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was the first of her siblings to graduate from
college. She was the first African American
Woman to steer a course through the chaos of
a broadcast news career to achieve the posi-
tion of News Director at WABG.

But little did Pam know in 2006, when she
became News Director, she was achieving yet
another first: Mississippi’s first-ever female Af-
rican-American News Director, an honor she
wears proudly.

Recently the Tru TV network chronicled
Pam’s seemingly unlikely journey from poverty
to power, which is its hit new reality series
“Breaking Greenville”. Pam’s starring role in
that show underscores her passion, not just
for her profession, but for the people who
work for her as anchors, reporters and pro-
ducers. Kids right out of college, who are hun-
gry to learn the ropes of an often cut-throat
career, find comfort in Pam’s approach to
leadership and management.

Pam was raised up in Shaw, Mississippi in
a small rural community outside of the city lim-
its called “Choctaw” a dirt-poor town of about
less than 2-thousand people that sits in the
heart of Bolivar County. Her grandmother,
Marie Fly, raised her, and while poverty pulled
at every corner of their lives, Pam relishes her
adolescent years, coming of age in the Deep
South. From its rich farming heritage, to its
lakes and rivers teeming with catfish, to its
red-clay hillsides that give a hint of color to an
otherwise difficult existence, the Mississippi
Delta to this day holds Pam’s heart.

Pam graduated from Shaw high school in
1988 and enrolled in Rust College, one of Mis-
sissippi’s oldest and most prestigious colleges
for African-Americans.

Pam pledged to Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
Incorporated, the first inter-collegiate Greek-
letter sorority established for Black college.
Pam graduated from Rust College in 1994
with a degree in Broadcasting Mass Commu-
nication, and returned to the Delta, degree in
hand, with her heart set on making a dif-
ference close to home. She landed her first
television job at Greenville’s WXVT where she
worked as a Production Assistant and then
later moved to the Newsroom. She eventually
went to work for WXVT’s competitor, WABG,
where she worked her way up from Assign-
ment Manager to ultimately News Director, a
position she’s held for 10 years.

Her notoriety as Mississippi’s first female Af-
rican-American News Director also convinced
the state legislators to dedicate a portion of
Highway 61 in her honor and to proclaim Jan-
uary 18th as Pam Chatman Day.

In addition to leading a winning news team,
Pam is a tireless community volunteer and ad-
vocate for teens and young women. She’s
also a motivational speaker, teaching women
of all ages to accept and appreciate their
uniqueness within the human race. She espe-
cially has a big heart for women who have
come from small rural communities and are
victims of abuse and drugs.

Yes, Pam Chatman is indeed a woman of
firsts: the first to volunteer when there’s a
need; the first to offer comfort when someone
is hurting; a first-class example of what a little
faith and a lot of love can accomplish.

Pam also has a Mentoring, Consulting and
Training Organization; the organization be-
lieves that every person you meet is a Dia-
mond in the Rough. The organization provides
workshops to educate and empower teens to
get an education; strive for success; and to let
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no one define their dreams or destiny. The or-
ganization provides food and clothing to needy
families. Once a month Pam herself does ran-
dom acts of kindness where she pays for peo-
ple’s groceries or their utility bill. Yes, she is
a servant determined to impact everyone she
meets in life with a smile or an act of kind-
ness. The organization has a doll called the
PChat Doll that has a curriculum that comes
along with it to teach young girls to love the
skin they’re in as well to deter bullying. The
focus of the curriculum is Character Edu-
cation, Literacy and Parental Involvement.

Pam does consultant work for the Mis-
sissippi Department of Education Federal 21-
Century Program’s after school projects. In ad-
dition, Pam is also an entrepreneur. Pam has
a cosmetics and spa line to enhance women
of color and beauty called “Boss Lady
PChatman” which was developed to assist in
healing the totality of a woman from her inner
beauty to her outer beauty.

Pam loves to help women break the chain
of hurt and pain. So, she wrote a monologue
gospel play entitled “Lord Show Me How to
Heal My Scars”. The play allows women from
all walks of life to share their story through
testimonials and songs.

