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The Goldman Act specifically lists the in-
creasingly escalating actions that Congress
has in mind, from a demarche—or a protest
through diplomatic channels—to a public con-
demnation to a delay or cancellation of one or
more bilateral visits and even the withdrawal,
limitation, or suspension of foreign assistance
including non-humanitarian aid and including
security assistance to the central government
of a country. These are serious sanctions that
must be seriously applied by a country that
takes parental child abduction seriously.

We may also request extradition where ap-
propriate.

If these measures sound pointed, it is be-
cause they are intended to focus the destina-
tion country on quick and accurate resolution
of abduction and access cases.

The Goldman Act was written to cover
countries that have signed the Hague Conven-
tion, such as Brazil; countries that have not
signed the Convention, such as India; and
countries that have a mix of open abduction
cases from before and after signing the Hague
Convention, such as Japan.

In 2013, India was the number three des-
tination in the world for parents who abducted
from the United States. Currently, there are 64
known open abduction and denial of access
cases involving India. And yet the United
States does not have any sort of resolution
mechanism with India. Moms and dads left be-
hind in the United States are forced to enter
a labyrinthine foreign court system known for
its incessant appeals and multi-year delays.

But now the Goldman Act applies. India will
now face real penalties for any case that has
been pending for more than one year, and will
be “named and shamed” in the State Depart-
ment’s report. As with the State Department’s
annual trafficking report, there is morally sua-
sive value in simply reporting what a country
does, and some countries will | am sure re-
spond to such moral pressure.

Thus we expect the State Department to
apply these penalties zealously, and to work
with India on establishing a bilateral agree-
ment for the efficient and fair resolution of ab-
duction and access cases. If the State Depart-
ment faithfully applies the law as written, it will
be in India’s interest to come to the negoti-
ating table.

The same holds true for Japan, even though
Japan recently signed the Hague Convention.
Among such cases is that of Michael Elias,
who has not seen his children, Jade and Mi-
chael Jr., since 2008. Michael served as a
Marine who saw combat in Irag. His wife, who
worked in the Japanese consulate, used docu-
ments fraudulently obtained with the apparent
complicity of Japanese consulate personnel to
kidnap their children, then aged 4 and 2, in
defiance of a court order, telling Michael on a
phone call that there was nothing that he
could do, as “my country will protect me.”

Her country will protect her, but what is our
country doing to protect Michael and his chil-
dren?

While the State Department has touted Ja-
pan’s accession to the Hague Convention as
an accomplishment, Japan has said the Con-
vention would only apply in post-ratification
cases. As Ambassador Jacobs knows, | and
several others predicted that unless a MOU or
other bilateral agreement was concluded with
Japan, American children and their left behind
parents will be left behind in perpetuity. | ask
to my friends at the State Department, what
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then is to happen for parents already suffering
from abductions prior to ratification? Would
they be left-behind again—this time by their
own government?

| know Ambassador Jacobs, who testified at
last month’s hearing, as recently as February
2014 in her testimony before the Senate, stat-
ed that she would continue to make “progress
with the Japanese government on resolving
existing cases in the spirit of the Convention.”

The Goldman Act requires accountability for
the Japanese government on the abduction
cases open at the time Japan signed the Con-
vention. Unless Japan resolves scores of
American cases before the end of next month,
nearly 100% of abduction cases in Japan will
still be unresolved and Goldman Act penalties
will apply.

The Goldman Act has given the State De-
partment new and powerful tools to bring
Japan, and other countries, to the resolution
table. The goal is not to disrupt relations but
to heal the painful rifts caused by international
child abduction.

————————

INTRODUCTION OF THE EQUALITY
FOR ALL RESOLUTION

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, today
| am pleased to introduce the Equality for All
Resolution—which declares that gay, lesbian,
and transgender people should be protected
from discrimination under the law.

Earlier this month, | watched as Indiana—
my home state—enacted the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act, giving businesses the
right to refuse service based on sexual ori-
entation and gender identity.

Over the last few weeks, I've heard from
businesses, religious organizations, commu-
nity leaders, and countless concerned Ameri-
cans.

