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began in 1882 on the intersecting county lines
of Marion and Chattahoochee Counties in
Southwest Georgia. Reverend Shed Thornton
is the first known pastor to lead Zion Hill.
Other pastors to follow would include Rev-
erend Jackson, Reverend Mathis, Reverend
Davis, Reverend Chinn, Reverend Gates, and
Reverend Campbell. Reverend Carter then
pastored the church for thirty-six years, fol-
lowed by Reverend Baker, who pastored for
over sixteen years.

Reverend Willie E. Neal then became the
Pastor of Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Church
and in his twenty-two years of leadership, he
worked tirelessly to expand the church. Under
his careful eye, the current Fellowship Hall
was built, and new pulpit furnishings, new
pews, and the indoor baptismal pool were in-
stalled.

In 1987, the church was incorporated and
attendance continued to grow. The church
added classes for children and young adults to
its Sunday school program. After the church
established a youth choir ministry and youth
usher ministry, it became a full-time Gospel
church, holding services every Sunday.

After the Reverend Frederick D. Harris took
over the leadership, the church began making
some structural improvements. New carpet
was installed in the sanctuary, the pews were
covered, the fellowship hall was outfitted with
new tile, and new tables, chairs, and kitchen
appliances were added. A new sound system
was installed and finally, a steeple was added
to the top of the sanctuary, inviting members
of the community to come praise and worship
the Lord at Zion Hill.

It was during this time that Rev. Harris also
implemented a new Wednesday class to in-
crease spiritual growth. After Rev. Harris was
called to relocate to Maryland, the Reverend
Clarence R. Barnes then took over the leader-
ship of Zion Hill. Sadly, due to medical rea-
sons, Rev. Barnes had to resign in November
2014.

Along with pastors, there have also been
many deacons who influenced and guided the
church. Some of the most notable include
Deacon James Williams, who contributed the
church flags, and Deacon Willie J. Short, who
built the current Sanctuary.

Throughout the past 134 years, Zion Hill
Missionary Baptist has become a spiritual
home for many. Advancements in both the ac-
tual structure of the church building as well as
the church body were made to better accom-
modate the divine growth emanating from the
hearts and spirits of many pastors, deacons,
and church members. The story of Zion Hill
Missionary Baptist Church is truly an inspiring
one of the dedication and perseverance of a
faithful congregation of people who put all
their love and trust in the Lord.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me in paying tribute to Zion Hill Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Cusseta, Georgia for
their long history of coming together through
the good and difficult times to praise and wor-
ship our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

JOSEPH BOULANGER
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Joseph Bou-
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langer for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Jo-
seph Boulanger is an 8th grader at Arvada K-
8 and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Joseph
Boulanger is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Jo-
seph Boulanger for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, | was detained for
votes on Tuesday, April 21st. Had | been
present and voting, | would have voted AYE
on Roll Call #162, authorizing the use of the
Capitol Grounds for the National Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Service and the National Honor
Guard and Pipe Band Exhibition.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, due to
the passing of my mother on April 21, 2015 |
had to remain in Texas and was unable to
vote on April 21 and April 22, 2015.

On roll call no. 162, had | been present, |
would have voted Yea.

On roll call no. 163, had | been present, |
would have voted Yea.

On roll call no. 164, had | been present, |
would have voted Yea.

On roll call no. 165, had | been present, |
would have voted Yea.

On roll call no. 166, had | been present, |
would have voted Nay.

On roll call no. 167, had | been present, |
would have voted Yea.

On roll call no. 168, had | been present, |
would have voted Yea.

On roll call no. 169, had | been present, |
would have voted Nay.

On roll call no. 170, had | been present, |

would have voted Yea.

JOSEPH BERGMAN

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 23, 2015
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to recognize and applaud Joseph
Bergman for receiving the Arvada Wheat
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Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Joseph Bergman is a 12th grader at Standley
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have
allowed him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Joseph
Bergman is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Jo-
seph Bergman for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

———
IN HONOR OF UNITED STATES
ARMY SERGEANT MATTHEW

COOKE, RECIPIENT OF THE PUR-
PLE HEART

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor United States Army Sergeant Matthew
Cooke, a recipient of the Purple Heart from
North Carolina’s 8th Congressional District.

