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Mexican physician assigned to the Office of
the U.S. Surgeon General at the Pentagon, a
position that allowed him to work directly with
the White House physician. Following his pro-
motion to the rank of colonel, Medical Corps,
Dr. Garcia served as dean of the U.S. Army
School of Aviation at Fort Rucker in Alabama.
Dr. Garcia has been the first and only His-
panic to occupy this post. Additionally, Dr.
Garcia served as chief training supervisor for
the VA hospital in Houston, Texas, certified
NASA flight surgeon supporting Space Shuttle
landings at two primary landing sites, and as
a medical consultant to the Texas Department
of Corrections for inmates on death row. Dr.
Garcia was also integral to the U.S. Army’s
adoption of research and clinical hyperbaric
medicine.

After 20 years of distinguished service, Dr.
Garcia transferred to Reserve duty in 1989. In
1990 he married Yolanda Davila and settled in
Laredo where he continued to practice medi-
cine and be an active member of the commu-
nity until his passing. Dr. Garcia served as
medical director of Charter Hospital of Laredo,
CEO and medical director of St. Joseph’s Psy-
chiatric Day Treatment Center and Laredo
Drug Detection Services, medical director of
Casa Amistad/San Antonio State Hospital,
senior psychiatrist of Border Region MHMR,
and clinical assistant professor at the Univer-
sity of Texas Health Science Center at San
Antonio. This beloved family man and talented
doctor will be dearly missed and forever re-
membered for his faith, altruism, optimism, pa-
triotism, and wisdom.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to honor the
legacy of Colonel (Retired) Jose Gerardo Gar-
cia, M.D. His exemplary service to this country
and the people of Laredo will not be forgotten.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF THOSE WHO
MADE THE APPOMATTOX SES-
QUICENTENNIAL A SUCCESS

HON. ROBERT HURT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. HURT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of myself and Representative BoB GOOD-
LATTE, | submit these remarks to recognize
and thank those who worked tirelessly to
make the week-long Appomattox Sesqui-
centennial commemoration such a major suc-
cess.

After years of preparation, the National Park
Service, with the support of Appomattox Coun-
ty leaders and hundreds of Central Virginia
volunteers, did an outstanding job hosting the
thousands of Americans who came to com-
memorate the Civil War Sesquicentennial this
past week at Appomattox Court House Na-
tional Historical Park. It was estimated that ap-
proximately 3,600 re-enactors took part and
25,000 individuals came to Appomattox Court
House National Park throughout the week to
commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the
meeting of Generals Lee and Grant which put
an end to the Civil War and the nearly ninety
events that preceded it. The hard work, effort,
and organization executed by Appomattox
County local businesses, vendors, and volun-
teers was observed by all and made for an es-
pecially memorable event of this momentous
turning point in our nation’s history.
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| was pleased to be able to attend the mov-
ing and dignified opening ceremony and was
impressed at the manner in which the National
Park Service went above and beyond to en-
sure that the American people had the oppor-
tunity to pay tribute to those who re-united our
country 150 years ago. Please join me in
thanking all those who worked tirelessly to
make this remembrance possible.

RECOGNIZING AIR ZOO
HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the nationally renowned Air Zoo in
Kalamazoo, Michigan, which is hosting the
2015 Science Innovation Hall of Fame Awards
on April 18, 2015.

It is only fitting that the Air Zoo is the setting
for this gala event to recognize the trans-
formative work of top Southwest Michigan stu-
dents and teachers in the fields of science,
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics
as well as residents who have advanced the
area of aviation. The Air Zoo was founded in
1977 as the Kalamazoo Aviation History Mu-
seum by Suzanne and Pete Parish, who want-
ed to share their enthusiasm for World War Il
airplanes and artifacts. Scientific affiliations
grew to include the Smithsonian Institution and
the Michigan Space Science Center, which al-
lows visitors to experience some of the chal-
lenges astronauts face during their training.
Full-motion flight simulators, 3-D and 4-D the-
aters, and interactive exhibits—including one
about women in aviation and space—provided
adventure little seen in regular museums.

Education is tucked inside a fun setting as
evidenced by the Air Zoo being named as the
“Best Place to Spend a Day with Your Family”
and “Best Place to Take out-of-Towners” for
the past three years by the more than 130,000
visitors it has touching down at its doors each
year.

Mr. Speaker, many have wondered how the
facility got its name. As the collection of air-
planes grew, so did the number of animal
names: Wildcat, Hellcat, Bearcat and Flying
Tiger. Obviously, these flying critters can only
be contained in an Air Zoo.

Recently the Air Zoo was recognized as one
of the jewels in the crown of the state by re-
ceiving a grant from the Michigan Council for
Arts and Cultural Affairs to keep this state-of-
the-art air and space museum on its mission
of preserving the legacy of flight. | am proud
to recognize the many accomplishments of the
Air Zoo by the people who work there and
wish them much success in the future.