It's clear that the vast majority of Americans
oppose this kind of discrimination.

Yet, in 2015, it is still legal in over 30 states
to discriminate in the workplace, to refuse to
sell or rent a home, or to turn someone away
from your business—just because they are
lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender.

As elected representatives, we have a re-
sponsibility to show that America is better than
this. | would like to thank the 126 colleagues
who join me today as original cosponsors of
this resolution.

| encourage every Member of the House to
join me in supporting the Equality for All reso-
lution.

————————

CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF BOWIE STATE UNI-
VERSITY

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to mark an
important milestone in the history of my home

state of Maryland. On April 15, 2015, the fac-
ulty, staff, students, and alumni of Bowie State
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University will celebrate the school’s 150th an-
niversary at its annual Founders Day.

In the final months of the Civil War, the Bal-
timore Normal School began serving emanci-
pated African-Americans by offering training
for teachers. In 1910, it outgrew its facilities
and moved to a 187-acre lot in Bowie, Mary-
land, and in 1914 it became the Maryland Nor-
mal and Industrial School at Bowie. Over the
course of the twentieth century, the institution
evolved into a four-year degree-granting col-
lege and eventually became a liberal arts col-
lege whose mission extended well beyond
training educators. Renamed Bowie State Col-
lege in 1963, it provided access to higher edu-
cation for African American students, many of
whom were barred from other institutions as a
result of segregation.

In 1988, in recognition of the school’s impor-
tant role in higher education for Marylanders
and its expansion into graduate studies, it was
elevated to University status and welcomed
into the University System of Maryland. Since
then, Bowie State University has been one of
Maryland’s top institutions of higher education
and has continued to rank as one of our na-
tion’s leading historically black colleges and
universities, preparing not only some of the
brightest young minds in Maryland but also
training a new generation of leaders for our
nation’s African American community.

Mr. Speaker, | have been proud to rep-
resent Bowie State University in Congress and
to help secure federal grants that help the
school expand its cutting-edge programs, in-
cluding in the high-demand areas of science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics—or
“STEM” education. In recent years, Bowie
State University has become a national leader
in what many are calling “STEAM” education,
which brings traditional “STEM” fields together
with art and design in order to prepare stu-
dents for careers in digital technologies. At the
same time, Bowie State University has be-
come a national center for training in cyberse-
curity, drawing on its proximity to Ft. Meade
and defense institutions in the Greater Wash-
ington area. It continues to build on a
groundbreaking $27 million award from NASA
and the National Science Foundation in 1995
that recognized Bowie State University as a
national Model Institution for Excellence in
STEM education.

Last year, | joined President Obama in
Prince George’s County, Maryland, to highlight
a $7 million Youth Career Connect grant that
was made possible through an innovative part-
nership between the County’s public schools,
Lockheed Martin, and Bowie State University’s
Maryland Center to grow the pipeline of stu-
dents pursuing college degrees and STEM-re-
lated careers. The University is playing a
major role in growing Maryland’s high-skill
workforce for the twenty-first century, and | am
excited for what the future holds.

| hope my colleagues will join me in cele-
brating Bowie State University’s proud history
as it marks its sesquicentennial. | look forward
to continuing to work closely with President
Mickey Burnim and the Administration to en-
sure that Bowie State University can continue
to carry out its mission of providing high-qual-
ity higher education and research that sup-
ports learning and careers in Maryland and
across the United States.
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HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the constituents of the Fifth Congres-
sional District of Florida, | am pleased and
honored to join the chorus of family, friends,
loved ones and many well-wishers who join in
praise and give thanks to Lee P. Evans, Sr.,
for his endearing legacy of love, kindness and
generosity. Our lives have been made all the
better and richer because of this kind spirit.
We are forever grateful to our Heavenly Fa-
ther for having put him in our midst on April
15, 1925, and for filling him with grace, com-
passion and love.

