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After nineteen and a half years as a Congres-
sional Aide being a part of some of the great-
est advancements, right here in the Mis-
sissippi Delta to be a part of it is a prayer, an-
swered. Samuel and his wife of 32 years,
Bernestine, still live in Quitman County. Their
three children: Barbara, Johnathan, and
Shonari are all grown and gone, with their 12
grandchildren whom Samuel and Bernestine
love from a distance. On December 31, 2012
Samuel retired, the time had come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Samuel McCray for his dedica-
tion in being a respected community servant.

A TRIBUTE TO SUZANNE HULL
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 25, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Suzanne
Hull for being named a 2015 Forty Under 40
honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Suzanne has the determination and drive to
be successful in anything she does, and her
exemplary work with Contemporary Business
Solutions is a testament to that. As the owner
of Contemporary Business Solutions, Suzanne
utilizes her communication skills to assist peo-
ple in developing their social media presence
as a networking and job-seeking tool. She
also is active and passionate about organiza-
tions she believes in, donating her time to
non-profit organizations like the Des Moines
European Heritage Association. In all aspects
of her life, Suzanne is an example of the hard
work and service that makes our state proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Suzanne in the United
States Congress and it is with great pride that
| recognize and applaud her for utilizing her
talents to better both her community and the
great state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in
the House to join me in congratulating Su-
zanne on receiving this esteemed designation,
thanking those at Business Record for their
great work, and wishing each member of the
2015 Forty Under 40 class a long and suc-
cessful career.

——
RECOGNIZING THE 135TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF GETHSEMANE BAPTIST
CHURCH OF EUSTIS, FLORIDA

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 25, 2015

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
my privilege to recognize the 135th anniver-
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sary of Gethsemane Baptist Church of Eustis,
and commend their strong heritage of service
within Lake County, Florida.

Founded in 1880, Gethsemane Baptist
Church of Eustis was the first place of worship
for African Americans in Eustis, and has
served as a beacon of hope in our local com-
munity. Many lives have been impacted
through the church’s ministry, and | am hon-
ored to recognize their long history of dedica-
tion and service. This is a momentous year for
Gethsemane Baptist Church of Eustis, and |
am pleased to commemorate it with them.

It is my pleasure to join Reverend William
Hawkins and the congregation at Gethsemane
Baptist Church of Eustis in celebrating this his-
torical milestone. It is truly an honor to serve
the residents of Central Florida in the U.S.
House of Representatives.

———

THE TRAGIC KILLING OF RUSSIAN
OPPOSITION  LEADER  BORIS
NEMTSOV

HON. MARCY KAPTUR
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 25, 2015

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, last month,
while many of us were working late to prevent
the shutdown of our own Department of
Homeland Security, a tragedy occurred in
Moscow.

Boris Nemtsov, famed leader of Russia’s
opposition, was fatally shot four times in the
back near St. Basil's Cathedral and the Krem-
lin. He was 55 years old. That night the fateful
image of his body lying dead, on a bridge, fac-
ing the Kremlin, sent shivers across our world.

Shivers of sorrow. Shivers of anger. Shivers
of cold remembrance of a place with no room
for real liberty. No free speech. No tolerance
for contrary opinions. No experience of what it
means to live in an open society.

Russia is a nation that spans eleven time
zones. It holds enough nuclear arms to oblit-
erate life on Earth. How sad that such a nation
is still unsafe for a peaceful advocate of free-
dom and representative governance.

Boris Nemtsov was killed just hours before
a non-violent demonstration he was preparing
to lead, protesting Russia’s illegal invasion of
Ukraine. What courage he showed in speaking
for Ukraine, a young and energetic nation
seeking peace and opportunity for its people.
Ukraine is a sister to Russia and has not de-
served the brutality that Russia has heaped
upon her over the past year. During that short
span, more than 6,000 people have died in
the fight for an independent Ukraine.

Mr. Nemtsov, a former deputy prime min-
ister of Russia, a vice premier, fought every
day for a more open society in his home coun-
try. He championed reform ever since the col-
lapse of the old Soviet order twenty years ago.
It was a valiant, if often lonely, struggle
against a vast and oppressive totalitarian
state. More and more, he must have felt the
creeping shadow of his own mortality due to
the danger in which he placed himself.

