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IN HONOR OF BOB ROBERTS

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring to
the House’s attention that Bob Roberts, the
President of the renowned California Ski In-
dustry Association is retiring. Perhaps we
ought to alert the federal agencies to be on
the lookout for the impending consequences.
Ski lifts will stop running, avalanches will start
falling, snow accumulation will dramatically de-
crease. My God, Mr. Speaker, how can this
country even exist without Bob Roberts at the
helm? And it's not even just the U.S. who will
be affected, for he is known as the Peace
Corps volunteer who put Peru on the map.
Will the Andes now disappear without him?
Take a look at his distinguished career.

Mr. Roberts began his career in the ski in-
dustry in 1969 as operator of Mt. Shasta Ski
Area. He held this post until 1975, after which,
he founded the California Ski Industry Asso-
ciation. He has stood at the helm of the CSIA
for 40 years, working from the ground up to
create an organization which has effectively
continued to improve and enhance the thriving
ski industry in my home state of California.
Through successful campaigns such as the
“Ski California USA” and an award winning
cooperative promotion with Virgin Atlantic Air-
ways, Bob and the CSIA have been able to at-
tract unprecedented levels of domestic and
international visitors to California’s alpine and
cross-country resorts.

Bob Roberts received his undergraduate BA
in political science from Stanford University
and an MBA in international business from
Columbia University. After graduation, he was
one of the very first Peace Corps volunteers
sent to Peru. During his time in Peru he
served in the Andes as a supervisor on the
development and construction of a hotel and
thermal baths. He then continued his work
with the Peace Corps, serving as regional di-
rector in Bolivia and then director for the Latin
American training center in Escondido, Cali-
fornia. Bob’s selfless work with the Peace
Corps would equip him with a political apti-
tude, a disposition towards public service and
a keen interest in the resort business.

A true icon in the tourism industry, Mr. Rob-
erts was also instrumental in the creation of
the California Travel and Tourism Commis-
sion. He was elected Vice Chair of the first
commission and also served for six years as
chair of the marketing committee, directing
California’s tourism programs.

As well as a tireless advocate for the tour-
ism industry, Bob is also a devoted husband
to his wife, Betty, and a father of two, Kirsten
and Christopher, and grandfather to five.

Mr. Speaker, | know that | speak on behalf
of the entire House in thanking my friend from
the Peace Corps for his exceptional service
and | wish him the very best in the next chap-
ter of his life.
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HONORING THE DAILY BREEZE
NEWSPAPER FOR WINNING THE
PULITZER PRIZE

HON. TED LIEU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Daily Breeze news-
paper, which won a Pulitzer Prize for local re-
porting for their investigation into the corrup-
tion at Centinela Valley Union High School
District.

| want to commend the Daily Breeze for
their exceptional journalism and congratulate
them on this honor. | was overjoyed to hear
that they had received the award. All of the
Daily Breeze’s editors, journalists, and staff
should be enormously proud, and they do
great credit to the 33rd Congressional District.

The Daily Breeze excels in many areas, in-
cluding political journalism, acting as a vital
watchdog to address problems in government.
Their investigation into the Centinela School
District exposed the culture of corruption with-
in the district’'s administration. Despite the ex-
cessive salaries given to the administration’s
leadership, the district was cutting important
academic programs, scoring poorly on student
performance evaluations, and hurting the edu-
cations of students whose job it was for them
to help.

The Daily Breeze’s investigation resulted in
the removal of the school superintendent and
led the FBI and Los Angeles District Attorney
to open investigations into the district’s shady
dealings. Without the Daily Breeze’s fine re-
porting, this waste of taxpayer money and
abuse of the public’s trust might never have
been brought to light.

The paper has served as the voice of Tor-
rance and the entire South Bay area since
1894. For more than a hundred years, the
Daily Breeze combines comprehensive na-
tional reporting with innovative and hard-hitting
local coverage. As a Torrance resident, | have
been reading the Daily Breeze for nearly two
decades. Whether reporting on government,
local entertainment or criminal investigations,
the Daily Breeze exemplifies the best ideals of
journalism: creativity, civic service, and integ-
rity. | am proud to honor the Daily Breeze
leadership, reporters, and employees as they
celebrate their first Pulitzer Prize.

——
DISAPPROVAL OF DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA REPRODUCTIVE

HEALTH NON-DISCRIMINATION
AMENDMENT ACT OF 2014

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
to express my opposition to H.J. Res. 43, a
bill that aims to overturn the Reproductive
Health Non-discrimination Amendment Act
(RHNDA) which was recently passed by the
DC City Council.