These 90 years are marked by many mile-
stones in his life, none more representative of
the breadth and depth of his character than
that of his humanity. We celebrate the rich-
ness of his life. We honor his strength of faith
and his unwavering belief in the goodness of
all. We come now to honor the man, for in
him, and through him, the love of God flows,
and warms us in his rich embrace. On this
day, we say Happy Birthday Lee P. Evans,
Sr., we love you, and may God continue to
shower his blessings upon you and all that
you love.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 36TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT

HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 36th anniversary of the Tai-
wan Relations Act (TRA). The U.S.-Taiwan bi-
lateral relationship has expanded and grown
stronger since the TRA was signed into law in
1979. | recently returned from Taiwan where |
experienced firsthand our shared values and
close economic ties. Last year, Taiwan was
the United States’ 10th largest trading partner.
My home state of Indiana has also benefited
from these commercial partnerships and was
the first state to establish a trade office in Tai-
wan. On April 9th, President Ma Ying-jeou
shared his insight on our bilateral relations in
his remarks at the AmCham’s annual Hsieh
Nien Fan gala which | have included below.
Like President Ma, | look forward to continuing
to promote policies that reaffirm our mutual
commitment to democratic and economic de-
velopment.

“I am very pleased to be here today for
AmCham’s annual Hsieh Nien Fan. This is a
special occasion for me, because it marks the
13th time that I have been invited to attend.
But there’s also another reason why today is
a very special day. It’s because tomorrow is
April the 10th, and that marks the 36th anni-
versary of the date the Taiwan Relations Act
(TRA) took effect.

“At the moment, U.S.-Taiwan relations
are indeed the best they have been in the 36
years since the TRA became effective. Ev-
eryone in Taiwan, military and civilians,
was shocked back on December 16, 1978 when
President Carter announced on TV that the
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U.S. was breaking diplomatic relations with
the Republic of China. But three months
later, the U.S. Congress made significant
amendments to the Carter administration’s
Taiwan Enabling Act. Congress not only
changed the content of the Act, but also
changed its name to the Taiwan Relations
Act.

‘“‘As you all know, based on existing inter-
national law, an unrecognized country loses
its status as a legal entity in the United
States. It therefore cannot engage in any
legal proceedings due to the lack of a judi-
cial personality. But the TRA not only sees
Taiwan as a foreign government for purposes
of U.S. law, but also allows Taiwan to ini-
tiate and respond to judicial litigation. The
TRA also allows the U.S. government to pro-
vide Taiwan with defensive weaponry. And
the property rights attached to our embassy
and Twin Oaks estate in Washington, DC
also remained unaffected by the break in
diplomatic relations or de-recognition.

“Since I took office nearly seven years
ago, mutual trust between Taiwan and the
United States at the highest levels of gov-
ernment has been restored. Taiwan military
procurement from the U.S. has also exceeded
U.S.$ 18.3 billion, the highest it has been in
any period over the past 20 years, and twice
what it was during my predecessor’s term of
office. And in March of 2013, our countries re-
sumed negotiations under the 1994 Trade and
Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA)
as we prepare to take a step-by-step ‘‘build-
ing block” approach in promoting further
trade liberalization.

“Last year, Taiwan and the U.S. forged
even closer cooperation in several areas. U.S.
Secretary of Commerce statistics show that
last year, Taiwan-U.S. trade in goods
reached U.S.$ 67.4 billion. That allowed Tai-
wan to surpass India and Saudi Arabia to be-
come the United States’ 10th largest trading
partner. At the same time, the U.S. once
again surpassed Japan to become Taiwan’s
second largest trading partner. Last month,
Taiwan companies also flocked to the U.S.
government’s SelectUSA 2015 Investment
Summit, and overall, the Taiwan contingent
was the second largest group in attendance.

“In addition to our interaction in the eco-
nomic and trade arenas, official contacts be-
tween Taiwan and the U.S. have also contin-
ued. In December of last year, President
Obama signed the Naval Vessel Transfer Act
of 2014, agreeing to sell the ROC four Perry-
class frigates. High-level U.S. officials also
visited here, most notably U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency Administrator
Gina McCarthy, who came to Taiwan in
April last year. She was the first U.S. Cabi-
net-level official to visit us in 14 years.

