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Martin Luther King Observance Committee 
has expressed renewed encouragement in 
celebrating their 45th Anniversary, due to 
these awards recently presented to the Kings. 

I commend the members of the Martin Lu-
ther King Observance Committee, especially 
committee chair Dr. Felicia B. Jamison, for 
their dedication to promoting the rich legacy of 
the life and works of the Dr. King. Through the 
annual celebration of Dr. King’s birth, the 
Committee has consistently demonstrated a 
dedication and commitment to advancing his 
philosophy and teachings. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Martin Luther 
King Observance Committee as it celebrates 
its 45th Anniversary. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE NEW 
COLUMBIA ADMISSION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the New Columbia Admission Act 
with 93 original cosponsors, a record number. 
I am introducing the District of Columbia state-
hood bill as my first bill for the 114th Con-
gress, an indication of its importance to the 
residents of the District of Columbia. This bill 
got its first-ever Senate hearing last Congress, 
ensuring that statehood is on the congres-
sional agenda. Residents were so encouraged 
by the prospect of the first Senate hearing on 
our bill that more DC residents attended than 
had come to any DC hearing in memory. Their 
enthusiasm reflects that residents of our na-
tion’s capital have always been citizens of the 
United States but remain the only taxpaying 
Americans who do not have full and equal citi-
zenship rights. The denial of local control of 
local matters and of equal representation in 
the Congress of the United States can be 
remedied only by statehood. 

Therefore, I am introducing the New Colum-
bia Admission Act to create a state from es-
sentially the eight home-town wards of the 
District of Columbia. This 51st state, of 
course, would have no jurisdiction over the 
federal territory or enclave that now consists 
of the Washington that Members of Congress 
and visitors associate with the capital of our 
country. The U.S. Capitol premises, the prin-
cipal federal monuments, federal buildings and 
grounds, the National Mall, and other federal 
property here would remain under federal ju-
risdiction. Our bill provides that the State of 
New Columbia would be equal to the other 
fifty states in all respects, as is always re-
quired, and the residents of New Columbia 
would have all the rights of citizenship as tax-
paying American citizens, including two sen-
ators and, initially, one House member. The 
District of Columbia recognizes that it can 
enter the Union only on an equal basis and is 
prepared to do so. 

The New Columbia Admission Act was the 
first bill I introduced after I was first sworn in 
as a Member of Congress in the 102nd Con-
gress in 1991. Our first try for statehood re-
ceived significant support in the House. In 
1993, we got the first and only vote on state-
hood for the District, with nearly 60% of 
Democrats and one Republican voting for the 

New Columbia Admission Act. The Senate 
held a hearing on various approaches to rep-
resentation, but the committee of jurisdiction 
did not proceed further. In the 113th Con-
gress, our statehood bill got unprecedented 
momentum with the Senate’s first-ever hearing 
on statehood, which was the first congres-
sional hearing held on statehood in more than 
20 years, since the House held its hearing on 
statehood in 1993, and obtained a record 
number of cosponsors in the House and Sen-
ate, including Senate Majority Leader HARRY 
REID, as well as the other top three Demo-
cratic leaders in the Senate. In addition, Presi-
dent Obama endorsed DC statehood in a pub-
lic forum before the statehood hearing was 
held. 

Statehood is the only alternative for the citi-
zens of the District of Columbia. To be content 
with less than statehood is to concede the 
equality of citizenship that is the birthright of 
our residents as citizens of the United States. 
That is a concession no American citizen has 
ever made, and one DC residents will not 
make as they approach the 214th year in their 
fight for equal treatment in their country. This 
bill reaffirms our determination to obtain each 
and every right enjoyed by citizens of the 
United States, by becoming the 51st State in 
the Union. 
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CLAY HUNT SUICIDE PREVENTION 
FOR AMERICAN VETERANS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 12, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 203, the Clay Hunt Sui-
cide Prevention for American Veterans (SAV) 
Act, which will help stem the epidemic of vet-
eran suicide. 

Tragically, an estimated 22 veterans commit 
suicide each day—more than 8,000 each year. 