Pam is the daughter of Louise Henry and
the late Joseph Henry and has three siblings:
Joseph, Jr., lll; Evelyn and special niece
Karris Henry, which she is assisting her family
in raising.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an amazing News Director,
Actor, Motivational Speaker, Author, Entre-
preneur, Philanthropist who has been instru-
mental in magnifying strides of America’s
black history.
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Marshall Foster attends Dawson High
School in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is:
select an important event that has occurred in
the past 15 years and explain how that event
has changed our country.

In 2001, one day changed our nation for-
ever. The World Trade Center twin towers in
New York City stood tall on September 10th,
and were no more on September 11th. This
terrorist attack did exactly what its name
implies: it placed a feeling of terror into
every American heart. The tragedy of Sep-
tember 11th put the American spirit to the
test, and the greatest country in the world
proved that it is not a country that can be
brought down. The United States showed its
patriotism, strength, and courage by re-
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sponding in a way that the cowardly terror-
ists did not expect. We did not fall, but stood
strong and took the fight to our enemies.
America was injured that day, but the Amer-
ican people grew stronger and sent a power-
ful message through patriotic action to
those at home and abroad.

Americans were moved by the courage of
the first responders on 9/11. The heroic ac-
tions of firefighters, policemen, and civilians
are those which should be exemplified by
every American. These people set the stand-
ard for American patriotism as they ran into
burning buildings to save lives. In addition,
our strength was demonstrated by ordinary
citizens on United Airlines Flight 93 as they
used their last moments to protect their
country. Their counterattack caused the
plane to crash before it could reach its tar-
get. The heroism of all of these Americans
bolstered patriotism and strengthened our
nation.

On the evening of September 11th, Presi-
dent George W. Bush sent a message to the
world displaying the strength of the United
States and sending chills down the backs of
our enemies. He declared ‘‘Terrorist attacks
can shake the foundations of our biggest
buildings, but they cannot touch the founda-
tion of America . . . they cannot dent the
steel of American resolve. America was tar-
geted . . . because we’re the brightest beacon
for freedom and opportunity in the world.
And no one will keep that light from shin-
ing”’. Remembering Bush’s words and the at-
tacks of 9/11, our country brought war
straight to those who attacked us. This
strength has changed the way Americans feel
and has sparked my desire to join the United
States Military to defend our great nation.
Although the terrorist attacks took the lives
of many, America has grown stronger as we
fight back against those who threaten our
freedoms.

Most Americans were not in New York
City on that horrifying day. As Americans
learned of the horror that befell our country,
the feeling of security that had blanketed us
quickly faded. Fear washed over our citizens
as the new reality that our enemies could
reach us at home set in. Americans who had
not given much thought to safety began to
appreciate the need for strengthened na-
tional security and our military. President
Bush spoke these words at Ground Zero, let-
ting all Americans know that we must fight
to protect the freedom so many had taken
for granted: ‘I can hear you! The rest of the
world hears you! And the people ... who
knocked these buildings down will hear all of
us soon!” It was at that moment that a burn-
ing patriotism was rekindled in our country.
America would never be the same.
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Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize and congratulate
my friend Matt McLemore for twenty-five years
of dedicated service to WTIM radio in my
hometown of Taylorville, lllinois. For nearly
three decades, Matt has been an integral part
of WTIM’s commitment to bringing news to the
Central lllinois community, serving as the host
for the station’s morning news show.

Matt first began at WTIM as a news director
for the station in 1990, and shortly after began
his role as the WTIM Morning Show host,
where he became a household name to many
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of his listeners. In my years in Congress, |
have had the pleasure to be featured on
Matt's program a number of times to discuss
the work | do in Washington on behalf of the
many Central lllinoisans that tune into his

show. To honor Matt and his time with WTIM, your service to thousands across Central llli-
the station will celebrate “Matt McLemore nois. Congratulations on your well-deserved
Day”, an all-day, on-air party on April 2, 2015. retirement.

Matt, | thank you for your time with WTIM,
your impact on the Taylorville community, and
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