Boris Nemtsov was assassinated by cow-
ards lurking in the shadows as he crossed a
bridge in front of the Kremlin. The murderers,
driven to such a craven and despicable act,
were too small and too afraid to let his voice
rise.
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As | read the news of his tragic fate, | see
the first threads of a history that will hold him
up as a leader of unparalleled courage and
unprecedented faith in his people. This is re-
markable in the face of one of the most per-
sistent tyrannies in the world.

Boris Nemtsov’s life is prophetic, like Alex-
ander Solzhenitsyn and others who have suf-
fered to move Russia out of its historical im-
prisonment of liberty.

No part of our world has suffered more in
the last century than Russia and the sub-
jugated Soviet territories, as Dr. Timothy Sny-
der recounts in his extraordinary book
“Bloodlands.”

In the middle of Europe in the middle of the
20th century, the Nazi and Soviet regimes
murdered some 14 million people . . . all vic-
tims of murderous policy rather than casualties
of war.

Yet not a single one of the 14 million mur-
dered was a soldier on active duty. Most were
women, children, and the aged; none were
bearing weapons; many had been stripped of
their possessions, including their clothes.

The U.N. High Commissioner for Human
Rights has called the situation a “merciless
devastation of civilian lives and infrastructure.”

His report points out that heavy weaponry
and foreign fighters continue to pour in from
Russia and that the conflict has “dramatically
deteriorated” in the past two months.

In 2010 Nemtsov founded the Coalition for
Russia without Lawlessness and Corruption, a
party notable not only for its ambitious name
but also because it was refused registration as
a party by the Kremlin. In recent years, as a
leader of the Russian opposition, Nemtsov
had written several highly credible reports ex-
posing corruption at the highest levels of the
Russian government.

Our own Gettysburg Address, one of the
most revered statements in American history,
says, in part, “that from these honored dead
we take increased devotion to that cause for
which they gave the last full measure of devo-
tion—that we here highly resolve that these
dead shall not have died in vain—that this na-
tion, under God, shall have a new birth of
freedom—and that government of the people,
by the people, for the people, shall not perish
from the earth.”

This is a message | now commend to the
people of Russia: let the sacrifice of Boris
Nemtsov inspire your own devotion to the
cause of freedom.

Because of Boris Nemtsov, millions inside
Russia can imagine liberty, a more democratic
society, and a life better than the one now
permitted to them. Ordinary citizens can make
that life for themselves if they are only allowed
real representative governance. Nemtsov
strove to give every Russian a chance at that
better life, even from inside the belly of a fro-
zen whale. We honor his ideals and his sac-
rifice.

TRIBUTE TO SHERYL SOUNDAR
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 25, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
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my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Sheryl Soundar attends Manvel High School
in Manvel, Texas. The essay topic is: select
an important event that has occurred in the
past 15 years and explain how that event has
changed our country.

When asked for the most important event
in our country’s history within the past fif-
teen years, most people will say September
11, and not without good reason. That day
launched the United States into a war that
still demands American soldiers. It cost
many lives, changed an entire country’s out-
look on foreign affairs, and put a standstill
on many domestic issues. However, another
event that is often forgotten in the glaring
spotlight of 9/11 is Hurricane Katrina.

Personally, I have many memories of
Katrina and the damage that it did to New
Orleans, having lived in Houston during that
time. This story occupied an entire month of
evening news broadcasts and cemented into
my memory the struggles that the people of
New Orleans faced. The Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) also faced a
struggle, but of a different sort. FEMA came
under extreme criticism for its inability to
offer assistance and for the prolonged lack of
access to resources that caused in the New
Orleans area. The public relations fiasco that
resulted tarnished not only FEMA’s reputa-
tion, but also the reputation of the already
heavily criticized Bush administration.
Many active duty troops were deployed to
the area to assist during the recovery period
in light of FEMA’s failing.