———

HONORING ROBERT HILL YOUTH
FOUNDATION, INC.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Robert Hill Youth
Foundation, Inc., Charleston, MS inside of
Tallahatchie County, MS.
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The Robert Hill Youth Foundation, Inc.
began in the early 1980’s by Mr. Robert Hill.
It was initially conceived with the idea of sim-
ply being a sports organization for youth fo-
cusing on baseball. The organization eventu-
ally ceased being active after the death of Mr.
Hill in 1991.

In the year 2000, Mr. Cedric Terry revived
the organization because the youth in the
community didn’t have many options for con-
structive activities and adult mentoring. He
took on the task of recruiting children and par-
ent’s involvement. Mr. Terry was successful by
getting 9 boys excited about playing baseball
for the summer and competing. Their team
would travel and they would be role models
for other youth. Everyone had to pledge to
abide by the rules, get good grades in school,
and participate in an award ceremony at the
end of the season.

Mr. Terry’s vision was just what the youth in
the community needed to take the Robert Hill
Youth Foundation to the next level. It was just
what Mr. Hill always wanted the organization
to be. The organization grew and became a
huge success serving over 10,000 boys and
girls. The effort was so well received that it at-
tracted youth not just inside Charleston, but
they came from miles outside the area. It now
has extended its activities to include edu-
cation, recreation and arts for youth in the
area.

Through their education program they offer:
Abstinence Education, After School Tutoring,
and Fatherhood Preparation. Their recreation
program offers: basketball, football, baseball
and track. The arts program includes: praise
dancing, dancing and acting classes. Since
2000 through 2015 the organization has been
responsible for helping over 500 boys and
girls in the area attend and receive a college
education.

Their accolades are just as impressive. In
fact, there are too many to name them all. A
few of them include constructing the first park
in Charleston in order to be home based for
the youth. All they had to do was walk to the
park and “Play ball!” Thanks to the Robert Hill
Youth Foundation their work has reached all
comers of youth life. In 2011 the Charleston
High School Tigers Football Team won its 1st
State Football Championship. Almost ninety
percent of the players came from the Robert
Hill Youth Foundation. In 2012 the Charleston
High School Lady Tigers Basketball Team was
the runner up in the Girls Basketball State
Tournament. And over ninety-five percent of
the girls played for the Robert Hill Youth Foun-
dation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today, in recognizing the Robert Hill Youth
Foundation, an asset to Tallahatchie County in
the Second Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi.

——
RECOGNIZING PETER AND

MAUREEN JANELLE FOR CON-

TRIBUTIONS TO PROVIDING MEN-

TAL HEALTH CARE AND SERV-

ICES

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, for the last 35
years both Peter & Maureen Janelle have
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been staunch advocates and compassionate
caregivers to the citizens of the Granite State
living with mental illness. Working as coun-
selors with The Mental Health Center of
Greater Manchester, they have provided care
to many individuals struggling with a variety of
afflictions. After 20 years with the center Peter
Janelle took the helm as President and CEO,
helping to launch a number of programs fo-
cused on not only treatment, but vocational
services, supportive living techniques, and ill-
ness management. These programs aim to
promote wellness and independence for the
center’s patients, to empower them to manage
their mental illness and be productive, contrib-
uting members of the community.

Peter has also worked tirelessly with other
providers and organizations from across New
Hampshire to offer care to those most in need
and support the community of mental health
professionals in the state. Whether working
with patients and staff at NH Hospital, local
law enforcement or with local schools he has
helped to expand and develop the reach of
the services offered by the center to give care
to people of all ages from children to seniors,
and addressing the need for treatment and
care for small behavioral problems and mild
depression, to treatment for Alzheimer’s, psy-
chosis and schizophrenia. The result of these
efforts has enabled the center to provide care
to almost 11,000 patients a year.

The work that both Peter and Maureen have
done in the field of mental illness is not an
easy job, and the success and accomplish-
ments they have been able to achieve in their
service to The Mental Health Center of Great-
er Manchester is truly remarkable. | applaud
and thank them for devoting their life’s work to
this worthy and much needed field, and for all
they have contributed to New Hampshire and
especially the City of Manchester.

———

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

HON. LOIS FRANKEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, this
morning, Israelis—whether sitting at their
desks, playing on the beach, or driving on a
busy highway—came to a complete standstill
as sirens rang out across the small country to
commemorate the horrors of the Holocaust
and the six million Jews systematically mur-
dered by the Nazi regime.

| join the global Jewish community in re-
membering those we lost and honoring those
who survived to carry on the proud traditions
of the Jewish people. On this Yom Hashoa,
Holocaust Remembrance Day, let us all re-
commit ourselves to preserving the memory of
the past while working to build a better future.
As the number of Holocaust survivors con-
tinues to diminish it becomes increasingly in-
cumbent upon future generations to never for-
get.
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THE GOLDMAN ACT TO RETURN
ABDUCTED AMERICAN CHIL-
DREN: REVIEWING OBAMA AD-
MINISTRATION IMPLEMENTA-
TION

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 16, 2015

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, last
month | held a hearing to continue and in-
crease attention on international parental child
abduction, whose victims include primarily chil-
dren denied the love and attention of one of
their parents, and parents cut off from the chil-
dren they love.