Of the more than 2 million Americans who 
have served in combat in Afghanistan and 
Iraq, it is estimated that one-third, roughly 
600,000 men and women, have traumatic 
brain injury, PTSD or Depression. 

Mr. Speaker, combatting the epidemic of 
veteran suicide must be one of the nation’s 
highest priorities. 

The bill before us is important to our nation 
and critically important to my home state of 
Texas, which has one of the highest rates of 
veteran suicide in the country. 

According to an analysis conducted by the 
Houston Chronicle, suicides among Texans 
under the age of 35 who had served in the 
military ‘‘jumped from 47 in 2006 to 66 in 
2009—an increase of 40 percent.’’ 

According to that same analysis, ‘‘last year, 
suicides made up nearly 25 percent of the 
deaths of Texans younger than 35 who served 
in the military. That percentage is more than 
twice the rate of suicide in the comparable ci-
vilian population.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 203 expands access to 
mental health services for our nation’s vet-
erans and increases the capacity and effi-
ciency of VA care to deal with the more than 
one million veterans returning from war. 

Our veterans deserve to have our support. 
These individuals put their lives on the line for 
our country to stay safe. 

Specifically, H.R. 203, which enjoys broad 
and deep bipartisan support: 

1. Establishes a peer support and commu-
nity outreach pilot program to assist 
transitioning service members with accessing 
VA mental health care services. 

2. Requires the VA to create a one-stop, 
interactive website to serve as a centralized 
information source regarding all mental health 
services for veterans. 

3. Takes steps to address the shortage of 
mental health care professionals by author-
izing the VA to conduct a student loan repay-
ment pilot program aimed at recruiting and re-
taining psychiatrists. 

4. Requires yearly evaluations—with interim 
reports due in the first two years and a final 
report due the third year and every year 
after—conducted by a third party, of all mental 
health care and suicide prevention practices 
and programs at the VA to find out what is 
working and what’s not working and to make 
recommendations to improve care. 

Passing H.R. 203 is an essential first step in 
ensuring that our veterans are receiving the 
help and care they need. 

I strongly support this legislation and urge 
all Members to join me in voting to pass H.R. 
203. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SER-
GEANT WILLIAM J. ROSSMAN JR. 

HON. PAUL RYAN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I am 
submitting this statement to honor the extraor-
dinary life of a proud Wisconsinite, an Amer-
ican hero, and a friend: Sergeant William J. 
Rossman Jr. Sergeant Rossman recently 
passed away at the age of 91. He was a hus-
band and father, a decorated military veteran, 
and an outstanding member of his community. 
And despite his storied military career and nu-
merous accolades, those who were fortunate 
enough to meet Sergeant Rossman know he 
preferred to go by the much more modest title 
of ‘‘Bill.’’ 

Bill was your typical World War II Veteran. 
He was proud of his service, but never one to 
boast or brag of his accomplishments. He un-
derstood the true meaning of service: that you 
put others ahead yourself. And he practiced 
this throughout his entire life, whether it was 
with his family, his work, or his community. 
But it was nearly 71 years ago, during his time 
fighting in the war, that Bill performed an act 
of service that still leaves me in awe to this 
day. 

On February 14, 1944, after bombing the 
marshalling yards at Verona, Italy, Bill’s B–24 
Liberator was hit by a fierce concentration of 
flak that knocked out two of its engines. Un-
able to keep up with the bomber formation, six 
Messerschmitt ME–109s attacked the bomber, 
knocking out a third engine and starting a fire. 
The pilot, Lt. Robert Gernand, rang the alarm 
bell and ordered the crew to bail out of the air-
craft. The bomber was in flames and falling in 
a tight spiral, quickly losing altitude. Under 
these dire circumstances, it would have made 
sense for Bill to follow the orders of Lt. 
Gernand and immediately do what was nec-
essary to protect his own life. But that’s not 
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what happened. Bill noticed that his crew 
member Sgt. Louis Vasquez, the aircraft’s ra-
dioman, was wounded and immobile. With 
complete disregard for his own life, Bill at-
tended to Vasquez, removing his helmet and 
flak suit and securing his parachute before fi-
nally pushing him out of the camera hatch. Fi-
nally, Bill, who was also severely wounded, 
secured his out parachute and exited the air-
craft. 

