not remember
them all by name. She would simply look you
in your eyes and say, “You know your name.”
Those beloved names include her devoted
Daughter Earlene Dye, her loving sister Jua-
nita Redmond, 11 grandchildren, 21 great-
grandchildren, and 15 great-great-grand-
children, a great number of relatives and
friends and members of her extended church
family.

The end is in the beginning and lies far
ahead.—Ralph Ellison.

HONORING MS. BARBARA WAGNER
HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | stand before
you today to honor Ms. Barbara Wagner. Ms.
Wagner is being honored by the Buffalo Gay
Men’s Chorus with the prestigious title of ‘Ar-
tistic Director Emeritus’.

Ms. Wagner was the founding artistic direc-
tor of the Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus. She
helped found the group in 2001 and con-
ducted their first meeting on September 11th.
Although this day was tragic to all Americans,
this group was able to find solace during their
first rehearsal. Ms. Wagner bound the newly
formed choir with the song “How Can | Keep
From Singing,” which would then go on to be
performed at every concert and rehearsal for
her 10 year tenure and beyond.

While the choir was under Ms. Wagner's
leadership, the Buffalo Gay Men’s Choir re-
ceived numerous awards, and performed on
some of the grandest stages in Buffalo. With
Ms. Wagner's direction the BGMC received
multiple “Best in Buffalo” Awards from the
local Artvoice newspaper, and was recognized
by the Empire State Pride Agenda in 2005 for
excellence in music and dedication to the
community. Ms. Wagner led the choir to re-
ceive the prestigious Buffalo and Erie County
Arts Council Award for exceptional contribu-
tions to the arts and cultural community in
Western New York. Under Ms. Wagner’s lead-
ership the choir performed at the historic
Kleinhans Music Hall in Buffalo, and alongside
the renowned Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra.

Ms. Barbara Wagner's commitment to The
Buffalo Gay Men’s Chorus is to be recognized
with the distinguished title of ‘Artistic Director
Emeritus’, during a special ceremony in their
upcoming concert. | ask today, Mr. Speaker,
that we honor her dedication to the arts and
successes as choir director.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA’S BE-
LOVED RODNEY ROLLO

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize the life and legacy of Northwest
Florida’s beloved Rodney Rollo. Rodney was
a true patriot, and he will be greatly missed.

Rodney was born in Pensacola, Florida and
raised in neighboring Santa Rosa County,
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Florida. After graduating from Milton High
School, Rodney answered the call of duty, en-
listing in the United States Navy in 1947. After
serving 20 years with honor and distinction,
Rodney retired from the Navy in 1967 as a
Chief Hospital Corpsman and moved to Wash-
ington D.C., where he worked as Chief of Ad-
ministrative Services for the American Psy-
chiatric Association. However, as with so
many others born and raised along the Gulf
Coast, Rodney returned to his hometown in
1975, and he and his wife, Ann settled in Mil-
ton.

Rodney was a proud lifelong Republican,
and after moving back to Northwest Florida,
he quickly immersed himself in local politics,
becoming a leader in civil society. Rodney and
Ann joined the Santa Rosa County Republican
Executive Committee, and, with an unwaver-
ing commitment to advancing the conservative
principles upon which our country was found-
ed, they worked tirelessly to register Repub-
licans across Santa Rosa County. In just over
a decade, Rodney and Ann’s efforts helped tri-
ple the number of registered Republicans in
the county, and soon thereafter, every county
elective office was held by a Republican. Rod-
ney’s leadership was recognized on many oc-
casions, as he served multiple terms as Chair-
man of the Santa Rosa County Republican
Executive Committee.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am honored to recognize the life
and service of Rodney Rollo. He was a loving
husband, patriot, and defender of freedom,
and his immense contributions to Northwest
Florida will be felt for years to come. My wife
Vicki and | extend our deepest condolences
and prayers to his sister, Betty Rollo Wolfe;
nieces and nephews: Janet (Larry) Chambers,
Tom (Sue) Palmer, Jeannie Cotton, Sam
(Nancy) Palmer, John Palmer, Rebecca
(Doug) Griener, and Sandra Clark, and the en-
tire Rollo family.

