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admirably served our nation in Munich, Ger-
many. During this time, he traveled extensively 
in Europe and began what was soon-to-be 
many decades of adventure. 

Soon after, he married the love of his life, 
Margarite ‘‘Scotty’’ Brockman. Although Chuck 
and Scotty never had any children of their 
own, they were known for their generosity and 
willingness to ‘‘adopt’’ individuals they 
mentored throughout their lives. This epito-
mizes the man that Chuck Brockman was—he 
was always willing to take care of others as if 
they were his own family. 

Chuck worked in the composing room at the 
Macomb Daily newspaper for 34 years before 
he semi-retired in 1999. At that time, he 
launched a boating column to share his pas-
sion for sailing and the sea with others. An 
avid recreational boater, he would write about 
places to go and the stories behind them. In-
stead of retiring and quietly enjoying the twi-
light of his life, in his usual adventurous style, 
Chuck chose to continue sharing his fearless 
experiences on the beautiful waters of the 
Great Lakes for all to learn more. 

Chuck continued his advocacy about the 
natural wonders of the Lakes and its maritime 
heritage when he founded and ran the Save 
Our South Channel Lights, an organization de-
voted to restoring historically important light-
houses in Lake St. Clair and the St. Clair 
River. These South Channel lighthouses, also 
known as the Twin Sisters, were built before 
Abraham Lincoln was President of the United 
States and were used for many years by mari-
ners sailing across Lake St. Clair and entering 
the South Channel up to the St. Clair River. 
Unfortunately, they fell into disrepair and were 
neglected, and many thought they would sim-
ply fall into the lake and be forgotten. That is, 
until Chuck Brockman made it his mission to 
save them. He was a passionate spokes-
person for this project that raised funds for 
equipment and worked to maintain structures 
of lighthouses that were falling into the lake. 
Because of his tireless efforts, Chuck’s organi-
zation raised about $900,000 and now has 
lighthouses listed on the National Registry of 
Historic Places. Chuck was able to recruit and 
inspire so many dedicated individuals into this 
project. Because of this, even though he has 
sailed on, this work will continue; this is a true 
legacy. 

I first met Chuck when I was a Harrison 
Township Supervisor in the 1980s. We in-
stantly formed a bond because of our common 
love for boating. Later when I became Sec-
retary of State, I relied on Chuck’s sage ad-
vice for many projects impacting southeast 
Michigan, particularly the lighthouses. As Sec-
retary of State for Michigan, I established a li-
cense plate fundraising program that finan-
cially supported the preservation of all 124 of 
Michigan’s lighthouses. Like Chuck, I also ap-
preciate the austere beauty of lighthouses and 
the important role they play for all sailors. 
Chuck and I worked closely during my time as 
Secretary of State and then when I entered 
Congress to preserve these structures. I was 
amazed and inspired by his enthusiasm, zeal, 
and quiet strength in accomplishing what 
many thought was an insurmountable feat. I 
considered him an advisor on these issues 
and a loyal friend. 

On March 1, 2015, Chuck passed away 
peacefully in his home on Harsens Island. I 
know that I am not alone in saying that I will 
miss his positive outlook on life and stories of 
his adventures—both on and off the water. 

Mark Twain once said: 
Twenty years from now you will be more 

disappointed by the things that you didn’t do 
than by the ones you did do. So throw off the 
bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. 
Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. 
Dream. Discover. 

Chuck’s life was the embodiment of this 
saying. In the 80 years that he spent on Earth, 
he explored, sailed, loved, taught, mentored, 
learned, gave, and most importantly, lived. 

Chuck has left a sizeable legacy for the 
people of Michigan. It is people like him that 
forever leave an imprint in our minds and on 
our hearts. 

Fair winds and following seas, Chuck. 
f 

HONORING AN INSPIRING HERO IN 
NEVADA’S STATE ASSEMBLY: 
HARVEY MUNFORD 

HON. CRESENT HARDY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor a great legend in the Nevada State As-
sembly today. Elected in 2004, Assemblyman 
Harvey Munford (D–Las Vegas), broke bound-
aries with a storied career in Nevada. Stand-
ing 6 feet, 8 inches, Harvey was destined to 
be on the basketball court. While being the 
first black man to attend and graduate from 
Montana State University at Billings, he laced 
up his shoes and hit the hardwood quickly be-
coming an All-American in the sport. After a 
record setting career in college, Harvey was 
drafted by the Los Angeles Lakers only to be 
sidelined permanently from the game with a 
knee injury. Turning to the classroom, Harvey 
settled in and became a towering presence in 
lives of students for over 36 years teaching at 
both the high school and community college 
level. After retiring from teaching, he turned 
his attention to the Statehouse and decided to 
become an opposing figure in the Assembly. 
Bringing his non-stop work ethic to debates, I 
quickly respected and enjoyed being around 
Harvey. That is why Mr. Speaker, I want to 
recognize Harvey Munford today for a storied 
career in public service representing Nevada 
residents. 
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Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Prakul Suresh attends Elkins High School in 
Missouri City, Texas. The essay topic is: in 

your opinion, what role should government 
play in our lives? 