Bill’s story does not end there. After touch-
ing down, he was discovered by Italian resist-
ance fighters who gave him medical care and 
transferred him to a monastery, where he 
posed as a wounded French civilian and re-
mained silent to avoid being discovered by the 
Germans. But after ten days, Bill was identi-
fied as an American and taken away by Ger-
man forces. He spent the next 15 months in 
various POW camps in different countries. 
Throughout his imprisonment, he was starved, 
his life was threatened, and received no med-
ical attention for his wounds. He was marched 
from camp to camp, and faced numerous 
near-death experiences. Finally, in April 1945, 
Bill and his fellow prisoners in Bavaria were 
liberated by the Thirteenth Armored Division, 
led by a name familiar to all Americans: Gen-
eral George Patton. 

Amazingly, Bill continued his career in the 
military after returning home to America. He 
remained in the Air Force and married his 
wife, Alice, in 1947 while attending Officer 
Candidate School. In 1949, he was discharged 
from the service after six years with the Army 
Air Corps and the U.S. Air Force. He returned 
to Racine, Wisconsin, where he and Alice 
raised their daughter, Pamela, and Bill worked 
in the private sector for 36 years until his re-
tirement in 1986. In 2002, I had the privilege 
of presenting Bill with the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, America’s oldest military aviation 
award. In addition to this and many other hon-
ors, Bill was also a recipient of a POW medal 
and the Purple Heart. 

Bill was a true American patriot. I am sub-
mitting this statement for the record to honor 
his incredible life and help ensure that his 
story is remembered for years to come. His 
legacy sets a standard of what it truly means 
to serve. My thoughts and prayers are with his 
wife Alice, his daughter Pamela, and his son- 
in-law Michael. He will be greatly missed by 
his friends, his family, the state of Wisconsin, 
and the United States of America. 
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CLAY HUNT SUICIDE PREVENTION 
FOR AMERICAN VETERANS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to express my support of the bipar-
tisan H.R. 203, the Clay Hunt Suicide Preven-
tion for American Veterans Act. The bill will re-
iterate our commitment towards our coura-
geous veterans who have fought to defend 
this country. Statistics of the Department of 
Veteran Affairs say an average of 22 veterans 
commit suicide every day, meaning that this 
tragic news occurs every 65 minutes. The 
cases account for 20 percent of suicides in the 
U.S. These brave men and women suffer with 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), de-
pression, anxiety, and other types of mental 
injuries. Mental illness can also lead to other 
issues, including homelessness and substance 
abuse. The issue is of national importance, 
and more needs to be done. Their well-being 
deserves our highest priority and we have to 
ensure that their illness is adequately ad-
dressed. With this legislation, Congress can 
prevent further tragedies and ensure our vet-
erans have the mental health services they 
deserve. 
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HONORING REV. JOHN WOOD 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
this past Sunday, Rev. John Wood was hon-
ored for his 25 years as Pastor of the Cedar 
Springs Presbyterian Church in Knoxville. 

Almost everyone who has heard John Wood 
speak believes he is one of the greatest 
preachers this Nation has ever produced. 

He is not loud or flashy or flamboyant, but 
he preaches the Gospel in a sincere, intel-
ligent, humble way that relates well to all types 
of people. 

I think he is one of the most brilliant men I 
have ever known, and I have felt that way 
since I first met him in one of his early days 
in Knoxville. 

Under his leadership, Cedar Springs has 
become one of the largest Presbyterian 
churches in the Nation. His sermons are both 
enjoyable and thought-provoking, and, most 
importantly, Biblically-based. 

He somehow has the ability to teach the 
Bible in a way that is helpful to Biblical schol-
ars as well as to beginning Christians. He 
preaches in a kind, down-to-earth manner that 
gives his listeners the feeling he is preaching 
to himself as well as to everyone who is listen-
ing. 

John has been a true friend and an inspira-
tion to me and my family. He has been with 
us through good times and bad, and I am very 
fortunate to have known him and have him as 
a part of my life for these last 25 years. 

Much more important than the help he has 
been to me, however, is the fact that he has 
touched thousands of lives in a good and 
positive way. 

