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RECOGNIZING JOB CORPS’ 50-YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in recognition of Job Corps’ 50-year
anniversary. Born in 1965, Job Corps was de-
signed as a collaboration between public
agencies and private sector businesses and
employers to help poor and unemployed
young people gain the credentials and em-
ployment skills to build careers. Fifty years
later, more than 3 million jobless and under-
educated youth, employers and local commu-
nities have benefitted from this successful
model—a comprehensive residential, aca-
demic and career preparation program. Each
year, more than 50,000 at-risk youth obtain
the employment and life skills necessary to
start a career. More than 80 percent of Job
Corps graduates obtain jobs, enroll in higher
education, or enter the military.

Furthermore, Job Corps facilities play an im-
portant role in their local communities. With
125 campuses across America, Job Corps
represents a base of economic activity in
American communities that is particularly im-
portant during challenging economic times.
For example, 228 local jobs are directly or in-
directly supported by the average Job Corps
campus each year, and $1.91 in local eco-
nomic activity is generated by each dollar in-
vested in Job Corps. The Pine Knot Job Corps
in McCreary County, Kentucky and the Carl D.
Perkins Job Corps Center in Floyd County,
Kentucky are two successful Job Corps facili-
ties in my district that have made important
contributions to their communities.

Each year, more than 50,000 high school
dropouts, homeless young adults, young par-
ents, students with learning disabilities, and
youth aging out of the foster care system en-
roll in Job Corps because it provides every-
thing they need to start successful careers
and become financially independent. Job
Corps’ open-entry, open-exit model allows
dedicated academic and vocational profes-
sionals to create self-paced work plans for
youth. Counselors, academic and vocational
instructors, and residential advisors work with
students 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, not
only on career pursuits but also on life skills,
such as financial literacy and responsible citi-
zenship.

| thank Job Corps for its dedication to
changing the lives of America’s at-risk, jobless
and disenfranchised youth. Job Corps remains
a community-changing program that affects
thousands across the United States. Job
Corps continues to evolve and adapt to the
changing needs of our youth, businesses and
economic conditions and | appreciate their
continued dedication.

———

HONORING THE PASSING OF MRS.
BARBARA CROWTHER STUART
EDWARDS

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
recognize the passing of Barbara Crowther
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Stuart Edwards. Mrs. Edwards passed away
peacefully on March 5, 2015, at Westminister
Canterbury in Richmond, Virginia. She is sur-
vived by her four children, Charles Edward
Stuart Ill; Anne Ruth Stuart and Elizabeth Stu-
art Valentine; and The Hon. Richard Henry
Stuart and their grandchildren, as well as her
brother Rudolph Prosser Crowther and several
nieces and nephews. Mrs. Edwards was a lov-
ing mother and grandmother, who enjoyed
spending time with her family. When she
wasn’t with her family Mrs. Edwards was ei-
ther teaching or serving as a devoted member
of Andrew Chapel United Methodist Church.
Mrs. Edwards will be missed by members of
her community, students, and family.

———

MEDICARE ACCESS AND CHIP
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2015

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 26, 2015

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on March 26th,
the House passed H.R. 2, the Medicare Ac-
cess and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015.
H.R. 2 will repeal the flawed Sustainable
Growth Rate (SGR) formula and replace it
with a bipartisan agreement to improve the
Medicare payment system and return stability
to physician payments.

The Balanced Budget Act of 1997 created
SGR in an attempt to control spending in the
Medicare program, and it was adopted for
TRICARE as well. For years, this methodology
has consistently produced unrealistic expendi-
ture targets that trigger untenable reductions
in payment rates to doctors providing services
to Medicare patients.

Congress has repeatedly buried the true
cost of this policy through annual Congres-
sional overrides of these scheduled cuts. Each
of these short-term “doc fixes” has achieved
the important goal of averting an immediate
crisis in access to physicians for Medicare
beneficiaries, but has exacerbated a longer-
term crisis in Medicare financing.

Continued reliance on short-term patches
creates instability in the health care system
and the economy as a whole. Doctors have
been hamstrung by yearly doubt about what
reimbursement rates will be, and patients have
had to pay the eventual price in uneven, sub-
standard quality of care. Enactment of H.R. 2
will bring stability back to our health care sys-
tem.

| voted for H.R. 2 because this legislation
not only repeals the SGR, but also preserves
and extends the Children’s Health Insurance
Program and provides funding for Community
Health Centers through 2017. These programs
are important in ensuring that those who need
it most have access to health care. | remain
concerned that the bill included an unneces-
sary provision restating current law on abor-
tion coverage restrictions. The Hyde Amend-
ment language, which has been included in
annual appropriations bills since 1976, re-
stricts women’s access to health care and dis-
proportionately discriminates against women
of color, immigrants, and young people. Mov-
ing forward, we must work to ensure that
women get access to health care, not continue
policies that limit it.
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Medicare has guaranteed essential health
protections to seniors and certain disabled
persons for nearly four decades. Fixing the
physician Medicare reimbursement system is
important to ensuring continued high quality
care for Americans. | believe Medicare is more
than just a program; it is a covenant that ex-
ists between the government and the Amer-
ican people, and | supported H.R. 2 to keep
that covenant.