A government is an establishment created 
by citizens in order to protect and provide 
for the people of the country. Personally, I 
believe the role of a government is to do 
what is best for its citizens in a just manner. 
The government ought to try to protect its 
subjects and uphold societal welfare in the 
best way possible, whether it is through ac-
tion or inaction. 

A primary goal of the government is to en-
sure the country is safe from foreign at-
tacks. For example, after the September 11th 
terrorist attacks, America responded with 
force and began operations against Al-Qaeda 
and Osama Bin Laden in order to protect our 
homeland. The American government has an 
obligation to keep its citizens safe against 
war as well There are many ways in which a 
government can approach this. One method 
is to fight against enemies to keep America 
safe. Another method is to try to keep peace 
without compromising our interests and 
principles in order to ensure Americans do 
not have to unnecessarily fight. The task of 
protecting our nation is extremely difficult, 
considering the plethora of threats that na-
tions such as the United States get. How-
ever, it is vital that America protects the 
safety of the nation. 

Another duty is to ensure all Americans 
have the opportunity to succeed. One mecha-
nism through which the government can do 
this is by making public education afford-
able and within reach to the common man. 
By promoting a properly functioning public 
education system, the government guaran-
tees that anyone, regardless of gender, race 
or any other factor, has an opportunity to 
succeed. The government should also have an 
environment that encourages innovation, 
success and hard work, not an entitlement 
society. The government is obligated to give 
everybody equal opportunities at success, 
which is a foundation for a prosperous soci-
ety. 

Finally, I believe the government ought to 
try to create a stable, powerful economy. 
Businesses employ people, provide a sense of 
purpose to the people, pay taxes to fund the 
nation, and promote what makes America 
great: hard work, innovation and a powerful 
economy. By creating stable policies and 
providing incentives to draw investors and 
businesses, as well as supporting existing 
businesses, America can grow its dynamic 
economy. Policies such as low tax rates and 
simplified laws can help incentivize invest-
ing in the United States. It would be in the 
public’s best interest to have a powerful 
economy, which leads to a powerful nation. 

As Ronald Reagan once said, ‘‘govern-
ment’s first duty is to protect the people, 
not run their lives.’’ The government should 
ensure that society is protected, whether it 
be protecting against foreign threats, pro-
tecting the opportunity to succeed, or pro-
tecting the economy. Through protection, 
the government can take the best actions 
and inactions regarding numerous issues. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JASON WILLIS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize Jason 
Willis for being named a 2015 Forty Under 40 
honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 
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Since 2000, Business Record has under-

taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on the combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 560 business 
leaders and growing. 

Jason has the determination and drive to be 
successful in all of his pursuits, which is high-
lighted by his exemplary work at the Willis 
Auto Campus. As general manager, Jason’s 
work-ethic and drive allow him to continue his 
family’s tradition of service and dedication to 
the Des Moines area. Jason spends his free 
time supporting causes he believes in, raising 
critical funds. Joshua’s outstanding work ethic 
and dedication to service, both professionally 
and personally, makes our state proud. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Jason in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents 
to better both his community and the great 
state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues in the 
House to join me in congratulating Jason on 
receiving this esteemed designation, thanking 
those at Business Record for their great work, 
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty 
Under 40 class a long and successful career. 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ELE-
MENTARY AND SECONDARY EDU-
CATION ACT OF 1965 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today on the 50th Anniversary 
of the landmark legislation: The Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965. When 
this bill was signed into law 50 years ago, 
President Johnson understood that ‘‘full edu-
cational opportunity’’ should be our nation’s 
primary goal. This momentous legislation af-
firmed that every child has an equal right to a 
quality education regardless of zip code. 

Our public education system has come a 
long way since 1965, and though we have 
made great strides in closing achievement 
gaps and increasing the graduation rate, the 
law is not perfect. There is still much, much 
work to be done. As Congress looks to rewrite 
this law, we must remember the core tenants 
of Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 
We must seek to ensure that our public edu-
cation system offers equal opportunity for all, 
and that the needs of our nation’s most vul-
nerable children are being met. 