“This year, in February, U.S. Assistant
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs Daniel Russel stated that over the
past few years, developments in Taiwan-U.S.
relations have been productive. He also said
that those developments were closely related
to the improvement in cross-strait relations.
He also expressed that the U.S. hopes to see
the continued positive development of cross-
strait relations.

‘“So ever since the Cold War began, this
was the first time that the United States did
not have to choose sides when handling
cross-strait relations. Nor did mainland
China or Taiwan have to face that kind of
predicament. This highlights our efforts in
the realm of cross-strait relations over the
past few years, as both ROC-U.S. and cross-
strait relations have become more harmo-
nious. As this kind of interaction has trans-
formed Taiwan’s cross-strait and inter-
national relations, the vicious cycle of the
past is gone, and we’re moving ahead under
the virtuous cycle of today.

“In truth, the Republic of China and the
U.S. have a long and storied relationship.
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Now, I would like to tell you two stories to
illustrate our friendship.

“The first story I want to tell occurred at
the very beginning of the 20th century. In
1901, one year after the so-called Boxer Re-
bellion, the Qing Empire and the United
States signed the Boxer Protocol, which paid
U.S.$ 24.4 million to the U.S.—known as the
Boxer Indemnity. In his State of the Union
Address in 1907, President Theodore Roo-
sevelt stated that part of the Boxer Indem-
nity should be returned to China. In 1924, an
executive order by U.S. President Coolidge
returned the other portions of the Boxer In-
demnity. So by that time, the U.S. had re-
turned about 95% of the Indemnity to the
Republic of China, making a tremendous
contribution to cultivating human talent.
The Boxer Indemnity Scholarship Program
provided funds that helped many people who
became the pillars of the Republic of China.
And what the U.S. did also had an effect in
Europe, where Holland used Boxer Indemnity
funds to set up a China Research Program at
Leiden University. That made Leiden Uni-
versity a strategic center for research on
China, and fostered several generations of
talented individuals. That soon became the
norm, and the United Kingdom, France, Rus-
sia, and Japan all followed suit.

“The second story took place 75 years ago.
This year is the 70th anniversary of the end
of World War II, and the Republic of China’s
victory in the War of Resistance against
Japan. During the course of World War II,
the U.S. government and citizens not only
gave the Republic of China substantive as-
sistance, but also proved to be staunch
friends. That hard-fought War of Resistance
between the Republic of China and Japanese
forces lasted for eight long years. For the
first four years, our soldiers fought virtually
alone, without any assistance from outside
sources. During that period, however, the
U.S. provided indirect assistance. And the
most inspiring example of that assistance
came from the American Volunteer Group—
the AVG—which was later absorbed by the
Fourteenth Army Air Force in China. That
unit became known far and wide by their
nickname: The Flying Tigers. They came to
represent Chinese-American cooperation.
When the Flying Tigers had been in China
for less than a year, they had already downed
at least 200 Japanese war planes. That al-
lowed the Chinese Air Force, which was on
its last legs, to slowly recover its fighting
capabilities. So in November of 1943, at the
Battle of Changde in Hunan Province, the
U.S. Fourteenth Army Air Force in China
joined forces with our own air force to form
the Chinese-American Composite Wing.
Working together, they brought down 25 Jap-
anese planes, with another 14 planes listed as
possibly shot down, and 19 additional Japa-
nese planes damaged. The Japanese Air
Force didn’t dare return to challenge them
again. And just when the forces defending
Changde were in dire straits, the composite
air forces air-dropped ammunition, rice, and
pork for those ground troops. They also dis-
patched operatives to the battlefields who
filed hourly intelligence reports to General
Claire Lee Chennault. That allowed the Gen-
eral to direct the Flying Tigers to attack
Japanese forces that mounted offensives, and
also leverage victories by bombing defeated
Japanese troops even as they retreated.

““So this year, we will be commemorating
the 70th anniversary of victory in the War of
Resistance Against Japan with various ac-
tivities. We have decided to invite General
Chennault’s granddaughter, and descendants
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