Sergeant Cooke was one of thirty-two
wounded during the 2009 shooting at Fort
Hood in Killeen, Texas. On November 5,
2009, Nidal Hasan opened fire at the Soldier
Readiness Center at Fort Hood, killing 13 peo-
ple and wounding 32 and without the coura-
geous actions of Sergeant Cooke, the death
toll would likely have been higher.

When Sergeant Cooke saw a non-commis-
sioned officer shot in the torso, he draped
himself on the higher-ranking soldier to shield
him from Hasan. He was shot five times in the
act of protecting another’s life.

Recovering physically and mentally from the
massacre at Fort Hood has been a continuing
struggle for Sergeant Cooke. Despite serving
two deployments in Iraq, Sergeant Cooke’s
greatest injuries and selflessness took place
on home soil. | am overjoyed that Sergeant
Cooke is finally receiving the Purple Heart and
well-deserved recognition for his heroic ac-
tions.

It is an honor to extend these remarks today
to congratulate United States Army Sergeant
Matthew Cooke for receiving the Purple Heart
and to thank him for his brave and selfless
service.

————

HONORING COMMUNITY PARTNERS
FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to rec-
ognize Community Partners for Affordable
Housing for the exceptional progress they
have made in providing the basic human need
of housing to those struggling to afford its ris-
ing costs.

Partnering with the cities of Highland Park,
Evanston and Lake Forest, CPAH addresses
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affordable housing collaboratively, operating
the first community land trust program in llli-
nois.

CPAH preserves communities’ existing
housing stock by rehabilitating problematic or
blighted properties. This maximizes the cost-
effectiveness of public and private investment
for long-term community benefit.

In short, CPAH synthesizes safe, clean
housing with affordability. CPAH is an incred-
ible asset that the cities of Highland Park,
Evanston, and Lake Forest are fortunate to
benefit from. | am proud to represent Commu-
nity Partners for Affordable Housing.

———

HONORING DAVID AND PATRICIA
NIERENBERG

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize David and Patricia
Nierenberg for the honor of receiving
PeaceHealth’s Nat Giustina Philanthropy
Award. This award was created to honor indi-
viduals who have advanced the well-being of
our community through the generous donation
of their time, talent and resources over many
years through support of PeachHealth Medical
Centers.

Their generous support and collective serv-
ice on the PeachHealth Southwest Foundation
Board for nearly two decades, has given the
Vancouver hospital the opportunity to expand
its capacity and serve more residents of
Southwest Washington. Their contribution,
which focuses primarily on maternal and infant
health, helped establish the Holtzman Twins
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and the Patricia
Nierenberg Childcare and Early Learning Cen-
ter. Their generosity has helped construct
world-class facilities and establish a scholar-
ship for low-income families to help offset the
cost of care at the new center, leading to a
more healthy and vibrant community.

| want to thank David and Patricia for their
tireless involvement and support of our com-
munity. Their contribution is one that will posi-
tively impact Southwest Washington for gen-
erations to come.

———

HONORING MR. WIN SHAW

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Mr. Win Shaw for his long
service to the country and to General Dynam-
ics’ Gulfstream Aerospace, the largest private
employer in the First District of Georgia.

Mr. Win Shaw represented the hard working
people of Gulfstream for 20 years beginning in
March, 1993. Prior to his career with Gulf-
stream, Mr. Shaw graduated from Norwich
University and was commissioned into the
U.S. Army as an Armor officer. Dedicating 29
years of his life to military service, Mr. Shaw
served two tours of duty in Vietnam and one
tour in Korea. In his last active duty assign-
ment, Mr. Shaw served as Chief of the Army’s
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Senate Liaison Office for four and a half
years. Mr. Shaw retired as a Colonel with
many deserved decorations including the Dis-
tinguished Service Medal, Silver Star, Soldiers
Medal and 3 Bronze Stars with the V device.
He is also a graduate of the Army War Col-
lege. Following his retirement from the U.S.
Army, Mr. Shaw joined Westinghouse Electric
Corporation for two and a half years.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to join Mr. Win
Shaw’s colleagues, family and friends in cele-
brating many years of hard work and dedica-
tion to our community and our Country.