———

TRIBUTE TO MS. ERMELLE SMART
CREW WILLIAMS

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation.

Whereas, reaching the age of 88 years is a
remarkable milestone; and

Whereas, Ms. Ermelle Smart Crew Williams
was born on March 23, 1927 and today she is
celebrating that milestone; and

Whereas, Ms. Williams has been blessed
with a long, happy life, devoted to God and
credits it all to the Will of God; she is a mem-
ber of Turner Chapel Baptist Church and a
sister in the local Prince Hall Order of Eastern
Stars; and

Whereas, Ms. Williams is celebrating her
88th Birthday with her family members, church
members and friends here in Georgia, she
celebrates a life of blessings; as a Mother,
Grandmother, Great Grandmother, friend,
community servant and leader; and

Whereas, the Lord has been her Shepherd
throughout her life and she prays daily and is
leading by example a blessed life; an advo-
cate, faithful matriarch and a community lead-
er; and

Whereas, we are honored that she is cele-
brating the milestone of her 88th birthday in
Georgia; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Ms. Ermelle Smart
Crew Williams for an exemplary life which is
an inspiration to all, now therefore, I, HENRY
C. “HANK” JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim
March 23, 2015 as Ms. Ermelle Smart Crew
Williams Day in the 4th Congressional District
of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 23rd day of March, 2015.

COORSTEK
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize and applaud CoorsTek for their
community leadership and economic contribu-
tion to Jefferson County.

CoorsTek develops, manufactures and sells
engineered solutions for a multitude of indus-
trial and commercial applications that incor-
porate advanced materials such as technical
ceramics, engineered components, assemblies
and systems.

CoorsTek origins lie in cookware and pot-
tery when in 1910, Adolph Coors, a board
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member of the original company, assumed
ownership and eventually renamed it Coors
Porcelain Company. During WWI, the US gov-
ernment sought out ceramic companies to as-
sume the manufacture of critical products such
as chemical and scientific lab ware, which had
been supplied by Germany. Coors Porcelain
answered the call and began making critical
components in a variety of ceramic materials.
In 1986, the company name was changed to
Coors Ceramics Company to better reflect its
core competencies in a variety of technical ce-
ramics. In 1992, Coors Ceramics was one of
four subsidiaries spun-off from the brewery
family of companies and became part of ACX
Technologies, a new holding company.

CoorsTek recently purchased a 300,000 sq.
ft. facility in the Coors Technology Center to
expand its manufacturing operations. In 2014,
the company announced the opening of its
new plant in the Coors Technology Center to
produce  premium lightweight ~ ceramic
proppants, sand-sized solid materials used to
keep induced hydraulic fractures open allow-
ing oil and gas to flow.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
CoorsTek for their well-deserved Business
Recognition Award.

———

CONGRATULATING 2015 BLUE STAR
NEIGHBOR AWARD WINNER

HON. KATHERINE M. CLARK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of Mark Johnson
who received the 2015 Blue Star Neighbor
Award from Blue Star Families, Inc.

Mark spent the winter of 2014 clearing the
steps and driveways of service members and
their families while they were deployed. He
demonstrated leadership, kindness, generosity
and a true sense of community through his
willingness to lend a helping hand, going
above and beyond for his neighbor, Chief
Warrant Officer Sean Durkee and the veterans
in the city of Waltham, Massachusetts.

Blue Star Families, Inc. held an essay con-
test about neighbors who helped servicemen
while deployed. Friend Kelly Durkee-Erwin,
and sister of Sean, entered Mark’s story in the
contest. In January of 2015, Kelly was alerted
that Mark’s volunteerism, service and friend-
ship would be rightfully recognized through the
Blue Star Neighbor Award.

First Lady Michelle Obama, Jill Biden’s Join-
ing Forces, The Creative Coalition and Mark
Johnson were recently recognized by Blue
Star Families, Inc. in Washington, DC for their
service, achievements and support of military
families.

Mark is an inspiration to us all. His actions
motivate us to strengthen our communities by
giving back. | thank him for his service to Wal-
tham families and congratulate him for his
achievements.
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TRIBUTE TO GARY PAGLIANO
HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to salute the career of a distinguished servant
of Congress in the field of international energy
and national defense. Gary Pagliano, whom |
am proud to represent, will retire this month
from the Congressional Research Service with
40 years of continual service to his country
and to Congress, having joined CRS in 1974.