Every year, approximately 1,000 American
children are unlawfully removed from their
homes by one of their parents and taken
across international borders. Less than half of
these children ever come home.

Most of the left-behind parents in the audi-
ence at last month’s hearing have not seen
their children in years and know all too well
the financial, legal, cultural, and linguistic ob-
stacles to bringing their children home from a
foreign country. Many of them had already
been through U.S. judicial proceedings prior to
the abduction, and the courts had settled cus-
tody and visitation, only to have a kidnapping
spouse defy a court order. Other parents were
caught completely by surprise when a
spouse’s vacation turned into an abduction, a
phone call in the middle of the night telling
them that would never again see their child.

Their suffering is exponentially compounded
by knowledge of the pain caused to their child
by the separation. Child abduction is child
abuse. Parentally-abducted children are at risk
of serious emotional and psychological prob-
lems, and may experience anxiety, eating
problems, nightmares, mood swings, sleep
disturbances, aggressive behavior, resent-
ment, guilt, and fearfulness.

These young victims, like their left-behind
parents, are American citizens who need the
help of their government when normal legal
processes are unavailable or have failed.

In 1983, the United States ratified the
Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of
International Child Abduction to try to address
abduction and access. This convention cre-
ates a civil framework for the quick return of
abducted children and for rights of access for
left-behind parents. Absent extenuating cir-
cumstances, the child, or children, are to be
returned within 6 weeks to his or her country
of habitual residence for the courts there to
decide on custody, or to enforce any previous
custody determinations.

The Convention has helped return some
children but implementation has been unpre-
dictable and spotty at best. Susceptible to
abuse by taking parents or judges who either
don’t understand their obligations under the
Convention or are unwilling to abide by them,
the Convention has too often been stretched
to provide cover for the abduction, rather than
recovery of the child.

Some Hague Convention parties are simply
not enforcing legitimate return orders. The
State Department’'s 2014 Hague Convention
Compliance Report highlights four countries—
Brazil, Mexico, Romania, and Ukraine—that
habitually fail to enforce return orders. Other
countries—Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras,
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and the Bahamas—are non-compliant with the
Convention.

In other words, abducted American children
are not coming home from these countries
and so many other countries where the Con-
vention operates weakly, or with which the
U.S. has no bilateral agreement of any kind.

To give one more example, Jeffery More-
house a left behind parent testified that “there
have been 400 cases of U.S. children kid-
naped to Japan since 1994.” We do not know
of a single case, however, in which the Gov-
ernment of Japan has issued and enforced an
order for the return of an abducted child to the
United States.

And, | must emphasize, that since they have
signed the Hague, Japan’s efforts have been
breathtakingly unresponsive especially for ab-
ductions that occurred prior to their ratification
of the Hague Convention.

Mr. Morehouse testified that, “one year ago
next week, at the very moment Japan ac-
ceded to the Hague Abduction Convention,
parents joined us to hand-deliver 30 Article 21
Access applications (I joined those parents at
the Japanese Embassy) . . . none of the BAC
Home parents have received access to their
kidnapped children. Japan’s implementation of
the Hague Abduction Convention is an abys-
mal failure. Sanctions under the Goldman Act
will provide some of the necessary public
pressures on Japan to create change to this
ongoing human and family rights crisis.”

The status quo is simply unacceptable.

Over the last 5 years, many of those at the
hearing helped me write and pass through the
Congress the Sean and David Goldman Child
Abduction Prevention and Return Act. Last
month’s hearing occurs more than seven
months after the Goldman Act became law
and gave us an opportunity to hear from the
State Department and parents whether the
bill's key provisions are being implemented ac-
cording to the law.

A brief refresher on Sean and David: David
Goldman spent over 5 agonizing years trying
to legally rescue his son, Sean, from an ab-
duction to Brazil, which is a signatory nation,
like the United States, to the Hague Abduction
Convention.

Despite Mr. Goldman’s airtight case that
demonstrated an egregious example of both
child abduction and wrongful retention, the
Hague treaty was unavailing, and the out-
comes in the Brazilian courts largely proved
infuriating, infirm, and ineffective.

David Goldman waged his case by the book
and won judgments in the New Jersey courts.
Yet both Sean and David were made to suffer
emotional pain for over half a decade as one
delaying ploy after another was employed by
the abducting party. In the end, because of
the father’s abiding love for his son and an in-
domitable will, the Goldmans today are united
and happy.

To underscore: the Goldman Act was not in-
tended to simply reform the system, but to
bring about a fundamental sea change in U.S.
diplomacy so that State Department officials
would see themselves as advocates for the re-
turn of abducted American children.

Now under the Goldman Act, when a coun-
try fails to appropriately address an abduction
case pending more than 12 months, the law
requires the Secretary of State to take action.
When a country has more than 30% of its
U.S. cases pending for more than a year, the
law requires the Secretary of State to des-
ignate the country as “Non-Compliant” in an
annual report, and take action.
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