He has brought the Christian message to 
churches and meetings through the U.S. and 
to many countries around the world. 

I want to congratulate John Wood on his 25 
years at Cedar Springs and encourage all my 
Colleagues and other readers of the RECORD 
to listen to one of his sermons on the internet 
or hopefully someday in person. 

I would also like to call attention to the arti-
cle that appeared in the Knoxville News Sen-
tinel on January 13, 2013, entitled ‘‘Pastor 
John Wood: Best leaders are servants.’’ 

PASTOR JOHN WOOD: BEST LEADERS ARE 
SERVANTS 

(By Josh Flory) 
Legendary University of Tennessee foot-

ball coach Robert Neyland was famous for 
his seven maxims of winning football. In 
that spirit, the News Sentinel offers a series 
that highlights maxims for the 21st cen-
tury—not about football, but about effective 
leadership. 

On one Sunday every month, the Business 
section will highlight an East Tennessean 
from spheres including athletics, the arts, 
religion or the public sector, speaking about 
their ‘‘leadership maxims’’ for the 21st cen-
tury. 

John Wood, senior pastor, Cedar Springs 
Presbyterian Church: ‘‘The best leaders are 
those who help people accomplish good 
things, not by ruling over them, but by serv-
ing alongside them.’’ 

Q: Tell me about your philosophy of leader-
ship as a pastor and a minister. 

A: I think ‘‘leader’’—just at its rawest, 
most basic definition—a leader is someone 
who gets other people to follow them and to 
get something done. 

But a good leader is someone who encour-
ages and motivates people to get something 
good or something necessary done. A great 
leader, the best leaders, are those who ac-
complish that—who encourage, who moti-
vate, who really get people excited about 
being a part of something that they’re 
doing—not by ruling but rather, as Jesus 
said, by serving. 

It’s servant leadership. And it’s not just 
Jesus’ word, it’s really the whole picture of 
leadership, positive picture of leadership in 
the Bible. And (it) often contrasts between 
the very good leaders and very bad leaders, 
those who ruled and those who served. . . . 

To me, the ultimate example of servant 
leadership, integrity in the Bible is John 13, 
where just the night before he was crucified, 
Jesus, having loved his disciples, loved them 
to the end and took off his robes, put a towel 
around his waist and did the one thing that 
no Jewish family could force another Jew 
who served them to do, and that was wash 
feet. . . . 

And so Jesus lays aside His robes, puts a 
towel around His waist and crawls from one 
set of dirty feet to the next, washes feet, and 
then when He resumes his place He says: ‘‘Do 
you understand what I’ve told you? You call 
me Lord and master, I am. I’m your master, 
I’m your teacher. And if I, your master and 
teacher, have washed your feet, how much 
more ought you?’’ This is servant leadership. 
This is what it looks like.’’ 

Q: You mentioned the service aspect of 
leadership. At the same time . . . you men-
tioned this issue of mastery and being a mas-
ter. In some sense your role involves chal-
lenging and confronting people at certain 
times, I would imagine. How do you balance 
those competing demands of confronting at 
times but also serving and being humble? 

A: When Jack Kennedy was inaugurated as 
president, he asked Robert Frost to write a 
poem and read a poem for him, which Frost 
agreed to do. When Frost’s friends heard that 
he had agreed to participate in Jack Ken-
nedy’s inauguration, they said how could 
you do this, you’ve always hated liberals? 

And he said, Kennedy’s no liberal. And 
they said, what do you mean, what’s your 
definition of a liberal? And he said, a liberal 
is a man who cannot even pick his own side 
in an argument. 

Now I always tell our people, Christ was 
never, in calling us to be humble, telling us 
that we can’t have principled views—hope-
fully biblically formed and shaped—for 
which we are willing to stand and passion-
ately take a position and debate it, but de-
bate it charitably without demonizing people 
who hold a different view. 

Being a leader means that you’re going to 
have to go to people, often if you see them 
working what you think is outside of their 
own gifting, and say: ‘‘Look, you know, you 
have so many really wonderful gifts, and I 
want to help you use those gifts. We need for 
you to be using your gifts. We’ve got you in 
the wrong place. This is our fault. We asked 
you to do something that is outside of your 
gifting. 
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