The purpose of the RHNDA is to prevent
DC employers from discriminating against
workers for making personal reproductive
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health decisions that conflict with the ex-
pressed values of their employer. For exam-
ple, the law prevents the firing of an employee
for getting pregnant outside of marriage.

Supporters of H.J. Res. 43 say the bill’s in-
tent is to protect the rights of employers who
do not want to be forced to support the repro-
ductive decisions of their employees. How-
ever, the RHNDA imposes no new require-
ments on employers to provide health insur-
ance and does not change the insurance poli-
cies of current workers in any way. RHNDA'’s
aim is simply to ensure that workers are
judged based on their work decision-making,
rather than on their personal health decision-
making.

This Republican bill is not only an assault
on workers’ rights; it is also an assault on the
rights of self-determination of the people of
Washington D.C. Why should an Idaho con-
gressman be able to overturn the unanimous
decision of an elected body which is simply
expressing the will of the DC voters that elect-
ed it?

For these reasons, | oppose this bill and |
encourage my colleagues to do the same.

—

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID N. CICILLINE

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2015

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2028) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Chair, | am concerned
that the Fiscal Year 2016 Energy and Water
Appropriations Bill passed on May 1st limits
investment in renewable energy and energy
efficiency at the expense of increased invest-
ment in fossil fuels, risking the future of Amer-
ica’s clean energy future. It is vitally important
that the United States continue to make strong
investments in clean energy technologies, so
that we can move away from reliance on dirty
and expensive fossil fuels. By adhering to se-
quester level caps for non-defense spending
risks the future of an American clean energy
economy.

In addition to the spending cuts, | am deeply
concerned about misguided rider included in
the bill that would prevent funding of the Na-
tional Ocean Policy, which permits better co-
ordination among federal agencies responsible
for coastal and ocean planning.

In 2011, ocean industries supported 2.8 mil-
lion jobs and $282 billion in GDP. Our 21st
century economy depends on our oceans, but
there is increasing pressure on and competi-
tion for resources. Ocean planning seeks to
reduce these conflicts and strengthen the re-
silience of ocean communities and eco-
systems.

In the Northeast, our Regional Ocean Coun-
cil has allowed our states to pool resources
and businesses to have a voice in decision-
making and has coordinated with federal part-
ners to ensure all stakeholders have a voice
in the process.
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Allowing federal agencies to coordinate im-
plementation of over 100 ocean laws and giv-
ing state and local governments a voice in the
ocean planning process is smart public policy,
and | hope that as the Appropriations process
moves forward we will remove this harmful
provision from the Energy and Water Bill.

| would like to note that this year's Energy
and Water bill includes $10 million for environ-
mental infrastructure projects within the Army
Corps of Engineers’ General Construction ac-
count. These funds are vitally important to
communities that desperately require improve-
ments to their water and sanitation infrastruc-
ture, and may require additional funds to do
S0.

We require, quite rightly, water and sewage
treatment plants to maintain federally man-
dated standards to keep our water supply safe
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and sustainable. About 72% of the population
is served by sewage treatment plants, but 3.8
million of those people are served by facilities
providing less than secondary treatment,
which is a basic requirement by federal law.
Often, the financial burden to meet these re-
quirements falls on state and local govern-
ments. This can leave communities experi-
encing financial distress with outdated infra-
structure and facing down huge costs to bring
them in line with requirements. And this af-
fects all of us, as aging wastewater manage-
ment systems discharge billions of gallons of
untreated sewage into U.S. surface waters
each year.

For example, in my home state of Rhode Is-
land a large-scale restoration is underway to
improve the 143 year old waterworks infra-
structure that runs through Cranston and Prov-
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idence and serves a majority of the state. Ac-
cording to local news reports the project may
take up to 40 years. In the northern part of our
state, Woonsocket is planning its own major
reconstruction of its water infrastructure, built
in the 1930s, as they grapple with aging
equipment that can no longer comply with en-
vironmental regulations.

| applaud the excellent planning and fund-
raising being done in Rhode Island to meet
the needs of our aging water infrastructure,
and | note the benefit that having access to
Army Corps of Engineers expertise and funds
adds to local governments striving to meet the
infrastructure needs of their communities.

| urge my colleagues to include robust fund-
ing for Army Corps environmental infrastruc-
ture programs in the final Energy and water
spending bill.
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