As a whole, the Gulf Coast region was
deeply affected by Hurricane Katrina, phys-
ically as well as mentally. New Orleans faced
harsh economic conditions and harsh odds as
its people began to rebuild, and surrounding
states also felt this burden. However, the
greatest impact Katrina had on the United
States was on our collective psyche. At first,
it seemed like another problem stacked on
top of the ever present war on terror, but as
the worst pain subsided, the country realized
that this was, more than it was a tarnish or
a natural disaster, an opportunity. Ameri-
cans from coast to coast were horrified by
the state of affairs in New Orleans and
poured out their sympathy for those in need.
As a nation, we were saddened and strength-
ened by Katrina, finding fear in the condi-
tion of the Gulf Coast and solace in the abil-
ity of Americans to unite behind a common
goal.

ALICIA BALDERAS
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 25, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Alicia
Balderas for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
Alicia Balderas is an 11th grader at Pomona
High School and received this award because
her determination and hard work have allowed
her to overcome adversities.
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The dedication demonstrated by Alicia
Balderas is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Alicia Balderas for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

————

CONGRATULATING THE DEDI-
CATED HOOSIERS OF KEM KREST
CORPORATION

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 25, 2015

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the dedicated Hoosiers of Kem
Krest Corporation headquartered in Elkhart,
Indiana.

They have recently been named the Gen-
eral Motors 2014 Supplier of the Year.

Kem Krest started in 1979 and since then
has grown and expanded their customer base
beyond the automotive industry to include the
agriculture and defense industries.

The exceptional quality of products from this
supplier reflects the hard work of their Hoosier
employees.

They have demonstrated a clear commit-
ment to go above and beyond as well as take
the utmost pride in the products they supply.

| would like to personally thank the Hoosiers
of Kem Krest Corporation for their hard work
and dedication.

Kem Krest Corporation serves as another
great example of a successful business in
Northern Indiana and their devotion to making
quality products should be recognized.

The dedication Kem Krest has shown
makes me proud to represent Indiana’s Sec-
ond Congressional District.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 25, 2015

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
March 23 and 24, | missed a series of Roll
Call votes. Had | been present, | would have
voted “YEA” on #130, 131, 132, 133, and
134. | would have voted “NAY” on #135.

———

A TRIBUTE TO JOEL FORTNEY

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 25, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and recognize Joel
Fortney for being named a 2015 Forty Under
40 honoree by the award-winning central lowa
publication, Business Record.
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Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify
a standout group of young leaders in the
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an
impact in their communities and their careers.
Each year, forty up-and-coming community
and business leaders under 40 years of age
are selected for this prestigious honor based
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field.
The 2015 class of Forty Under 40 honorees
will join an impressive roster of 560 business
leaders and growing.

Joel has the determination and drive to be
successful in all that he does, and his exem-
plary work with Principal Global Investors is a
testament to that. Now the portfolio manager
of Principal Mid-Cap Value Fund, Joel's suc-
cess has continued. Joel and his wife are ac-
tive in their community too, where they sup-
port the Blank Park Zoo by sponsoring ani-
mals. In all aspects of his life Joel's example
of hard work and service makes our state
proud.

Mr. Speaker, it is a profound honor to rep-
resent leaders like Joel in the United States
Congress and it is with great pride that | rec-
ognize and applaud him for utilizing his talents
to better both his community and the great
state of lowa. | invite my colleagues in the
House to join me in congratulating Joel on re-
ceiving this esteemed designation, thanking
those at Business Record for their great work,
and wishing each member of the 2015 Forty
Under 40 class a long and successful career.

TRIBUTE TO RIDA SARWAR

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 25, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues.

Rida Sarwar attends Pearland High School
in Pearland, Texas. The essay topic is: In your
opinion, what role should government play in
our lives?

239 years ago, the thirteen colonies de-
clared independence from Great Britain.
Since then, the United States government
has always played a large role in the lives of
Americans throughout history. The role of
the government plays a huge part in society.
The government should always cater to the
needs of its citizens and provide an organized
society.

In 1776, America declared its complete au-
tonomy from Great Britain by signing the
Declaration of Independence. Fifty-six men
signed the document that would later be-
come the most important document in
American history and a symbol of independ-
ence. These men signed the declaration for
many reasons. The most well-known reason
was because of the absence of representation
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