—————

THE ENGAGEMENT OF THE U.S.
BISHOPS IN MORAL QUESTIONS
REGARDING NUCLEAR WEAPONS

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 12, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
recently hosted a briefing entitled Catholic En-
gagement on Nuclear Disarmament: What are
the moral questions? and one of the speakers,
Dr. Stephen M. Colecchi, presented the fol-
lowing statement:

At the time of Senate ratification of the
New START Treaty in 2010, Cardinal Francis
George, OMI, then President of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops, whose death we
recently mourned, declared: ‘“The horribly
destructive capacity of nuclear arms makes
them disproportionate and indiscriminate
weapons that endanger human life and dig-
nity like no other armaments. Their use as a
weapon of war is rejected in Church teaching
based on just war norms.”’

The Cardinal was standing on a firm foun-
dation of longstanding teaching when he
made that assertion. The 1983 pastoral letter,
‘““The Challenge of Peace,” established the
U.S. Catholic bishops as a moral voice on nu-
clear disarmament. The bishops argued that
‘“‘each proposed addition to our strategic sys-
tem or change in strategic doctrine must be
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assessed precisely in light of whether it will
render steps toward ‘progressive disar-
mament’ more or less likely.”

Ten years later in the ‘‘Harvest of Justice
is Sown in Peace,” the bishops declared:
“The eventual elimination of nuclear weap-
ons is more than a moral ideal; it should be
a policy goal.” This vision continues to
shape their public engagement.

At the time of the drafting of the 1983 pas-
toral, I worked as a religious educator and
was active in efforts to engage Catholics in
discussions of the various drafts of the peace
pastoral. The process of producing this docu-
ment was significant. The bishops actively
solicited feedback from both experts and
people in the pew on each of three drafts.
The bishops remained the teachers, but they
acknowledged that prudential judgments
were also involved and this required dia-
logue.

Consultations were held at the national
and local levels, and in many settings, at
universities, parishes and think tanks. These
dialogues helped shape the final pastoral let-
ter, but perhaps more importantly they also
raised awareness of the fundamental issues
related to nuclear weapons among many
Americans. Today the Conference of Bishops
is working with others to revitalize Catholic
thinking and engagement on issues involving
nuclear weapons today as decades have
passed since they first became involved with
this issue in a major way.

Over the years, in light of Church moral
teaching, the bishops have also exercised
leadership regarding specific elements of
U.S. nuclear policy. In the late 80s they
raised moral questions regarding missile de-
fense initiatives. The bishops supported the
Strategic Arms Reduction treaties (Start I
and II) in the early 1990s. And in the late 90s
they supported the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, lamenting its defeat in the Senate.
The bishops welcomed the 2002 Moscow Trea-
ty as a positive step, but called on the
United States, and by implication other na-
tions, to do much more.

During the past decade, the Conference of
Bishops has opposed federal funding for re-
search on the Robust Nuclear Earth Pene-
trator, the Reliable Replacement Warhead
and new nuclear weapons. They weighed in
on the Nuclear Posture Review, asking
President Obama to narrow the purpose of
the nuclear arsenal solely to deterring nu-
clear attack. They made a major effort to
offer vigorous support for Senate ratification
of the New START Treaty in 2010, and have
supported and welcomed the P5+1 dialogue
with Iran over their nuclear program, as has
the Holy Father and the Holy See.

At its Deterrence Symposium in July 2009,
the U.S. Strategic Command turned to the
Conference of Bishops to offer moral reflec-
tions. Cardinal Edwin O’Brien, then an Arch-
bishop and a member of the bishops’ Inter-
national Committee, gave a major address on
“Nuclear Weapons and Moral Questions: The
Path to Zero.” He urged the nuclear powers
to “‘move beyond” deterrence. Subsequently,
he joined Global Zero and addressed their
February 2010 summit in Paris.

In his speech at the 2009 Deterrence Sym-
posium, Cardinal O’Brien reiterated the
longstanding position of the U.S. bishops:
“The moral end is clear: a world free of the
threat of nuclear weapons. This goal should
guide our efforts. Every nuclear weapons sys-
tem and every nuclear weapons policy should
be judged by the ultimate goal of protecting
human life and dignity and the related goal
of ridding the world of these weapons in mu-
tually verifiable ways.”’

U.S. Church leaders are not naive about
the challenges that lie along the path to a
world without nuclear weapons. Cardinal
Francis George wrote a letter to President
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