Education is our nation’s great equalizer. 
For 50 years, the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act has been our nation’s driving 
force for educational equity. Education is crit-
ical to lift children out of poverty and afford op-
portunities that once seemed unachievable. 
We should expand support for elementary and 
secondary education—not limit it—so that all 
Americans can receive the education they de-
serve. 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. JESS T. 
HAY 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today with great pleasure 
to recognize Mr. Jess T. Hay of Dallas, Texas. 
During his lengthy career in corporate Amer-
ica, Mr. Hay served as director and presiding 
director of Viad Corp, chairman and CEO of 
Lomas Financial group and Lomas and 
Nettleton Financial Corporation. He has also 
served on the board of directors for compa-
nies such as Exxon Mobile and the Grey-
hound Corporation. 

Born in Forney, Texas in 1931, Jess Hay is 
a lifelong resident of Texas. He completed his 
studies at Southern Methodist University in 
Dallas, Texas, earning his Bachelor’s degree 
in Business Administration in 1953 and his 
Juris Doctorate in 1955. Mr. Hay’s passion for 
education and research led to his appointment 
to the University of Texas Systems Board of 
Regents by former Texas Governor, Dolph 
Briscoe in 1977. Following his initial appoint-
ment, he served as Chairman of the Board 
from 1985–1987. Mr. Hay believed that high 
quality basic research produces good applied 
research, which, in turn, would produce more 
jobs and more revenue to sustain American 
prosperity. 

Jess Hay is truly a phenomenal leader. A 
man fueled by dedication and committed to 
public service, Mr. Hay’s leadership and his 
commitment to impacting the political land-
scape. He had a tremendous impact on Dallas 
politics. He paved the way for Dallas leaders, 
myself included, to effectively work for change 
in communities across the Dallas Metroplex. 

Jess Hay was not just committed to busi-
ness and politics. He was a dedicated family 
man. He and his wife, Betty Jo, are the loving 
parents of two daughters, Debby and Patricia. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand today to honor Mr. 
Jess Hay and to thank him for his work in 
service to the people of Dallas and the great 
state of Texas. 
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HONORING THE MINORITY LEADER 
IN THE NEVADA STATE ASSEM-
BLY: MARILYN KIRKPATRICK 

HON. CRESENT HARDY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate and honor the current Minority 
Leader in the Nevada State Assembly, Marilyn 
Kirkpatrick (D–North Las Vegas) for her serv-
ice to the citizens of the Battle Born State. I 
consider Marilyn both a colleague and a 
friend. She has served nobly since first being 
elected in November of 2004. Through a tena-
cious work ethic and a strong ability to get 
things done, Marilyn rose to a leadership posi-
tion and was elected by her colleagues as 
Speaker of the Nevada State Assembly from 
2013–2014 in a chamber that was often filled 
with heated debates and battles. Marilyn and 
I frequently had inspiring discussions, and at 
the end of the day, I respect her prowess for 

policy and I stand here today recognizing her 
for her many accomplishments. While juggling 
various Assembly commitments, Marilyn con-
tinued to serve as a mentor and a leader to 
her Girl Scouts of America. I seriously don’t 
know how she could multitask on so many im-
portant issues, both inside the Statehouse and 
outside of the Statehouse. It was truly inspir-
ing to observe Marilyn as she guided young 
Members with her wealth of institutional knowl-
edge. Mr. Speaker, I commend Marilyn on her 
service to Nevada and wish her the best of 
luck on her next endeavors. 
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A TRIBUTE TO SARA SCHULER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate and recognize Sara 
Schuler for being named a 2015 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 560 business 
leaders and growing. 

Sara has the determination and drive to be 
successful in anything she does, and her ex-
emplary work with Nationwide Mutual Insur-
ance Co. is a testament to that. As the Human 
Resources Director she utilizes her abilities to 
help people grow and develop. In her free 
time she serves her community through chari-
table organizations such as the Junior League 
of Des Moines, the St. Francis of Assisi Par-
ish, and Hawthorn Hill. In all aspects of her 
life, Sara is an example of the hard work and 
service that makes our state proud. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Sara in the United States 
Congress and it is with great pride that I rec-
ognize and applaud her for utilizing her talents 
to better both her community and the great 
state of Iowa. I invite my colleagues in the 
House to join me in congratulating Sara on re-
ceiving this esteemed designation, thanking 
those at Business Record for their great work, 
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty 
Under 40 class a long and successful career. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA’S BE-
LOVED CHIEF MASTER SER-
GEANT JAMES C. BINNICKER 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 13, 2015 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor the life and legacy of Northwest Flor-
ida’s beloved Chief Master Sergeant James C. 
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