HONORING DR. RUTH B. LOVE
HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the extraordinary career of Dr. Ruth B. Love.

Dr. Love was born in Lawton, Oklahoma,
and grew up in Bakersfield, California, where
she attended public schools. From a young
age, Dr. Love displayed a deep passion for
reading, which she transformed into a career
in education. Dr. Love received her B.A. in
education from San Jose State University, her
M.A. in Guidance and Counseling from San
Francisco State University, and her Ph.D. in
Human Behavior and Psychology from the
United States International University.

Dr. Love began her teaching career in Oak-
land, California. In addition to teaching, which
she enjoyed immensely, Dr. Love worked on
various projects, at the local, national, and
international levels. She served as the Project
Director for Operation Crossroads Africa in
Ghana. She was also selected for the National
Fulbright Program in England, where she
taught for a year and was able to travel the
world.

Dr. Love also took on various roles at the
California State Education Department, where
she served in a statewide role as Bureau
Chief for Program Development. She went on
to join the Federal Office of Education as Na-
tional Director of the Right to Read Program,
and worked with Congress to enact the Na-
tional Reading Program and other important
pieces of legislation.

Eventually, Dr. Love was recruited to serve
as Superintendent of the Oakland Unified
School District, where her teaching career had
begun. She served for nearly seven years,
pioneering innovative programs and helping
Oakland students achieve national norms on
standardized tests. After much consideration,
Dr. Love accepted the position of General Su-
perintendent for the Chicago Board of Edu-
cation, where she oversaw one of the largest
school districts in the nation—comprising over
500 schools, 44,000 employees, and a $2 bil-
lion budget.

Prior to her retirement in 2014, Dr. Love
was the Founder and President of RBL Enter-
prises, an education consulting company. Dr.
Love traveled the world extensively in this ca-
pacity, lecturing and advising on education
policy. She also worked for many years as a
professor in the Doctorate Programs at San
Francisco State University and the University
of California, Berkeley.

On a personal note, | have had the privilege
to be with Dr. Love in Ghana and witness the
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respect and love Ghanaians have for her. She
is truly a citizen of the world, and has shared
her knowledge and experiences with those
who have not had the chance to visit Africa.
Many years ago, | met Dr. Love’s late mother.
| will always remember the love, kindness, and
selfless caregiving Dr. Love provided her
mother in spite of her busy schedule. She was
an inspiration to me as | had the honor to care
for my late mother in her golden years.

On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, Dr. Ruth B. Love,
| salute you. | thank you for a lifetime of serv-
ice and congratulate you on your many
achievements. | wish you and your loved ones
the very best.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BAY STREET
PLAYERS

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
my privilege to recognize the 40th anniversary
of the Bay Street Players at the Historic State
Theatre in Eustis, Florida.

Construction on the Historic State Theatre
began in 1916, and included one of the largest
“photo play” pipe organs in the Southeast to
accommodate the latest entertainment of
“moving pictures.” Throughout the Great De-
pression, the Theatre also provided chorale
and orchestral music programs to help lift the
spirits of the community.

By 1975, the building had become vacant
and fallen into disrepair, but was rediscovered
by local theatre enthusiasts. This group, com-
posed of Deborah Carpenter, Dale Carpenter,
Charlene Smith, Lou Tally, Mary Jane
Mitenius, and Ed Mitenius became the found-
ing members of the Bay Street Players, which
has remained an active part of the community
for the past forty years.

It is my pleasure to join the Bay Street Play-
ers in commemorating their 40th anniversary
and recognizing their founding members. It is
truly an honor to serve the residents of Central
Florida in the U.S. House of Representatives.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF §ST. PAUL
AME CHURCH’'S 113TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 23, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to extend my sincere
congratulations to the congregation of St. Paul
African Methodist Episcopal Church in Colum-
bus, Georgia as the church’s membership and
leadership celebrate a remarkable 113 years.
The congregation of St. Paul AME Church will
celebrate this very significant anniversary with
a celebration on Sunday, April 26, 2015 at the
Church in Columbus, Georgia.

Tracing its roots back to the turn of the
twentieth century, the church’s first corner-
stone was laid on April 27, 1902 at Meeler's
Hill, a historic neighborhood in Columbus,
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