Gary graduated from the State University of
New York in 1971 and received a Master’s de-
gree in Public Administration from Cornell Uni-
versity in 1974. He is a proud graduate of the
National War College from which he received
a Master's degree in National Security Strat-
egy in 1997.

As a CRS specialist, first in energy policy
and then in defense policy, Gary wrote about
a variety of issues, including U.S. energy pro-
grams and policies, OPEC and world oil mar-
kets, defense acquisitions, defense contrac-
tors, the defense industrial base, and NATO.
In 1984, Gary became the first CRS Senior
Fellow to spend a year at the Atlantic Council,
a program that then ran for many years. In
1997, he was appointed to manage CRS'’s De-
fense Budget Section, a position he held with
distinction until late last year.

Over the decades, Gary Pagliano has
helped set the standards of excellence for
which CRS is known today. He leaves behind
not only a distinguished public service career
but a legacy of leadership and mentorship to
colleagues, congressional staff, and defense
policy analysts. | ask my colleagues to join me
in expressing our deepest gratitude and ap-
preciation to him for his four decades of serv-
ice to Congress and to our nation.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF LES
WILLIAMS

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 13, 2015

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to remem-
ber an amazing American and an outstanding
patriot. Mr. Les Williams has died at the age
of 95. Mr. Wiliams was one of the heroic
Tuskegee Airmen. He was awarded the Con-
gressional Gold Medal for his service to this
nation. He was also a Stanford undergraduate
and law school graduate, and a distinguished
attorney in my district for many years.

Mr. Williams grew up in San Mateo and was
part of a middle-class African American com-
munity in San Mateo until the Great Depres-
sion financially devastated his family. In order
to earn money for his college education, he
started a business teaching dance. When
America entered World War II, Mr. Williams
volunteered to join the Army Air Corps. Only
after the war did he learn that his original ap-
plication was denied because he was African
American.

The Army drafted Mr. Williams and placed
him into a laborer’s job working on the docks,
a job that ordinarily would have ended his fly-
ing career before it began. As disappointed as
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he was, however, Mr. Williams was a patriot.
As he later said, “| became a worker. | wasn’t
very proud of that. | had to go. One thing
though, | was going to do what my country
told me to do because | was an American and
I'll always be an American.”

Mr. Williams and others also formed a band
and Mr. Williams danced. After a performance
at a Kaiser shipyard, a general congratulated
Mr. Williams and the band. The general also
asked if he could help the men in any way
and Mr. Wiliams immediately volunteered,
again, to fly. Shortly thereafter, Les Williams
was on his way to Tuskegee, Alabama, truly
a rendezvous with history.

His training in Tuskegee was rigorous, but
even more demanding was the culture of dis-
crimination in Tuskegee. As he later noted,
discrimination existed in his hometown of San
Mateo, but it was nothing like Tuskegee. For
example, failing to wait for a white person to
cross the street could get you dragged from
the car and beaten. This was a level of vio-
lence that Les Williams had not faced before.

Les Williams was a great pilot. He’d never
been near a plane before going to ground
school, but Les Williams excelled. The white
officer who gave him his check out flight test
had a 100% record of washing out African
American students. But he didn’t wash out Les
Williams. At the time, the officer noted that Mr.
Williams was cocky, but also noted that fighter
pilots needed to be cocky. Mr. Williams even-
tually switched to bombers and enjoyed flying
the B—25. However, the war wouldn’t wait. By
the time the Army Air Corps assembled a full
cockpit bomber crew, the war was over.

After the war, Captain Les Williams returned
to San Mateo and started a successful dance
studio. Here, in his hometown, he again faced
a lot of prejudice. He won the right to build his
dance study on a 3-2 vote of the City Council,
with at least one resident throwing her purse
at him in anger over the idea that an African
American could be allowed to build a new
structure in a largely white part of town. By
1947, Mr. Williams also entered Stanford Uni-
versity on the G.l. bill, graduating with a de-
gree in history. He continued operating his
dance studio for about 25 years and eventu-
ally returned to Stanford to study law, grad-
uating in the 1970’s. He was an active and
distinguished attorney in our community for
many years. He is survived by his wife, Elsie,
daughters Penny and Paula, two grandsons
and two great-grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, through his dedication to
America Les Williams proved one thing be-
yond a shadow of a doubt: He was a patriot.
A man who loved America and who worked
hard to overcome the barriers placed in his
path, he personified the energetic pursuit of
opportunity in this nation. We owe the
Tuskegee Airmen our gratitude for helping to
break the color barrier, but we owe Les Wil-
liams our respect because he not only broke
the barrier but also set the bar of achievement
higher for all America.

Today, let us remember Les Williams when
we think of equality under the law. At 95 years
old upon his passing, Les Williams is a man
who willed to each of us decades of oppor-
tunity, provided we have the wisdom to pre-
serve and to nurture his legacy.
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